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Design in Typography. 
The Original Type Ribbon.
 

XXXVII.




New ideas in typographic design are introduced as a rule so gradually that it is difficult to point out the originator; and many of the novelties in the decorative printing of today may be found foreshadowed in the work of sixteenth-century printers. One of the later novelties, however, which marks quite a fresh starting-point in design, and has proved exceedingly fruitful in results, was the « Ribbon » combination of Messrs Stephenson, Blake & Co., shortly afterwards followed by the « Scroll, » —both, we believe, designed by Mr E. Pechey, the gentleman in charge of the firm's London branch—a practical printer as well as typefounder. While the influence of this simple and ingenious combination is to be traced in a score or more of later and more elaborate designs, we cannot find anything in the earlier type specimens that may be said to suggest it. Until the introduction of this novelty, the enclosure and decoration of single lines was rarely attempted—it is now a leading feature of ornamental work. Before the appearance of the first type-ribbon, the only thing resembling it in typography, so far as we know, is to be found in the quarto specimen book of J. & R. M. Wood, published some twenty-five or thirty years ago. Several pages are devoted to the elaborate geometrical combination called the « Greek Fret, » and at the head of the last of these is a genuine ribbon, of five folds, enclosing the heading to the page. It is entirely set in metal type—a feature of the combination being the entire exclusion of brass rule. The ribbon is remarkably stiff, and though in the centre the angle of the fold is properly reversed, at the bend at the ends the same diagonal (45°) is continued, producing a bad effect. This was a very faint foreshadowing of the type-ribbon, and differed from it materially in not being adapted to brass rule.


We do not know the precise date when the type-ribbon appeared— we first saw it in 1873. It was brought out in three sizes—great primer, pica, and brevier, and the following is the synopsis of pieces (great primer):—


[image: ]


There are ten characters in metal, and the ribbon is completed by brass rule, two faces of which are supplied, the double-fine for the top and the shaded rule for the bottom. For the smaller sizes, a twelve-to-pica single rule is supplied, thin for the top and thick for the bottom. In the brevier, there is one character less, the end-piece being perpendicular, and serving for either end. The diagonal folding pieces being cast to three different lengths, considerable variety may be obtained, but the specimens are in every office, and the designs are so familiar that it is scarcely necessary to show them. The following are specimens of the application of the type-ribbon in its simplest forms:


[image: ]


[image: ]


Scrolls, right-and left-handed, may be set in this fashion.




[image: ]


[image: ]


With each set very explicit directions for use were supplied—an example which typefounders generally would do well to follow—but we have again and again seen every possible mistake made in setting this simple design. One of the commonest is to make the end-piece slope in the same direction as the back fold of the ribbon, instead of the opposite—




[image: ]
instead of


[image: ]


A master-printer once told us his experience of a comp. who used to put the end-pieces in at random—generally wrong. « One day, » he said, « I took a paper-shaving, folded it, and showed him that the angles ran in opposite directions. 'I see they do,' he said, 'but what has that got to do with the work? 'I gave it up after that. » Other common mistakes are to turn the shade inside instead of out (although the outer side is specially nicked), thus


[image: ]
and to run the fold from the middle instead of the end


[image: ]


As the design is decidely a realistic one, errors like these are ruinous to its effect.


Certain defects limiting the usefulness of the original ribbon soon became apparent, and some of these have been remedied in later designs of the same kind. The slope of the end-piece, though assisting the effect, is troublesome in practice, as the rules used even though of the same length, must not come exactly over each other. One or both of the rules must be a little short, and they are liable to slip:


[image: ]


In the second example, the rules being of the same length, the upper rule overhangs at each end. The first and third are set correctly; in the first the top rule is short, and in the third both rules are short, the top pushed to the right and the bottom to the left. In an elaborate design, this is troublesome.
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Our Correspondents.





Wellington,
 20 January, 1890.




My prognostication set forth in the closing portion of my last letter, in 
re the discontent which existed in the Government Printing Office has been fulfilled sooner than I expected. I stated that if the matters causing the dissatisfaction were not promptly attended to, some outside influence would be set to work which would cause the necessary reform. Early last month eight of the time-hands were discharged. The number was reduced to six by one being appointed as « grass » for Mr Davis of the Stamp Printing Department, and another as printing warder at Lyttelton Gaol. The six waited upon the Government Printer with their grievance. Several of them had been in his service for five years, and he had retained on his staff several men who had not been in the service that time. His sole reply was: « I have made my arrangements, and they cannot be altered. » When asked what the outlook was, he said that he had no work in, he was rather slack, and did not think there would be any work before February next. Getting no satisfaction, they waited upon the head of the department, the Colonial Secretary. Dr Newman introduced them, and they had a most courteous reception from one whom they rather feared, as they had imagined that an aristocratic squatter, like Captain Russell, would not deal with them very well. But the deputation was agreeably surprised to find every point well weighed and discussed. The ground gone over was that described in « the grumbles » in my last, with the addition of illustrations to the points raised. After setting forth the individual claims of those who had been discharged while others of shorter service were retained, the speakers urged strongly the adoption of some system whereby length of service would secure permanency. The Government Printing Office of New South Wales was quoted as being worked upon a fair and equitable system. It was a hard matter for the Captain to grasp the 
technique, such as stab, piece, turns, fat, &c, but when instances were quoted, his lay mind could grasp the position. There was one case of a petitioner coming up from the West Coast to the Government Printing Office in the early days, and working for some time, when he got an offer from the 
Evening Post of a frame. He showed the offer to his superior, who told him not to take it, as his place was secure. He sent a substitute along to the 
Post, who is still employed there, although the time was ten years ago, while the petitioner was discharged by the Government Printer three months afterwards, owing to slack times. This man has been several times taken on and discharged. The Colonial Secretary expressed himself strongly as to the hardship of a case like this. After an hour's discussion, during which every point was carefully inquired into, Captain Russell said he would give the grievance his thoughtful attention, and report any decision through Dr Newman. The deputation thanked the Colonial Secretary for the care with which he had considered the matter of their interview, to which he replied he was always ready to hear genuine grievances, and he could assure them that he thought they had brought him a subject which was worthy of and should receive his early attention. The deputation then withdrew. Next day, when these men went to receive their wages, four of them (the least deserving, by priority) were told to start next morning for 
two days' work. The two who were not so informed asked the reason, and they were then told that they could start also. When the two days were up, they were told to go on until further notice, and as there was a large amount of work in hand, they were very hopeful. On Saturday, after four days' work, they were astonished when they were instructed to « make up your docs. » One of their number broke up his home and went to Dunedin, and while he was seeking employment there, having been assured that there would be no more work at the Government Printing Office for some months, the other five were again taken on, and the piece-room opened again by the placing of some hands therein.


I opened this letter by stating that the reform desired was likely to be brought about, but a long paragraph does not show how it is to be done. I have left that interesting news for another par. I am assured by one who « ought to know, » being in the confidential circle, that Captain Russell has given the matter considerable attention, and he is taking steps whereby the Government Printing Office will have a system that will compensate men who are chosen from the piece for the time-room, for casual work, and that will place men who have been two or three years in the service on a graduated permanent footing, and that wages may be paid according to quality of work done.







Christchurch,
 23 January, 1890.



Now that the holidays are over, the state of trade has gone back to its old groove, and some of the comps are unfortunately on halftime. I trust the year we have entered on will prove more prosperous to the trade generally than the one just past. With a Master Printers' Association now thoroughly established, cut-throat competition and wretched prices, I sincerely hope, are gone for ever. Perhaps a better state of things may be looked for in the future.


The firm of Russell & Willis have removed into more commodious and convenient premises. Their rapidly-increasing business necessitated this step being taken, and they are to be congratulated on having secured a good central position. May they go on and prosper.


The annual meeting of the Canterbury Typographical Association was held on the 18th inst., and the attendance of members was large. The report showed that the position of the society is stronger now than at any preceding period of its existence, the area of its operations has been extended, and the membership increases steadily. The balance sheet showed the funds of the Association to be in a a very healthy state, despite the fact that there has been heavy expenditure in the shape of the Secretary's trip to the country offices, and the vote of £30 to the Tailors' Union 
re the Kaiapoi Factory difficulty. The election of officers for the coming year resulted as follows:—President, Mr A. K. Chapman; Vice-President, Mr J. G. Anderson; Treasurer, Mr J. Costley (re-elected); Secretary, Mr F. C. Gerard (re-elected); Trustees, Messrs H. Kent and R. J. Paull; Auditors, Messrs J. Wheatley and F. Maurice. A ballot for three Trades and Labor Council delegates resulted in the return of Messrs A. K. Chapman, J. G. Anderson, and J. P. Cooper. The following gentlemen were elected as Trade Board members:—Messrs F. Maurice, D. Edmonds, W. Hay, R. W. Eastwood, and D. Muir. Votes of thanks were unanimously accorded the retiring officers, after which the usual votes of thanks to the Chairman terminated a very successful meeting.


I mentioned in a recent letter that the Canterbury Typographical Association had taken steps for the purpose of forming a Trades and Labor Council for Canterbury. I now take the opportunity of congratulating the printers on the successful accomplishment of their object: a Canterbury Trades and Labor Council being now an established institution. There are thirteen Trades and Labor Unions already affiliated, with a total membership of 1414. There are several other Associations in full operation which have not yet held their general meetings to discuss the question of affiliation, but the societies are, however, in sympathy with the movement, and the number of members connected with them is probably 1650. One of the chief objects of the Council will be to educate the members of the different Unions to patronise only those firms who employ Union labor.


Mr W. P. Reeves, editor of the 
Lyttelton Times, has just returned from a trip to New South Wales.
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The Melbourne 
Age has made the biggest thing in the way of an apology to a life assurance company that has probably been ever known in journalism. It consists of a whole closely printed column of statement, counsels' opinion and remarks. The company brought an action against the 
Age, laying the damages at £100,000, and the Melbourne 
Herald says that this article was inserted as the price of peace, under the strictest conditions, that the article be inserted verbatim in the top right-hand column of the 9th page of the 
Age of the 18th January. In the concluding paragraph the 
Age is made to say:— « This opinion we consider fully establishes the fact that the —— Life Insurance Company's status in this colony is all that can be desired, and it only remains to add that we have been furnished with satisfactory proofs that the company has retained and invested in the colony all the funds created by the business here, and that its record for fair and honorable dealing with policy holders is beyond question. »


At Blenheim a few days ago, two men were summoned by the police for ill-treating a pig in connection with an event at some sports, « catching the greasy pig. » The proceedings were taken consequent upon a paragraph in the 
Express. The police had subpœnaed Mr Kirby, the editor, who refused to be sworn as a witness for the police, alleging that his usefulness as a pressman would be at an end if he were liable to be placed in the witness box to support police prosecutions; he persistently refused to be sworn. The Bench after a retirement said they had no alternative but a committal. As the committal was being pronounced the police offered to withdraw the case, which the Bench agreed to. Mr Kirby then intimated that he was perfectly willing to make a sworn statement at the request of the Bench if it were distinctly understood he was not examined as a police witness. The Bench consented. The pressman then gave evidence to the effect that his strictures, on which the police had taken action, were not levelled at individuals, for he saw no single act of cruelty, but against a barbarous sport. The case was dismissed.
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From the Cleveland Foundry we have a very pretty little book of novelties, in the pocket-edition style now in fashion. « Litho » is a new circular style, on a light old-face basis, some of the letters being flourished. The flourishes are not on kerns, but on an L-projection. It is a pretty letter, though there is a distortion we do not like in the caps C and N. « Chic » is another pretty light circular style, with the top of the G and the bottom of the C twisted strangely out of place. Some of the caps resemble the « Signet, » by the same house, but the general style of the letter is different. « Walton » is a really good fanciful old-style ornamented with lowercase, something in the « Lafayette » style, but lighter and less eccentric. « Armoric » is a good wide old-style, with lower-case. « Capital Mortised » is a series of initials very like the « Dearborn » initials of Barnhart Bros. & Spindler noted by us in August last, and open to exactly the same objections. « Apple Blossom » ornaments, in tint, are delicate and artistic, free and without formality—a treasure to any tasteful compositor.


Caslon & Co. send us specimens of their backslope two-color type « Pisa, » in three sizes. This is an American design already described under the original but somewhat unpleasant names of « Erebus » and « Hades. » It is a valuable job-style. « Quill-Pen » is Caslon's latest, and is an original face. It is a very large and heavy script, quite unique in style, and very suitable for such work as contents bills. The letters are formed with freedom, and without flourish, and do not join. It is cast in two-line great primer, two-line english, and four-line pica.


Through our English agent we have received specimen lines from The Patent Type Foundry


[image: ]
31 Red Lion Square, London, W.C. The style above is entitled « Holbein, » and is cast to 2-line pica. It belongs to the same family as the American faces known as « Lafayette, » « Makart, » « Dürer, » and « Rubens, » the latter of which it most resembles, though of lighter cut, and the lower-case is not so disproportionately large. It is a neat and legible style, complete with figures. It is not professed that the types shown by this house are all New Faces


[image: ]
—in fact this letter will be at once recognized as the 2-line great primer « Rococo, » of the Central Foundry. It is not, however, a piracy, this and other styles being produced by arrangement with the original proprietors. Two smaller sizes are shown—all complete with small caps and figures. The type of this foundry is cast in Hard Metal


[image: ]
and this letter (« Old-style Extended » ), of which we show two sizes, 2-line pica and great primer, will be acknowledged to be 
Neat and Effective


[image: ]
The smaller size shows the small-caps, the larger the lower-case. We are able also to show, here and elsewhere, specimens of the neat


[image: ]
and pretty latin initials on stippled ground, 2-line great primer body, one of the specialties of this foundry, already noted in this column. For small pages and narrow measure they are specially suited.



Wilhelm Gronau, Berlin, has brought out, in four sizes, the « Favorite » script, which we think will justify its title. It is in the style of some of the recent American compromises between script and italic—the letters do not join—but it shows a quiet artistic taste in detail, and an absence of extravagance characteristic of the German taste. It has a double set of caps, plain and ornamented, and is cast with accents for all the European languages. It is light, and the lower-case letters have a uniform thickness of line throughout.


Messrs J. H. Rust & Co., Vienna, have produced, under the name of « Schlanke Cursiv-Grotesque, » a series of highly-compressed italic sans. The letter is neat, legible, and uniform, and fills a space hitherto vacant. It is shown in nine sizes—brevier to canon.


Marder, Luse, & Co. still develop their idea of « Contour » or outline sorts to correspond with solid characters. They have now carried it into the field of ornaments, and we have « Contour Nicnacs, » 10 characters, much resembling a fount of astronomical signs, and « Contour Palmetto » ornaments, 6 characters, corresponding with the heavy « Palmetto » brought out by them some months ago. « Nicnacs No. 2, » 12 characters, is a very small series of little stars, crescents, and other ornaments, and « Rule Ornaments No. 4, » 8 characters, is a series of little centre-pieces for ornamental rules.


The MacKellar, Smiths, & Jordan Company show twenty-two artistic and attractive ornamental vignette headings for bills of fare. « Nymphic, » by the same house, is a flourished roman with an extra set of big mortised caps. It is cut with the uniformity and accuracy characteristic of the foundry, but has no particularly useful or original features.


Barnhart Bros. & Spindler show two very wide sanserifs— « Wide Lining Gothic No. 21, » and « Inclined Lining Gothic No. 5, » both useful characters.


The Cincinnati Foundry always show something good. « Octic » No. 2, is lighter than No. 1. It is just a sans with the curves cut off at an angle, and this feature is so slight as almost to pass unnoticed. « Antique » No. 2, is a clean-cut and useful plain style. The celebrated nonpareil and pica series of borders are now followed up by bolder styles on the same bodies—more coarsely and deeper cut, and less likely to knock out on coarse work, while at the same time suitable for the finest and most delicate work if printed in tints.


The Lindsay Foundry have produced a pretty engrossing script, unkerned and perpendicular, under the name of « Marguerite. » It is on two-line pica, and takes up a good deal of space. It would be a valuable letter to the job printer.
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It is not pleasant to find one's paragraphs cribbed, or attributed to another fellow; but it is worse to find a « some other body's » par travelling around with one's name attached. It makes one feel mean. The 
Art Printer conscientiously credits 
Typo with two little items about the American songs « The Mocking Bird » and the « Pansy Blossom. » We picked them up, unlabelled, but they are not ours, nor have we the remotest idea where to credit them.—So with a recommendation to prevent ink skinning. 
Typo is given as the authority, but it is not ours. We fancy it belonged originally to some inkmaker's catalogue.


Travellers sometimes tell queer stories. Mr Arnold (« Hans the Boatman » ) has returned to his native states, and gives in a New York theatrical paper an account of his experiences. « After visiting Adelaide he went to New Zealand, opening on 4th July at Invercargill. He also visited Tasmania, Dunedin, Amaru, Wellington, Christ Church, Auckland, Tinaru, Wangmau, Napier, Martin, Woodville, Waiparna, Hastings. He seldom acted in a theatre, but appeared in barns and drillsheds. No orchestra of any description could be had in any of these towns, and the only music was a violin solo by the leader, that he carrried with him, Mr Arnold having to sing his songs as Hans to a single violin accompaniment. » It is somewhat rich to make the far-away island-colony of Tasmania a New Zealand town. Five of the New Zealand names are mis-spelled, and in the list of cities are some possessing as fine theatres and as good musicians as any in the southern hemisphere. Nor would he find any difficulty in obtaining an excellent orchestra in any of the towns named.





We believe that one reason why paragraphs are not credited is on account of the unwieldy titles of some of the trade papers. It is a decided loss of time and space, and almost makes one's arm ache to credit a par. to the 
British and Colonial Printer and Stationer or to the 
Typografiske og lithografiske Meddelelser, and in a name like the last, the ordinary comp will easily get in three literals.


« Puff » of the 
Evening Press, writes thus: « Some chap has succeeded in getting a seat made from a cork tree grown near Auckland put into the Dunedin Exhibition. Dear me, I'm sorry to hear it! There'll be an application, I suppose, for a protective duty on corks! Oh, yes! I hear a young chap, son of an influential Protectionist, made a whistle the other day, and his father is going to apply to the Government to put a duty of 100 percent, on whistles! No more 'penny whistles,' eh? No; nothing under 2½d, to encourage native industry! Well, really, it's a fact that one always shudders to hear some chap's made something or grown something in New Zealand. It's certain to be the precursor of a new tax!»


When the Tay bridge was about to be opened (says the 
Stationery Trades Journal) a couple of impecunious young printers wrote to the Edinburgh manager of the North British Railway, suggesting a cheap trip on the day of the approaching event. They enclosed a sketch poster displaying in attractive style their idea of the cheap trip. Instead of a formal reply, in a few days the printers' apprentices had an autograph letter from the manager, thanking them for the hint, enclosing poster announcing the cheap trip, and a couple of free passes; and when the day came, these two young printers had the satisfaction of being accompanied by nearly four hundred excursionists! Printers have ever been public benefactors, and they generally begin young.


In accordance with its custom for the past ten years, with a view to encouraging original research, the Royal Society of New South Wales offers its medal and a money prize of £25 for the best communication containing the results of original observation on each of the following subjects: (Series 9.—To be sent in not later than 1st May, 1890.)—No. 31.—The influence of the Australian climate (general and local) in the development and modification of disease. No. 32.—On the silver ore deposits of New South Wales. No. 33.— On the occurrence of precious stones in New South Wales, with a description of the deposits in which they are found. (Series 10.— To be sent in not later than 1st May, 1891.)—No. 34.—The Meteorology of Australia, New Zealand, and Tasmania. No. 35—Anatomy and life history of the Echidna and Platypus. No. 36.—The microscopic structure of Australian rocks. (Series 11.—To be sent in not later than 1st May, 1892.)—No. 37.—On the iron ore deposits of New South Wales. No. 38.—On the effect which settlement in Australia has produced upon indigenous vegetation; especially the depasturing of sheep and cattle. No. 39.—On the coals and coal measures of Australasia. The competition is not confined to members of the Society, nor to residents in Australia, but is open to all without any restriction whatever, excepting that a prize will not be awarded to a member of the council for the time being; neither will an award be made for a mere compilation, however meritorious in its way.


Newspaper men, as a rule, would do well to shun Scripture references. Three New Zealand pressmen have come to grief over them during the present month. « Like the widow's curse that never failed, » may safely be attributed to the ingenious comp. Not so, however, the following, in a southern contemporary: « It was King David, if we mistake not, who said, 'O that mine enemy would write a book.' » It was not King David, and the passage is incorrectly quoted. Nor could it have been the compositor who described the Seven Sleepers as « Biblical characters. » After this it would not be very surprising to find Rip van Winkle or the Sleeping Beauty in the same category.—The old blunder of « spoonsful » for « spoonfuls » is always being corrected in pharmaceutical periodicals; but this and parallel mistakes are continually turning up. One of the most comical is a recent assertion that at the base of the Eiffel Tower, after a storm, « carts full of rivets were picked up in the early morning. » —Thus does the compositorial Malaprop interpret his copy: « It was at this stage that I 
interviewed as regarded the extraordinary opinions expressed by the chairman, and wrote a brief and quite 
temporary comment in reply. » Not bad for a single sentence.—In a telegram we read that the American press complains that Malietoa « is only to be a tuyrehead at Samoa. » —A contributor to the Napier 
Herald has discovered from the printed Report of the Education Board that « In some cases where pillar-cases were sent as specimens the hem was too wide. » He suggests that the term is intended as a euphemism for trousers.


The 
Stationery Trades Journal says:—Nearly all of the printers who have been to the Paris Exhibition have come back awfully disappointed. The show of printing machinery is not only extremely small, but of no interest to those who are acquainted with the progress made in this country within the past few years in printing engineering. If Germany had participated, the result would have been different. It is being realized everywhere outside of France that her printing—except perhaps her best book-work—is in a condition of decadence. French typefounders are a century or two behind the rest of the world. Several specimen books have been issued on the occasion of the Exhibition, which contain old faces that were turned out of the English books a score of years ago. With one or two exceptions, French engineers are equally retrogressive. The Germans are taking advantage of this, and sending their apparatus and materials to all parts of the world, where French manufacturers formerly had the preference. Although a splendid success from a financial and spectacular point of view, the French exhibition, as an exposition of industrial progress in the arts of book manufacture, must be considered an utter failure.
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Melbourne,
 3 January, 1890.




The outgoing of the year has not left trade in any better position than has prevailed for the past few months, yet comps generally have not much to complain of. Taking the year as a whole, nothing of very great import has taken place. The extra penny per thousand obtained in 1888 is still paid, and no attempt has been made to reduce the price. Notwithstanding the almost total collapse of the « land-boom » in the early part of the year just closed, and the continued influx of workmen from all the surrounding colonies, work has maintained a fair standard, and probably the next few months will be as quiet as any of the dull periods of the past year. The unemployed cry at present is not loud, nor has it been since the mass meeting held some months ago, when they were hurled from the front ranks to the utter rear. Through the agency of a few they presented a formidable rank, and clamored for allowances which were not forthcoming. The Society has expended a considerable amount on unemployed, strikes, and other assistance during the year, and hence a continual drain was necessary upon the employed. The funds should now be recouped, and the New Year commences with the ordinary levy of 1/- per week.


It is with considerable regret that I have to record the discontinuance of the well-conducted 
Trades and Labor Journal, which ceased to exist about the end of November. Nothing but a brilliant career seemed before this venture. It had every advantage—a wide field, no opposition, and the best of men at its head. Yet it has collapsed, and little is heard of it. The only surmise, and perhaps the cause of all such failures, is that the concern had not sufficient capital. The shares were too high for many to speculate in, although readily taken up, and consequently those who had paid up will not be light losers. A prospectus was issued to float the Company in £1 shares, but of the result I have not yet become acquainted. It is to be hoped that the matter will not be allowed to lie dormant; and though the efforts of one management may go « bung, » it does not follow that the scope for such a publication is wanting.


A Trades Union has been formed by the stereotypers engaged in the various offices in the city, under the title of the Stereotypers' Association of Victoria. Mr Gettings is President, and Mr J. Miers 
(Age office) is Secretary. Another step in the right direction.


I understand that Mr L. C. McKinnon, proprietor of the 
Argus, will leave shortly on a visit to the old country.


A considerable amount of descriptive matter has appeared in one of the leading morning journals on New Zealand and her Alpine wonders, during the past month. The Exhibition has also received praiseworthy comment, and throughout the articles have been of an interesting character.


With the year 1890 will commence a penny postage system throughout Victoria. This should be doubly appreciated from the fact that it has so long been undergoing establishment.


The comps here are not behind-hand in assisting fellow-workmen; and an appeal to the leading offices on behalf of Mr J. Corbett, a recent arrival from New Zealand, was liberally responded to. Mr Corbett has been unfortunate in securing work since arriving here, and has had to solicit aid. A sum of £20 17s 6d was subscribed and will for a time suspend want.


The proprietors of the 
Argus and the 
Age are now having the composing-rooms illuminated by electricity. It has been tried first as an experiment, and being found to work well will no doubt soon supplant the gas. The light is admirable to work under, and when in full working order it will prove a boon to compositors. The experiment is an expensive one, and the papers in question are deserving of praise in their efforts to benefit their 
employés.


Home papers this mail record the death of the Rev. Thomas Ashe, « the Cheshire poet. » His poems extend over a period from 1855 to the time of his death, and a collected edition published in 1886 fills nearly 850 pages in double columns. But he never commanded a large audience, and his name was known only to the literary world. His poetry is characterized by much beauty and technical skill, and the following lines show that he was conscious of his failure to gain recognition:






O, World, for me ne'er care to weave a crown,



Who hold your smile as lightly as your frown!



Yet I grow sad to think upon my songs,



For which no man, or even maiden, longs.



O, my poor flowers, dead in the lap of spring!



I think it is too sad a harvesting



For such brave hope, for such kind husbandry,



Yet must I still go singing till I die!





—Mr Ashe was one of the principal contributors to the « Book of Days, » for which he wrote most of the articles on English and foreign poets.
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Inventions, Processes, and Wrinkles





Iridescent Paper.—


Boil in water eight parts (by weight) of nutgalls, five parts of sulphate of iron, four each of sal ammoniac and sulphate of indigo, and one-eighth part of gum arabic. Wash the paper in this decoction, and then expose it to the fumes of ammonia until the desired result is reached.







Flyer for Platen Machines.—


Mr A. Merfitt, of Nottingham, has invented a very ingenious automatic flyer, which can be adapted to almost any make of platen machine, which may be thrown out of gear at pleasure, and offers no obstruction to working by hand; and which is said to add one-fourth to the speed of the press to which it is attached, besides saving soilage of work.







A Useful Typometer.—


The 
Gutenberg-Journal describes and illustrates an ingenious typometer, the invention of M. Sixte Albert. It consists of a narrow band of steel divided off and numbered in divisions of typographical points and millimetres. A peculiarly shaped attachment at one end serves as a lock when the measure is rolled up, and also as a standard measure of height of types, rules, and leads.







Luminous Powder.—


This invention is described in the 
American Lithographer and Printer, and is a decided novelty. The material is applied in exactly the same manner as bronzes, and in daylight has merely the appearance of a white powder; but if exposed to the light, the design becomes luminous in the dark, and will shine all night. Advertisers ought to recognize the applications of this novelty.







Winchell's Paste.—


Professor Alex. Winchell is credited with the invention of a cement that will stick on an anything. Take 2oz. of clear gum arabic, l½oz. of fine starch, and ½oz. of white sugar. Pulverise the gum arabic, and dissolve it in as much water as the laundress would use for the quantity of starch indicated. Dissolve the starch and sugar in the gum solution. Then cook the mixture in a vessel suspended in boiling water, until the starch becomes clear. The cement should be as thick as tar, and kept so. It can be kept from spoiling by dropping in a lump of gum-camphor, or a little oil of cloves or sassafrass. This cement is very strong indeed, and will stick perfectly to glazed surfaces, and is good to repair broken rocks, minerals, or fossils.







To Make Paper Waterproof.—


Any kind of paper can be made waterproof by pulling it through a weak solution of carpenter's glue, to which a trifle of acetic acid is added. To each quart of such solution an ounce of bichromate of potassa is added, and when the mixture is dissolved the paper should be pulled through two sheets at a time, in the usual manner followed when we damp paper for printing. After pulling through the solution, hang the paper up to dry in daylight (not in a dark place), and after it is found to be dry, leave it hanging for about fifteen minutes more, when the paper will he perfectly waterproof and highly suitable for many various purposes and different kinds of work in our trade.


—
American Lithographer and Printer.
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This is from « Puff, » of the Wellington 
Press:— « They seem to have had a lively meeting in Toronto. Yes! The Canadian and United States Freetrade party joining hands at Toronto! And the agitation for a Customs Union between the two countries is frightening the English and Canadian authorities into a reconsideration of the tariff. Protection, in fact, is endangering the hold of England over Canada! Yes! What a poisonous weed that Protection is! Wherever it goes, it sows the seeds of hostility between nations and even people of the same language! It not only caused hostility between European nations, but it caused strained relations between the United States and Canada, and is making every colony in Australia ready to fight its neighbor!»


According to the London correspondent of the Manchester 
Guardian, Professor Bryce's idea of securing a copyright in the United States for his great book, « The American Commonwealth, » by including in it certain chapters written by American authors, threatens to involve an unfortunate result. The third volume contains a chapter of twenty-six pages on « The Tweed Ring in New York City, » written and copyrighted by Frank J. Goodnow, a writer on the staff of the New York 
Evening Post. Throughout this account he classes Mr A. Oakey Hall, who was mayor of the city from 1869 ovwards, among the corrupt members of the ring; and in mentioning Mr Hall's acquittal, he adds the qualifying line— « But he has chosen to live out of America. » Mr Hall is now a naturalised British subject, resident in London, where he holds the position of legal adviser of Mr James Gordon Bennett. Mr Hall claims £20,000 damages, and the papers in the suit were served upon Professor Bryce on his wedding day.
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Art in Typefounding.



Our article in May, 1888, on « Typefounders and Trade Journals, » was copied into nearly all the English trade papers—in two of them taking the place of the ordinary leading article—and its essential portions translated into German, occupied a prominent place in a leading trade paper published in Leipzig. It has also brought us communications from more than one of the great English foundries, explaining, in some measure, the reason of the attitude they assume towards trade journalism—one which tends, we are still convinced, more to their own disadvantage than to that of the flourishing journals they ignore. We have no desire to return at present, except incidentally, to the subject then dealt with; but we will take up a point briefly touched upon in the article referred to— the barrenness of design (from an artistic point of view) of the English houses as compared with American, and still more noticeably, with German houses.


We have for many years made a study of type designs; but until ten or twelve years ago, knew them only from English specimen books. Beyond the fact the great majority of the beautiful combinations in Figgins's 
Epitome were described as « French Borders, » there was no indication that the borders and other decorative material were not original. Such, however, is the case. The specimen book of any large German foundry not only shows a wealth of design that far exceeds that of any English manufacturer, but claims many of them, with pardonable pride, as « Original productions of this house; » while careful inquiry proves that scarcely an important combination shown in the English books is original. In fact, to our great surprise, we have been told on good authority, that in the case of one ingenious design—though it was originated and patented by an English house—the punches were cut in Paris!


The « Banners border of Caslon's is one of the best achievements of English combination work; but it is defective in the joining up of the ornamental ends with the special metal rule. However, as a specimen of punch-cutting it ranks high; though the statement of the proprietors 
(Circular No. 2) that the production of the thirty punches occupied nearly eighteen months—that « almost every punch had to be re-engraved, and some a third time altered, before perfect accuracy was secured » —is a little startling. Surely this was not necessary! If so, how can the enormous continental combinations— running in one case up to over four hundred characters, all adjusted with the nicest care—possibly be produced without heavy loss to the founders? We understand that very few of the English houses possess the requisite appliances for the origination of elaborate combinations; and if so, there is a risk of ornamental punch-cutting becoming, so far as England is concerned, a lost art.


We are far from disparaging the fine work produced by English houses in their own special field. In the plain romans and old eng-lish styles—in the almost innumerable body-founts for bookwork to be found in their specimens, there is attained a degree of excellence, a harmony of proportion, and an accuracy of cut and lining, not only unsurpassed, but elsewhere unequalled. The finest roman faces in the continental books are avowedly of English cut. And this has had a reflex action on the printing of the different countries. The English compositor lacks the patience and artistic taste exhibited by his German brother in the arrangement of ornament, but he far excels him in the display of lines of type. In the best German work there is often a weakness and lack of balance in the lettering which greatly detracts from the general effect—in all good English work this is the strongest point. American display is worse still: we know of no greater horror than the average Yankee title-page.


In certain limited branches of ornamental work, the English houses have attained great excellence. In their isolated ornaments— vignette sketches, &c, they have shown much taste, and Caslon's exquisite ornamental corners have been reproduced with great appreciation on the Continent. But these corners, being emblematic, are necessarily limited in use. A sporting subject would be out of place in an auctioneer's catalogue, nor would the muses of painting and sculpture fittingly grace a nurseryman's list. It is in the rare cases where floral and other combinations are attempted that the weak point of the English houses appears. Take, for example, the « Primrose » designs of two or three founders—all stiff and unmanageable, and not one an artistic success.


It may be said that the combination border is a luxury with which the printer may dispense. The man of severe tastes may condemn it as « frippery, » « millinery, » &c.; but we hold, as we have consistently maintained in our pages, that type is an art material, and is capable of producing artistic effects obtainable by no other means. If this be admitted, the English typefounders make a mistake in allowing a branch of art to drift away into other lands.


We believe they make a commercial mistake—for the ornament, curiously enough, is the only character of universal application. Fortunes have been spent by the great English houses in cutting Greeks, Hebrews, Arabics, and the peculiar characters used in the dialects of India—for many of which not one printer in a thousand could have any use. The Roman character is as yet far from being universal; the German is still more restricted, and the Russian is scarcely known outside of its own territory. But the old combinations brought out by Derriey some fifty years ago—a wonderful novelty in their day—have reached every corner of the earth. For a good combination, the whole world is the field. This is the secret of the amazing progress of some of the German foundries. The sale of their body-founts outside of their own country is infinitesimal; but their borders are produced by tons, and sold in all parts of the world. No one in these colonies (except an occasional « crank » ) buys Yankee body-founts. They are not equal to English, and are more costly. But the « Glyptic » and the « Filigree » are found everywhere, and the « Victoria » and « Washington » and « Lafayette » figure in the same page as English text and classic borders from Leipzig or Frankfort-on-the-Main. It is the same in England itself. Right under the eyes of the wealthy foundries, their ornamental productions are being supplanted by the foreign article. They possess wealth, and their country has artists and designers who could rival or surpass the best foreign work. If they bestirred themselves, we might find in another ten years English borders taking the lead in Paris, Leipzig, or New York, and penetrating to the farthest corners of Europe and the most distant isles of the sea.


There is but one excuse: « Our original designs are pirated as soon as issued, and the law gives us no effectual protection. » This is no longer the case. The protection may be costly and the procedure cumbrous, but it does exist, and American and German houses find it efficient. The pirates still show the old « Japanese » and « Orient » combinations, but they do not venture to lay hands on the later American designs. Where there is a will there is a way. What 
Typo wishes to see is English art applied to English typefounding—a new « combination » that would take the world by storm.


Who should fix the terms on which work is taken—the printer or the customer? A certain amount of contempt is felt for the retailer who allows the buyer to fix his prices; and we hold that the business man who submits to dictation from his customer is deficient in self-respect. Let us take a suppositious case: Enter a new patron, « I am going into business: shall require a good deal of printed stationery.





I like your style of work; but 
of course shall want everything as low as possible. Times like these, you know, » &c. Then he takes up an hour or so of time with specimens and instructions, and prices are arranged for a total, say, of twelve pounds' worth of work. The order is noted, when the customer adds: « Oh, by the way, perhaps I shall not want some of this work at all, and it will be nine or ten months, probably, before so-and-so is required. But I must ask you, before undertaking the contract to give me a 
marked cheque for ten pounds, which I will hold as a security for due performance of the work. That cheque I will cash and pay into a special account, and return when the contract is, to my satisfaction, completed. In case of any delay or irregularity on your part, I will retain the money. » Would not the first impulse of the ordinary printer be to kick the man out? During the past month we have received two proposals of exactly the same kind from local government bodies. We are expected to spend time making up an estimate on elaborate specifications for a few trumpery jobs, and then to lend a substantial sum of money for twelve months without interest or security, and with the risk of losing it on some paltry quibble! No, Messrs Local Bodies. It is not good enough. We have waste-basketed your specimens and specifications, and if any printer takes the work on 
your terms, 
Typo wishes him much joy of his contract.
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An up-country newspaper property in the North Island is offered for sale or lease. The terms are « £150 down; the balance to remain. » As a further inducement, the advertisement adds: « Proprietorship is supposed to carry with it certainty of election to the House. » Could impudence be carried farther than this?


Until some kind of national spirit is developed—and it seems as if nothing less than a grave common danger can bring about such a result—all talk of colonial federation is idle. As local displays the « jubilee » celebrations of Auckland and Wellington were great successes—as national demonstrations they were not. The actual day to be observed was in dispute, and the official notification of the holiday, held back to the last moment, was simply ignored. As the 
Press well put it, the 22nd was the anniversary of colonization—the 29th of officialism. The loyalty of the colonists is strong, bnt it is voluntary, and the Governor's snub to the old colonists of Wellington was a grave blunder. The banks observed both days. Auckland most religiously ignored the 22nd, and Wellington the 29th, and the other towns, regarding the affair as merely local, made no public demonstration whatever. No 
Gazette notice can alter the fact that but for Colonel Wakefield and his pioneers, New Zealand would have been to-day a French convict depôt instead of a British colony. Yet the wretched spirit of localism—a hindrance to colonial progress which no statesman has yet been able to overcome or successfully resist—has intervened, and the colony has lost a golden opportunity of asserting its unity and marking its half-centennial.


« The late Samuel Bowles, » says the Louisville 
Publisher and Printer, « one of the ablest newspaper men our country ever produced, who successfully published a metropolitan journal in a country town, made it a part of the 'style' of his paper to eschew the use of titles before people's names as much as possible. For instance, if the name of Charles Sumner was given, the prefix 'Mr' was religiously omitted, though it might be appended in case only the surname or initial and surname were given, as 'Mr Sumner' or 'Mr C. Sumner.' This rule was inflexibly enforced in all cases. The title 'Esq.' was sedulously avoided, and 'Hon.' was seldom or never given as a handle to one's name. Mr Bowles's example is commended to every newspaper conductor. Of all the much-abused terms, 'Esq.' stands foremost. Originally, a title of respect and distinction, it has so long been prostituted to unworthy purposes as to have become meaningless. » Colonial papers would do well to follow this example. In the advertising columns and in job-work, however, the printer can do no more than make an occasional suggestion, We remember printing a book of club rules for a number of young fellows belonging to an athletic society, and in the list of officers the secretary had « esquired » the lot, committee and all. The effect was so ludicrous, that we took the liberty of dropping the affixes—but they were all carefully marked in the proof. The 
P. and P. quotes from Eugene H. Munday's « Cabinet Poems » a little piece entitled « E. S. Q., » which we reprint in the present issue. It ought to be prominently stuck up in every composing-room in the land.


Both the 
Pall Mall Gazette and the 
Daily Telegraph have published « forecasts » of the report of the Parnell Commission. They are both purely imaginary, and differ in all essential particulars. What is the press agency about to send such rubbish by cable?


One of the most terrible fires on record in a printing office occurred on the 30th November, in the 
Tribune building, Minneapolis, Minn. Fifty editors, printers, and others, employed on the top floor, were apparently shut off from all means of escape, and wildest excitement prevailed. The fire started about 10.30 in a pile of paper on the third floor, and the flames immediately enveloped the shaft, and closed all mode of egress for sixty or more men employed on the seventh floor. The building was eight stories high. It had but one stairway, a winding affair, and one elevator, which proved the means of its speedy destruction. The St. Paul 
Pioneer Press had a branch office, employing five men, in the sixth story. There were about a hundred men in all employed in the top floors, and of these eight are known to be killed. Several tried to cross to another building hand over hand on telegraph wires, but their strength failed; they managed to get a distance of some twenty feet, and then dropped to the ground to meet instant death. Others jumped or fell from the window ledges. One man shot himself when he found there was no chance to escape. Before a stream from the engines reached the upper floors the windows were full of men shrieking for help in a way that was heartrending. When the ladders were brought, the work of rescue began quickly. Some got away, with severe burning, by the fire escapes and stairway; many more by the ladders. Half-a-dozen jumped, several were crushed. Seven bodies at the morgue have been respectively identified as Milton Pickett, assistant city editor 
Pioneer Press; James F. Igoe, telegraph operator; Walter E. Miles, assistant press agent; W. H. Millman, commercial editor 
Tribune; Jerry Jenkinson, compositor; Robert McCutcheon, compositor; and Professor Edward Oleson, of Vermillion, Dakota, who happened to be making a business call on the editor of the 
Tribune. The entire plant of the 
Tribune, valued at $100,000, is gone, and other losses swell the total to $150,000. A shocking sequel to the story is that Charles S. Ostrorn, cashier of the Minneapolis department of the St. Paul 
Pioneer Press, located in the 
Tribune building, has been arrested for arson. He had, according to his own confession, embezzled $2,200 of the 
Pioneer Press money, which he had lost in gambling. His books were left out of the safe on the night of the fire, as if he intended by the desperate act to prevent his shortage being detected. Ostrom, however, only confesses to the money deficit; he denies the arson.


On the 16th inst., in Christchurch, five persons—James Anderson, second-hand dealer, S. Stephens Powell, bookseller, Charles Christian Somers, bookseller, William Henry Hoskins, second-hand dealer, and Charles Henry Rhodes, bookseller and newsvendor—were charged with having indecent literature for sale. The information, which originally was for an indictable offence, was withdrawn in order that the accused might be summarily dealt with under the city bye-laws. The books in question were chiefly Zola's works. Defendants pleaded guilty, and were fined £2 each, with costs and fees bringing the total up to £4 9s. « Served them right, » will be the general verdict; but in one case the police, in their anxiety to get up a case, appear to have inflcted a grievous wrong. Mr Stephens Powell writes thus to the Lyttelton 
Times:— « Having been arraigned before the Courts on a criminal charge of disseminating obscene literature, to which on the advice of my counsel I pleaded guilty in order to avoid the enormous cost of defending myself in the Supreme Court, which I should have had to pay, no matter how the case went, it is only fair that an explanation should be circulated. From the very nature of my calling as a bookseller such a charge might, if not controverted, do serious damage to my business. I have no obnoxious literature in my establishment whatsoever, and have always tried to hold aloof from anything of the kind. A tenant of a property I have, when going away home some years ago, left behind him some little odds and ends, amongst which was a book in the French language, which he said he would give me. The book lay then unexposed at the back of my shop till a fortnight ago, when a man came in and enquired had I any good novels, I replied, Certainly. He then said Had I any of Zola's? I replied: Zola's novels! I would not sell one of them if you gave me £50 for it; do you not know that they are not allowed to be sold now, and that I should be no party to any breach of the law; but I had an old book in the French language, a collection of essays, which I did not suppose there would be any harm in selling him, and that he could have it at a reduction to get it out of my way. The man agreed to buy, and paid 3s 6d for it, a shilling under the proper price. That man was a detective, and in a few days I received a summons to answer a charge of circulating indecent literature. The book was in a language of which beyond the mere rudiments I am ignorant. »
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Literature.



Our remark that New Zealand has not yet produced a poet, has been more questioned than anything else that has appeared in our pages; but we still hold that (if the ordinary usage of the word be accepted), it was perfectly correct. It is to a great extent a question of definition. We have seen a parallel discussion about the term « drunkard. » « Is a man who once gets drunk, a drunkard? » « Certainly not, » is the reply. « Then why have you to use the term habitual drunkard? A man who steals once is a thief—a man once drunk is a drunkard. » But we know very well that the term as commonly used, means much more than this; and few will acknowledge that the production of a few good verses, in a wilderness of prosy and imperfect rhymes, will constitute one a poet. Does the fact that a man has occasionally written rubbish in the form of poetry disqualify him? No—for nearly all great poets have done this in weak moments. It is by his general standard that a writer is popularly judged. If the greater part of his work is good, at times rising to high excellence, he is a poet, notwithstanding his faults; if, on the other sand, the larger proportion of his writings are poor and mediocre, an occasional gleam of genius will not redeem them. As yet only one real poem has found its inspiration in New Zealand life and surroundings, and the author belonged to the home country, where his days were ended. New Zealand has not yet produced—as New South Wales had done—a native poet.


That there are poetic aspirants enough, any weekly paper will prove, and for the 
Evening Post's prize for a jubilee poem, there were ninety competitors. There is always a want of spontaneity about verse so composed, and the present instance is no exception. The judge was Mr James Edward Fitzgerald, 
C.M.G., and his task of wading through some fifteen thousand lines of MS. verse—all on one subject—was not an enviable one. The 
Post publishes the three successful poems and some of the unsuccessful, and we certainly cannot understand on what principle the prize was awarded. By far the best is Mr Edward Tregear's, rated third. No. 2 is better than No. 1, which is an unrhymed rhapsody, in three different measures. This is a specimen of the alleged poetry:






And then the Great Scorner of Death, Defier of Tempest and Danger,



Son of Tangaroa himself, lo 
Cook comes from the Ocean!



Him must the Maori greet, and with food and friendship receive him;



For his is the loadstone of love, and his the dread death-dealing thunder.



Nor leaves he them unrecompensed—in the woods, lo, the root-grubbing porker,—



Goats on the steep-hanging cliffs, and the riwai in fruitful plantations.



Him shall the Raukawa know, and vast Aorangi, cloud dweller:



No more shall be heard their old names, but Cook's Strait and Mount Cook shall be told of.





Shade of Tupper! In the lowest depths of « Proverbial Philosophy » is there as low a deep as this?—This is the style of No. 2:






My own fair Isle!



Who on my birth didst sweetly smile;



Land of the mellow sky and wave-blown breeze



Of noble mountains, mirrored in soft seas,



And drest with loveliest verdure where the gush



Of sweet bird-music rings from bush to bush;



O brightest gem



Gracing Victoria's diadem



Thy sons, with sacred pride for thee,



Honor thy glorious Jubilee!



And every breast



Thrills with the thought of those who are at rest—



The noble Pioneers! Ay! shall it e'er be said



Your memory is revered, illustrious Dead—



Cook, Marsden, Wakefield!—you of deathless name,



To whose great deeds Zealandia owes her fame!





—These lines are by Mr Charles Umbers, Dunedin, a native of the colony, apparently. The concluding sentence is a little weak as regards construction; but Mr Umbers can certainly write verse of which he need not feel ashamed. But more regular in form, and far more poetic in its imagery than either of these, is Mr Tregear's production. We have only room for the second stanza:






What fairy wand, what magic spell shall waken



This Virgin slumbering in the southern foam?



Lo, from her eyes the veil of sleep is shaken:



Breaking the near horizon, hither roam



The ships which bear the Victors of the Sea.



Swift comes the foremost bark on western gales,



The bark, Dawn-named, in happy augury,



The daybreak of a nation in her sails!





We have seen nothing better in verse by any New Zealand writer than this poem of Mr Tregear's.—Our typographical friend, Mr John Ludford, just escaped a prize, being rated fourth. He may, however, console himself with the reflection that his work is a good deal better than that of No. 1.


A pretty regular contributor to the poets' corner of the Auckland papers recently has been the Rev. E. H. Gulliver. He is a minister of the Church of England, who gives lectures very much of the « freethought » stamp—a great denouncer of orthodoxy and of social abuses, but whose abilities are not apparently of the constructive order. Between the mere denouncer and the reformer there is a wide gulf, and we are not quite sure that Mr Gulliver can be placed in the second category. His verses are uneven in quality, and are mostly invectives against real or imaginary wrong. The following, entitled « Via Crucis, Via Lucis, » is one of his best efforts:






Forth from Jerusalem in the fading gloom



Faintly suffused with glow that told of day,



A man condemned stepped onward to his doom



Up the steep, rugged way





That led to Calvary. But few were there,



As passed the grim processional of death,



Soldiers, friends, foes, some curious, some in fear



Asking what happeneth.





What need to linger o'er the scene of woe?



'Tis painted on the canvas of the world



In pigments that may never lose their glow



Till Time's scroll all be furled.





He died as all must die whose lives are given



To the stern quest for Truth—who, pure and high,



Seek on this earth to find sonic path to heaven



Such in the effort die.





Poets, prophets, painters, ye whose raptured soul



Absorbs the godlike till it seems your own,



Before whose gaze ethereal visions roll,



Discerned by you alone;





Who hear majestic symphonies within,



Sweet as the fabled music of the spheres,



Potent to quell the rude discordant din,



That smites our duller ears;





A Calvary is yours, the bleeding feet



Must tread undaunted on their upward way,



Till thro' the gloom of martyrdom ye greet



The light of dawning day.





The reader will note a certain want of insight in these lines. Their pessimism is entirely foreign to the Christian ideal, and the poet is quite content to rest in the external aspect of physical pain and apparent failure, ignoring the recompense which always attends sincere work. He does not always choose the shadows, however, as the following pretty lines to his little daughter will show:






Through the window on the floor



Crept a sunbeam to and fro;



Little Muriel, trotting o'er,



Marked the sunbeam's trembling glow—



Sought, with hands outstretched in glee,



To catch the tiny ray of light,



But the sunbeam merrily



Laughed, and vanished out of sight.





Little Muriel, in your eyes



You have caught the sunbeam's light;



There, as in deep haunts, it lies—



Dancing, laughing, clear and bright.



Never may that sunny ray



From those dear eyes pass away.





Mr W. Skey, best known in his official capacity as public analyst, has issued a little volume of poems.


Mr H. Brett, an Auckland publisher, has issued an illustrated « Jubilee and Exhibition Chronicle » of 64 pages large folio, at the price of one shilling. It is somewhat disappointing—the engravings are rough, and much of the space is devoted to puffs of business houses. Among the numerous « Jubilee » and « Exhibition » publications, we have not seen one worth preserving. « The trail of the [advertising] serpent is over them all. » We are great believers in advertisements—in their proper place. When masked as news—or worse still, as editorial criticisms—they are an abomination.


The « Jubilee » supplement of the Taranaki 
Herald—eight pages—is quite original in style. It contains five rough but effective engravings of Taranaki scenery, in two of which the white symmetrical cone of Egmont figures like « Fusi-yama » in a Japanese drawing. The retrospective articles are written by a journalist who has had many years' experience in the colony, and has kept copious and methodical notes. There are several pieces of poetry, and for musical readers, a song with piano accompaniment. Then there is an original story « Our Jubilee, » —an imaginary trip to the old country, into which is ingeniously introduced a score or more of the little sketches which have for a long time been a feature of the 
Herald's letter from home.


Mr Rider Haggard has been accused of plagiarising some of the sensational incidents in « She » from Moore's « Epicurean » but the charge was one of imitation, not of actual transcription. According to Mr James Runciman, in the Newcastle 
Leader, he has now been guilty of the latter offence. Mr Runciman says:— « Mr Lang thinks Mr Haggard has a right to steal other men's work, since he does so adorn the things he cribs, and I am content to let Mr Lang have his own way. But, alas! when contributions are levied on one's own work, how one's notions are modified! I read about a certain 'magnificent description' which Mr Haggard achieved in 'Mr Meeson's Will,' and this 'magnificent,' 'superb,' 'appalling,' 'thrilling' description was mentioned in so many different places that I was tempted to get the book. Then I found that I had written the 'magnificent' description myself in the 
Pall Mall, and our gay and festive novelist had carted it bodily into his book three years after this humble pen first set it down. The festive one probably received some £50 for the fragment which endowed me with 90s. A few of us got the old 
Pall Mall (and the more by token we had to pay stiffly for the copy); we surveyed the deliciously cool annexation; we studied the adjectives of the 'Mutuals;' and then I broke out into a yell of laughter. If any of your readers want to know how the trick is done let them look up the long article, 'How the Ocean Liner was lost,' in the 
Pall Mall for the early part of March, 1886. »
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The New Zealand Rifle Association has acknowledged the services of the Press by presenting Messrs G. Humphries of the Press Association and Albert Cohen of the Dunedin 
Star with a handsome ring each.


A cable message to the press informs us that a compositor of « advanced » views has been committed for trial for advocating the murder of the Chairman of the Metropolitan Gas Company. He will probably pay dearly for his « gas. » For the present it is cut off.


Two visitors at the Dunedin exhibition were gazing with interest at a trophy of grain and wool, when they caught sight of the motto attached, 
Fortuna sequatur. « Fortunate squatter! » said one with a laugh. « True enough; but a pretty mess the fool has made of the spelling!»


« 'Interesting discovery,' indeed! » exclaims the Wanganui 
Herald in reference to the reported « find » of the lost books of Euclid. « We know some boys who would like to get hold of the man who made it. It is almost enough to throw a gloom over the coming holidays. »


The Providence 
Journal, an American paper, says that « Australia and New Zealand furnish kangaroo hides for the world. » The same paragraph states that the New Zealand skins are shipped from Masterton. As there are no marsupials of any description in New Zealand, and as Masterton is an inland town, this news comes to New Zealanders with all the charm of novelty.


Someone has sent us a sheet almanac printed on the West Coast—a sad example of over-ambitious work. The display is about as bad as can be, but this might have passed if it had been worked in black, as the black is pretty clean. But the red, in which the greater part of the job is printed, ruins the whole, completely filling up the types. The register, too, is all out. With one-third the labor, the work would have been in all respects better.


After describing the disastrous result of one of his comic paragraphs, an American humorist says:






Since then I've never dared to be



As funny as I can.





The Wellington R.M. is apparently in the same predicament. In a late case, « His worship entirely agreed that amusing and facetious remarks should be witheld. 'If I were to let off all the good jokes I think of myself,' he said, 'we should not get on very fast.!»


The Auckland 
Observer is in trouble. Mr Thomas Mace Humphreys, solicitor, has proceeded against Messrs J. L. Kelly and H. J. Baulf, the proprietors, for publishing certain offensive paragraphs relating to him, of which the following is one:






There was once a boxer called Mace,



With a horrible mug on his face,



And a big brutal jaw,



But he took to the law,



And he's bound for a very hot place.





Some apology is necessary for reproducing such stuff, but it will serve to show the character of what are known in the colony as « society » papers. It is to be regretted that no more accurate descriptive term is in use; for these papers, one and all, are a blot and a libel upon colonial society.—The accused were committed for trial.
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Our Exchanges.



We welcome the weekly 
Journal für Buchdruckerkunst from Brunswick— one of the best of the world's trade journals. The matter of greatest interest to us in the three numbers to hand is the article on « Systematische Ty-pendicken, » or what is known (somewhat incorrectly) in the States as the « self-spacing » system. The article is in reference to the types recently produced and exhibited by Hr. Haller-Goldschach, of Berne, whose specimens are set out both in Roman and German, and occupy a whole page. There are seven widths to the Roman and six to the German, all in fixed proportion to the body. The specimen has only to be compared with the irregular example of ordinary type on the next page to show its immeasurable superiority. The objection of « distortion » is quite unfounded, as after careful examination of the whole series, we fail to find a single distorted character in either alphabet. It is stated that Herr H.-Goldschach, has after examining the types of sixty English, French, and German foundries, and measuring 92 German and 100 Roman founts, discovered that the number of thicknesses in a fount varied from 86 to 71. In one German fount of 80 characters he found 50 widths. Quite time for a reform.


The 
Ink Fiend for November is full of interesting matter. « Helping the Author out, » a printer's story, is a capital sketch.


The 
Art Printer for Sept.-Oct. fully justifies its title. The editor has a word on strikes « overheard on the elevated train. » A comp. quietly remarked that « the men who drive the Craft into a strike are never the men best fitted to conduct it. »


The 
Inland Printer for November prints a curiosity in rule-work—a study of an elk's head, by Mr Fred. B. Crewe, New York. With the exception of the nose and eyes, which are engraved, the whole work is composed of 12-to pica brass-rule, over seventy feet being used. The same artist has a vigorous brass-rule sketch of a dog's head, artistically wrought out in color, in the 
Art Printer. As in the case of the elk, the eyes and mouth are engraved. The dog is the better piece of work of the two, and one of the best specimens of the kind that we have seen.


The Boston 
Paper World for November gives interesting sketches of the large new premises in which its business is now carried on.


From Messrs Cowan & Co. we have received several copies of the 
Printers' Bulletin, in which they advertise their various agencies in type and material. The 
Bulletin is well printed, and contains interesting matter.


The position taken by the trade journals proper is well illustrated by the last issue of MacKellar's 
Typographic Advertiser, now in its 35th year. Its interest has been quite forstalled by the monthlies. It contains eleven pages of new styles, every one which has either appeared already in one or more trade journals, or reaches us by the same mail. There are two pages of literary matter, which we are sorry to see is largely devoted to the depreciation (or still more objectionable patronising) of rival houses. The Johnson Foundry can ill afford to do this—if it would take the lead it must originate more, and imitate less.



L'Intermédiare for November contains a reduced copy of the finest piece of rulework composition that we have yet seen. The original, we are told, measures 3ft. × 2ft., and is beautifully printed in colors. It is the composition of M. Lanier, and represents a group of the architecture of all ages, a sphinx, fallen and broken building-stones, and foliage in the foreground. The picture is not in outline, but shaded very much in the style of Sambourne; and as cross-hatching is freely introduced, there must have been two rule-forms set to register, and two workings. The outlining and shading are both admirable, and only in two or three places is to be detected the peculiar curve characteristic of bent rule. It would be interesting to know how many yards of rule (and hours of time) were used in this work. Not less remarkable than the rule-work are the inscriptions, of which there are fifteen, each in a different character, and each appropriate to the building on which it is placed. They include Egyptian hieroglyphics, Assyrian, Hebrew, Syriac, Arabic, Greek, and others. The work is one that no one but a compositor could appreciate.


No 10 of the 
British Printer is one of the finest yet issued. It is full of fine examples of typographic design, in black and in colors, all printed in the best style. It is both practical and artistic.


A striking and clever piece of rule-and-color work appears in the 
Superior Printer. It is by J. M. Miller, Nashville, and represents a cornucopia, from which are falling cards bearing inscription, setting forth the different styles of work undertaken by the printer.


A copy of the 
American Printer (No 6, vol. i) bearing the stamp of the Liberty Machine Works, has reached us. It is the organ of the Southern Printers' Supply Company, Atlanta, Georgia, is finely printed, and is full of useful « wrinkles. » There seems no end to the list of printers' trade papers in the United States.


In the 
American Bookmaker for November, Mr H. G. Bishop writes about the new « Linotype » composing machine (in use on the New York 
Tribune), and gives some interesting samples of its work. He reckons that where the machine can be kept continually at work, it reduces the cost of composition by one-half. Of the newspaper work, all the specimens are execrable, the face bad and alignment imperfect—the one merit being the spacing, which in any given line is absolutely uniform, a result unattainable by hand-spacing. One sample in large type and wide measure, is, however, so good that one would suppose it to have been composed in the ordinary manner.
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Trade Lists and Samples.


Messrs Whitcombe & Tombs, Christchurch, send us priced samples of manufactured stationery.


Messrs Wimble & Co., Melbourne and Sydney, send us a well-printed specimen of their inks, with press testimonials.


Gebr. Jänecke & Fr. Sehneemann, Hanover, send us a beautifully-printed price-list of typographic and litho. inks.


The Liberty Machine Works send us an illustrated circular relating to their presses and machinery.


Messrs F. T. Wimble & Co., send us a circular stating that Mr J. W. Goddard has retired from the firm, and that Mr F. T. Wimble rejoins it.


Messrs S. Cook & Co, Melbourne, send us a sample of 54℔ pink news, and a well-printed pamphlet setting forth their agencies.


From the Manhattan Foundry we have a circular in colors advertising the « American » card and billhead press.


From the Anglo-Continental Export Company, 57 Bishopsgate-st. Within, London, E.C., we are in receipt of priced samples of strawhoards, and gold-foil paper, plain and embossed. The prices are reasonable and the quality good.


Mr W. H. Foden, printer, Timaru, sends us a neat circular announcing that he has entered into partnership with Mr F. Osborn, and that the business will in future be carried on under the name of W. H. Foden & Co.
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Bill Nye puts it neatly. « The peculiar characteristic of classic music is that it is really so much better than it sounds. »


According to the Waikato 
Times, the Cambridge correspondent of the 
Observer was set upon by a young printer in the street a few days ago, and soundly thrashed. The correspondent had written very offensively of a young lady in the district, associating her name with those of several young men, including the typo in question. If these gentlemen severally administer a similar castigation, the correspondent will have a rough experience, which he well deserves.


There are some very disagreeable people in the little town of Opotiki, and even the hallowed season of Yuletide is not to them a time of peace and goodwill. For some reason they have a grudge against the local 
Mail, and on Christmas eve they provided for the printer a Christmas pie. At night they effected an entry through a window, capsized a case of type on the floor, and, taking another outside, emptied it into a briar-bush. Opotiki possesses a lock-up, and an energetic policeman. We hope the offenders will make the acquaintance of both.


A fatal accident occurred in Evans's Bay, Wellington, on the 12th inst. Three young printers named Herbert Mitchell, Charles Oliver, and Thomas Flynn, went out for a day's pleasure in a boat belonging to Mitchell. All three were accustomed to boating, and could swim; but the weather was so rough that friends warned them against going. The boat capsized in sight of the shore, and two men, at considerable risk, put off in a small boat, and rescued Flynn and Oliver, almost at the last gasp, but Mitchell had sunk and was lost. He was twenty-one years of age, and was employed as a compositor at the Government Printing Office.


Mrs John W. Mackay, who is noted for her riches, lately brought an action for libel against the Manchester 
Examiner and Times. The paragraph complained of stated that Mrs M., prior to her marriage, was a washerwoman in Nevada. The case was settled by defendants apologising, paying costs, and a sum of money to certain charities to be selected by the plaintiff. The judge, with a cool impertinence which is not uncommon on the bench, « remarked to defendants that they ought to feel grateful to plaintiff for her leniency. » The alleged libel would have been forgotten but for the plaintiff's foolishness in bringing the action. It has now obtained publicity in nearly every newspaper in the world.
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E. S. Q.




I wonder what these letters mean!



I wonder if they show



That some are stationed high in life,



And some are standing low!



If yea, I wonder which they mark;



I cannot tell—can you?



Whether 'tis credit or a shame



To be an E-S-Q?





'Tis true that in another land,



They do a meaning own,



And note the faintest ray that's shot



From the scintillant throne;



But, sending for a boot-black here,



I cannot tell—can you?



Why I should, would, could, ought to write—



Sam Jonson, E-S-Q?





And, writing to a man of parts,



Whose claims to honor flow



From mighty deeds or stirring words,



What do the letters show?



That they will lustre cast on him,



I cannot think—can you?



We nothing add, sir, though we write



Addendum, E-S-Q.






But, we must some distinction make!



Indeed? 'Tis very right;



But quite as easy for the blind



To tell the day from night.



What court shall sit upon the claims?



I would not dare—would you?



Say who shall be a simple 
Man,



And who an E-S-Q?





If thou would'st challenge men's respect,



So labor that thy name



May glisten with an inborn light



Upon the scroll of fame.



Our very schoolboys, sir, would laugh



(Rightly, I think—don't you?)



O'er « commentaries written by J. Cæsar, E-S-Q. »





I greatly wonder men of rank,



And men of judgment, too,



Don't drop for ever, and at once,



The senseless E-S-Q.



See, gentlemen, we nameless folk



Are aping after you;



I wonder that you still will use



Plebeian, E-S-Q.





I'm no Reformer; would not choose



To make myself a mark



For Custom's arrows, while her curs



In stupid chorus bark.



Follow the fashion, if you please,



It may be meet for you;



But let me shoot for rarer game



Than common E-S-Q.



—
Eugene H. Munday.
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New Exchanges.—The 
Journal für Buchdruckerkunst, Brunswick, from No 43 vol. 56.


The 
Pelorus Guardian is one of the latest additions to the newspaper press of the South Island.


Messrs Wakefield & Roydhouse, the proprietors of the Wellington 
Press, have dissolved partnership.


A lad named Peter Phillips, employed on the Bay of Plenty 
Times, had a painful accident, his thumb and forefinger having been jammed in the machinery. Dr Bullen promptly amputated the injured members. It has been alleged that the operation was not necessary, and proceedings are threatened.


The action brought by Mr W. F. Schey, 
M.P., against the Sydney 
Evening News to recover £2000 for libel, has resulted in a verdict for plaintiff for £500 damages.


The Gisborne 
Standard has been purchased from the Company by Mr Akroyd, the secretary. The 
Standard is a « live » paper, and we do not think Mr Akroyd will regret the step he has taken.


The Wairarapa journalists are turning up in the South. Mr G. K. Wakelin is editing the new Pelorus 
Guardian, and Mr Beckett, of Carterton, has taken up the Marlborough 
Times.


Tho 
New Zealand Craftsman is the name of a new Masonic organ just started at Dunedin. A good many attempts have been made in this colony to establish a periodical representative of the craft; but they have all been failures. How is this? Perhaps the new attempt may prove the exception.


Another storm is about to burst on the Auckland 
Observer. An action against the proprietors for contempt of Court, which fell through some six weeks ago, has been renewed; and Mr Humphreys, the solicitor, who has been used by them for some time past as a target, has served them with a writ claiming £1000 damages for libel.


The Oamaru 
Mail is threatened with criminal proceedings, if an apology is not forthcoming, for having stated in a recent issue that Mr Edwin Martin had disappeared mysteriously. The 
Mail says that the information was published out of kindness to Mr Martin, and in order to assist in the discovery of his whereabouts.


Two printers' weddings were solemnized in Napier this month. On the 18th January, John, eldest son of Mr D. Carruth, war married to Hannah, eldest daughter of Mr G. H. Wootton; and on the 22nd Mr S. Storkey was married to Miss E. Dean. Both couples have our best wishes, and we hope that the happy pair who were united on Jubilee day may celebrate their golden wedding when New Zealand celebrates its first centenary.


The Sydney 
Daily Telegraph on the 20th December published an article quoting authorities to show that there was no vested legal interest in a liquor licence. The fact is well known, and there is no decision to the contrary on record; but the Licensed Victuallers' Association were very angry at the article, and decided not only to « boycot » the paper, but every one suspected of subscribing to it! At latest advices the 
Telegraph was none the worse.


The Marlborough 
Times has again changed hands, the new proprietor being Mr C. G. Beckett, late printer of the Wairarapa 
Observer. Mr Beckett (says the Taranaki 
Herald) arrived in New Zealand in the ill-fated 
Queen Bee, in 1877, and after a tour of the colony he settled down in the Wairarapa in 1879 as managing director of the 
Guardian newspaper company, but later on he proceeded to the South Island, and joined the staff of the 
Lyttelton Times. In 1881 he started the Wairarapa 
Observer, and about two years since he founded the 
Featherston Chronicle and Martinborough Gazette, which he recently disposed of with advantage to himself.
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Obituary.


The Rev. Thomas Ashe, of Cheshire, the author of « Songs Now and Then, » and other poems, and « The Sorrows of Hypsipile, » a Greek drama, has died in London, in his 54th year.


An English telegram records the death of Dr Adler, the chief Rabbi of the English Jews for the past forty-five years. He was born in Hanover in 1803, and was noted for his learning and his liberal views. He was the author of several sermons and commentaries. His portrait appeared, with those of other noted London Jews, in a late 
Graphic.


Mr Jacob Ottmann, the printer of 
Puck, a well-known and able lithographer, died in New York, from paralysis of the heart, in his forty-first year. He was a native of Meisenheim on the Lahn, Prussia, and emigrated to America in 1863. His ability and industry helped greatly to make the celebrated paper with which he connected a great success. He leaves one daughter, thirteen years of age.


A telegram of 11th January records the death at Munich, at the good old age of 91, of a man of mark in the ecclesiastical and literary history of the century—Dr Joseph Horatius Böllinger. He was the author of important and standard works on church history; but will be always chiefly remembered as the head of the « Alt-Katholik » party; and for his steadfast opposition to the innovations in doctrine and practice decreed by the Vatican. He has fallen a victim to the influenza epidemic, and died « full of years and honors. »


The Wairarapa 
Daily of the 23rd ult. records the sudden death of an old Wairarapa journalist, Mr J. Martin Rockel. He first took to journalistic work some sixteen years ago as Masterton correspondent of the Wairarapa 
Standard, and subsequently became editor and proprietor of the Masterton 
News-Letter. Later on he joined the staff of the Wanganui 
Herald, and afterwards that of the Wellington 
Times. For some years past he has lived at Masterton, acting as correspondent to Wellington papers. His journalistic work, says the 
Daily, was marked by « a clear and intelligent conception, a painstaking and conscientious accuracy in statement, and a graceful and lucid style. »


Mr Frederick Bond, well known in this colony, died at Kew Asylum, Melbourne, on the 13th December. He was the son of a Manchester lawyer, and studied short-hand under Mr Pitman. He was connected for a time with the Manchester press, and came out about fifteen years ago to Melbourne, joining the 
Echo as reporter. He was afterwards on the South Australian 
Register, and on « Hansard » in the same colony. Thence to Auckland, from whence he went south to join the Otago 
Guardian, a paper that started with a good literary staff. When the 
Guardian was merged into the 
Daily Times, he joined the latter; was afterwards sub-editor of the Wellington 
Post, then joined the New Zealand « Hansard, » but gave up the situation on account of failing health, and went to Melbourne, where soon after his arrival his intellect gave way. He was a clever man, one of the finest reporters in the colony, and an accomplished musician and composer.
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Napier, New Zealand. Printed and Published by 
Robert Coupland Harding, at his registered Printing Office, Hastings-street.—January, 1890.
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Design in Typography. 
Type Ribbons.



XXXVIII.




Our last article concluded with a reference to the limitations of the original ribbon. In later designs where these have been more or less successfully remedied, it has been at the expense of simplicity, and with a great increase in the number of characters. We have referred to the occasional difficulty in justifying, owing to the slope of the end-pieces. Another limitation is, the rigidity of the back fold. In a brevier ribbon, the lines must be at least a long primer apart; there being no provision such as this (shown in the margin), 

[image: ]
by which the ribbon can double upon itself. On the other hand, the folding piece, being shaded top and bottom,


[image: ]
could not be lengthened by repetition, as in the following example:


[image: ]
The third limitation was in the length of the end-piece, confining the width of the ribbon to great-primer. Of course this is right when the folding-piece is used, but when the ribbon is simple, the end flourish is big enough for any reasonable width, thus:


[image: ]


We have occasionally seen a broad ribbon thus constructed; but it is not contemplated in the design, and the justification is troublesome. The original type-ribbon—for some reason which we do not know—never appears to have reached the United States. Perhaps the originators took measures to protect the design, and the American houses preferred to produce variations. But the device had an unexampled popularity in England and on the Continent. In Germany it was re-cut, and Woellmer, of Berlin, in introducing it, made some slight but useful variations. He did not discard the sloping end-pieces, but he supplemented them by perpendicular ones for each size, and to the largest size added a set of end-pieces on 24-point. To the smallest or brevier size, he also added a pretty


[image: ]
centre-piece and a pair of long flourished ends, greatly relieving the stiffness of the general effect.


We have seen—especially in German work—good effects produced by curving the brass-rules. To combine two sizes of the ribbon can only be satisfactorily done by crossing them, and care and patience are required in the justification. It is specially necessary to see that the back folds are in line. (See example in last column.)


In May, 1876, the London 
Printers' Register contained the following paragraph: « A Frankfort founder, Rohm, has brought out a series of variations on the well-known ribbon type first introduced by Stephenson & Blake. Rohm's designs are mainly confined to end-pieces of large size and free design, making up to common rule. Being much less complicated than the original and larger, they will be more easily manipulated. The effect is excellent. » We have never seen Rohm's (now Heinrich F. Grimm's) own specimens, but from the fount of his ribbon in our possession, we think the paragraph was a little too favorable. The set consists of sixteen pairs of characters, forming two kinds of ribbon—one with a fine line top and bottom, the pieces therefore being reversible, and another with a thin line at top and a double line at foot, besides a single pair, exceedingly weak


[image: ]
and inartistic, with double line top and bottom. As compared with the original ribbon, the variation had the advantage of greater variety and less rigidity, and the folding pieces being in in a single piece and not made up, could hardly be wrongly


[image: ]
placed. But the idea was far better than the execution. The pieces are too roughly cut for fine work; their large size is a questionable advantage, for they will only admit a great-primer line, and as sufficient care was not exercised in lining, they always join up badly. These are some of the best pieces—all being supplied in pairs:


[image: ]


With the smaller end-pieces shown above, compact designs may be formed, but the larger ones require a good deal of room. The largest end-piece in the series is weak and sprawling. In several respects


[image: ]
this series stands alone. It is no mere slavish imitation of the original, and the idea is better than that of many later designs. The twelve characters we show give a fair idea of the whole, both as regards its advantages and its defects. We think the design is very little known. We have never met with it in use save in our office and one other—the second fount being imported by ourselves—nor have we ever seen it in a specimen book. At the same time no article on type-ribbons would be complete without some mention of Rohm's series.
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Our Correspondents.



Christchurch
, 20 February, 1890.




Trade is in much the same state as when I last wrote, and there are still a few comps on slack time. One or two men have called here from the South looking for work, but have gone on to Wellington.


I am glad to be able to state that all the Master Printers of Christchurch have joined the Master Printers' Association. Hitherto, I believe, the Association has not had a very strong hold, but recently efforts were made to induce all the Master Printers to join, with the result I have stated above. I opine that before long the printing trade in Christchurch will be in a healthier state than it has been during the past few years.


At the R.M. Court, McCleary, printers' machinist, sued the Whit-combe & Tombs Co., Limited, for £50 compensation on account of an alleged breach of a hiring contract. The plaintiff stated that in May last he was working in Wellington, and received a telegram from the defendants containing these words:— « Offer situation machinist foreman; rate £150 per annum first six months, £160 afterwards. » Plaintiff accepted the offer, and on May 12 commenced work. The next day the defendants wrote plaintiff as follows: « We are always prepared to take a week's notice from any of our workmen, and we reserve to ourselves the right of giving a similar notice should we not be satisfied at any time. » Plaintiff did not ask for any explanation of this clause, but considered that though paid weekly he was hired by the year. He worked till December 21th, when £9 was handed to him and he was informed that his services would be dispensed with. The £9 was said to be for one week's wages then due, one week's wages in lieu of notice, and £3 in lieu of a week's holiday which he would have been entitled to had he worked for the firm one year. The defence was that the terms of the agreement had been fixed by the letter mentioned, and that the plaintiff had accepted his liability to discharge on a week's notice. Mr Whitcombe, Managing Director of the Company, deposed that a week's notice or a week's wages was the custom of the trade and the establishment. Mr Anthony, of the firm of Anthony, Sellars, & Co., stated that a foreman could usually be discharged on a fortnight's notice, unless there was a special agreement. Mr Corlett, Manager of the 
Press Company, said the custom throughout the colony with printers was a week's notice or wages; a foreman would probably get a fortnight's notice. If witness engaged a foreman for six months he would consider that at the end of thai term he would be enabled to dispense with him on a fortnight's notice. Mr West, of the 
Lyttelton Times, deposed that a foreman held his position subject to a week's notice. After counsel had addressed the Bench judgment was held over. At a subsequent sitting of the Court the magistrate said in giving judgment that he considered that the plaintiff was entitled to a month's notice or, in lieu, wages for that period. As he had been paid £9, judgment wonld be for £3 in addition, which would make up the month's wages. Costs were allowed.


Mr J. Costley, lately employed at Whitcombe & Tombs, has gone to Wellington. He was the recipient of a handsome present from his fellow workmen on the eve of his departure.


Mr 
F. Tombs, son of Mr G. Tombs of the above firm, has returned to Christchurch after an absence of about six years, during which time he has travelled through Australia, America, and the Old Country. I understand he has taken the mastership of the composing room of the firm.
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A mistake in a copy of the « Bishop's Bible » has revealed to a contributor to the 
B. and C. Printer and Stationer an interesting fact. In the title-page, the portrait of the Earl of Leicester is printed upside-down. The natural inference is, that the text and wood-cut were separately printed—which was not previously suspected.


An American type-founder, sending us his specimen-book, writes: « We take pleasure in reading your publication, especially some of your criticisms on new faces. But you come distressingly near the truth, sometimes—don't you think so? » That is possible, inasmuch as the column of « Recent Specimens » has no connexion with our advertising department.


At the jubilee festivities in Wellington, the Typographical Society made a brave show. They had a hand-press at work in a trolly, and printed off a sheet containing among other matters the 
Post's prize poem. The 
Press complains that the lithographed border was adapted with slight alteration from an original border designed for the jubilee ode issued from their office.
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Inventions, Processes, and Wrinkles.


The Lincoln Galley is a novelty turned out by a company in New York. The upper side is movable, and, when a proof is required, is brought down close to the matter, and at once secured at side and foot by a clamp. Neither quoin nor sidestick is needed.



Spiked Spaces.—A useful German invention described and illustrated in some of our contemporaries, is that of spaces from 3- to 120-point, furnished on each side with two projecting pins or spurs. They are intended to be used with reglet, to rapidly make permanent divisions for keeping borders or large or fancy founts in an upright position. They would fall in well with the scheme described in 
Typo, vol. ii, p. 12.



To Prevent Ink Skinning.—Cover it with water, says one authority, and pour the water off before using.—A thin film of glycerine, says another, will prevent skinning, and will not injure the ink. 
Typo's advice is, « Don't. » It is bad enough to lose half or more than half, of expensive ink in skin; but either of these remedies is worse than the evil. They may suit house-painters well enough; but if applied to ink they spoil it, and make a complete mess of the work. 
Pointers says: « a little inkoleum allowed to stand on top of job ink in the can will keep skin from forming. » This strikes us as an improvement on the other recommendations, but we will take care to make our first trial on cheap ink!



Current Coins as Weights and Measures.—When the 2oz. weight has rolled out of sight, or the foot-rule is mislaid, the loose cash in one's pocket may be useful as a substitute. Here is a convenient table of weights and measures:



	10 farthings, or = 1 oz.

	3 pennies, or = 1 oz.

	10 sixpences, or = 1 oz.

	5 shillings, or = 1 oz.

	2 half-crowns, or = 1 oz.

	8 half-sovereigns, or = 1 oz.

	4 sovereigns = 1 oz.

	5 pennies, or = 6 inches

	6 half-pennies = 6 inches




Safe Way to Etch Stones.—The following is communicated to the 
American Lithographer and Printer by Messrs Baylis, Lewis, & Co., Worcester, England:—Boll up solid and sharp; dust on fine powdered resin, then French chalk. Saturate a piece of flannel (or woollen material thick enough), stretched tightly on a piece of board, of any suitable size (say 12 x 4 inches), with benzine. Lay two pieces of reglet on the margin of the stone, and then turn the saturated flannel face downwards to within an eighth of an inch of the stone, and in a few seconds the resin will have become melted and incorporated with the rolling up ink, forming a perfect protection against nitric acid. As soon as the job begins to look glossy, the board must be moved on, as it will not do to remain too long, for obvious reasons. Of course, the benzine must never come 
in contact with the job. There are other things as well as benzine which will answer, of course.



New Rule-Cutter.—The 
Gutenberg-Journal of 25th December figures and describes a new rule-cutting and mitering machine, which the artistic comp will agree is just what he has been wanting. It is the invention of M. Sixte Albert, whose useful « typometer » we described in our last. Most rule-mitering machines fall short in one respect—there is no provision by which the rule or type manipulated can be kept perfectly rigid. Usually the workman's left thumb must keep it in position, while a powerful lever, operated by his right arm, shaves away the metal. The result is, that the type is forced away from the tool, and the shaving steadily diminishes in thickness as the blade descends. M. Albert's little machine has no such defect as this, and though it is produced for 60f., its work is equal to any produced by the typefounders. As examples, we have single letters cut through the middle horizontally and diagonally, and pieced together so that the eye cannot detect the junction. All manner of curious monograms are thus formed, which appear to be printed from a single letter. A line of caps is cut clean through the middle, and a brass erasing rule inserted. We infer that in such a case half the letter is destroyed. The mathematical accuracy of this little machine opens up new possibilities for the artist in rule and border. In ornaments cut and fitted the fit must be perfect, or the result is deplorable. With this new invention the long-sought accuracy may be obtained.


The 
American Lithographer and Printer reminds the world that 1890 is the semi-centennial year of the Postage-stamp—a British invention.
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Recent Specimens.



With the present number of 
Typo is issued a supplement showing the « Daily Telegraph » series of newspaper founts produced by the Patent Typefoundry. Their clear and legible style, and special suitability for newspaper work, need not be enlarged upon—our readers will examine this beautifully-printed specimen for themselves. By direct mail the same firm send us a copy of the 
Daily Telegraph of 6th January composed from these founts. Instead of being (like our supplement) carefully worked on fine paper, the newspaper is run off from stereos, on a rapid web machine; but the beauty and legibility of the type is still evident. Why do not our colonial dailies follow the style of the English morning papers, in the reasonable-sized page and moderate-sized type? Minion and ruby are very little used in the colony; but their use, and a more compact style of composition, would be far preferable to the mania for enlargement of page, which results in the unwieldy and flimsy sheets—for increase in size seems always followed by a falling-off in quality. A newspaper that adds two square feet superficial to its space during a temporary « boom, » either fills a page with dummies for years after, or has to reduce its size. It is much easier, in bad times, to revert for a while to larger type, and the change does not produce the same amount of comment.—From the same house we have a sample fount of their pica combination border No. 2, of 6 characters:




[image: ]


We have already referred to this simple and useful combination, which is equally suitable for borders or groundworks. In either case a plain and uniform or a variegated style may be adopted, at the discretion of the compositor. There is only one running-piece, in the ordinary sense; the other five characters are such as we have described in former issues as « corners » and « diagonals, » and to produce their best effect require to be arranged in fours:




[image: ]


We have made use of this border for headpieces in several places in the present issue.


Several novelties in the line of ornament are shown by the Union Typefoundry. « Turner » ornaments, 15 characters, all on nonpareil body, are very heavy line ornaments, one side flat. « Underscore » ornaments, 6 characters, are irregular imitations of pen-work. « Triple » ornaments, 14 characters, constitute a nonpareil border of three irregular parallel heavy rules, with centres, corners, and finishing-pieces. We do not admire it. The « polka dot » borders (1 character each, 12- and 24-point) we have already noted. With this and the « Underscore, » fly-spots may be very successfully imitated by the comp whose taste inclines to realism. « Parker » ornaments, 11 characters, and « Powell » ornaments, 6 characters, are what our American friends call « slobs » —irregularly drawn, and distinguished by violent contrasts of black and white. Border 89 (2 characters) is just a nonpareil em rule and 8-pointed star. « Spray » border is a nonpareil running-piece of the calico-printers' style, with a corner that does not correspond. « Cathedral » border, (1 character) 24-point, is pretty, and makes a good groundwork—it is a light irregular design, something like the « Alligator » noted by us last November. The « Foster Tile Ornaments » (3 characters) are no doubt designed by the ingenious Chicago printer whose name they bear. They are squares—No. 1 solid, No. 2 streaked with white, No. 3 outlined on two sides, with a few dark spots. They are suited only for color work, and in two or three printings, produce a striking effect.


The Central Foundry sends us a handsome quarto book, in which, however, we do not find any novelty which we have not already noted. We see that a good series of Germans may be had in moderate-sized job-founts; but this is a line that few colonial printers require. The « Cushing » old-style series is a useful line of condensed antique, uniform in set and line with the romans on corresponding bodies, and very useful for side-heads.


Marder, Luse, & Co., show a new roman under the name of « Caxton Old-style, ranging in size from 18- to 60-point. It is boldly cut, and, as is usual in such faces, has the old style peculiarities exaggerated. One feature of the series is the very small beard at the foot, and consequent shortness of the descending letters.
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The Charleston 
Herald, wishing its readers the season's greetings, adds: « and in doing so we would remind them that our services will be available for receipting bills whenever they choose to call on us. »


Mr A. V. Haight, Poughkeepsie, N. Y., sends 
Typo another book of specimens of his work. Mr Haight has the newest things, American and foreign, and does not tie himself down to specimen-book models. He displays the skill of an artist, both in arrangement of text and choice of colors.


We do not know whether the Railway Commissioners are actuated by the motive that induced the Irishman to beat his wife once a year, just before going to confession; but some of the daily papers in the big towns, following the example of the ill-used woman, are reminding the Commissioners of their sins, not forgetting the most venial. Most of the paragraphs show so evident an 
animus as to defeat their object. Freight on newspapers is described as « a tax on knowledge. » It is not in any sense a tax—it is payment for services rendered. Why should the Railway Department run a service in opposition to the Postmaster-General?


The General Assembly of the Presbyterian Church of New Zealand has just met in Wellington. On the 12th inst. a report was read from the Rev. R. Sommerville, of Auckland, with reference to the proposal to start a Church newspaper. Several members spoke on the urgent need for a Presbyterian organ, and maintained that if a paper were started it would receive liberal support. It was arranged that the existing Committee should endeavor to find an editor, on the understanding that the Presbytery of the district in which the gentleman selected resided should then become responsible for all arrangements in connexion with the starting the paper. On the following day, however, it was decided that overtures be made to the proprietors of the organ of the Presbyterian Church of Otago and Southland, with a view to making that paper the representative of both churches. This is probably intended as a step towards the union of the two branches, an event, which in the opinion of many members of Assembly, cannot be much longer delayed.


At a meeting held in London to celebrate the centenary of Pears' soap manufactory, Mr Barratt, the managing partner of the firm, spoke as follows: As to the advertising carried on in connexion with their business, he might tell them that they had always been increasing in that direction, and he hoped they always would. They had now attained the expenditure of £100,000 per annum; and he thought that might be considered a fair contribution on the part of one firm towards the support of the Press in this country. Moreover, by these extensive operations they had stimulated activity on the part of other establishments, not only here, but in America and Australia. He noted every year a large accession to the army of advertisers. For one hundred thousand pounds he would tell them what they got. They got a circulation of twenty millions per day, going into the house of everybody in England, America, and Australia, where they had branch houses, compelling the firm to keep their stores open day and night in order to keep pace with the trade. If, to use a figure of speech, they knocked at a man's door 365 times a year it would be very odd if they did not persuade him to buy a tablet of Pears' soap; and it was just there where they made their profits. For their one hundred thousand pounds a year they attracted the attention of a hundred millions of English-speaking people.
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Worthies of the Craft.





William Blades.


By 
John Bassett, in the 
Effective Advertiser. (Abridged.)



In the long list of literary celebrities born in London must be included the name of the historian of Caxton, at Clapham, on the 5th of December, 1824. Mr Blades received his, education under the Rev. Charles Pritchard, at the Clapham Grammar School, from which place he went direct to the office of his father, the late Joseph Blades, of 11 Abchurch Lane, London, E.C., who carried on an extensive business as a printer of cheques and bank-notes, there to be initiated into the art of printing. It was through the acquirement of this practical knowledge that Mr Blades became such an authority on printing, as it enabled him to examine a book far differently from many connoisseurs, who were not qualified to judge a work in the dual light of Mr Blades. The tentative effort of Mr Blades was the introductory remarks and notes to « The Governayle of Helthe, » reprinted from Caxton's edition, London, 1858; followed in 1859 by introductory remarks to « Moral Prouerbes, » C. du Castel 
fac-simile. We now turn our thoughts to Mr Blades' 
chef d'œuvre: « The Life and Typography of W. Caxton, England's first Printer, with evidence of his typographical connection with Colard Mansion, the printer at Bruges; » with numerons plates; 2 vols.; London, 1861-63 (£5 5s). In the compilation of this important work Mr Blades had letters of introduction from Sir A. Panizzi, then chief librarian of the British Museum, and Mr Winter Jones, keeper of the printed books, to the owners of the principal private libraries in his country, where he assiduously hunted for knowledge of Caxton and his works. Every book in the British Museum printed by Caxton was catalogued, then the libraries of the Universities, Oxford and Cambridge, were visited with a like result, ultimately journeying to Paris, Lille, Bruges, Brussels, Haarlem, and other places in quest of information. These volumes contain everything worth knowing about Caxton, and are worthy of the highest commendation for the painstaking care showed in the massing together of such an amount of material. In 1877 an edition of « The Biography and Typography of William Caxton, England's first Printer » (£1 1s), was issued from the press of Mr Blades, in honor of the Caxton Celebration. a second edition appearing in 1882 (the price 5s) has placed it within the reach of all who thirst for knowledge on this interesting subject. Whilst on this topic, a few remarks anent the Caxton Celebration will not be out of place. The movement was first mooted in 1874, and the secretary wrote Mr Blades asking for his assistance. Mr Blades promised acquiescence should the affair be postponed until the anniversary, 1877. The secretary, like many others, supposed 1874 to be the correct date, but Mr Blades has successfully proved the contrary. Mr Blades was the life and soul of this exhibition, the Caxton department being organized entirely by him, to which he lent a number of valuable works, eclipsed, however, by the loan of Earl Spencer, whose works were valued at £160,000. Mr Blades' energy was rewarded by a public complimentary dinner, the late Sir Charles Reed acting as chairman. The next work of Mr Blades was, « A Catalogue of Books printed by, or ascribed to the Press of W. Caxton » (London, 1865), in which is included the press mark of every copy contained in the British Museum. In the 
Bookworm of 1869, edited by Monsieur Berjeau, formerly employed in the British Museum, Mr Blades has two articles of interest, the first, « The Early Types of the Royal Printing Office, Paris, and the Chancellor of the Cambridge University, » the second, « The First Printing Press in England, as pictorially represented, » wherein he writes of himself as « an artisan who has paid some attention to the antiquities of his craft. » In March, 1870, appeared another notable contribution from the pen of Mr Blades on « The Early Schools of Typography, » where he inclines to the belief that there is a great deal yet to be brought to light on the subject of Kosteriana, also that the art might have been invented at Haarlem and Mayence simultaneously. To Mr Elliot Stock's 
Bookworm Mr Blades contributes four articles on « De ortu Typographiæ, » on the evergreen subject—Coster 
v. Gutenberg. In his last contribution he says: « Coster, of Haarlem, the inventor of printing! 'Tis a mere figment, born of national vanity. There is not an atom of real evidence that a man named 
Coster ever existed as a printer. » « A List of Medals, Jettons, Tokens, &c, in connection with Printers and the Art of Printing » (London, 1869), is a work of considerable importance, and contains many copperplate engravinggs, and as there were only 25 copies printed, it must have been an expensive production. This book served as a basis for the articles commenced in the 
Printers' Register (July, 1878), the title being « Numismata Typographica. » In the following year We still find Mr Blades fully employed in a privately-printed work, « A List of Medals struck by order of the Corporation of London, with an Appendix of other Medals struck privately or for sale, having reference to the same corporate body or the Members thereof; » and « How to tell a Caxton; with some hints where and how the same might be found. » The 
Athenceum for 27th January, 1872, has an article which excited no small amount of curiosity to students of Shakespeare. In this contribution, « Common Typographical Errors, with especial reference to the text of Shakespeare, » Mr Blades draws attention to (1) errors of the case; (2) errors of the eye; (3) errors of a foul case; and explains very lucidly that the compositors in setting the type may have, inadvertently, deviated from the text of our standard authors. This was a kind of preliminary to « Shakespere and Typography; being an attempt to show Shakespere's personal connection with, and technical knowledge of the Art of Printing; also, remarks upon some common typographical errors, with special reference to the text of Shakespere, » which appeared later in the same year. It raised a controversy not only by those connected with the art, but also among general readers. The cause of the commotion was the endeavor of Mr Blades to prove Shakespere a printer! The plea is skilfully put—the decision is left to the reader. 
A fac-simile reproduction of the first book printed in England, « The Dictes and Sayings of the Philosophers, » with a preface by Mr Blades (1877), is a book that will well repay a scrutiny. « The Enemies of Books » ran through three editions in two years (1880-1), and in 1883 it was printed in French, « Les Livres et leurs Ennemis, » by Claudin.


On 6th May, 1881, Mr Blades received an intimation of his being elected foreign corresponding member of the Numismatic and Antiquarian Society of Philadelphia. The last work of importance by Mr Blades is « Numismata Typographica; or the Medallic History of Printing; being an account of the Medals, Jettons, and Tokens struck in commemoration of Printers and the Art of Printing » (1883).


Mr Blades has a very valuable collection of works on printing, the result of his travels at home and abroad, and to those who wish for a list of works on this subject, we refer them to the 
Printers' Register for the close of the year 1875, wherein is commenced the « Bibliotheca Typographica. » After each work there is a concise note, which shows the remarkable knowledge of Mr Blades, and the labor of getting such an accurate list of books together. Mr Blades has, we hope, many years of usefulness before him, and we should like to see from one of the foremost printers of the day a work treating of printing from a practical point of view.


Last month's news by wire in reference to the 
Times-Parnell case, was a mass of contradictions. The forecasts of the Commissioners' report, telegraphed at considerable expense, were manifestly imaginary.—
The Times, we were told, had been ordered to disclose the source of the information in « Parnellism and Crime, » and the number of copies sold, and had appealed.—The application that 
The Times disclose the source of its information had been refused in Chambers.— Mr Parnell had written to the Ennis 
Guardian advising public bodies to treat the divorce action of Capt. O'Shea (who was lost to all sense of gratitude) with contempt.—The letter was not written by Mr Parnell.—Mr Parnell would resign his seat in the House of Commons.—The report that Mr Parnell intended to resign was unfounded.— This was the month's « news » on the subject. We have now definite information as to the result. The Commission reject the whole of the 
facsimile letters as forgeries (in fact, some were proved to be), and declare Pigott's evidence to be worthless. Thus one-half of 
The Times' charge No. 14 falls through. The remaining proportion of 13½ stand. Mr Parnell and his associates are declared guilty of conspiracy to bring about the separation of Ireland, to have incited to intimidation, to have circulated papers inciting to sedition and crime. Of the funds that had passed through their hands, £100,000 were unaccounted for. The rise of agrarian crime coincides with the beginning of activity of the league. The points « not proved » are incidental details in no way affecting the main question. 
The Times (except in the matter of the forged letters—which may have been got up by the league itself to discredit the other disclosures) has been thoroughly vindicated, but at enormous expense to itself. But for the distinct pledge of the Government that no action would be taken on any disclosures made before the Commission, it would now have been their duty to take criminal proceedings against the leaders of the league. Mr Parnell's libel action was settled out of Court, on the suggestion of Mr Parnell—the newspaper paying £5,000 damages. 
The Times did not, however, « back down. » « The result, » it said, « in no way affects the larger question at issue. » This was prior to the report of the Commission. The report occupies 165 pages, and contains the unanimous opinion of the judges. 
The Times is triumphant at the completeness of its vindication; while the league members, though professing themselves quite satisfied, used every means to prevent the report being entered on the journals of the House.
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Union Mistakes.



The bane of trade unions is the domineering spirit of their leaders. Just claims having been secured by union, unjust demands follow, and the most cruel coercion is employed to gain the object. We question if capital has ever tyrannized over labor to the extent that labor leaders have done, and are daily doing. The conscientious workman will hesitate to join a union if he finds that he thereby ceases to be a free agent. He may leave the service of a bad master; but if he objects to the tyranny of the union and withdraws, he is liable to be boycotted and branded with infamous titles, and to find the whole power of an extensive organization employed to prevent him from gaining an honest livelihood.


A remarkable instance has lately occurred in Wellington. A woollen factory found it necessary, if they were to carry on their business at a profit, to dispense with the night shift. The workmen (who generally know the state of a business pretty well) made no objection; but the matter was taken up by the federated trades, and action was taken in the name of the 
employés in the mill. The Company was communicated with ostensibly on behalf of their hands, but without their consent. The handful of men who had been dismissed were induced to form a « bogus » union, and attempted to dictate to those who remained. These, however, were well content with their position, and declined to join the organization. The directors called a meeting of the hands, and asked if there was any complaint, but there was none. This curious condition of things followed—that the entire staff of a large factory, working in harmony with their employers, are branded as « blacklegs, » by a few outsiders. The federated trades have very precipitately taken up the quarrel, and identified themselves with the anti-labor union. The whole matter was a piece of impertinent and ill-judged interference by outsiders, and the federated unions have placed themselves in a false position, from which it will be difficult to withdraw. Public sympathy is entirely against them, and their latest folly has been to proclaim a « boycot » against the products of the factory—and against retailers found selling them!


What would be thought of a master who wrung a fine of £3 from a workman for losing fifteen minutes' time? Yet what a single master dare not do, a union can and will, and few are found to denounce the crime. It happened or board a coastal steamer. One of the hands at a quarter to five, was given a job of painting. He reckoned he could get through it in the quarter of an hour. But the mixing of the paint took longer than he expected, and it was five o'clock before that part of his work was done. Then he had either to finish the work, or waste the time already devoted to it. Not being one of the lazy kind, he chose the former alternative, and finished his job at a quarter past five. A loafing comrade reported him to the union, for a breach of the rules, and he was « fined » £3. Evidently it is not the best men who draft the rules or enforce them. The « union, » in plain English, simply 
Stole the £3 from an industrious workman. Was any principle involved in the rule? None. But the man who puts a little extra energy into his work, and strives to identify himself with his employer's interests, is a « crawler, » and must be put down. He is the « enemy of labor. » When idlers are dispensed with in bad times, he keeps his billet. When there is a chance of promotion, he gets it, while the man who by virtue of longer service (and habitual shirking) thinks he has a prescriptive right to the « rise, » feels aggrieved. It appears to be the lamentable truth that indifferent and idle workmen are in the majority— and some of the rules of trade unions go far to demonstrate the fact.
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We hear a good story from one of the Australian colonies in connexion with American piracy. A book agency had run a Yankee edition of the Bible, with Doré's pictures. On the arrival of the shipment—500 copies—Messrs Cassell, who hold the Doré copyright, took the necessary proceedings to stop the sale of the work, and the whole shipment was seized. Not wishing to be too hard on the importer, however, they consented to allow the books to be circulated if the whole five hundred sets of plates were cut out and handed over to them, which was done. Immediately afterwards, the subscribers to the work received a circular in which it was stated that a great change had taken place lately in ideas concerning sacred art, and in particular as regards Doré's work. Many people had begun to doubt the propriety of inserting pictures of such a class in the Holy Scriptures, and the publishers therefore, after mature consideration, had decided to omit them 1 Whether the subscribers will pay for the mutilated books, or refusing, can be compelled to do so, remains to be seen.


What Mr DeVinne has to say about printing always deserves attention, and a recent article on the subject of « Printing as a profession for young men, » is well worthy of study. Nothing, he believes, has done so much to demoralize the printing trade, as newspaper work. The necessity of haste on newspapers compels a publisher to make everything else subordinate to it; he has to overlook slighted work which no book- or job-printer could think of doing. And fully three-fourths of the printers graduate from news offices. « Most printers, » he says « think that job composition is the highest branch of the art; the majority of boys are more anxious to learn how to twist rules and make eccentric combinations of types than they are to do plain and thorough work. I think a well-printed book is more difficult than any kind of job-printing; the chances of error are infinitely greater, and successes are much more rare. Book printing ranges in difficulty from an ordinary reprint of a novel up to books which are illustrated, having side notes, quotations from foreign languages, extracts from authors, with breaks and irregularities in the method of composition. The compositor who can take all these irregularities, which are unavoidable, and so arrange them that each part has its proper size and place, is a more skilful workman than he who can twist rules or print in many colors. »


A friend from the South has brought us very favorable accounts of the result of the Master Printers' Associations in Christchurch and Dunedin. He says there is a better feeling not only between the masters, but between the masters and men; that wages are better, and a better class of workmen are finding a field for their abilities; that the wholesale stationers are selling their best stock, and that the demand for inferior qualities of paper is falling off; that they are mot troubled as formerly with requests to renew bills; that there is a general improvement in the class of work, and that the advertising public are developing a taste for something better than that with which they have hitherto been content. Fair prices are obtained, and no one is the worse for it. This is only what might have been foretold. Improvement in quality, or progress of any kind, is impossible when work is habitually done under cost.


No country is better fitted than New Zealand for the successful inauguration of a Master Printers' Association. More than nine-tenths of the work must be done locally. A few « pound-foolish » merchants have their printing done in large quantities by home houses on wholesale terms, and then compare the local prices for an order of 250 until supplies arrive with the London rates for 10,000; but a business man cannot afford to do this, even if he would. Australian houses are too remote to compete except in such profitless lines as paper bags. Nor is there any tendency of work to gravitate to the large centres. Every town of importance has one or more fairly-equipped offices, equal to undertaking any ordinary kind of work. There would be no better field for such an association; and if wisely managed it could be productive only of good. It could work in harmony with the N.Z.T.A.,—provided that both parties could resist the besetting temptation to threaten coercive measures. In every town where a branch of each existed, a joint committee could be formed, to hold regular and special meetings, at which points of difference could be amicably discussed and settled in a reasonable manner. Nine out of ten disputes arise originally from misunderstandings, complicated by obstinacy on one or both sides. We are not advocating anything in the nature of a « ring » or « trust; » but an organization which shall secure such a rate for work as would provide standard wages for the workman and at least a wage to the employer over and above expenses and interest on capital. At present, large contracts are commonly taken at from one third to one-half less than such a standard, and businesses of many years' standing, with plant and machinery worth thousands of pounds, are steadily drifting towards the insolvency court.





The great publishing houses, (says a home paper), are being rapidly converted into limited liability companies. The prosperous firms of Routledge & Co. and Trubner & Co. are about to become joint-stock companies. In the case of Routledge & Co. the whole of the preference and ordinary capital will remain in the hands of the present members of the firm.


« Printing Machines and Machine Printings » is the name of one of the most useful handbooks we have met with. It is by Mr John Southward, the author of « Practical Printing » and editor of the 
Printers' Register; and its account of modern printing machines is based on Mr F. J. T. Wilson's work. The volume is issued as one of Messrs Wyman's Technical Series, and to that firm we are indebted for our copy. The book should be in the hands of every person who has anything to do with presswork. All the leading machines are described, and the special features impartially noted. The book is published at five shillings, by Mr E. Menken. Printers who wish to obtain this work should let us know, as we intend to import a few copies for sale.—From the same firm we have the half-crown « Printing Trades Diary and Reference Book for 1890. » It is a quarto diary, interleaved, its special feature being 66 closely-printed nonpareil pages containing trade tables, lists of technical terms, compositors' wages, scales of prices in force in London and the Provinces, decisions of the master printers' association, and the laws relating to printers. The latter is very complete, and includes the legislation of 1889. Much of the information is not to be found elsewhere. The book is in its twelfth year, and well deserves the high commendation it has received from the technical press.


The Melbourne correspondent of a contemporary says:—A certain document, the property of the Sanitary Commission, has found its way into the columns of the 
Age. How did it get there? That is the question. The Government have instructed the Crown Solicitor to investigate. This incident reminds me of something that occurred in another colony some four years ago. The Governor, Sir J. Pope Hennessy, had been up to one of his tricks with a gentleman who had the misfortune to differ from him in the Legislative Council, and had received a smart reprimand from Colonel Stanley, then Secretary of State; and there is no mistake the hon. Fred, could lay it on when he thought fit. What made the reprimand more galling was the order that accompanied it: « You will be good enough to furnish


Mr?with a copy of this despatch, » an order that Sir John was not in a hurry to comply with. Whenever a despatch came in his favor he sent it to the press; anything that told against him he suppressed. It leaked out that the despatch alluded to had been received, but that it was not to be published. A representative of the press went to the Council Office, and he was told that he could not have a copy given to him. « But, » said the clerk, « it is under that blotting pad. I am going across to the Auditor-General's office, and shall be away ten minutes. 
Don't you get prying amongst the papers during my absence. » That despatch appeared in print next morning, but no one could say that the Council clerk gave a copy of it.


Some of our news letters are not to hand this month—possibly because, this being the slack time of the year, our correspondents find very little to write about. An occasional correspondent from Auckland, writing on the 19th inst., says: « Things in the printing line here are very dull, and there seems a probability of some of the regular hands having to take their turn at a three weeks' holiday. The jubilee caused a bit of a bustle in the trade while it lasted, but a reaction has followed. [Our correspondent here gives an instance of « cutting » on the part of a large establishment, which he says is conducted on a system that « is the very kernel of the sweating system. » ] I cannot make out why the masters do not get an Association formed in such places as Auckland and Wellington. As; things are, they are really standing in their own light. With such an Association, not only would masters get a fair price for work, but each would have a fair chance. A fair wage could be paid to the workman, who would be encouraged to do better work in return.—There is some likelihood of a rupture between the Auckland branch of the N.Z.T.A. and the Executive at Wellington, which will doubtless end in the Auckland branch severing its connexion with the Executive, and taking an entirely independent position. The Auckland branch has a good standing, and working on its own basis would be a power in the trade. It derives no benefit from its association with the Executive, which seems to do nothing but tax the branches and pay big salaries to its officers. » —We think our correspondent is a little hard on the Executive. Union is strength, and a breach would probably lead to opposition. The mistake of the Executive, in our opinion, is not in trying to consolidate all the branches of the Typographical Association; but in allowing itself to be drawn into a league with outside trade organizations.


Wellington is taking up the matter of a Free Library in earnest. Out of £3000 required £2300 has already been raised; and the promoters are now talking of extending the original plan and starting with £10,000 worth of books. Among the subscriptions are ten guineas from the Southern Cross Lodge, I.O.G.T., and a similar amount from the Wellington Rechabites. And there are some who say that it never occurs to temperance folk to assist in providing counter-attractions to the public-house!


A letter posted at Masterton early in July, addressed « Birmingham, near Fielding, » was despatched to Birmingham in England, thence to the London dead letter office, thence to Wellington, and then to its original destination, after six months' delay. The local paper blames the postal officials. If people are stupid enough to name an unknown bush hamlet after a great commercial centre at home, they must expect their letters to make an occasional 
detour of thirty thousand miles before they are delivered.


Few people are sure of the way in which the name of the celebrated « Jenolan » caves in New South Wales should be pronounced, and the discussion waxed warm at one time in the colony itself. The word as written has every appearance of native origin. « Finally, » says the Mataura 
Ensign, « a reporter was sent to make enquiries on the spot from the 'oldest inhabitant'. The truthful man of letters, after probing the matter to its depth, said that Jenolan with a j like a g and a short o must be the right thing, because, as far as he could make out, the wonderful caves were called after their discoverer, one I 'Jemmy Nolan'—whence 'Jem Nolan'—whence, by a euphonious contraction, 'Jenolan.' »


« Venice, Jan. 11.—Vanderbilt, the millionaire, has purchased Turner's Canal in this city for £20,000. » Such was a singular telegram that went the rounds this month, with the variation that « Vienna » sometimes took the place of Venice. Some of the editors were sufficiently awake to recognize that Turner's grand picture was intended, and to correct the item accordingly; others confessed their inability to understand the message. One, bolder than the rest, commented as follows:— « By cable we learn that Vanderbilt has bought a canal in Venice. Here begins the spread of a Western invasion into the home of tradition and romance. The acute Yankee millionaire doubtless sees in the canal a source of revenue present and prospective. We shall probably live to see an American syndicate busing up Jerusalem. »




[image: ]


« Goody » stories are not often found in trade journals, but the following, in 
Books and Notions, is an exception: « A Belleville bookseller was converted at Hunter and Crossley's meeting (says the Kingston 
Whig) and then he had a fight as to his attitude regarding cards. He had a stock of them, $30 worth, and reasoned, 'Can I as a Christian sell them?' The Devil said 'Yes;' conscience said 'No.' Conscience was victorious, and the cards were burned. Next day the bookseller sold more Bibles than he had ever before. » The last sentence is particularly good. By sacrificing cards to the value of £5 or £6 (and judiciously proclaiming the fact), this shrewd tradesman appears to have secured the custom of all the revival converts, and the active assistance of the evangelists. « The devil » appears to have been no match for the bookseller.


Libel actions in Ireland are peculiar affairs. The verdict of the jury generally is decided by the politics of the accused, and the amount of damages by the warmth of their political sympathies. Capt. O'Shea might have known beforehand that no Dublin jury would venture to give a verdict against the 
Freeman's Journal. The story that he trumped up an infamous charge against his own wife to damage Mr Parnell was about as improbable a one as even the vivid imagination of a Dublin journalist could evolve; but the verdict was given for the defendant. The real issue, however, will be tried elsewhere. For « commenting » on the case before trial, a London reporter of the same paper has since been fined £100 and costs. As a contrast to the 
Freeman's Journal case we have that of the Limerick 
Irish Times. In a paragraph referring to Mr Matthew Harris, 
M.P., the word « not » was accidentally omitted and a local jury fixed the damages at £1000! They somewhat overshot the mark, and a new trial was applied for. The case came on before the Exchequer Division, when Baron Dowse described the damages as « not only excessive, but preposterous. » £200 was suggested as the outside limit; but this Mr Healy, counsel for plaintiff, refused to accept, and the new trial was granted. If the venue is changed to a district free from home rule agitation, the plaintiff may yet regret that he refused the £200.
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Correspondence.




"Our Early Newspapers—The Southern Cross."




To the Editor of 

Typo.





Sir,—In the article in your issue of the 28th December, headed as above, several inaccuracies appear—notably the one in reference to the 
Herald—which requires some explanation from myself, as I have been credited with writing the article in question.


The correspondent, in speaking of the 
Gross, says: « The change from a semi-weekly (Tuesdays and Fridays) was effected very quietly …. but the surprise was greatest in the office of the rival paper, the 
Herald. » Surely the 
New Zealander is meant, for the 
Herald was not in existence or even contemplated at that time, as it did not make its appearance until some two years afterwards. I might state here that the 
New Zealander did not appear as a daily (although permanently enlarged to eight pages as a semi-weekly) until January, 1863, Williamson & Wilson being the proprietors. It was not till the partnership of the former was dissolved that the late Mr W. C. Wilson and the late Mr David Burn started the 
Herald in premises situated in Queen-street (near Durham-street), afterwards removing to more commodious and freehold premises in Wyndham-street, where it has continued to be published ever since.


Again, speaking of the 
Gross, the writer says: « Then came Mr Scales as printer, and made great changes. One of the old hands left [which one?] and Moss from the 
New Zealander took the vacant frame. » This is news to me. All the old 
Gross hands know perfectly well that Mr Moss was a machinist, and not a compositor. He came from the firm of Messrs Cassell, Petter, & Galpin, the well-known printers and publishers, Belle Sauvage Yard. He was specially engaged for the 
Gross in England, and brought out with him two of the above-named firm's printing machines. I have heard that Moss at the present time is the proprietor of a paper in New South Wales.


The correspondent is still in error in reference to the head-line. He says: « The engraved head had not come from Sydney [England?] and a substitute had to be set up in the job-room. » The heading, or rather the fount of type from which it was « set, » was purchased from the late J. J. Moore, of Queen-Street, who was a printers' broker on a small scale. We had no job-face type in the office suitable for a head-line, so we had to make shift with a four-line fancy letter, rather black, until such time as we got the engraved heading from Miller & Richard, of Nicholson-Street, Edinburgh, who supplied all the 
Gross type, with the exception of a fount of bourgeois and long primer which had to be purchased from the agent of Messrs V. & J. Figgins in Sydney.


With reference to the appearance of the 
Cross as a daily on the 20th May, 1862, I might mention that the late Mr Scales called the compositors together before going to dinner, and told them not to disclose the fact to anyone outside, as he wished to make it a surprise to the people of Auckland—and more especially the rival paper the 
New Zealander—which no doubt it was.


In speaking of the first chapel formed in Auckland, the writer omits my name entirely, for what reason I am at a loss to know, seeing that I was employed in the office, first as an apprentice, and then journeyman, from 1854 to 1864, and consequently must have been in the office at the time the chapel was formed. One of the pressmen is also omitted. His name was Robert Cowan. The well-known Ball is down as a pressman, whereas, as all old hands know, he was a compositor.


Another omission is that there is no mention of the « real editor » of the 
Gross after Hugh Carleton resigned. This was the late James McCabe, who wrote the editorials up to within a few days of his death; in fact one or two of his « stock articles » appeared after he was buried. Then Mr Hugh M. Lusk was appointed leader writer, on account of Mr R. J. Creighton being continually away from the office as travelling war correspondent. The above are a few facts culled from memory's log-book, for which I hope you will find space in your next issue.—Yours &c.,





William Smith, (an old 
Cross hand.)

Molesworth-Street, Wellington, February 18th, 1890.
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[Our mention of the 
New Zealand Herald was an error. We find, on reference to the notes from which the article was written, that our contributor made a slip of the pen, and wrote 
New Zealand. We made the mistake of inserting 
Herald, instead of 
er. The remark following, about the alternate advertising sheet, applies to the 
Herald, and was added to our correspondent's notes. We have no personal knowledge of the other matters to which Mr Smith refers. The omission of his name was doubtless accidental, as he is referred to in the lette;- accompanying the notes, and his name appears in a diagram of the arrangement of the new composing-room, which, as it would be of interest only to old 
Cross hands, we did not reproduce.—Ed. 
Typo.']


In the Court of Exchequer, in the libel case against the 
Irish Times, based on a typographical error, Baron Dowse said he had found himself reported in a Cork paper as quoting « Better fifty years of Europe than a circus in Bombay »! but it did not occur to him to institute an action for libel against the paper.—The Wanganui 
Herald is responsible for the statement that a rival journal « is making headway, and causing consternation in the firmanent of the 
Star. Wanganui is bound to come out ahead, even in tangled metaphor.—For ingenious mistranslation, the schoolboy is not easily surpassed. « With a corn he danceth » is a young hopeful's rendering of 
cum grano salis.—The catalogue of a scientific library lately sold by auction in a northern city, contained some curious items. Among a score of similar specimens, were « Demosthene's on the Crown, » « Light and Science for Leisure Hours, » « The Universe of Coming Transits, » « More Words than One, Brewster, » » Robins on Greek and English Lexicon, » « Tichte Samiliche Werke, » « Handbach der Churgie, » « Traite's Mecanique, » « Lehrbuch's der Phisiologyehes. » The last two are particularly good.
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Youth is not a matter of years alone, and Tennyson's new volume shows that the poet is aged in more senses than one. The characteristic beauties of his style appear, and so do his mannerisms. Who but he could have written the lines




Raving politics, never at rest—as this poor earth's pale history runs—


What is it all but a trouble of ants in the gleam of a million million of suns?




The second line well expresses the tone and temper of much of the book—abounding in irritable and impatient denunciation of wrongs, social and moral; the poet apparently looking on the world as a Pandora's box, from which even hope has departed. This gloomy mood is not characteristic of his early poems. In his grandest work, written under the shadow of a great sorrow, the hopefulness of youth continually asserts itself, occasionally rising to a hymn of triumphant faith. The poem is not even allowed to close in a spirit of melancholy; but in a prophetic strain foreshadowing the « far-off divine event » when « good shall be the final goal of ill. » The poem which gives its title to the new volume, « Demeter and Persephone » is a beautiful and powerful treatment of a lovely old myth, in the poet's best style. From such as this, it is painful to turn to the lines in which he assails the real or imagined abuses of his time. « Happy » is disfigured by a grossness of thought that is something new in Tennyson. The leper's wife's anticipation of






The beauty that endures on the spiritual height,



When we shall stand transfigured like Christ on Her-mon hill,



And moving each to music, soul in soul and light in light,



Shall flash through one another in a moment as we will.





—is counterbalanced by the old heresy that the body is so essentially unclean that disease is unable to render it more foul. Whence the poet derived the inspiration to call the human frame a « little city of sewers, » it would be hard to say. Such a city may at least be clean—would he prefer a city of filth? Where he has shaken off his gloom, his new poems exhibit all the freshness of thought and perfect finish that characterise his best work. « Owd Boa » (Rover) a dog story, is one of his happiest dialect pieces; but best of all is the little poem with which the book closes. It may be the old poet's last word— for we are sorry to see by late telegrams that his health is seriously failing. There is no lovelier gem than this in the whole range of English poetry. It is entitled, « Crossing the Bar: »






Sunset and evening star,



And one clear call for me!



And may there be no moaning of the bar,



When I put out to sea,



But such a time as moving seems asleep,



Too full for sound or foam,



When that which drew from out the boundless deep



Turns again home.



Twilight and evening bell,



And after that the dark!



And may there be no sadness of farewell



When I embark;



For though from out our bourne of Time and Place,



The flood may bear me far,



I hope to see my Pilot face to face



When I have crost the bar.





Browning's new volume shows that the spirit of faith and hope animated the old veteran to the end. There is no gloomy pessimism in « Asolando. » In fact he sees so much of good in the present life, and in « this evil world, » that he looks for a heaven in which the same life is to be continued in sublimated form. It is very « unorthodox, » no doubt, but not so much as the Manichæan slough into which the laureate has fallen. Contrast Browning:






Others may need new life in heaven—



Man, Nature, Art—made new assume!



Man with new mind old sense to leaven,



Nature—new light to clear old gloom,



Art that breaks bounds, gets soaring-room.



I shall pray: « Fugitive as precious—



« Minutes which passed—return, remain!



« Let earth's old life once more enmesh us,



« You with old pleasure, me—old pain,



« So we but meet nor part again!»





There is a robust and healthy tone here contrasting strongly with the horrible « realism » of the « Leper's Bride, » and its gross carnality. We do not think that the late poet could be better described than in the following stirring lines from the Epilogue to his new book—his last message:






One who never turned his back, but marched breast forward,



Never doubted clouds would break, Never dreamed, though right were worsted, wrong would triumph,



Held we fall to rise, are baffled to fight better, Sleep to wake.



No, at noonday in the bustle of man's worktime



Greet the unseen with a cheer!



Bid him forward, breast and back as either should be,



« Strive and thrive! » cry « Speed—fight on, fare ever



There as here! »





Browning was buried in Westminster Abbey, close to the tomb of Chaucer. Part of the funeral service consisted of three stanzas of Mrs Browning's exquisite poem « He giveth his beloved sleep, » set to appropriate music by Dr Bridge.


In the 
Fortnightly, Swinburne publishes « a sequence of sonnets » on Browning. There are seven in all. These are the fifth and seventh:






Among the wondrous ways of men and time



He went as one that ever found and sought



And bore in hand the lamplike spirit of thought



To illume with instance of its fire sublime



The dusk of many a cloudlike age and clime.



No spirit in shape of light and darkness wrought



No faith, no fear, no dream, no rapture, nought



That blooms in wisdom, nought that burns in crime,



No virtue girt and armed and helmed with light,



No love more lovely than the snows are white,



No serpent sleeping in some dead soul's tomb,



No song-bird singing from some live soul's height,



But he might hear, interpret, and illume



With sense invasive as the dawn of doom.





He held no dream worth waking: so he said,



He who stands now on death's triumphal steep,



Awakened out of life wherein we sleep



And dream of what he knows and sees, being dead.



But never death for him was dark and dread:



« Look forth,' » he bade the soul, « and fear not. » Weep,



All ye that trust not in his truth, and keep



Vain memory's vision of a vanished head



As all that lives of all that once was he



Save that which lightens from his word; but we,



Who, seeing the sunset-colored waters roll,



Yet know the sun subdued not of the sea,



Nor weep nor doubt that still the spirit is whole,



And life and death but shadows of the soul.





The 
Bookmart says:—The very welcome announcement is made that Dr Holmes will write a series of papers of reminiscence and characteristic reflection for the 
Atlantic Monthly next year. To indicate at once a certain likeness and unlikeness to the famous « Breakfast-Table » papers, he will call these « Over the Tea-cups. »


The University Library at Copenhagen has recently secured a literary treasure—a perfect copy of the first New Testament printed in the Icelandic language, translated by Oddur, and published at Roeskilde in 1540. It was found not far from Copenhagen in a Zealand peasant's house, where it had come from Iceland in 1820, and was purchased for the moderate sum of £1 7s 6d.


Typos are given to courting the Muses. So much is this the case in France, that a new periodical « Organe des Typos-Poétes, » entitled 
Les Coquelicots (Wild Poppies), has been started by M. Georges Nicolas, 3 cité Magenta, Paris. The subscription is 2 ½ francs per annum.



El Sud-Americano (No. 28) sent us by an unknown typographic friend in Argentina, is beautifully illustrated as usual. We have already noted the high character of this Spanish fortnightly.


Referring to Benzon's book, which he did not write, a contemporary remarks:—It would be interesting to know how many books and articles published by men whose names for special reasons attract the public are written by those who sign them. The vanities of some of the great men of England, whether they be of the professional or the leisured class, are the means of keeping hundreds of clever hack writers in constant and highly paid employment.


An English paper gives some interesting particulars regarding modern music. Waltzes are the most popular, and pay the best. The copyright of Charles Coote's « Prince Imperial Galop, » composed sixteen years ago, was sold by auction for £1000 after a hundred thousand copies of the piece had been sold. Another hundred thousand copies have since been disposed of. The « Great Eastern Polka, » by the same composer, sold for £750 after 150,000 copies had been issued. « Max Friihling » is an Englishman, whose « Marie Stuart » schottische has beaten the record with a sale of 100,090. Caroline Lowthian is the most popular writer of waltzes. She made £500 each out of her « Lullaby » and « Bittersweet » waltzes. Of the latter 100,000 copies have been sold, and three times as many of the « Myosotis. » Of W. H. Hutchison's « Ehren on the Rhine, » 280,000 copies were sold, realizing £14,000. « Ehren » is not to be found on the map, but « Ehrenbreit-stein it is. Mr Hutchison merely followed the example of Tom Ingoldsby, who, for metrical reasons, abridged the name of his Welsh mountain to « Pen. » « Dream Faces » was one of the most successful songs ever written. The composer's price of £95 was refused; yet the song yielded a profit of £16,000, over 320,000 copies having been sold.


The 
Kőlnische Volkszeitung of Cologne had been publishing a novel which did not finish in the usual satisfactory way by the marriage of the much-tried lovers. The lady readers of the paper were not satisfied with such an ending, and a shower of angry letters fell into the sanctuary of the editor, who, to shelter himself from it and to get back his peace of mind, published in one of the next issues of the paper a betrothal of the lovers in due legal form.


We are often in receipt of publications quite outside our own special department, especially from the United States. One of these 
The New Christianity, (Germantown, Philadelphia) is an ably-edited paper chiefly devoted to social reforms, and published under the auspices of the Swedenborgian or New Church.—
The New Earth, (New York), of which No. 1 has come to hand, is the organ of those in the same denomination who advocate what is known as the « Single Tax. » This first number has, we read, been « mailed » to eleven thousand addresses in various parts of the world. As a freetrader we believe Mr George is sound; but we think that the 

adoption of his « single-tax » proposals would lead to disaster. We know of no corporation, public body, or official department honest enough to assume the ownership of the lands of a country. Officialism and corruption are too often synonomous.—From Washington we have No. 14 vol. ii of the 
National Economist, official organ of the Farmers' Alliance, which is now confederated with the Knights of Labor. It is a large quarto weekly of sixteen pages, and in an article specially marked with three crosses, the editor demands the restoration of the silver unit as the standard of coinage.


In its review of Browning's life and works, 
The Times, referring to « Bishop Blougram, » published in 1855, says: « It is amusing to note that these volumes were reviewed in the Roman Catholic paper called the 
Rambler by no less a person than Cardinal Wiseman, who was extremely complimentary to Bishop Blougram, and did not by any means despair of his conversion. »
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Charles Augustus Wilkins, « formerly of Auckland, and well-known in journalistic circles, » who left his wife and children in New Zealand destitute, has been charged in Melbourne with bigamy, and committed for trial.


The Woodville 
Examiner machine is now run by a kerosine engine imported from the States.—A copy of this enterprising journal containing the account of the local jubilee festivities, specially printed on satin, has been forwarded to her gracious Majesty. Thus does the ruler of a mighty nation unconsciously figure as an advertisement for a bush newspaper!


A district council at Adelaide has taken a strange and original kind of revenge on a newspaper-man. He had been writing pretty strongly about the depredations of stray cows, and the neglect of the local body in the matter. They decided that they would give him the task of keeping the cows in order, and accordingly passed a resolution appointing him a special constable, and sent him a notice to the effect, together with an intimation fixing the time for his being sworn, and receiving his badge, truncheon, and handcuffs. His first impulse was to refuse the proffered honor, but on making inquiries he ascertained that such a course rendered him liable to a fine of £20, and he ultimately decided to obey the mandate.


A curious libel case has lately been decided in Melbourne. An accountant named Atkinson was arrested in September on a warrant, charged with embezzling the funds of the Anglo-Indian Trading Company, and an item to that effect appeared in all the Melbourne papers. Subsequently the Attorney-General (acting as Grand Jury) found no bill against him. He then « went for » the papers, claiming £500. The 
Argus compromised for £70. The 
Age referred him to its solicitors, and the case was heard on the 19th December. The plaintiff's books were produced, and grave irregularities appeared, for which he could not account. His manner in the box was impudent and defiant. The sole fact in his favor was that the company's affairs were muddled to such an extent that they did not venture to pay money into the bank lest it should be impounded for overdraft. After a two days' hearing, the jury gave a verdict for £100! What success Mr Atkinson has had with the 
Telegraph we do not know.
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Our Exchanges.



The 
American Lithographer and Printer comes out strongly in support of the fifty-three hours' system in the trade—which it appears has been adopted by all the litho firms in New York except two, and by many houses elsewhere. In its issue of 14th December it devotes two pages to the denunciation in good set terms, of a certain « Bureau of Information » in Buffalo, and of Mr H. F. Koerner, its president. The article is the greatest curiosity of vituperative literature, and one of the queerest specimens of « Presidents' English » we have ever seen. Every sentence is loaded with metaphors collected from all the kingdoms of nature, and every clause is loaded and treble-shotted with adjectives—notwithstanding which the editor says: « We are sorry to say that we regret that we have not sufficient mastery of the English language strong enough to properly designate and describe this referred to elegant and magnificent edition of the cheekiest and most avaricious specimens that have ever been issued in our trade. » Two pages of this kind of thing are somewhat bewildering. Mr Koerner, however— « the hydra-headed monster » — « the poisonous snake in the grass » — « the insatiable dragon » with « shiny pincer-like claws » — « plotting shark » — « carrion buzzard » — « corrupt vulture » — (we find it hard to form a mental picture of the dread chimæra thus outlined)—seems not only to have « been uncovered to the light of day, » but thoroughly roused, and we are not much surprised to read a fortnight later, that he had had Mr F. Buehring, the editor of the 
L. and P. arrested by « one of the minions of the law » on a charge of criminal libel. Mr. B. was released on bail, and awaits the result with confidence. We have no doubt that our contemporary is a thoroughly straightforward journal, possessing the confidence of the trade, and that it has found a genuine abuse to arouse its indignation; but it has decidedly gone the wrong way to work. An article founded on the perfervid style of a Home Rule orator « slating » Mr Balfour can do no good, and may do much harm.


The New York 
Union Printer has made a big show with its Christmas number—20 pages and colored wrapper. It claims a circulation of thirty thousand, and is well supported by advertisers. It is a good paper with just one fault—it contains so much news that it would take all one's spare time to read it.


The 
Revista Tipografica remarks that cuts of steamboats (and it might have added, of locomotives) generally represent the object in the most inartistic and disadvantageous position—a kind of side elevation. It shows a pleasing variety, a view (in two sizes) of a fine steamer viewed from across the bows, as if bearing down on the spectator. The effect of energetic movement is well brought out, and the cut is effective and artistic.


The 
B. and C. Printer and Stationer contains the full text of the Report of the Arti-zans who officially visited the Paris Exhibition. Mr W. H. Edmunds contributes the report on the bookbinding section, and it is very lively reading.


In the 
American Bookmaker for December, « Diedrich Denkhard » has a slashing criticism of Mr Cobden-Sanderson's dictum that « the cover of each book should be the key-note of its contents. » « Who wants the cover of his 'Walton' ornamented with strings of fish? » And he pertinently asks how, in the case of Shakspeare and Goethe, the binding is to « express the author's theme. » There are very artistic original designs for book covers by Mr Charles Howard Johnson—admirable in all respects except the lettering, and against that we must protest. Not only are the forms of the letters uncouth, but this is how they are arranged, on a ribbon, as nearly as type can reproduce it.


[image: ]
This may be art—if so, preserve us from it! It is like a 'prentice lad's first essay at division of words. In the centre of a wide quadrangle, the following words are added:





'Collected and'




'Illvstrated'




'By' Charles' Ho




'Ward' Johnso




'N—————



It is lamentable to see really good work marred by elaborate trifling like this. Some very artistic examples of book illustrations are given in the same number.


The 
Inland Printer for December copies from the 
Effective Advertiser an interesting sketch by Mr John Bassett, of an « eminent living printer, » Mr John Bellows, of Gloucester.


The 
Effective Advertiser has issued a prospectus of a contemplated joint-stock company to take over the paper and another (the 
Office,) published by the same proprietor. The 
Effective Advertiser has now been six years in the field, and has met with much success. The 
Office has just completed its first year. The proposed capital is £20,000 in £1 shares.


The Boston 
Paper World completes its tenth year with the December number. It has, during the whole decade, held an honorable place in American trade journalism. 
Typo first saw a stray copy in 1882, and subscribed « right away. » We have the volumes bound from 1882 onwards, and the paper is now one of our most valued exchanges. Many interesting items, trade and literary, we have gathered from its pages, and we hope that many years of usefulness still lie before it.
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Trade Lists and Samples.


Messrs Wild & Stevens, manufacturers of printers' rollers, 148 Congress-st, Boston, send us a beautifully-printed annual circular, in which their specialties are advertised. From the same firm we are in receipt of the most artistic tear-off calendar that we have yet seen—a superb piece of typography.
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The 
Clutha County Gazette, Otago, is advertised for sale. Particulars of the property may be had at the office of 
Typo.


A press telegram of 3rd February states that the Parnell-Times libel action has been settled out of Court, 
The Times paying the plaintiff £5000.


Mr Davitt has published some tremendous yarns about 
The Times in the 
Pall Mall Gazette. It is easier to invent malicious stories than to prove them. Mr Davitt will have all his work before him if he is called upon to substantiate his assertions.


A pretty « felicitaciòn » New Year card in colors comes to us all the way from Spain, from Messrs Schomburg, Caballero, & Co., proprietors of the 
Revista Tipografica.


The New Zealand 
Herald hopes that in time the newspaper press will « return to sanity and the Ten Commandments. » Now that the Auckland jubilee is over, perhaps it will.


Mr O'Connor, the editor of the Leinster 
Leader, has been arrested under the Crimes Act on a charge of writing articles intimidating tenants from taking farms from which tenants had previously been evicted.


Sir Julius Vogel has lately exhibited an unaccountable hostility to the colonies, and particularly to the one to which he owes both wealth and fame. In a letter to 
The Times he urges that a halfpenny international rate should precede an imperial penny post.


The « linotype » machine has progressed so far in England that one London weekly—the 
Railway Herald—is entirely composed by its aid. According to the 
Effective Advertiser, it is « the worst printed paper produced in the United Kingdom. »


While the Craft in America has been discussing the erection of a suitable monument to Horace Greeley, his only surviving daughter appears to have been forgotten. According to the 
Artist Printer, she is in « extreme poverty. »


Mr Parkes, editor of the 
South London Press, has been sentenced to twelve months' imprisonment for mentioning Lord Euston's name in connexion with an unspeakable club scandal. Mr Parkes is usually very correct in his information, and in this case acted in good faith; but was unable to adduce legal proof in support of the charge he had made.


According to the 
Bush Advocate, at a late Council meeting there were five Councillors and just the same number of reporters. The Councillors had a large room—the reporters part of a small table in a corner, three of them with their backs to the speakers. This is typical of the « accommodation » usually accorded to the press, and it is quite time that some change was made.


The 
Diario de Noticias of Lisbon (according to the 
Printing Times) is believed to have the narrowest columns of any paper in the world. The measure is less than 1J in., or about 8½. pica. The paper consists of four pages 18 x 15in., and ten columns to the page! It must surely be the horror of compositors. It is badly printed, on bad paper, and the advertisements are full of incongruous types wretchedly displayed.


The 
City Press, reporting a festivity on Lord Mayor's Day, says: « Capt. A. responded in becoming terms; the gist of his remarks being happily summed up in the following couplet, with which he concluded his observations:






Let three parts of the world go in arms,



They ne'er shall rule so long



As England to herself remains but true . »





—There is just enough of the original in this amazing « couplet » to identify the passage intended. To fully appreciate the hideous misquotation, let the reader turn to 
King John, Act v, end of scene.
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Verse Deafness.



Writing of Mr Mansfield's representation of 
Richard III, Mr W. Archer says: « Close observation has convinced me that there exists a disease of verse-deafness, analogous to color-blindness, and far more common. Thousands of estimable people go through life, and even literary life, in the full conviction that they have all the normal faculties about them, yet are ignorant to the last of what English blank verse really is. They have have a sincere love for poetry; the roll of a Miltonic period may give them very genuine pleasure; but they have no notion of the strict laws governing the collocation of the syllables, and distinguishing the imperial march of Milton's verse from the democratic go-as-you-please movement of Walt Whitman's rhythms. And of these thousands a large percentage drifts towards the stage, either as actors or as 'poetic' dramatists. A playwright once read me a romantic drama, apologising before he began for having written it in blank verse. When it was over I had to assure him that the apology was unnecessary, for there was scarcely a line of any known measure in the entire composition. The poet's verse-deafness was almost complete. So simple is the structure of blank verse that even the deafest, if they would but try, could quickly master it by the rule of thumb. It is an 'excellent mystery,' indeed, but scarcely, if at all, mysterious. Of course it needs a cultivated sense to note the the shades that differentiate a good verse from a bad; but mere correctness depends not on opinion but on rule. »


Mr Archer is perfectly right, except, perhaps in applying the term « disease » to a mere absence of faculty. For instance, a person with « no ear » for music, may have the sense of hearing perfectly sound and even exceptionally acute. The total absence of « an » ear for ordered measure is a puzzling deficiency to those who possess the faculty; it is often lamentably absent in writers of verse. One who is not « verse-deaf » has no more need to count the syllables in a line to detect a false quantity, than a proof-reader would to spell a familiar word letter by letter. Mr Archer might have mentioned « rhyme-deafness » as well as « rhythm-deafness. » They are both admirably illustrated in the following published in the 
British Journal of Photography a few months ago, as samples of fourteen stanzas sent to the editor by a contributor who imagined that he could write poetry:






Printing takes only one-third the time



Than the process of albumen fame;



The advantage above all,



Ease in working I should call.



Results so fine which will last



In their kind quite unsurpassed!



The Hackney Photo Club can't miss



In all its stages to discuss.





People afflicted with this malady are responsible for one of the minor but exasperating trials with which editors have to contend.


A wonder of modern journalism is the new London 
Daily Graphic—sixteen pages demy, profusely illustrated, for one penny! Much thought and long preparation has been bestowed on the details, and the paper is a grand success from the start. The rapidly-produced process-blocks of course do not compare with the fine woodcuts of the weekly, but they are wonderfully good, and admirably printed.
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The following, consisting of five Latin words, is probably the most perfect palindrome ever devised:





Sator Akepo Tenet Opera Rotas




It is much more than a palindrome, as it will be seen that the initials form the first word, the second letters the second, and so on to the


[image: ]
end. To show its beauty, the words require to be arranged as a square, when they form a perfect rebus. The origin of this ingenious device cannot now be traced, but it is known to be very ancient. Some forty years ago a treasured copy was seen in the possession of the « wise man » of an English village, who found it an infallible charm for the cure of certain cattle diseases. We do not think so perfect a square can be constructed with English words. Many attempts have been made, but no one so far has succeeded.


The following magic squares for 1890, constructed by Mr T. B. Harding, are from 
Harding' « 
Almanac for the year:


[image: ]


In the second square, of sixteen, any four numbers, taken symmetrically, will give the required result:


[image: ]


By the arrangement of the digits in regular order, thus, 1234+567+89+0, Mr Harding also brings out the same total.
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Mr Stead has had a sharp lesson. He went to Rome to hold an interview with the Pope, and enlighten him on the Home Rule question. The interview was refused. This was a pretty severe slap in the face to the man who was recently received with all courtesy by the Czar. It is quite probable that Mr Stead was able to give the latter potentate some information; but he ought to have been aware that the Pope is a good deal better informed on the Irish question than he is—and knows it.


Mr David Christie Murray, the celebrated novelist, is now on a visit to the South Island.


The phrase « The New Journalism » is said to have been first used by Matthew Arnold in an article in the 
Nineteenth Century of May, 1887.


« The things that divide men, » the 
B. and C. Printer and Stationer truly remarks, « are not Capital and Labor, but Ignorance and Indifference. »


Mrs Louisa Knapp, editress of the 
Ladies' Home Journal, receives a salary of £2000 per annum, which is said to be the largest paid to any lady in the United States. The 
Journal is only a little over ten years old.


Every one has read of the auctioneer's classification: « Mill on Jurisprudence; » « Ditto on the Floss; » but the latter work seems fated to be strangely classed. In a recent list it is found in the category of « Fancy Work and Embroidery. »


We have received a copy of a song, « Goodbye until we meet again, » the words and music by A. Hodson, arranged by W. Gribble. It is described as a sacred song, though it has no particular claim to the title, being more of the sentimental order. The melody is simple and pleasing. The music is neatly lithographed at the 
Star works, Auckland.


A printer writes: « I am more pleased with 
Typo each number I get, and am keeping the copies to bind when I get a set. » We will strive to render our paper more acceptable still to the Craft—and on their part we look for co-operation and increased support. With a little effort on the part of our friends, our subscription list might easily be doubled.


Mr J. Whiteley King, a well-known journalist, who has been engaged in editorial work in Taranaki, Marlborough, and elsewhere, and who has latterly been connected with the staff of the Press Association in Wellington, and acted as Parliamentary correspondent—leaves for Sydney by the Wakatipu on the 22nd inst. He and Mrs King bear with them the best wishes of the newspaper fraternity.


Mr J. T. Brown, an auctioneer at Echuca, has recovered £5000 damages from the Melbourne 
Age, for stating that he was a Roman Catholic, and secretly pledged to oppose the Education Act. After the publication of the report, Mr Brown publicly asserted that he was a member of the Church of England; but the 
Age did not publish the telegram containing the statement.


A most remarkable astronomical coincidence is pointed out in 
Harding's Almanac for the current year. The first full moons of 1889 and 1890, as shown in the 
Nautical Almanac, occurred as follows:




1889 Jan. 16, 17
h 36-8
m


1890 Jan. 5, 17
h 36-8
m




The beginning and ending of the lunar year thus corresponded exactly to the tenth of a minute.
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Napier, New Zealand, Printed and Published by 
Robert Coupland Harding, at his registered Printing Office, Hastings-street.—February, 1890.
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Design in Typography. 
Type Ribbons and Scrolls.



XXXIX.




Perhaps the greatest development of the type-ribbon idea took place in the year 1876. As might have been expected, it branched out into the allied forms of scrolls, shields, and tablets—the adaptation of type ornaments to work with brass rule (except in the time-honored capacity of corners) being a complete novelty. As regards the tablet idea, we certainly find it foreshadowed in J. & R. M. Wood's old quarto book, already referred to in these articles. We have there among the ornamental cheques, seven pairs of « Tablets for the insertion of type, » being ornamental end-pieces, and the note is added: a These end-pieces, being made ftp with brass rule, can be used any length. » They are priced 2/- and 3/- the pair, and contain the germ of later developments; but are not particularly attractive in themselves, and do not join up well with rule.


If « Ribbon type » had been in any way suggestive of « Type ribbon, » the originality of Messrs Stephenson, Blake, & Co.'s design might have been questioned. But the two have nothing in common. The ribbon type is an old-fashioned style (probably originated by Derriey) and is shown in the English specimen-books, for one, two, or three colors. These are the founts thus named:




[image: ]


There is more than one essential difference between this style and the type-ribbon—it cannot be used with brass rule; and the letters are inseparable from the pattern. The separate pieces show how the type is arranged for color-work.


Following closely on the original ribbon, came the pretty and simple « Scroll Corners, » by the same designer and founder, and the two designs had a « run » almost unique in the history of type ornaments. It is difficult, now that the pattern has become so familiar, to recall the effect it produced when it first appeared. No such striking result had ever before been attained by four types and five pieces of brass rule. This is the whole scheme of the scroll, including the three faces of special brass rule:—


[image: ]
The design was supplied in three sizes, two-line double pica (shown here); double pica, and pica. For the latter only two faces of rule were used, the heavy line serving both to represent the right-hand side and the shade at the bottom. In the specimens sent out by the founders, the effect was greatly enhanced by the scroll being brought up by a solid ground printed in strong colors. The simplicity of the design precluded any great variation, and the compositor could only alter the scroll by various proportions of length and breadth. It may have been on this account that a disastrous ambition seized upon many comps to combine the scroll and ribbon in the same piece of work. The effect was very horrible, as the designs were incongruous and mutually destructive. Nothing, however, was commoner than to see a broad ribbon across the centre of a scroll, and we have even seen a ribbon of many folds, completely filling and surrounded by the scroll design. It is strange that the idea of wasted labor so seldom occurs to to those who see unsightly work like this. When a really good piece of combination work is turned out—especially if it be in colors—the usual comment is: « What 
time it must have taken! It could never pay! » Whereas it was probably much less costly in the matter of time than many an ugly and pretentious mixture of styles upon which no one bestows a second thought. Misapplied labor is lost in more senses than one—it meets with no appreciation!


The scroll and ribbon may, if desired, be so combined as to agree; but in one way only, as shown by the founders in letter-heads and


[image: ]
advertisements when the design first appeared. It is not by setting the ribbon upon the scroll, after the manner of a patch, but by placing the scroll in front of the ribbon.


We have said that the design is not susceptible of great variation. The most obvious one—a reverse set of corners, turning the roll to the right instead of the left—has never been carried out. The same rule would be available; four additional characters would be needed, and the effect of the scrolls, when in pairs, would be much improved. This variation has been in part carried out by Klinkhardt of Leipzig, who adopted and re-cut the design; but only as regards the bottom corners. We are indebted to this founder for a specimen of the six pieces. On


[image: ]
account of the absence of corresponding upper corners, the extra bottom corners cannot be used in the ordinary scroll. They turn the wrong way, and their shaded outline is on the wrong side.


Their only use is in the order in which we have shown them, as a scroll without rollers, and they may be thus used either horizontally or vertically. This series, cut by Klinkhardt, is shown by most of the German founders. The only other variation we know is that of Zeese of Chicago, who also has re-cut the design. His scroll, like the original, turns only to the left, but he has added cords and tassels—a feature borrowed from a later design—Caslon's « Banner, » to which it is more appropriate.


About the same time appeared the German « Shield » combination, in several ways allied to the ribbon and scroll. It is light in design, adapted to work with brass rule, and contains a number of pieces suitable for scroll- and ribbon-ends, besides some showing a strong affinity to the « Ribbon and Flower » combination


[image: ]
with which we think it would combine. It contains the formidable number of 79 characters, some of them very small. We have this series in more than one German book; but do not know the originator; nor are we able to illustrate the design. It is numbered 61 in Klinkhardt's specimens.


The only American approximation to the type ribbon appeared shortly afterwards; but we know not who produced it. It is simple enough, consisting of three characters only; but is decidedly stiff.


[image: ]


The next development, by Bruce of New York, in 1876—the series of tint grounds, and shaded and roman scrolls, in two-line great primer (and partially also in two-line pica), is in part a reversion to the « ribbon-type » fashion above illustrated; but was marked by many original and artistic features. Without reckoning the letters and figures, the ornamental ribbon characters in this series amounted to 104, affording scope for great variety. The beauties, as well as the limitations of this fine series will be considered in our next article.
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Not long since we gave an instance of a tradesman being driven to suicide through the frauds of a gang of Australian book-canvassers. These gentlemen have developed into a nuisance of the first magnitude in New Zealand; but in Victoria they are a hundredfold worse. The old trick of obtaining a signature for an expensive work, and astonishing the careless buyer by showing that the book (which he has never looked at) is the first of sixteen or twenty volumes, all of which he has undertaken to buy, is now well known. There is no security against the craft of some of the artists in Australia. If a signature can be obtained, it turns up on a totally different document to that on which it was written; and if refused it is forged so cleverly as to baffle the victim himself. In several cases the courts have given judgments in favor of these swindlers for large amounts when there was a moral certainty that the order put into court and backed by sworn testimony was a forgery. The Melbourne 
Argus has a strong article on the subject, and mentions two cases of fraud which can be well substantiated, and may be cited as typical. Recently an agent of the smartest Yankee type called upon a lady whose late husband had subscribed largely to certain ecclesiastical objects. He represented that a book containing biographies and portraits of the most prominent colonists, past and present, was about to be published, and asked that she should supply him with patriculars of her husband's career, and become a subscriber to the book. She carefully inquired what liability such an order would carry, and was informed £25. When the book was issued the promoters claimed on her for £200, and she had to pay. A civil servant gives the following experience:— « Some twelve months ago a person called at my office and informed me, or gave me to understand, that the Exhibition Commissioners were about publishing a handsome plate containing the portraits of persons officially connected with the Exhibition, and asked for my photograph for that purpose. He also stated that a proof of the plate would be submitted to me, and that if I approved of it I could have a copy on payment of five guineas; but it was distinctly understood that I gave no order for a copy. I then signed a form, embodying, as I believed (and still believe) these conditions. Judge of my surprise, then, when one day lately a man walked into my room with a roll under his arm which contained copies of a miserable lithograph, and demanded twenty-five guineas from me. On my asking an explanation he produced what purported to be my order for one copy at ten and three copies at five guineas each. I can swear I never gave such an order; yet the signature was apparently mine. I refused to recognize the order, and the man left with a view, I suppose, of taking out a summons. I soon found that I was not the only victim; scores of leading men in the city had been similarly victimised. I knew that unless I was under some occult influence I could not have been so bereft of reason as to give an order for £25 worth of pictures when I could not properly afford to spend as many shillings for such a purpose. » The scores of business men to whom he alludes have all a similar story to tell. Their photographs and autographs were obtained merely for the sake of putting them in the picture, and when it was finished they could get a copy if they approved of it. The picture for which the sum of £10 10s is demanded was passed through the Customs on its arrival from America at a sworn value of 
tenpence a copy, and amongst the distinguished gentlemen in the group is a light-weight boxer. Strange stories are told of what happens to orders after they leave the hands of the person who signs them. One gentleman took the precaution to write across the order « I only want one copy, » but when it was presented to him for payment the piece containing these words had been torn off and another substituted. Another wrote in red ink across the face of the order « subject to withdrawal if the work is not approved of, » but when his order was brought before him these words had by some mysterious means been removed.—We confess that we are at a loss to understand the judgments of the courts in matters like this. Where ten guineas is claimed for a rubbishing lithograph worth less than a shilling, the fraud is so gross that a judgment in favor of the claimants is simply a premium on villany.
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« I pay for all, » is the motto of the producer, in « The Four Alls. » The protection knout has awakened the Victorian agriculturists to this forgotten fact, and the Farmers' Protection Society is declaring unanimously for free-trade. It will come, too, in time.


The Marquis of Salisbury's motion in the House of Lords is, to say the least, peculiar—we doubt if a precedent could be found. To formally thank a Bench of English judges for their « impartiality » is a compliment so doubtful as to border on insult.


The Wellington 
Times can boast of a penny-a-liner of the good old school. Witness the following Elegant Extract:— « It is a fact that purveyors of itinerant public entertainments abstract occasionally a great deal of money from the districts they visit. » It must surely have been by oversight that so vulgar a phrase as « a great deal of money » was admitted into so exquisite a sentence.


The « skeleton telegrams » from home are worse than Chinese puzzles, and are the source of daily blunders of the most ludicrous character. Our contemporaries are continually exposing each other's slips in deciphering the messages; but there is little to choose between them. An Auckland paper made Lord Hartington instead of Tim Harrington produce the alleged Sheridan telegrams in Parliament, and a Napier contemporary made merry over the lapse. But it forgot that in the same item it had made a more extraordinary muddle still in its own columns. It had incorporated the preceding item about Professor Owen's health being in a « critical » state, and evolved the following brilliant effort, which surely ought to take the « cake: » — « Professor Owen has made a critical examination of the cipher cable message, and he says it showed that Sheridan offered to disclose the whole history of the land league. »


The horse-leech again! The Wanganui 
Herald thinks that England's free-trade policy is a bar to imperial federation, and recommends Great Britain to « put on a duty—call it war revenue, and let it be devoted to the army and navy—of 5 per cent, on all foreign imports over and above the duty levied for revenue purposes. This would at once bind every part of the empire together in a federal 
bond of self-interest which could never be broken. » (!) Free-trade without invidious discrimination has given Great Britain the control of the the world's commerce—an opposite policy has brought upon the colonies more than seven years of ruinous depression, of which we have not seen the end. Imperial federation is an 
ignis fatuus. No one desires it, except some needy seekers after fat billets and gaudy titles. And lastly, a « bond of self-interest » is the weakest of all bonds, and can never under any circumstances, be lasting.


The journalistic profession in Australia (says the Wellington 
Press) are not behind others in forming associations for mutual protection and assistance. A Victorian Reporters' Association was formed a few months ago, and now its president states that it has the largest membership of any association in the colony. The inaugural dinner of the Society was held recently, and, the 
Age reports, proved very successful. Sixty representatives of the metropolitan journals were present, whilst the invited guests included representatives from Sydney, Adelaide, and Hobart journals. The president, Mr J. Tipping, of the Victorian « Hansard, » occupied the chair, and was supported on the right by Mr T. R. Roydhouse, of the Sydney 
Daily Telegraph, and on the left by Mr Just, of the Hobart 
Mercury. After the usual loyal toasts Mr T. Roydhouse proposed success to the association, and took advantage of the opportunity to express a hope that it would achieve its principal object of creating a harmonious feeling amongst the pressmen of Victoria and elevating the status of an honorable profession. The president, in responding, trusted that the time would come when they would be in a position, like similar institutions in England, to establish a fund for the assistance of disabled pressmen or their widows and children.


A contemporary suggests that references to the 
Times-Parnell business are out of place in a trade journal. On the other hand, we consider that any matter vitally affecting the liberty and independence of the press, is strictly within the scope of a paper dealing with printing and journalism. 
The Times has been the subject of secret attacks from a wide-spread organization, sustained by funds contributed chiefly in America and to a small extent in Australia. Because it endeavors to maintain the integrity of the empire, and has exposed an organized conspiracy against law and order, its enemies have resolved upon its ruin. No device has been too low to compass this end. Its trusted servants have been bribed to insert lines of obscenity in the midst of its Parliamentary reports, and have succeeded in doing so, not on one occasion only. One of these foul tricks alone cost 
The Times many thousands of pounds in calling in and suppressing the defiled sheets. The comment of the league papers—that decent people could no longer admit 
The Times into their homes—affords the only clue to the source and motive of the outrage. The league makes no secret of its tactics. It glories in suborning perjurers like Coffey, Molloy, and Sheridan, to furnish misleading information, and the time will no doubt come when it will boast that Pigott, in supplying the forged letters, was merely a tool in its hands. 
The Times is doing a good work, under enormous disadvantages, and at prodigious expense; and its opponents are endeavoring to undo the work of centuries in establishing the liberty of the press.
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Mr. Emil Berger, Leipzig-Reudnitz, sends us a parcel of fine specimens, with some of which, however, he has been forestalled by his home agent, Mr Wesselhoeft, as acknowledged by us in our November number. We note a series of 14 hands holding scrolls, after the style of those brought out last year by the Johnson Foundry. They are not, however, the same, and Nos. 26-27 hold a rod with ornamental ends, from which is suspended a curtain or banner. These two corners may be effectively used in combination with any variety of banner or drapery fringe. The hands are all of large size, and are beautifully designed and engraved.—A double sheet shows nine very fine electro designs for memo heads. They are all good. No. 1648, a neat device for a printer, octavo size, may also be had for quarto. No. 1643 is very artistic, and shows a locomotive issuing from a tunnel and a steamer on a stormy sea. « Zeitungs-Einfassungen » Nos. 567-8, are certainly original ideas in the way of borders—striped balls upright and in perspective, and pyramids and six-sided prisms shown at various angles. The contrasts of black and white are strong, and the general effect more curious than pleasing. Border 565—a scroll adorned with various figures—we have already noticed, but we cannot forbear to remark upon the beautiful and tasteful manner in which it is displayed on a quadruple sheet, and brought out with delicate tints. The title-page of the firm's octavo specimen-book is enclosed with the parcel. It is bordered with Series No. 560, in colors and tints, and is a beautiful piece of of work. Border 561 (73 characters) is a well-designed and artistic series of line-ornaments, with end- and centre-pieces. Some of the characters (28 for instance) would, we think, have been more useful if cast in two pieces instead of one. As they are, they cannot be used symmetrically without doubling the centre ornament.


From J. John Söhne, Hamburg, we have specimens of two new faces of ornamental type. Nos. 173-5, is an open shaded antique, in outline perfectly plain, with sharply-bracketed serifs, and with light ornamentation on the face—an appropriate style where a large and bold but light letter is required. 176-9 are four sizes of a pretty cursive style, suitable for circulars. Its general effect is similar to some recent Yankee styles now in favor; but the letters are more gracefully and correctly formed, and it is not likely to go so soon out of fashion.


Several references have been made in these columns to the novelties produced by the Keystone Foundry, Philadelphia, as shown in American exchanges. Last mail brought us a parcel of sheets of body-founts, job letters, and borders, some of which we have described already. The « Keystone Old-style » is a series very like the « Ronaldson, » of clean and even cut, and with a less pronounced slope to the serifs. It is very complete, in seven sizes, rising by single points from nonpareil to pica. There is also a variety of good modern faces for book and news work, from 5½ to 12-point. One series is furnished with the following logotypes:—The, the, that, and, tion, ing. « Poster ionic, » five sizes, 12- to 36-point, is one of the best of its class—bold and legible without being too black and heavy. « Lining Gothic » is a moderately heavy sans, in twelve sizes, five of which are cast to line on 6-point body. « Latin Antique » with lower-case is another excellent series. The smallest, 5-point, is cast on 6-point body, and the caps work well as small-caps with the 6 point. « Pen Writer, » an original script, we have already noted. Like the other American founders, this firm has produced an unlovely « Type-writer, » the Remington type being taken as the model. « Basic, » four sizes, 12- to 36-point, with lower-case, is a beautifully-cut ornamented, suitable for the finer class of cheque-work. It is cut as fine as a steel-plate engraving—the letter in a close tint, surrounded by a white line, and outlined with a hair-line, heavily shaded in black on the right—thus producing a three-color effect. The printer who does not keep his rollers in perfect order and use the best ink, would do well to avoid this series. The « Keystone Combination Border, » 55 characters, in three sections, is the prettiest and most delicate arrangement of tint designs that we have yet seen. It would require the finest presswork to show to advantnge. Many of the pieces appear to have been produced by the geometrical lathe. Its adaptations, as shown in the five pages of specimens, are endless; but many of the characters, if ordered in sufficient quantity, are capable of forming striking and original running borders. We would specially indicate characters 27, 37, 47, and 52, with their appropriate corners. Five sheets are occupied with specimens of standard brass rule, which is supplied in graduated lengths, and provided with appropriate brass corners, 9 in all, to a nonpareil em. The Keystone Foundry claims to have invented a nickel-alloy (« the best in the world » ), from which all their types are cast.


Sir Charles Reed & Sons send us a double sheet containing a series of twenty four head- and tail-pieces, « selected from the masterpieces of the printers of the 16th and 17th centuries. » The set would be a very useful acquisition to any office where bookwork is undertaken. It may seem strange that printers to-day should go back to the infancy of the art for models of ornament; but it must be remembered that the earliest printers imitated the best work of the scribes at a time when book-decoration was at its highest excellence, and ranked among the fine arts.


The Union Typefoundry show in four sizes, caps only, « American Old-Style, » which for downright ugliness could hardly be excelled. It is after the fashion of the uncouth engravers' work which disfigures the cover of nearly every American magazine.


« Aurora » is the name of an open old-style latin, caps only, brought out in five sizes by Schelter & Giesecke. The face is tinted at the head, softening to white at the foot, and the interspaces are lightly ornamented. The type is cast for two-color work, but the specimen before us is in black only. The effect is neat and artistic.


Barnhart Bros. & Spindler show under the name of « Racine, » in eight sizes, a modified French-faced old-style titling. The letter is about medium width, but light and somewhat meagre. It is not pleasant to the eye. The characteristic features of the French style are caricatured; the curves are flattened; the centre line of the E and F (as in dozens of recent Yankee founts) is brought nearly close to the top; so is the bar of the A and H; while on the other hand the loop of the R comes nearly to the foot of the letter.
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« Cyclops » writes in the Mataura 
Ensign:—The reporter who wishes to « fill up » lays himself out for long words. A very good illustration of this art I saw in a Canterbury paper a few weeks ago. A circus was in the town, and the reporter in referring to the music provided, wished to say that some time had elapsed since a circus band was last heard. He put it thus: « It is some time since the town has been treated to a specimen of equescurriculous orchestration. » This as a sample of its sort, it would be hard to beat. Personally I yield the gentleman the palm. I could never rise to that giddy height.


An ominous sign of the times is the large proportion of little children who are obliged to wear spectacles. The absurdly early school age in force in the colony is the principal cause. Not only are infants at school when they should be at play; but they have to pore over « home lessons » when they should be in bed. In the interests not only of economy, but of education, the 
Post has been advocating the raising of the school age. A contemporary, unable to answer its arguments, calls it « a Tory organ of the deepest tinge. » Health and the faculty of vision are surely more important than party considerations, or even than those adduced by the 
Post, and « Tory » or no « Tory, » every reasonable person, with the welfare of future generations at heart, will agree with our Wellington contemporary.
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An Auckland friend has lent us a copy of a rare pamphlet, the title-page of which (in full) is as follows: « A Short Account of the Character and Labours of the Rev. Samuel Marsden, formerly Chaplain of the Church of England in New South Wales; written for the express purpose of raising funds towards the erection of a church in the Parish of Marsfield, Parramatta. Printed and published by B. Isaacs, Parramatta. 1844. » The pamphlet, which consists of 84 pp. crown 8vo, is not noted in Mr Collier's recently-published Bibliography. It is anonymous, but a manuscript note on the title reads, « By the Rev. Dr Wooles, Ph. D. » The most interesting feature about the pamphlet is the following note, in italic, at the end:—





It is rather singular that this little work respecting Mr. Marsden, should have been printed at the very Press which that Rev. Gentleman introduced into New Zealand. The Press (in consequence of the arrival of others better adapted for the Church Mission) was sold by the Society to Mr. Isaacs, who brought it with him to Parramatta. Two of the Compositors also, it may be stated, came to this part of the world in the same vessel with the celebrated Shungee, to whom such frequent reference has been made.




We have been quite unable to trace the history of the early missionary presses. One, we believe, was brought out to Auckland by Bishop Selwyn some two or three years after the arrival of the first press at the Bay of Islands, and this may be the one referred to, as the pamphlet was published nine years after that event. We hear that there are portions of an old missionary press in the « early history » department of the exhibition at Dunedin. We have in our own office a Columbian dated 1841, formerly belonging to the Church mission (and a few of the superannuated types and borders.) Some


[image: ]
of these characters were probably in Mr Colenso's original packets, opened out five-and-fifty years ago. There is endless wear in the old small-pica—a North Island daily is using it now for leading articles! Only a few days ago an old pressman told us that in 1850 he was working in San Francisco, at the office of the 
Journal of Commerce, when the proprietor imported from the 
New Zealander office in Auckland an old wooden press, for which he paid a high price. Mr R. P. Brydone, our informant, added that he had worked the said press, using with it the old-fashioned inking-balls. We have made many inquiries as to the ultimate disposal of the historic « Stanhope, » brought out by Mr Colenso in 1835, but without gaining any information. We would be glad to receive from any quarter authentlc particulars relating to the first presses in the colony.
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A neat specimen of the unconscious humor of the ingenious comp. is to be found in the printed minutes of the late N.Z. conference of the Wesleyan Church. After grave deliberation, that religious body made the following deliverance on the rights of labor: « This Conference, watching with earnest attention the social movements of the time, expresses its deep sympathy with all lawful and righteous efforts on the part of labor to obtain, wherever it is denied, its due reward. » The printer made it « whenever it is deserved »!—One of the Christchurch daily papers originated still another reading, turning the unfortunate verb into « desired »!— « He puts his foot on the brake and reins in his fiery steeds, » wrote the descriptive reporter of a Napier paper. It came out « runs in. » —According to the 
Illustrated London Almanac, « Michael Angelo, (painter) died 17th February, 1864. » Michael was born in 1475, so that he came very near living to celebrate his quarcentenary. According to the same authority « R. Boyle died » on the 30th December, 1691 and again on the 24th January, 1827.—The following peculiar resolution was moved at a public meeting at the Hutt: « That this meeting treat the Council with 
the same contempt with which they have treated us on two occasions. » —An Australian wholesale book list advertises works by « Præd » and « Defœ's » Robinson Crusoe. (Why not « Crusœ? » ) In the same list we have « Miss Mullock » among the authors, and among the books, « Adventures of Her Baby, » and « Quick of the Dead »!— The Wanganui 
Herald thus quotes (or misquotes) the Wellington 
Times:— « The Wanganui folks are hankering after the luxury of a Girls' Highway School. » —The same paper refers to an address by a professor to « the logical students. » —A sonnet by Mr David Christie Murray is described by a contemporary as « marked by photos and clever rhyme. » « Pathos » is probably intended.—Sometimes the comp perpetrates an unintended libel. The 
Financial Reformer has had to apologise for the following: « I would ask Lord Salisbury, Mr W. H. Smith, and Balfour, the Irish Secretary,' who are always telling lies, that our agitators, » &c. « Lies » should have been « us. »


We direct attention to advertisement on page 36, offering a newspaper and job plant for sale.


« Cyclops, » of the Mataura 
Ensign, is « a fellow of infinite jest. » He lately noted that in one issue of his paper two individuals laid themselves open to a suspicion of incipient lunacy by advertising for lost umbrellas. « But such, » he added, « is the power of the press—the 
Ensign press—that the erring and straying umbrellas have all been restored to the bosoms of their respective families. One advertiser was artless enough to say that he had lost a silk umbrella and found a cotton one, and it seemed wild almost to the the verge of insanity to expect a return. But it so happened. Probably this is the biggest feat ever accomplished yet by any living newspaper. » In a more recent issue he tells the story of an advertising account. He says: « This is it:


Southland Champion Ploughing Match Association (J. A. Mitchell, secretary.)


Dr. to 
Dolomore & Godby.






	Jan. 30.—To Advertising Match, 3½in. 3 ins.

	£1 4 6





That appears to to be the form in which the account left the office, for the remainder of the writing is in a strange hand. This is how it reads:






	Jan. 30.—To Advertising Match, 3½in. 3 ins.

	£1 4 6





	Deducted to make account look well

	0 4 6





	Cheque herewith

	£1 0 0





Well, I don't see that there need be any difficulty in disposing of the matter. Stick to the cheque, receipt the account and add a footnote assuring the secretary that the delicacy of his humor is at any time worth 4s 6d. Then go to the ledger and make a pencil note to this effect: Secretary of the Association likes account to look well and seems to think the result is achieved by knocking off odd shillings. In future clap it on to the measurement. »


Last month we mentioned the sensational story by Mr Davitt in the 
Pall Mall Gazette charging 
The Times with bribery; and Mr T. Harrington has since, in the House of Commons, read some alleged cipher telegrams containing negociations between 
The Times and Sheridan. The New York 
Herald has published on the authority of Thomas Brennan, « the first secretary of the land league in Ireland, who knows all the inside workings of the league in England and America, » Sheridan's version of the story. It contains nothing more beyond a few details, than was stated by Mr Soames eighteen months ago, except that Mr Davitt's very discreditable part in the conspiracy is brought to light. Sheridan, it was reported at the time, having valuable information, was willing to sell it, but backed out when his life was threatened by the Clan-na-gael. His own story is, that an agent of 
The Times called on him in October, 1888, ostensibly to buy his « ranche » at Montevista, Colorado, and gave him to understand that the purchase-money was to cover such information as he could give connecting the league with criminal organizations. « I concluded, » says Mr Sheridan, to get as much information from him as I could, and at the same time fool himself and his employers, » and accordingly he asked $100,000 for the ranche, 
plus the required information. The rogue then coolly narrates how he endeavored, but unsuccessfully, to obtain the money in advance. In conclusion he says « I deliberately entered into negociations with Kerby as the 
The Times representative for the purpose of getting such information as I could from him as to the methods which 
The Times employs in getting up its case, for the purpose of fooling Kerby and his employers, and for the purpose of selling my ranche at good figures when I found he was willing to buy. » « This statement, » Mr Brennan adds, « was forwarded to Mr Davitt. Since the date of that statement Sheridan has reported to me every movement of his victim, which I in turn have forwarded to Davitt. » It is worthy of note that the offer of £20,000 (which was to include « a very large and valuable ranche, » with stock), has been developed by Mr Harrington into £50,000. Sheridan is evidentally another Pigott—ready to sell himself to the highest bidder, and unlike Pigott, rather proud of his faculty for artistic falsehood. Mr Davitt's share in the conspiracy « to fool 
The Times, » bears out our idea that in like manner the Pigott forgeries were arranged by the league. Mr Sheridan, as might be supposed, does not tell the whole story. If the cipher telegrams in Mr Harrington's possession are genuine (which, however, has yet to be proved), he is responsible for the statement that he was in a position to prove that the first 
fac-simile letter was genuine. But it does not appear that any of his uncorroborated statements are true. It turns out that 
The Times never offered him £50,000 or £10,000, or any other sum, for his evidence. According to Sir Richard Webster, an unimpeachable authority, it was the would-be informer who made the first advances, offering his information at a high figure, which he ultimately brought down to £1000; but that Mr Soames, 
The Times solicitor, found him to be such a liar that he would not accept his testimony at any price!
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With politicians and political questions, save so far as they concern the press, we do not deal in these pages. When a press man enters into politics or literature, and achieves a success, his old associates rejoice and do him honor. When he proves a failure, and especially when he forgets all the courtesies of journalism, they have good cause to feel ashamed of him. Sometimes he keeps up his connexion with journalism, when there is all the more need, for the honor of the Craft, that he should be careful to maintain the dignity and self-respect which should properly attach to him in both capacities. If he does otherwise, it is certainly not « meddling in politics » to point out the fact. Unfortunately, the political atmosphere is so impure, that it is difficult to exist in the midst of it without contamination. Not long since a journalist with a record of some twenty-five years' service, addressing a meeting, in a responsible public capacity, so far forgot the journalist in the politician as to tell his hearers not to believe anything they read in any of the papers belonging to the opposite party, inasmuch as they were « Tory » (or let us say « Liberal » —it is quite immaterial)—it was only the papers representing his side that ever published facts. For remarking that political clap-trap of this kind was unworthy of a journalist, 
Typo was accused of « meddling with politics. » Nothing of the kind. A journalist should never forget that by virtue of his profession he should be a gentleman, and should treat his colleagues as such, and in attempting to brand them wholesale with mendacity, he degrades both himself and his profession.


But the leader of the opposition, whose ill-advised remark was made in the heat of an extempore speech, and who has doubtless regretted it since, has been outdone by Mr George Fisher, 
M.H.R., whose conduct it is difficult to characterize. We are only thankful that his connexion with the Craft is a thing of the past. When Mr Fisher exchanged the reporters' chair for a seat in the House of Representatives, he took with him the goodwill of the press; when he advanced to a seat in the Ministry, he received their warmest congratulations. It was only when he revealed an utter lack of fitness for his exalted position that the shafts of press criticism assailed him. Even while in the Ministry, more than eighteen mouths ago, he sent to the 
Australasian a letter, attacking by name the gentleman he supposed to be its New Zealand correspondent. Failing to get this production accepted either there or in New Zealand as literary matter, he paid for it as an advertisement, and by its publication, ruined himself as a public man beyond redemption. When at last—very unwillingly—he left the Ministry, he lost no opportunity of declaring that he had differed from his colleagues all along on every essential point of policy—thus acknowledging a complete lack of political principle. And he did not respect the privacy of cabinet matters generally considered confidential, but made them the common property of the opposition—who, on their part, while they made full use of Mr Fisher, have prudently refrained from trusting him.


No doubt Mr Fisher, having gone up like the proverbial rocket— very suddenly, with a grand rush and roar, finds it very disagreeable to have come down like the stick. He is immoderately sensitive to press criticism, and finds, moreover, that he has alienated personal friends. But for this he has no one but himself to blame; in fact it is a wonder if a man who could be capable of so unworthy an act as Mr Fisher has committed during the past month could retain any personal friends at all.


The 
Evening Press—one of the ablest and most independent journals in the colony—has published some slashing criticisms on Mr Fisher's want of political consistency. Mr Fisher calls the articles « villainous, » but as they did not touch his private character, referring solely to his public conduct, and were in every instance couched in proper language, the term is quite unwarranted. One of these articles, it appears, was written by Mr R. S. Hawkins, editor of the 
Press, who had long been on terms of private friendship with Mr Fisher. Mr Hawkins is a scholar and a gentleman, and is moreover, sensitive in a different way to Mr Fisher. After seeing one of his own articles in print, he felt compunctions of conscience at the thought of past friendship, and Fisher the turncoat politician was forgotten in Fisher the old friend. So he wrote privately to the subject of his article, stating that he was the writer of the article in that day's paper, and concluding in these terms:




« I felt, on re-reading the article at home last night that I had written more strongly, harshly, and unkindly than I ought. If there is any reparation, private or public, which it is in my power to make, or any sacrifice to convince you of the reality of my regret, I shall not hesitate to make it. Only I do ask you to believe that I have not been acting a double part, and playing the friend to your face and the foe behind your back. »




The delicacy and good feeling of this letter were quite lost upon Mr Fisher. Mr Hawkins had really nothing to apologize for. In his editorial capacity he had done no more than his duty, and deserved the more credit that he had acted against his private inclinations. Had he lent the support of the paper to an untrustworthy politician on the grounds of personal friendship, he would have been betraying both the public and the proprietors of the paper. To reveal the authorship of the article to so incontinent an adversary, was, however, a mistake. Mr Fisher bided his time, and then 
published the letter! The apologetic sentences he underscored. To the credit of the Wellington press, he did not find a newspaper there to insert it —possibly he did not try; but he knew where he could find one that would give it publicity. And he published it with comments of his own, which contrast forcibly with Mr Hawkins's letter. Observe the vulgar abuse, the unworthy taunt of alleged poverty, and the pompous self-conceit in the following extract:




« This man Hawkins was, and still is, the editor of the 
Evening Press… One would have theught, after this voluntary and spontaneous acknowledgment of my past goodness to him, this man would in some form have made atonement for his own acknowledged ingratitude, for I did not deign to ask him to make any 'public or private reparation' or any 'sacrifice' to convince me of the reality of his regret… His paper is the recognized hack of a political party, and it is bound to go and follow wherever directed. The complaint from which it suffers is the complaint of Romeo's apothecary. But that is not a sufficient reason for the base ingratitude of this man. I said above that I had not taken any notice of the article or of the writer. The time has yet to come—I always select my own time for these things—to deal with him; but when the time does come I will give this man Hawkins the literary drubbing he so well merits. »




Mr Fisher is quite capable, no doubt, of returning to the attack should he do so, it can only sink him deeper—if such a thing be possible—in the mire of contempt. He is a member of a Parliament drawing to its close, and is ambitious to be re-elected. Every step he has taken so far has reduced his chance. He has made himself the laughing-stock of his Wellington constituency by a personal quarrel with some disreputable folk who turn his public meetings into a screaming farce and have dragged him into the police court on a charge of using abusive langnage. Wellington, he is beginning to suspect, will have none of him (as expressed more picturesquely than classically, in a resolution lately proposed at one of his meetings, it « reprobates with abhorrence his wriggling and wobbling ways » ); and he is casting about for a seat. The first quality required in a representative is fidelity. Mr Fisher was not faithful to his election pledges; he was not faithful to his colleagues; he is not faithful to old friendships; he is not faithful in regarding the sanctity of private 

correspondence. Can he expect any constituency to trust him? And we grieve to have to write it—Mr Fisher was once—actually— « connected with the press »!


For giving decisions in libel cases on purely abstract grounds, altogether apart from the evidence, Wellington juries are unequalled in the colonies. Last year they coolly gave Mr Larnach £500 damages against the Auckland 
Herald. Mr Larnach had not been libelled, and had not been damaged; but the 
Herald, the leading newspaper of a rival city, had been in the habit of making unkind, unjust, and sarcastic remarks about the Empire City, and Mr Larnach's action, judiciously heard in Wellington, afforded twelve good men and true an excellent opportunity to wipe off an old score. The late libel case against the Wairarapa 
Star was decided on abstract grounds, equally foreign to the case. In many parts of the colony, the community is divided into two political factions, and the first question that arises when a candidate appears—whether he is ambitious to become Mayor or to obtain a stonebreaking contract— is not, Is he fit for the duties? but For whom did he vote at the last general election? The trouble in the Wairarapa arose out of a Mayoral election last November. The 
Star's man was defeated, and the newspaper next day published an angry article accusing the plaintiffs of bringing about that defeat by maligning the candidate, and by « misrepresentation and falsehood » securing his opponent's return. On this the charge of libel was based. Defendants pleaded truth and justification, but their counsel, Sir Robert Stout, practically abandoned those lines of defence, the alleged false statements of the plaintiffs having been proved to be true, and the falsehood fixed upon the 
Star. The able counsel for the defence took the painfully weak grounds (1) that « it was ridiculous to formulate a libel case out of the fact that a man had accused another of lying at election time, » and (2) that plaintiffs « were probed on » by a rival paper « who wanted to crush the 
Star out of existence. » For this latter assertion he could adduce no proof. Never was there a clearer case of « No case—abuse plaintiff. » The issue as put to the jury was simply this: The 
Star has accused plaintiffs of « misrepresentation and falsehood »: the charge is found to be entirely unfounded: the plaintiffs claim £1000. The jury found a verdict for the plaintiffs—they could not do otherwise—but gave damages one farthing! A more inconsequent verdict was never recorded. It meant either one of two things: that a character for truthfulness is worth no more than the amount awarded; or that the utmost power of the 
Star for mischief is represented by the smallest coin of the realm. Really, however, the jurymen meant neither one nor the other. Their feeling (or that of the majority of the twelve) was well expressed by a contemporary that rejoiced in the result inasmuch as the 
Star was « a determined enemy to land-grabbers. » That is to say, party sympathies alone decided the verdict. The damages claimed were unreasonable—probably much more than the value of the entire 
Star; but in a gross libel like this, by a paper which endeavors to make up for its insignificance by its scurrility, the verdict should at least have carried costs. Jurymen sometimes forget that their oath binds them to give verdict according to evidence. If political verdicts are tolerated, juries may at length descend to such burlesques of justice as are the fashion in Ireland, and when an ex-prisoner dies from the effects of whisky, return a verdict of wilful murder against an unpopular Minister of Justice.






Typo: A Monthly Newspaper and Literary Review, Volume 4

[trade dispatches]




This is a somewhat grim item: « There is an increasing demand in England for human skin leather, and it is becoming quite common for poor people to make 
ante mortem sales of their hides to certain well known tanners. The skins of beer drinkers are said to be in highest demand as being softer and more pliable than those of spirit drinkers. » The value of a water-drinker's skin is not stated, and is probably unknown, as such « hides » are not in the market. It is only the craving for a « skinful » that can induce a man to mortgage his skin.


The Mataura 
Ensign writes:—In connexion with the Early History Court at the Exhibition, Dr Hocken of Dunedin furnished many interesting particulars. We have only space to pick out a couple of items of local interest. We learn in the first place that Mr Culling, of the Mataura Paper Mills, was engaged on the staff of the 
Lyttelton Times shortly after the paper was started. Few people in the district were hitherto aware of the fact that our neighbor, whose enterprise we admire, was a printer, and a very old hand at that. Also we see among the curiosities, is a copy of the 
Nokomai Herald of June 1, 1872. The heading and the imprint of this was the only portion that was not laborously penned. « Yet, » says the reviewer, « the 
Herald must have had a good circulation among the mining population of the place, for there are numerous advertisements, principally of hotels and accommodation houses. » It is a singular fact that the other copy of a manuscript journal comes from Melbourne, whence, to quote the reviewer once more, « mighty journals are now issued, » whilst « there is no paper in Nokomai. » We fear that the 
Ensign must be held responsible for this latter fact.


We are glad to see that Messrs Stone have been successful in their action to recover the £10 of which they had been plundered by the Customs Department. Every importer in the colony is being robbed in like manner, and in most cases the amount involved not being very great on any one invoice, the wrong is submitted to in all meekness, and the tradesman at the dictation of an officer makes out a false post entry— « stationery n.o.e. 15% should have been stationery manufactured, 25%, » and pays the difference. He does this to save trouble. But he is thenceforth blacklisted as a fraudulent importer. The resistance to the latest form of Customs robbery should not be left to private firms, but should be organized. It is a fact that though respectable houses have had whole consignments confiscated and sold at the instance of the « expert, » not one single case of fraud on the part of an importer has been proved. The Government have pilfered on a petty scale in the name of duty, and have plundered on a large; but they have not yet ventured to take a single case into the courts. Where the importers have plucked up courage to do so, they have been successful.


An action for libel of a most vexatious and unusual character has been brought against the Wanganui 
Herald. In a civil action pending in the Supreme Court, Wanganui, Corrie 
v. Thompson, it published the statement of claim in full. It seems that by some antiquated usage of the Court a plaintiff's statement is a private document (!), and the newspaper, on being threatened with an action for libel, apologized; notwithstanding which Mr John Maitland Thompson, of Auckland, has brought the action, laying a claim for damages. There is a rule of Court that a case must be tried at the Court nearest the defendant's place of residence, by which, in the ordinary course, the action would come off in Wanganui. But it seems that nothing is easier than to evade a Supreme Court rule. On the pretext that copies of the Wanganui 
Herald had been circulated in Auckland, the Supreme Court has accepted the fiction that Auckland was the place of publication, and the trial is fixed for Auckland, to the extreme disadvantage of the newspaper concerned. Even if the paltry action is dismissed with costs, the Wanganui 
Herald will have been put to great loss and inconvenience. We shall look with great interest for the result of the action.


Concerning the Wairarapa libel « Puff » writes in the 
Press:— « There was sport in the Supreme Court yesterday, but all the game fell to the lawyers. The 
Star pays a farthing damages and Heaven knows how much in costs! And Chamberlains the millers receive the farthing and also empty their hoppers into the devil's brigade coffers, and now its all over both parties wonder how they could be so foolish as to start it! Well the lesson may be worth the money to both parties! » —On a still more recent case, the same writer comments as follows: « That's a queer business, that libel action against the Reefton 
Guardian by the R.M. Bird! That's a case which the Minister of Justice should inquire into. Don't do for a man in his position to throw up the sponge. Certainly not, when he's gone in for a criminal prosecution. What could be the reason of his dropping it? Well, you see that the prevailing impression is that he conceived a dislike for the process of cross-examination! Plenty people don't like that! No doubt, but then plenty people may do as they please but an R. M. is a public official who can't do quite what he likes, and who is responsible to the Department of Justice. The Reefton 
Guardian seems to have spoken out pretty plainly! And apparently has discharged a public duty; at any rate the Minister of Justice ought to demand an explanation! These R.M. Courts, especially in the more out of the way districts, need careful watching. And the Minister ought to exercise the greatest care in the selection of Resident Magistrates. »
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The Church and the Labor Problem.


At the late meeting of the Wesleyan Conference in Christ-church, that body for the first time made an official deliverance on the labor question. It was the outcome of much consideration and grave discussion; yet no sooner was the session closed than the Conference was charged with acting in direct opposition to its declared views. The following letter, from the local Typographical Association to the Secretary of the Trades and Labor Council, explains the matter from Unionist point of view:—


« Dear Sir,—I desire, on behalf of the above Association to draw the attention of the Council to the following circumstances:—At the annual meeting of the Wesleyan Conference recently held in Christ-church, the following motion was, after a discussion in which many prominent members of the clergy and laity of that body took part, unanimously adopted—'That this Conference, watching with earnest attention the social movements of the time, expresses its deep sympathy with all lawful and righteous efforts on the part of labor to obtain, wherever it is denied, its due reward.' One would naturally suppose that a body of gentlemen who so unanimously adopted the foregoing resolution, would, wherever an opportunity presented itself endeavor to show their sympathy in a practical manner; but, if what I am about to state is found to be correct, it will appear that the opposite is the case. At the close of each annual Conference it is the custom to have the Minutes of the Conference printed in book-form. Of course, the job is tendered for. On the present occasion, the Secretary seems to have gone to considerable trouble in finding out where the work could be produced the cheapest. He eventually fixed on a firm of printers in town employing almost entirely boy labor. They, of course, owing to the method adopted by them in working their business, could afford to do the work cheaper than the larger offices employing a fair proportion of journeymen to apprentices. Now, sir, if such conduct as this is what is meant by 'deep sympathy with the efforts of labor,' I think it is about time we expressed our dissent from such views, We, as Unionists, must not expect to effect any very material improvement in our social standing while the present suicidal competition between certain employers of labor remains unchecked. It will be the business of the Trade Council to endeavor to check it. Employers who are inclined and anxious to conduct their business in accordance with Union principles are heavily handicapped by the tactics adopted by these non-Union employers, and we must exert ourselves in the cause of the former if we wish to advance our own interests. With regard to the case I have quoted, I think the Council would do well to make some enquiries in reference to it, and if the circumstances are as I have stated I would suggest that a respectfully worded resolution, expressing the surprise and disapprobation of the Council, be sent to President of the Conference, the Rev. J. J. Lewis; such resolution would I think, have the effect of preventing a similar error on a future occasion.—I remain, sir, yours fraternally, F. C. 
Gerard, Sec. »


The contents of the letter were discussed at length, and a resolution was moved that the Secretary write to the President of the Conference thanking him for the expression of sympathy and good feeling as conveyed in the public press; and also drawing his attention to the circumstances attending the publication of the minute book as stated in the foregoing communication.


The 
New Zealand Methodist, the official organ of the Church, publishes the following explanation:


« Tenders were invited for printing the Conference minutes, and it has been freely alleged that the tender that was accepted was sent in by a firm by which the rights of labor are not duly recognized. An examination of the charge proves it to be wholly slanderous and contemptible. To begin with, the Conference, as a whole, has nothing to do with accepting the tender for printing; it is a matter that is left in the hands of the secretary, and is one of the first things attended to after the opening of Conference. Further, it should be stated that the price paid for printing this year is considerably in advance of that paid last year, and, so far as it is possible to judge, is a fail-remuneration for the work done. We are further assured that the conditions of labor in the printing office in which the work was done, are much the same as in ordinary jobbing offices. It is a fact, we believe, that the firn in question has not yet seen its way to join a union that has been formed among the printers of Christchurch in the interests of a uniform tariff. Of that fact, however, the secretary was wholly unaware at the time when the tender was accepted, and even if he had been, we do not suppose that it would in any way have affected the result. The rights of labor are, after all, not quite bound up with the question as to whether or not a particular firm shall join a particular union. Nothing has yet been adduced to show that the price accepted for printing was not fairly remunerative for services given, and that is what must be proved in order to sheet home to the Conference the charge of inconsistency. The incident is in various ways instructive. It shows for one thing that any resolutions that the Conference may adopt in relation to social questions are narrowly watched by the public, and that, as proceeding from a religious body, it is expected that a high level of consistency will be maintained. It further shows that the cause of labor, with which the Conference expressed sympathy in the particular resolution referred to, is itself imperilled by the prevalence of unreasonable criticism. »


We fail to see, under the circumstances, that any blame attaches to the Secretary of the Conference. The evil is inherent in the « tender » system. The work last year was probably done at a miserably low figure; but as we have many times shown, the fault is far more with the trade than with the customers. We are glad to know, from our correspondent's last letter, that all the Christchurch printers have now joined the M.P.A.
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Last Year we mentioned that Mr J. Collier, the General Assembly Librarian, had in hand a comprehensive Bibliography of New Zealand. We have now to acknowledge receipt of a copy of this valuable work, which we prize the more highly as the edition is limited, and it is not for sale. The book, which is printed at the Government office, is a large octavo, of 240 pages, and is compiled with the greatest care and industry. The first and most important section is the chronological catalogue, beginning with Tasman's journals published in 1764; and brought down to 1889, including more than one work « in the press » at the time of publication. Wherever necessary notes are given, always brief, and very much to the point. For example, Mr Sutter's « Per Mare, per Terras, » so far as the six chapters relating to the colony are concerned, is noted as « valueless. » The list is not confined to complete books and pamphlets, but old review and magazine articles on the colony—some of much interest—are duly noted. In the case of important works, references are also given to the chief notices and criticisms in the press. The first section occupies 175 pages; the remainder of the work is occupied with a classified catalogue of subjects, and an alphabetical list of authors. Every page of the hook bears evidence of the most painstaking research, and its preparation must have been a labor of love to Mr Collier. No such work has heretofore been attempted, and it will be indispensable to all future students of the literature and history of the colony. One more book is needed—a bibliography of newspaper and other periodical literature lying outside the plan of the present work. In ephemeral literature of this class in years past was embedded some of the best work of the ablest writers that the colony has produced.


Miss Emily Faithfull writes in the 
Lady's Pictorial, referring to the generous tribute paid by the 
Manchester Quarterly to her old friend Miss Christina Rossetti:—It is very acceptable to light upon a thoroughly well-deserved recognition of a woman poet in this carping, critical age. Most cordially do I endorse the writer's opinion that no living authoress has a better right to the white chaplet of modesty than this gifted lady. She has never obtruded her personality on the world; year after year she writes in a dreary London square, where the years, as they go by, snatch her loved ones, only leaving her with fresh cares and duties which she fulfils with « sweet evidence of unextinguished hope and trust in Him who ordereth all things wisely and for our good. » Never shall I for-forget the pride I felt in early youth in being selected by Miss Rossetti to read one of her poems at the monthly gathering of the club called « The Portfolio, » to which I had been introduced by Adelaide Proctor. More than thirty years have passed away since that ever-to-be-remembered evening, and many of her poems have since been published—and « the softly subdued pathos » which characterises them imparts to them a strong individuality.—The following is an example of Miss Rossetti's charming verse:—






When I am dead, my dearest,



Sing no sad songs for me;



Plant thou no roses at my head,



Nor shady cypress tree;



Be the green grass above me



With showers and dewdrops wet;



And if thou wilt, remember,



And if thou wilt, forget.



I shall not see the shadows,



I shall not feel the rain;



I shall not hear the nightingale



Sing on, as if in pain;



And, dreaming throughout the twilight



That does not rise nor set,



Haply I may remember,



And haply may forget.





The Taranaki 
Herald, writing of Tupper, recalls the fact that he was associated fifty years ago with the promoters of the Canterbury settlement, and that he wrote the following poem on the departure of the vessels for Lyttelton:






Queen of the South! which the mighty Pacific,



Claims for its Britain in ages to be,



Bright with fair visions and hopes beatific,



Glorious and happy thy future I see!



Thither the children of England are thronging,



There for true riches securely to search;



Not for thy gold, California, longing,



But for sweet Home, with enough, and a Church!



There, a soft clime, and a soil ever teeming,



Summer's December, and winter's July, [ing,



With the bright Southern Cross in the firmament gleam-



The Dove, and the Crown, and the Altar on high.



There, the broad prairies with forest and river,



There the safe harbors are bidding men search,



For Thy best blessings, O Heavenly Giver!



Home, with enough, and an Englishman's Church.



Yes, for Britannia, the mother of Nations,



Sends out her children as teeming old Greece,



Good men and great men to stand in their station,



Merchants of plenty and heralds of Peace,



Stout Anglo-Saxons! Port Victory calls you;



Take the glad omen, and speedily search,



Where you shall gather, whatever befalls you,



Truest of treasures, a Home and a Church!



Fifty years hence—look forward and see it,



Realm of New Zealand, what then shall thou be?



If the world lives, at the Father's « so be it. »



All shall be greatness and glory with thee!



Even should Britain's decay be down-written



In the dread doom-book that no man may search,



Still, shall an Oxford, a London, a Britain,



Gladden the South with a Home and a Church.





The fifty years have sped, and Tupper's vision may now be compared with the reality. It is a happy circumstance that his dream of a state church was not realized. The Church of England has done nobler and more lasting work in the colony than any official department could ever have accomplished.


The 
Woman's World for November contains two little poems and a story from the pen of Miss Amy Levy, which seem now to have a special significance. We quote one of the poems— « The Promise of Sleep »:—






All day I could not work for woe,



I could not work nor rest;



The trouble drove me to and fro,



Like a leaf on the storm's breast.



Night came, and saw my sorrow cease:



Sleep to the chamber stole;



Peace crept about my limbs, and peace



Fell on my stormy soul.



And now I think of only this—



How I again may woo



The gentle Sleep, who promises



That Death is gentle too.





Mr Andrew Lang has been giving a very humorous lecture on « How to fail in literature. » Mr Lang's hints are worthy of study by those who would succeed. His sketch of the stock characters in the average novel was exceedingly good; but his types of poetic failure (composed for the occasion) are better still. This is his sample of the « consumptive manner »:—










Only.




Only a spark of the ember,



Only a leaf on the tree,



Only the days we remember,



Only the days without thee.



Only the flowers that thou worest,



Only the book that we read, Only that night in the forest,



Only a dream of the dead.



Only the troth that was broken,



Only the heart that was lonely,



Only the sign and the token,



That sighing on the saying of only.











The next little poem which Mr Lang read was a combination of several manners, and was so composite that he found it difficult to place it in any particular category. Therefore he entitled it










No Name.




In the slumber of the winter in the secret of the snow



What is the voice that is crying out of the long ago?



When the accents of the children are hushed upon the stairs,



When the poor forgets his troubles and the rich forgets his cares.











Or if you wish to be satirical you may say:






—and the rich forgets his shares



What is the silent whisper that echoes in the room



When the days are full of darkness and the night is hushed in gloom?



'Tis the voice of the departed who will never come again,



Who have left the weary tumult and the struggle and the pain.





Or you may say:






—and the agony of men.



And my heart makes heavy answer to the voice that conies no more,



To the whisper that is welling from a far-off golden shore.





Two other sorts of verse—verse which counts failure—were instanced by Mr Lang: the Grosvenor Gallery style:






When the summer night is dim, hushed the loud chrysanthemum—



Sister sleep.



&c., &c, 
ad lib.,





and the sonnet. The man who wished to fail might also imitate popular poets such as Tennyson, Swinburne, Rossetti, and Dobson.


George Meredith has completed his novel 
The Journalist; but is holding it over till he has completed another story on which he is engaged. This is entitled 
One of the Conquerors, and will, he says, be his masterpiece.


The extent of the British reading public may be partly inferred from the marvellous demand for the beautifully-printed sixpenny edition of « Westward Ho! » issued by Mac-millan. The hundred thousand copies at first arranged for were sold before issue, and two more issues of the same number had to produced before the demand could be overtaken. Some delay was caused by the printing machines breaking down under the pressure. One bookseller alone had orders for over ten thousand copies!


The 'Pilgrim's Progress' has just been translated into the language of Abyssinia by a young man of Florence. This is the eighty-fourth language in which the immortal work is now read.
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Parnell has to pay the costs in the Scotch action against 
The Times. The amount is £500.


A Wellington comp who got drunk and into bad company, charged one of his boon companions with cutting his head open with a stone. The 
Press says: « 'I'm come here to state what I know, and I'm not going to be bluffed,—there's too much of that foolery in the Court,' said John Tierney in the witness-box in the Supreme Court this morning. He was being examined by Mr Haselden, and this was the sort of answers he gave. Mr Bell, the Crown Prosecutor, did little better with him, and he answered in much the same strain the questions of the Chief Judge, who said if an ignorant person were in the box such answers would not be wondered at, but from a compositor they expected something better. »





In the Resident Magistrate's Court, Dunedin, on the 10th inst., Mr Carew gave judgment in the case brought by Stone & Co., to recover £10 paid under protest on book-covers. His Worship decided that book-covers were not stationery, and not liable to duty.


The Sydney 
Telegraph says: An exhibition is to be held in London in May next of stamps from all parts of the English-speaking world. The Postmaster-General of New South Wales proposes to send to the exhibition specimens of the stamps used in the colony from the earliest date. A history of the post and telegraphic systems of the colony is also to be prepared and forwarded to London. Dr Houison, Mr C. Potter, (Government printer) and Mr Lambton (Under-Secretary Postal Department) have been appointed a committee to take the necessary steps for preparing and forwarding the exhibit.


The 
Parthenon, the new Sydney magazine, edited by ladies, has had to defend a libel action. It started a competition for girls under seventeen, as to who should furnish the largest number of words from the letters in « regulation. » One Miss McKinney, after diligently studying all the dictionaries she could find, sent so formidable a list of words as to distance all competitors, and astonish the editors, who found some hundreds with which they were quite unacquainted. They therefore sent a list of the doubtful words to Professor Scott who replied that they were « mostly obsolete. » The editors, however went further than the Professor, and published a paragraph disqualifying Miss McKinney on the ground that « with deliberate intention to make a big total » she had « used quantities of words that she must have invented herself. » The young lady's father was justly indignant, and brought the action to vindicate his daughter's character, asking only for nominal damages. A verdict was given by the Judge for one farthing, with costs on the lowest scale.


The following is from the musical contributor of the 
Star:— « A good many people have asked me what on earth I meant on Monday in my notice of 'Romeo et Juliette' by saying that its mood is monstrous. These innocent persons seem to think that whatever appears under my signature in the 
Star is written by me. This is a mistake. I merely supply a manuscript sketch, which the printers fill in according to their own fantasy. I believe I did make some such trite observation as that the mood of the work in question was 'monotonous.' The compositor, feeling that the adjective lacked force and compactness, and having his own opinion about Gounod, altered the word to 'monstrous.' When the proof-reader came upon the phrase, he naturally exclaimed, 'What on earth does this mean? This must be one of Di Basseto's deep things—one of his originalities—one of those inspired utterances which distinguish him from the vulgar critics. It must be displayed in capitals in a line by itself.' And display it he did forthwith. I was on the roof of an omnibus in Oxford-street when I read it. The next thing I remember is standing at the counter of a post-office, with a superintendent politely but firmly informing me that that they were not allowed to transmit messages couched in the terms I had employed. »
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Our Exchanges.


With its issue for 2nd January, the weekly 
Journal für Buchdruckerkunst begins its 57th year. It is, we believe, the oldest, as it is one of the best of printers' trade journals.


The 
Inland Printer is publishing competition jobs in rule-work. A clever study of a hand holding a pack of cards, by an Iowa printer, appears in its January number.


The 
American Art Printer for November-December is as bright as ever. Among the original articles is one, with numerous illustrations, on the formation of bands, ribbons, and streamers from brass rule.



Paper and Press for January contains a good portrait and biography of M.Blowitz, the celebrated Paris correspondent of 
The Times. A colored portrait of the same man appeared lately in 
Vanity Fair, and—marvellous to relate—was not a caricature.


The 
Printing Times for January contains the index to vol. xv (new series.) It is a pretty exhaustive one, occupying twenty-one columns of brevier. To compile such an index involves much labor; but the value of trade paper is fully doubled when it is done. The fine old-fashioned headpiece at the head of the index is worthy of study as a piece of book-decoration. As showing the increasing interest taken in the colonies, it is worthy of note that « New Zealand » is the subject of fifty-nine references (some cross-references, of course) in this index.
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Trade Lists and Samples.


Messrs Cowan & Co., Limited, notify us that they intend closing their Dunedin warehouse at or about the end of May.


A trade circular issued by Messrs Sargood Son & Ewen, and printed by Wilsons & Horton, Auckland, is, as a work of art, a long way ahead of many of the professedly art productions issued in the colony. It contains a good portrait and brief biographical sketch of each of the New Zealand Governors, the alternate pages being devoted to advertisements, with neat borders representing the native flora. It is in every respect a creditable production.
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Mr Henry C. Haselden, stationer, Wellington, has filed a declaration of insolvency. The assets are set down at £464; liabilities, £384 6s 0d.


Mr Labouchere says that « the majority of the members of the House of Commons are a disreputable crew. » He omitted to state whether the member for Northampton was one of the majority.


The New Zealand book-shops (says the Wellington 
Evening Press,) afford most complete and damning evidence that we are not an educated people, and that we are not an educated nation.


Professor Eliot, of Harvard College, roused the ire of the Boston press by denouncing at a dinner of the Harvard Club the reporters of that city as « drunkards, thieves, and dead-beats, » and adding that the terms would fit all newspaper reporters as a class in Boston.


At a recent book-sale in Dunedin, a set of the 
Picturesque Atlas of Australasia, complete with the exception of one or two of the latest parts, was knocked down for 19s l½d! The buyer was one of the local agents for the book.


In the Court of Queen's Bench, London, Edgar Bluett, a postage stamp dealer, sued the publishers of the 
Philatelic Record to recover damages for libel. The paper had published a letter from a correspondent stating that he had purchased three spurious stamps from the plaintiff, and further stating that he believed he was not the only collector who had been victimised by the plaintiff, and commenting generally on the sale of bogus stamps. The letter was headed « Rubbish, and Rubbish Mongers. » The jury awarded plaintiff £250 damages.


A late decree by Prince Bismarck reads as follows:—Several gentlemen from whom I receive documents write their names in such a manner that, although it may serve to their own eyes to represent those names, it is to others quite incomprehensible. This is absolutely inadmissible, and a legible signature is not only an official duty, but also a duty dictated by politeness. Not only I myself, but everybody who receives an official document, has the right to expect the signature attached to it to be easily decipherable, without being obliged to refer for assistance to an official list. I should be very unwilling to be obliged to call the attention of certain gentlemen particularly and personally to this matter, but I shall be compelled to resort to that course if occasion be again given for such a step. I request officially that every official shall write his name, not in such a manner that it may be deciphered, but that it can be easily read at the first glance. » It would be well if a good many officials outside of the Fatherland would profit by this gentle hint.


In New South Wales, this month, in the small debts court, S. Hawkins, proprietor of the Waggawagga 
Express, sued Charles McGovern, soap manufacturer, residing at Albury, for advertising his soap for fifteen months. Plaintiff stated that the order was given verbally, and that he understood the advertisement was to remain in the paper until countermanded. At the end of the first quarter the account was sent in, and it was again rendered from time to time afterwards, but no notice was taken. Defendant stated that he had only ordered the advertisement for one quarter, and had not been aware that it was being continued. The magistrate said it had been ruled that anyone receiving a newspaper, even if not ordered, was liable for payment unless he sent the paper back. He considered the same rule applied to advertising. Defendant had been informed of his advertisement being in the paper by means of the accounts from time to time rendered, and he should have paid up and countermanded the advertisement at the end of the first quarter. Judgment was given for plaintiff.—The decision was right, but we are convinced that the magistrate's law was bad. We have often read of the « ruling » referred to, but have never seen it authenticated by any reference. In this case the order was admitted, and the defendant had received regular reminders. But we do not believe that any publisher could recover in the absence of a definite order. It would be contrary to all equity if he could.


Among those drowned in the terrible wreck of the 
Quetta off the Queensland coast, were Mr and Mrs John Watson. Mr Watson was the senior partner in the large bookselling and printing firm of Watson, Ferguson, & Co., Brisbane.


Messrs Whitcombe & Tombs have fallen out with the Christchurch Typographical Association in consequence of a circular issued by the latter, and have made their establishment a non-union shop. The firm pay the full rate of wages; but have offended the union by employing women in the composing-room.


Two important paper mills are now at work in Brazil—the first factories of the kind in South America. The machinery was built in Germany. The material used is exclusively cellulose, made from the fibres of the country. The number of hands employed at the mills amounts in the aggregate to 700 or 800. Up to the present time most of the printing papers used in Brazil have been imported from Germany and Belgium; the fine paper and fancy sorts from England and France.


The brothers Chamberlain, farmers, of Wairarapa, and members of the Masterton borough council, having been accused by the local 
Star of « deliberate falsehood » in connexion with a late mayoral election, brought an action for libel against Messrs Smith & Hogg, proprietors of the paper, claiming £1000 damages. The case came before the Supreme Court, Wellington, on the 14th inst, and occupied part of two days. The jury, after retiring for half-an-hour, found a verdict for the plaintiff, and awarded one farthing damages. There being no order to the contrary, therefore, both sides have to pay their own costs.


The Typographical Association of Sydney have refused the application of Miss Annie Hill for admission to membership on the ground that the constitution of the society prohibited the admission of females, the lady wrote to the secretary asking for a copy of the particular rule referred to. No such rule existed; and the secretary was driven to take refuge in the excuse that the masculine form of pronoun was used throughout! The union has made a grave mistake. As Miss Hill has shown, she is a skilled workman, has served a regular apprenticeship, and has complied with union rules. She did not wish to seek employment in non-union offices, but will now be compelled to do so.


In the dispute between Messrs Stone, Sons, & Co., of Dunedin and the Customs authorities, the latter were put to great shifts in endeavoring to prove that blocked cloth covers for books were dutiable. Up to this year, the importers had passed them as un-enumerated articles, duty free, without question; but the Wellington officials (had the £800 
expert a hand in the matter?) found fault. The importers demanded to know under what head the duty was levied, and after considerable hesitation, the department replied that the goods came under the category of 
Textile Fabrics!! Before the case came into Court, however, this was changed into « manufactured stationery. » The expert evidence was unanimous that book covers are not stationery, and the Customs were defeated.
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We have received a copy of No. 149 of the monthly 
London and Provincial Music Trade Review, a flourishing and well-edited paper, now in its thirteenth year.


A Paris telegram of 2nd March states that the president of the French executive council has ordered the prosecution of 
La Gaieté (?) newspaper for publishing an article advising the German socialists to shoot the emperor. 
La Gravité will probably henceforth be the more appropriate title for this lively sheet.


Steinkopf, the German correspondent of 
The Times, for libelling Sir Morell Mackenzie, has been ordered to pay £1500, and the aggrieved doctor has recovered £150 from 
The Times for giving publicity to the libel. It is doubtful whether Sir Morell will obtain as much from the correspondent, notwithstanding the verdict.


In consequence of the complaints of the Victorian printers and publishers as to the disadvantage at which they are placed by the New South Wales Government carrying and delivering all locally-published periodicals free, the Postmaster-General has invited the Postmaster-General of New South Wales to a conference on the subject.


In the case against the Auckland 
Observer, for libelling Humphries, a lawyer, the grand jury found no bill. Those who read the sample of the objectionable matter in our last issue, will agree that the ways of juries are inscrutable. For publishing stuff not one whit worse, unfortunate John Baldwin suffered six months' imprisonment—in his case a sentence of death.



The Worker, which has just been started in Brisbane, Q., as the organ of the Trade Unions, is a new experiment in journalism. It is a purely co-operative concern, the property of the Unions, who own the plant, elect trustees, appoint the editor by plebiscite, and pay a 
per capita, subscription, in exchange for which each member receives a copy of the paper. We doubt whether a paper on these lines will succeed. It will i probably split on the rocks of socialism or land nationalization.


The little radical weekly 
Age in Christ-church has had but a brief existence. It has been discontinued, and the plant sold by auction.


The 
Buchdrucker Zeitung says that the old forests of pines and of firs in central Europe are rapidly disappearing, owing to the demand for wood pulp for the paper mills. Over the sites of some of them mills have arisen. The annual produce of wood cellulose is now more than 700,000,000?, and as it requires 3? of wood to produce 1? of celluloid, this means an annual conversion of upwards of 2,000,000,000? of wood.


Now that so many good patterns of office files are to be had, it is time that the clumsy and dangerous « spike file » was abolished. The 
Press narrates how a commercial gentleman in Wellington, one day lately, dozed at his office table. As he dozed he nodded, and at length spiked the tip of his nose on one of these pointed instruments. The injury was painful, and might easily have been much more serious.


The criminal action by Mr Warden Bird against James Wilkie of the Eeefton 
Guardian came before the Supreme Court, Hokitika, on the 18th inst. The strongest sentence in the article complained of was this: « We have frequently commented on the extraordinary decisions of the Court, but yesterday's irrational verdict eclipses all previous records in inbecility. » Mr Jellicoe, of Wellington appeared for accused, who pleaded not guilty, and a jury was empanelled. Then the prosecutor decided not to go on with the case and the Crown Prosecutor obtained leave to enter a 
nolle prosequi. This is the second time that Mr Wilkie has been put to the trouble and cost of travelling to Hokitika to he a target for blank cartridge. In a case of libel,—and of criminal libel especially— parties taking action should be made to deposit reasonable securities to prevent « bogus » actions.


The date is often printed in roman numerals at the foot of a title, and the changes sometimes bother compositors who are not familiar with the notation. For a long time the symbols have been progressing in a regular series, forming in 1888 about as unwieldy a group as could well occur; and the sudden change in 1890 has set the comps considering as to the correct notation. Here it is:



1888 
Mdccclxxxviii



1889 
Mdccclxxxix



1890 
Mdcccxc


The change after the close of the nineteenth century will be sharper still; and the characters will form a most unfamiliar group:



1899 
Mdcccxcix



1900 
Mcm



1901 
Mcmi


There are signs that this cumbrous old notation is dying out. It is certainly convenient in Scripture references (« Matt. xx 20, » for example), but it is abandoned in the Revised Version, and even, we notice, in the latest editions of the Authorized Version issued by the Bible Society—a great innovation. It has always been a stumbling-block to the illiterate. An old story, now going the rounds, tells of a clerk who never could master the notation, and on one occasion announced: « We will sing to the praise and glory of God in the X and the L and the one-eyed psalm. »


Edison's phonograph has been tried in the office of the Berlin 
National Zeitung. The editor dictated a sentence into it in his private room, and the apparatus was then sent into the composing room, and a compositor set up—with perfect accuracy it is Stated—what the phonograph repeated. This is the first practical application of the invention in a German newspaper office.
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Obituary.


Mr Thomas Purnell (« Q » of the 
Athenæum) died on the 17th December, aged 55.


Mr William Mack, a successful publisher, died at Bristol on the 3rd January, at the age of 61. He was the originator of the « Birthday Text Books, » and some of his publications in this line have never been excelled.


Dr Westland Marston, 
Ll.D., poet and dramatist, died in London on 5th January. He was born in Lincolnshire, January, 1819. Some of his plays have been very successful. His best-known poem is « The Death-ride at Balaklava. »


Late home papers record the death of Mr-Andrew Young, author of the best children's hymn in the English language—the « Happy Land. » He was born in 1807. Some particulars regarding Mr Young appeared in our last volume, p. 110.


Queensland papers report the death by drowning, during the late floods, of Mr E. Reddin, proprietor of two evening newspapers, one at Charters Towers, and the other at Townsville. Mr Beddin was a brother-in-law of Mr Joseph Ivess, and was at one time on the staff of the Ashburton 
Mail.


Mr Robert Galbraith, 
C.E., the recently-elected mayor of Tauranga, died on the 21st February, of pleurisy, at the early age of 32 years. He had been about ten years in the colony, had studied law, and been admitted to the bar. He was brother to the proprietor of the local 
Times, and for a time edited the paper.


Mr William Gilbert, father of Mr W. S. Gilbert, died on the 2nd January, at Salisbury, of paralysis, at an advanced age. He was the author of several novels, poems, and plays, and of a work published when he was sixty years of age, entitled « Dives and Laza-rus, » dealing with the condition of the poor. He was his son's most valued counsellor and critic.


On the 13th December, at Surbiton, Mr Robert Farran, formerly head of the publishing firm of Griffith, Farran, Okeden, and Welsh. He was born in India in 1829, received his early education in trade with W. H. Allen & Co., and was for many years with Longmans. In 1856, on the retirement of Mr Grant, he joined Mr Griffith. For two years past he had taken no active interest in business.


A London telegram of 3rd March, records the death of Sir Edward Baines, editor and proprietor of the Leeds 
Mercury,—a paper which in his hands has become one of the most powerful of the English provincial papers. He was in his ninetieth year, having been born in 1800. He was not only a distinguished journalist, but a writer of books on industrial subjects, and one of the prominent English liberal and freetrade politicians. He represented Leeds in Parliament from 1859 to 1874.
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Napier, New Zealand. Printed and Published by 
Robert Coupland Harding, at his registered Printing Office, Hastings-street.—March, 1890.
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Design in Typography. 
Bruce's Scrolls.



XL.




Quite a variety of combination ribbons had appeared by the year 1876; printers were familiar with the design, and had doubtless become impatient at its limitations in ornamental work. It was then that Bruce of New York produced a series which was not oniy one of the most elaborate that has ever appeared, but which for artistic design and careful cutting still remains unsurpassed. The new series differed from the others in several respects—it dispensed with brass rule; it was not open, the whole surface being uniformly tinted; and it could therefore be used only (in single-color work) in combination with the letters specially cast to correspond. The whole series in two-line great-primer consisted of six sections; the seventh, in two-line pica, merely reproducing some of them on a smaller scale. Leaving the letters out of consideration, the founts were known as « tint-grounds, » and contained in all 104 characters. The following were the six faces of tint:


[image: ]


A very pretty effect is produced in two-color work by the judicious use of these tints—the lighter color being used for the tint, and the heavier for the line. They can also be effectively used in two printings of the same color. They may be carried as a band across the work or finished by appropriate end-pieces, of which there are a great variety. In series No. 1 there are nine or ten pairs, besides ribbon folds and justifying pieces. The following are illustrations of the tint-ribbons complete:


[image: ]


The first series was provided with folding-pieces and pendants, as well as with a half-width ribbon to combine with the wide one—a feature repeated in No. 2, though the latter is defective as regards combination pieces. The following are the combination pieces used in series Nos. 1 and 2:


[image: ]


In No. 2 the combination is made either with the corner A or the folding-piece B, and the effect in either case is abrupt and inelegant. With the smaller ribbon a corner (1) is provided, making it available as a border. It is not a very good corner, but is better than the one (2) finished with No. 1. The folding- and end-pieces do not differ


[image: ]
materially from those of other ribbons, except that there are more of them, and that they are made to combine, and in one case there is a double fold (3), carrying the end back to the starting-point, and by means of which an endless ribbon may be formed; and there is also


[image: ]
a piece turning backwards (4), by means of which the ornamental end-piece is brought some distance from the end of the ribbon. Another piece divides the wide ribbon into two narrower ones:


[image: ]


With Nos. 1 and 2, founts of type and figures were supplied, No. 1 being named « Roman Scroll, » and No. 2 « Shaded Scroll. »


[image: ]
The Shaded Scroll was also cast in two-line pica, with all its own ornaments, and a good many appertaining to No. 1.


It is evident that there is in a design like this, scope for great variety of combination, and in the founder's specimen book it is worked out in great detail. In addition to what we have shown, there are numerous pieces for adorning the top and bottom of the ribbon and taking off the stiffness, ornamental pendants, &c.


[image: ]


We have now to consider the defects and limitations of this series, which has never become very popular. In the first place, the principle of pairs was not properly carried out. There are three ornamental terminals (as shown above) for the left end of the ribbon, and no corresponding pieces for the right. The pieces for combining the wide with the narrow ribbon, as we have already shown, are inelegant. Lastly, the style of type being fixed, the eye soon tires of the letter. The ribbon may suit the work, and the type be quite unsuitable. In fact, the design being limited, in one-color work, to a particular style of letter, detracts very greatly from its usefulness. The tints would all make good borders, but cannot be so used in the absence of corners. Recognizing this we wrote some years ago to the founders, making some proposals suggested by actual use. They were, as nearly as we can remember, that to all the six series, the characters £ and No. should be added, making them available for cheque-work. The $ supplied with Nos. 1 and 2 is of no use to the English printer. We further suggested that an appropriate square corner be cast for each series, and that the ornamental margins might be cast separately on a body say of pearl or smaller, so as to form an 
open ribbon, with which most of the end-pieces could be used, and which would render the design available for 

any style of letter. The founders replied that they did not add to any series after it was once shown. We believe, however, that the £ has since been added to Nos. 1 and 2; and any printer will recognize the additional value of all the tints if only No. and £ could be added to correspond. The electro cheque-blanks can neither be lengthened nor shortened, they are rarely true to type-height, and they generally occupy more space than can easily be spared. In future articles we will show that the idea of an open combination ribbon with end-pieces was speedily taken up and developed by other houses.


It would be unfair not to mention the great excellencies of this series—especially in regard to the kerning. All the sorts are on one body, and line and join perfectly. In some cases the face overhangs to the extent of half the body top and bottom; yet the metal is of such excellent quality that we have rarely had a breakage, and only through careless handling. If cast on the English plan, these pieces would have been on double body, and would have required a blank above and below—making three justifications instead of one. The beauty of the folds and curves is so manifest as to need no comment. The series altogether is one of the most important among the ribbon designs yet devised.
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We have to acknowledge receipt of vol. x of the Printers' International Specimen Exchange. We have written an extended notice; but press of local matter of importance compels us to hold it over.


In Wellington, on the 16th April, before what is known as the « sweating commission, » Mr William McGirr, attended as President of the local branch of the Typographical Society. He stated that he was employed at the Government buildings, but had nothing to complain of in regard to his wages. He knew of one establishment in which seven boys were employed at a total wage of £2 6s. Several of them received 6s a week, and all of them had on Thursday evenings to work overtime without extra pay. The ages of the boys ranged from 15 to 17 years. Three females were also employed as compositors there, and the boys had to take work home to do at night, but he understood that this practice had been discontinued recently. In another office there was an undue proportion of boys, there being one man, paid £3 a week, to act as foreman over them. The boys entered the service of these employers under a verbal agreement to serve six years. In one newspaper office twenty-two men were employed, and in another only two, there being in the latter office a number of boys. Asked if there were many compositors now out of work, Mr McGirr stated that in the recess there were always a certain number of competent compositors out of work. If all the boys were to be dismissed forthwith there would be plenty of men to fill their places. He was of opinion that boys should be legally bound for a certain period to their employers, and that the Apprentices Act should be brought into force. Boys should not, he considered, be allowed to learn the trade of a compositor until they had passed the fifth standard. Mr McGirr said there were not many non-union men employed in Wellington outside of one newspaper office.—The Chairman mentioned that the complaint as to the preponderance of boy and girl labor in almost every trade had been general throughout their inquiry, but he questioned what would be done with those boys and girls if men only were employed.—Mr Blair: Stop the production (laughter).—Mr McGirr saw no objection to female labor provided the females were paid £3 a week, the standard wages. Women, he believed, might be as valuable as men, for picking up type, but there were some classes of work in a printing office which women could not do.—Mr D. P. Fisher: Do you think the union does any good for the Craft? Mr McGirr replied in the affirmative, saying this had been especially the case during the last two years. Asked by Mr Blair if he did not think that the employment of boy-labor had been forced upon employers through the cutting down of prices, Mr McGirr said he thought the masters who employed cheap labor in the first instance had instructed the public up to demanding cheap work. He did not think that the public cared much about the quality of work as long as it was cheap. The witness stated that if he went into a shop where he saw the imprint of one of the cheap employers on a bill, he always advised the person to have his printing done at the union offices. He acknowledged, in answer to Mr Blair, that he considered the public were largely to blame in the matter for receiving work improperly done. Mr McGirr commented on the incompetent work which was turned out in country offices.—Mr Blair remarked that canvassers in a great measure caused this by bringing the good work from the country to the city offices.
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Our Correspondents



Christchurch,
 24 April, 1890.




My last letter must have gone astray in transmission, as I see no reference to it in 
Typo. I sent it to the post early; so it should have reached you in time.


Trade here is not very brisk at present, and things keep moving in their old groove.


A movement has been on foot in Christchurch during the past month or so, for the improvement of the position of the printing profession, and I am glad to say that as a result matters between employers and employed are likely to be placed on a satisfactory footing.


The difficulty between the Canterbury Typographical Association and Messrs Whitcombe & Tombs, Limited, has not yet been settled, and the Trades and Labor Council has made an appeal to the public, by circular, on behalf of the Association, setting forth briefly the facts of the case. It appears that when the firm withdrew (under pressure of a deputation from the Trades and Labor Council and evidence before the « sweating commission » ) their objections to employ union men, the bookbinders were allowed to resume work. With the compositors, however, the managing director acted differently. Before their week's notice expired he called them into his office, and told them that, although he had no objection to their belonging to a union, he would hold their notice good, and they would have to go at the end of the week, adding that he would send for them when he required them. This he has not done, but he has employed non-union men ever since. In a letter to the Trades and Labor Council, published in the local press, the managing director says: « The Directors very much regret the position they have been forced into, and their losing so many old and valued 
employés whom they had always worked so amicably with for a number of years, and would ask the Council to bear in mind that it was through no fault of the Directors that the present state of affairs has resulted. » The Association hold that had the firm wished to retain the services of their « old and valued 
employés » all it had to do was to reinstate them as soon as the objection to union men was withdrawn. Had this been done, no doubt the matter would have been on a better footing.


A few weeks ago Mr John Lomas, President of the Miners' Amalgamated Association, delivered an address on « Unionism » in the Theatre Royal, under the auspices of the Canterbury Trades and Labor Council. Mr Lomas, in a straightforward manly way, laid the principles and objects of unionism before his audience. Although not what one might call an orator, he has a cool, clear way of expressing his ideas that goes straight home to his listeners. Mr Millar, of the Dunedin Maritime Council, and Mr W. P. Beeves also spoke.


On the 19th inst., Mr W. P. Beeves, 
M.H.K., editor of the 
Times, met with a rather severe accident on the football field, by coming into violent collision with a player on the opposing side. I am glad to say, though, that the accident did not prove so severe as at first thought, and that Mr Beeves is now able to be about again.


Mr W. Dyson, of the Temuka 
Leader, who is about to leave for Sydney, has received a testimonial of a pecuniary nature, subscribed by the other members of the staff. The presentation was made by Mr J. M. Twomey, the proprietor, who spoke in eulogistic terms of Mr Dyson's abilities. Mr Dyson suitably replied, thanking Mr Twomey for many kindnesses rendered, and the manager, Mr Bambridge, for instruction received.


A memorandum on the boy-labor question was laid upon the table of the Trades and Labor Council at its meeting held on the 12th inst. It referred to the immense loss sustained by the colony through the undue preponderance of youthful labor in many trades, seeing that these lads, when about to become most valuable to the state, were obliged to leave New Zealand for other places where employment could be obtained. This exodus, it was stated, was going on to an alarming extent at the present time. The memorandum also referred to the unfair competition between those employers who were disposed to conduct their establishments upon just and reasonable conditions, and those who were taking every opportunity to employ none but boys, turnovers, and other miserably-paid operatives. It suggested, upon these grounds, legislative interference in the shape of an enactment to encourage the permanent settlement of artizans in the colony, and to stop as far as possible the grave leakage of population now so prevalent.


Mr H. Merivale writes to the 
Daily Telegraph that the slang word « masher » is possibly derived from the gipsy dialect, in which 
masha means « fascination of the eye. » He adds that « it is true that the Romany refers only to the feminine charm, but our modern masher is gifted with enough epicenery to add to the natural probability of the derivation. »
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Recent Specimens.



One of the choicest periodicals representing a type-foundry is 
Wiener Typen, No. 1 of which has just reached us. It is published by the famous house of Brendler & Marklowski, the oldest typefoundry in Vienna. In original body-founts it shows a beautifully-cut series of old-style italics, and a « halbfette » (moderately heavy-faced) old-style roman. The latter is beautifully legible and symmetrical, and is a model of fine punch-cutting. It is shown in fourteen sizes, 6- to 84-point, no lower-case being shown to three of the larger sizes. With the exception of the pretty « Renaissance-Gothisch » (which we think we have seen before) all the ornamental styles of letter are English or American. There are several series of the vignette corners now so fashionable—chiefly hunting subjects. We prefer those of Caslon, from whom probably the idea was taken. In border combinations, we have two series of the « Mäander » border, a Greek fret, upright and inclined, with floral adornments. Series 1 contains 15 characters; Series 2, 17 characters, is larger, with a greater variety of corners. « Leaf-borders, » are five patterns, three characters each, representing oak, ivy, and vine leaves in silhouette, and are simple and graceful. Two of the borders are on 12-point, and three on 24-point. « Flower-borders, » also three characters each, eight borders on 20-point and eight on 36-point, are all weak and straggling. The gem of the collection is the magnificent classic series of « Olympic » initials, in two sizes. The initials themselves are plain roman, rimmed, with curved brackets to the serifs. The smaller series is two inches in depth; the larger three; the initials themselves (at the upper part of the design) being just half the depth of the vignette. Each initial is adorned with a beautifully-drawn figure of a nymph or goddess, with an appropriate landscape background. This is the finest series of ornamental initials of this class that we have seen in any specimen-book. A good series of original calendar vignettes completes the number. We have had Brendler's « Pompeii » combination in our office for years; but have never before seen any specimens from his house.


Messrs V. & J. Figgins have sent us a batch of specimens showing their latest productions. In face of the storm of criticism to which English founders are subject on account of the comparatively few novelties they introduce, it is only fair to say that they do not produce abominable monstrosities, and that their new designs are such as « come to stay. » First we note « Memorial, » a series in nine sizes, long primer to two-line double pica. The long primer size has caps only; all the rest caps and small-caps. It is a graceful style—a compromise between the roman and the missal, and would be well suited for ecclesiastical work. « Old-style Sanserif, » brevier and nonpareil, is a sans with an element of eccentricity introduced, something after the American fashion. We decidedly prefer the plain style. « Sanserif No. 7, » pica to nonpareil, with small-caps and lower-case, is one of the neatest and best styles of this standard face. « Condensed Italic, » a plain and somewhat heavy letter with small-caps to all but the smallest size, is an excellent style. The figures are to en set. It appears to be designed partly for departmental heads in newspapers, for which it is well adapted. It has no lower-case, and we do not know that it corresponds to any roman fount. No office could go wrong in adding this series to stock. « Ornamented No. 4, » two-line great primer, is very suggestive of the Dickinson Foundry's « Karnac, » though no one letter is precisely the same, and the two-line great primer initials shown on the same page greatly resemble the caps of MacKellar's « Fancy Celtic. » Two sizes of a new ronde are useful, legible, and effective. A series of eighteen index corners, various sizes, are not, to our mind, as good as those of MacKellar and Berger, already noted in our pages. The drawing is harder and not so free. A batch of Paris Exhibition medals is also shown. « Artistic Corners » is the name of a novelty suggestive of recent series by Caslon and Reed. The subjects are much the same, but the designs are quite original. Altogether there are 44, but some of the smaller ones are repetitions of the larger. We greatly admire the large antique subjects, 1 to 4, the floral pairs, 27-28 and 33-34, and the medallions 7-8. The landscape sketches 43-44 are pretty, but scratchy, like a zincograph. Messrs Figgins remark that for years past they have issued their specimens on sheets of uniform size.


Caslon's 
Circular (No. 52) shows a « Mural » and « Mural Compressed » down to nonpareil. « Figaro » script, three sizes, is a bold backhanded letter, very like manuscript. In a supplement of four pages, the four sections of border 17 are tastefully displayed.


We have written in terms of high commendation of some of the late styles of the Central Foundry, St. Louis, though individual letters in such founts as the « Washington » and « Atalanta » are open to unfavorable criticism. It is therefore with pain that we note the latest novelties of this enterprising house. « Eccentric » is a condensed ragged style of inconceivable ungainlmess; and « Quaint Roman » seems the outcome of acute delirium. No child with the feather-end of a quill pen ever succeeded in drawing worse letters. At present, one size only of each is shown; but we regret to say that a full series is in preparation.


The Lindsay Foundry, New York, show a sloping style in two-line pica entitled « Almah. » It can scarcely be called original, as with the exception of being cut solid instead of face-tinted, it is a close copy of the Johnson Foundry's « Crayon. » The latter letter looked so pretty in the specimen-book, that it was bought by printers everywhere; but in use it has not been a success. We have seen it in scores of jobs—but never once did it look well in use. Perhaps the solid face may succeed better; but we are doubtful of its utility.


Messrs Wright, Barrett, & Stilwell, of St. Paul, Minn., send us a pamphlet showing specimens of Benton, Waldo, & Co.'s « self-spacing » types, modern and old-style. We have already expressed our ideas as to the advantages of the system. We have only to add that the cut of the type is excellent. When we get in a new fount of pica, we will be inclined to choose their modern No. 31—a fine letter. We see some breakage of kerns in the italic.


Farmer, Little, & Co. show in eleven sizes an old-face entitled « Cadmus Title. » It is bold and legible, and is suggestive of some of the old French faces.


Schelter & Giesecke have brought out some bold wavy ornaments (27 characters) silhouette and open, in the American style, a set of four curled-up corners on a black ground, busts of Gutenberg, and a batch of fancy dashes.


Herr Poppelbaum has produced a series of large gothic initials, in square frames, for one or two colors. The groundwork patterns are graceful and beautiful in the extreme. That the letters themselves are well-formed we need scarcely add. The same founder shows some large and sketchy vignette ornaments for head- and side-pieces.


In one of our German exchanges, J. Ch. Zanker, of Nüremberg, shows a large sheet of admirably-engraved carnival cuts. There must be a great demand for these peculiar ornaments among the printers of the Fatherland.


Will our friends in this colony and in Australia send us cuttings of press items, with authority and date appended? We are burdened by a continually-increasing pile of unopened exchanges. Nearly every one of these would be available for general news purposes—it is a poor sheet that cannot yield a single item—but we often go through twenty without finding a paragraph bearing directly or indirectly on matters concerning the Craft. If we had nothing else to do, we could just manage to go through all our newspaper exchanges—as it is, we necessarily overlook items that our readers may reasonably expect to find recorded in our columns. Will they co-operate?
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Worthies of the Craft.





William Colenso.



Former biographical sketches in these pages have dealt only with English and American printers, and we have not been able, like our contemporaries to whom we were indebted for the articles, to publish portraits of the gentlemen in question. Our subscribers this month, we are sure, will be gratified to receive the fine plate representing New Zealand's earliest printer, the Rev. W. Colenso, 
F.R.S., F.L.S. The portrait is a most successful and faithful reproduction, by an American process of photoengraving, of a life-like photograph taken very recently by Mr S. Carnell, of Napier. So many references to Mr Colenso and his work have appeared in former issues of 
Typo, that it is not necessary to add greatly to what we have already published: nevertheless a few additional details will not be out of place.


William Colenso belongs to an old Cornish family, and was born at Penzance in 1811. He is a first cousin to the late Bishop of Natal, John William Colenso, celebrated as a mathematician and biblical critic. In his youth he learned the arts of printing and bookbinding, and worked in the office of Watts & Son, 2 Temple Bar, Crown Court, where he was for a time engaged on work for the British and Foreign Bible Society.


In the year 1833, the Church Missionary Society—after many and urgent appeals from the resident missionaries—decided to send out a press and outfit to far-distant New Zealand; but had some difficulty in finding a printer to take charge. About the end of the year, Mr Colenso was introduced to the secretaries of the mission, and was definitely engaged, in the double capacity of missionary and printer. Events justified the choice, for no better man could have been found. Some six months' delay took place before everything was ready for despatch, all details being arranged by the secretaries of the mission, who loftily ignored all suggestions by the printer himself as to the materials necessary for his work. Types, ink, a press, and lastly, a ponderous roller-mould, were apparently in their opinion all that a reasonable man had a right to expect. They refused to supply page-cord—would not the native flax answer every purpose? As for an imposing-stone, it was absurd to ship such a thing to the land « where the handsome greenstone abounds »! (This mineral, chiefly used for ornaments, is a species of jade, exceedingly hard and heavy, and is found only in one locality, on the West Coast of the South Island.) Printer and plant at last started, and after a voyage of seventeen weeks, reached New South Wales. Two months' delay occurred in Sydney before a skipper could be found to risk a voyage to the « cannibal islands; » and indeed this dread of the natives was well founded. At last, on the 10th December, Mr Colenso sailed in a wretched little schooner, and after a twenty-days' passage, reached the Bay of Islands. On the 3rd January, 1835, the press and plant were landed.


All was now anxiety to get to work; but a less resourceful man would have been in despair. On taking stock, the printer found that he had no cases, leads, rule, ink-table, roller-stocks nor frames, lye-brush nor potash, and 
no paper! Fortunately he had provided himself with his own composing-stick; the resident missionaries had a little writing-paper among their stores; necessity, the mother of invention, enabled him to supply other requirements after a fashion; and on the 17th February, 1835, was worked off, in the presence of admiring spectators, the first copy of the first book printed in New Zealand— the Epistles to the Ephesians and Philippians, in the Maori language. After long delay, supplies of paper arrived; and in December, 1837, under difficulties such as perhaps no printer ever had to surmount since the first invention of the art, Mr Colenso completed his great work—the entire New Testament, in octavo, small-pica type. Out of the large edition of six thousand copies, only one is now known to exist—the volume in Mr Colenso's own possession. It is an excellent piece of work, admirably printed throughout, and strongly and neatly bound. No one looking over the pages of this interesting relic would suspect under what circumstances of difficulty it was produced. For a vivid account of the difficulties attending the work, and its many hindrances (for a full share of the ordinary mission-work devolved on the printer in addition to his special duty) readers are referred to Mr Colenso's interesting little book, « Fifty Years ago in New Zealand, » published in 1888.


Other presses were afterwards imported by the mission, and the month of April, 1840, saw the birth of the newspaper press. Mr Colenso's time was thenceforward chiefly devoted to the ordinary mission-work, in the course of which he traversed nearly the whole of the North Island on foot—a tremendous undertaking in the days before roads and bridges existed. Twice he crossed the great snowy range of the Ruahine—a feat few would venture to imitate. For two years he resided with Bishop Selwyn, at St John's College, Waimate; in 1844 he took orders, and in the same year took up his abode in Hawke's Bay, where he has since remained.


Mr Colenso is the only surviving European who was present on the important occasion of the signing of the Treaty of Waitangi, on the 6th February, 1840; and his latest-published work, issued from the Government press, is a detailed account of the proceedings, written at the time.


As a man of science, Mr Colenso has a wide reputation. There is no greater authority on Maori arts, antiquities, myths, and legendary lore, or on the natural history of the Islands. He is a Fellow of the Linnean Society, and in recognition of his distinguished contributions to botanical science was elected Fellow of the Royal Society. From the first foundation of the New Zealand Institute he has been the largest and most valued contributor to its Transactions. He was the first to identify the fossil remains of the gigantic 
dinornis—the 
moa of Maori proverb—as those of a bird. He has in manuscript a voluminous lexicon of the Polynesian language, the labor of many years. It was undertaken by request of the government, at the public cost, and was approaching completion when a new administration reversed the order, and succeeding governments have declined to carry out the work officially, or to permit the author to find a private publisher. Since his retirement from active ministerial work, he has filled important public offices. In 1861 he was elected to represent Napier in the first General Assembly, and retained the seat for many years. Under the provincial system he was one of the town representatives in the Provincial Council, and at various times filled the offices of provincial treasurer and inspector of schools.


Advancing age has neither quenched his old fire, nor dimmed his intellect, and as his years increase, so does his love of nature. Most of his time is now spent in his favorite woods far inland, where he still finds new ferns and lovely plants hitherto unknown. He knows of rare trees in many hidden nooks as yet untouched by fire and steel, and watches for perfect blossoms and ripened seeds, to send as tokens to friends in distant lands. On many a quiet sabbath day he preaches from a country pulpit or the desk of a village school. He is esteemed by all, and beloved by those who know him well. In his home in Napier, he has a unique collection of natural specimens and curiosities of native art, and a large and valuable library; but of all these treasures there is none so highly prized as his copy of the sacred volume, printed amid such strange surroundings and under such extraordinary difficulties, fifty-three years ago.
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[printing prices in Westport]




The following letter, from a West Coast publisher, shows a proper spirit:— « Westport, 9th April, 1890. To the Mayor and Councillors, Borough of Westport. Gentlemen,—I enclose you copy of my advertised scale for advertising in the Buller 
Miner—four shillings per inch for each insertion, at which rate I am prepared to insert any advertisement you may send to my office. With respect to tendering for job-work for your Council, I decline. The work has for years been given to another office, and the work, so far as I know, has been satisfactory to your Council. I decline to tender for cheap and nasty printing, and I do not intend that your Council shall make use of me for the purpose of forcing others to do your work at starvation prices.—I am, gentlemen, yours, &c., 
Job Munson. » This letter excited some indignation, Mr Williams observing that it was « a great piece of impertinence, and ought not to have been read, » and that « Mr Munson must have a hide like a bull. »


We have had something to say from time to time about « cut-throat » prices. The following tenders for the borough printing sent in by two rival newspapers at Westport are quoted by the Reefton 
Guardian, and speak for themselves:






	

	A

	B





	

	s

	d

	s

	d





	Gas accounts, in books of 100

	3

	0

	0

	10





	Bate Notices, books of 100

	2

	0

	0

	4





	Memo forms, per 100

	1

	6

	0

	4





	Mayor's roll, per page

	2

	6

	2

	6





	Voting papers, per 100.

	3

	0

	0

	6





	Burgess list, per page

	5

	0

	5

	0





	Certificate books

	4

	0

	0

	6





	Licensing forms, per 100

	2

	0

	0

	4





	Postal cards, per 100

	

	

	8

	8





	Tender forms, per 100

	2

	0

	0

	3





	Circular notes, per 100.

	2

	0

	0

	3





B's tender, being the lowest, was accepted. The same office put in a figure for advertising, to have the « exclusive right, » which, however, was not granted, and the Council resolved to give it to one paper at 1s 4d per inch and to the other at 1s. A third printer declined to tender. It should be remembered, in reading this amazing list of prices (which we recommend to the thoughtful consideration of the M.P.A. and the N.Z.T.A.), that the cost of living on the West Coast is much higher than in other parts of the colony.
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Down South



Last month 
Typo paid a brief visit—all too brief—to the three big cities of the south. In Wellington, our stay was limited to a few hours; but owing to delays at Port Lyttelton, both going and returning, we saw a little more of Christchnrch than we expected, though we were unable to visit all the printing-offices. In plain view of all passengers who leave the railway-station is the office of the 
War Cry—and a tidy well-appointed well-conducted little office it is, under the able management of Mr T. E. Fraser. The 
War Cry can boast the largest sale of any newspaper in the colony; and its big edition is run off on a two-feeder, which, like all the rest of the machinery (and the Army needs a great deal, for it prints a great quantity of office forms and stationery), is in excellent order. We next found our way to the office of the 
Referee, where we have quite a company of subscribers. We did not manage to see the 
Times office, and called on the 
Press on a Saturday when the hands were away; but Mr Corlett, the obliging manager, showed us round, and we saw for the first time a first-class web newspaper machine with all its appurtenances. We also visited the establishment of Mr G. Mitchell, printers' broker, who keeps a big stock of inks and office sundries.


Our stay in Dunedin was very short, and we were unable, as we fain would have done, to lengthen it. The only office we went through was the 
Star—one of the best-appointed news-and job-offices in the colony. There, too, 
Typo found a good company of subscribers, and added more to their number. Dunedin is pre-eminently a city of printing and publishing—and hence it was the more tantalising to make so brief a stay.


The exhibition,—now closed—was the great centre of interest; and to us, from a trade point of view, it was a grevious disappointment. As a great fancy fair—as a museum of New Zealand antiquities and curiosities—as a display of colonial wools, textile fabrics, and other raw products and manufactured goods—it was undoubtedly a success: but to the typographer it was almost utterly barren. Both in Sydney and Melbourne, the exhibits of printing machinery and appliances, typefounding &c, were a great feature. Various patterns of machine were in full work; daily papers and illustrated weeklies were printed on the premises—here the sole exhibit of printing-material was a pyramid of labelled ink-cans by Wimble, of Melbourne and Sydney! We had heard that manufacturers were becoming tired of exhibiting, inasmuch as it did not pay; and such really seems the case.


Of printing and engraving there were exhibits. The Government printers, both of Victoria and New South Wales, made an excellent show—we particularly noticed the beautiful photo-mechanical printing exhibited by the latter—but strange to say, we did not see anything from the New Zealand Government printer, who certainly has no need to be ashamed of his work. In ordinary job and book printing we saw no New Zealand exhibits of conspicuous excellence; but the quality of plain manufactured stationery and bookbinding left nothing to be desired. We cannot say the same of the library bookbinding, much of which, with its profusion of gilding and deep blocking, was in the hopelessly-depraved style of Yankee manufacturers, and suggestive more of the « book-fiend » than of the bookseller. Detmold, of Melbourne, showed some high-class bookbinding.


In wood-engraving, excellent work was shown by Miss Maxwell, of Dunedin; and Kemnitz & Nicholson, of the same city, made a good display, both in wood and copper. Sands & M'Dougall, Melbourne, showed a fine display of electros and stereos, and the Sydney 
Mail exhibited woodcuts, process-blocks, and stereo-plates curved for the web-machine. The woodcuts were black-leaded to a high polish, and the interstices filled with chalk, which gave them the appearance of very fine prints. Innumerable photographs of scenery decorated the Australian courts: some of those from Victoria being remarkable for their extraordinary size. In the little « bay » devoted to Ceylon we saw some large and beautiful photos of native flowers. We coveted them; but they were « not for sale until the close of the exhibition. »


In the Early History court the old newspapers (principally exhibited by Dr Hocken) were of great interest. There was the first number of the 
Southern Cross, and there the still earlier Auckland 
Times, turned off, in the absence of a press, from a patent mangle—a fact of which the ingenious proprietor seemed rather vain.


The great attraction of the exhibition was the art gallery. Never before has such a collection of original works been brought together in New Zealand. There were gems of landscape and ocean scenes by British artists that would be a « joy for ever » to the fortunate possessors. The finest work of this kind is at a disadvantage in a gallery, where the large paintings partly extinguish the smaller subjects. « Pharaoh's Daughter, » by E. Long, is the most popular of the large works, and of course « art critics » find a hundred faults with it. The beauty of the figures, the perfect composition, and the admirable rendering of the accessories, are indescribable, and the charm of the picture grows upon the observer the more it is studied. We understand that the painting has been bought by a Dunedin gentleman. It is priced at £2,100, and to this amount must be added a terrific sum for Customs duty. (Thus does an enlightened Government encourage the arts.) « Phryne, » Leighton's great work, is a magnificent nude study, but the colors are strangely chosen. The attitude is characteristic of the painter—one arm uplifted high above the head, throwing off a robe of deep red, the flesh-tint being a very high pink. The picture is scarcely true to its title, and would serve to illustrate the gulf separating English from French art. The French painter, whether his subject be the everlasting « Léda » or « Eve » or « L'Tnnocence, » paints the same subject—a smirking female in affected pose, and most consciously and ostentatiously naked. The English artist, depicting a courtezan, represents a lovely virginal figure, of the highest type of womanhood, with an expression of calm dignity and intelligence. Watt's « Spirit of Christianity » is one of the strangest pieces of emblematic work ever attempted. A seated figure in female garb, her head in the clouds and thrown backward, and a settled melancholy in her face, with sprawling infants all unnoticed at her feet! No human being could guess the subject, nor having found it in the catalogue, could he trace the connexion. The grand execution of the work ill atones for the absurdity of the idea. There is wonderful power in Millais's « Enemy sowing Tares, » but the work is only fit for a gallery. Who could endure to have that demoniac Hebrew face—the very incarnation of malignity—gazing upon him daily from the wall of his dwelling? There are tricks in the composition. The enemy is in human form, but his dark locks are so arranged as to indicate horns, while—worse still—the lines of lurid light in the dark sky suggest the conventional bat's wings! Thus an otherwise finely conceived work becomes a kind of puzzle-picture. « This is Old ___: find his wings. » We read that it is in the painter's « early style, » which was marked by eccentricities.


Returning, we had another long stay at Lyttelton; but there in the reading-room, we made a « find » —nothing less than the early bound volumes of some of the oldest New Zealand papers. No particular care seems to be taken of these treasures, which ought to be in the Museum, and under special guardianship. Does anyone know their value? We went through several of these old volumes and made a good many notes therefrom, which may afford material for an article in a future issue.
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We have Bruce's Specimen-book of 1882 and the complete series of Supplements, with the exception of No. 3, which we suspect is now out of print. If any of our friends have a spare copy, we would be greatly obliged if they would post it to 
Typo.


We do not suppose that Mr E. M. Gard Eddy, the chief commissioner of the N.S.W. railways, has had a sharper experience of newspaper abuse than his New Zealand fellow-sufferers, but he does not take it so philosophically. Believing that « an organization exists to throw discredit on his management of the railways » he instituted an action for libel against the proprietors of the Tamworth 
News, and announced his intention to follow it up with civil actions against several other journals.—A late telegram states that the aggrieved commissioner has accepted a full apology from the 
News.


More than a year ago we published some remarks on the use of the hyphen, in which we referred to its value as indicating grammatical distinctions. A contributor has sent us an article, which appears elsewhere, in which this particular question is very fully considered. Our correspondent is well qualified to deal with the subject, and we commend his remarks and his illustrations to our readers. We have great pleasure in inserting the article in question, and hope to receive more from the same quarter. We will always welcome original aricles on technical subjects from practical men—they constitute the most valuable feature of a trade journal.


Travelling « evangelists » have a strange aversion to newspaper-men. Mr Dowie declared that he could always detect a reporter by the odor of whiskey, and Mr Varley, now conducting a mission in Auckland, is nearly as bad. A reporter of the 
Star whose lot it had been to report Mr V. at intervals during three weeks, withdrew a few evenings ago after having noted the heads of the address. The preacher drew attention to him in these words: « There goes a young man who has had enough of me. He does not want to hear what I have to say. No—he is off to some haunt of sin. » Mr Varley afterwards sent a note to the 
Star office, apologising for the language he had used.— Messrs Varley and Dowie seem to be in perfect accord with the Harvard professor whose words we quoted last month. There is no excuse for such reckless and wholesale libelling of a body of men who are quite as respectable as the whole tribe of evangelists, and far more useful to society. The world could even better spare a few college professors than the much-abused reporters for the press.


From Messrs Stone, Son, & Co., Dunedin, we have received a copy of their Otago and Southland Directory for 1890, the seventh year of publication. A comparison of this handsome volume with the first issue marks in a striking manner not only the progress of the great district to which it refers, but of the enterprising firm by whom it is published. It contains over 800 royal octavo pages, closely printed in minion and nonpareil, besides valuable maps, and is without exception the best, most carefully-compiled, and most complete directory in the colony. It is of course inferior in bulk to Wise's directory of New Zealand; but if the latter work were compiled on the same exhaustive scale, it would be four or five times its present size. Every page of the reference matter exhibits the conscientious painstaking manner in which the information has been compiled. An appendix to the work contains an almanac, valuable statistical tables for the year, summary of legislation, &c., and other matters affecting the colony as a whole. We have only to add further that the printing throughout reflects great credit on the job department of the Bunedin 
Star.


A « Sweating commission » is holding an inquiry in Wellington. The commission was appointed to inquire « into the mode and terms in and on which persons are engaged or employed in shops in wholesale and retail trades and manufacturing business establishments, and in hotels and other places of public resort, » with further provision extending the inquiry to outside as well as inside workers for said shops or factories. Of « sweating, » in the ordinary sense, no cases have been reported to the commission; but the chairman having decided that « all relations between capital and labor were embraced in the scope of the commission, » a practically endless subject has been opened, and a great mass of miscellaneous « evidence » has been received. Every one with a real or fancied grievance is coming forward, and the result strongly resembles that of the Native Land Alienation Commission so well remembered in Hawke's Bay, when every Maori who thought he had sold his land too cheap, or that the lawyers had piled on too much in the way of fees, obtained a patient hearing from an irregular tribunal. In the printing trade, though « cutting » is common enough, « sweating » is impossible; but the two are often confused. In another paragraph will be found the evidence taken by the commission relative to the printing trade.


Every branch of trade, production, and industry in this colony groans, being burdened. The products of two unprecedentedly fruitful seasons have vanished in the abyss, and still the horse-leech of taxation relentlessly demands more. « Half-a-million of people. » says the Napier 
Telegraph, « have to send away to the foreign bondholders annually £4,358,539, which is £11,900 daily. There is no getting over this fearful and startling fact—and yet we find people mad enough to scream for more loans!»


In our November issue we wrote on the subject of boy-labor, and we have reason to believe that our remarks met with the approval of the trade generally. We are sorry to see that some of the Wellington unions are seeking to constitute monopolies by depriving boys of their undoubted right to learn a handicraft. There are not much more than half-a-million people in this colony: in a few years more there will be two or three millions. What is to become of our fine and intelligent native-born population if they are arbitrarily prohibited from becoming skilled artizans? They will be swamped by specially-imported labor. What could be more monstrous in a rapidly-growing country than the proposal gravely made before the Wellington « sweating commission, » « that there should be 
one apprentice to every 
five journeymen bootmakers, and that this apprentice should serve a term of five years »? As the 
Press remarks: « It will be seen that the master bootmaker employing the five journeymen would thus succeed in making five apprentices into bootmakers in 25 years, and the whole boot trade would in 25 years succeed in training 300 bootmakers. If we suppose the whole number of apprentices in all the trades in New Zealand to be limited by the law to the same extent, we may well doubt as to the future of the 20,000 children of both sexes yearly born into the colony. A vast flood of labor would yearly be thrown off to struggle upon the large area of unskilled labor market to fight its way into the professions, the civil service, the retail shops, and so on. The result would be a fall in the rate of pay in all the occupations, and an irresistible determination on the part of this mass of labor to break down the apprentice law and partake of the high rate of wages forced by the legislative enactment of monopoly in the skilled trades… We have referred only to the young men, but of course the young women would be subject to the same law, and this law, if enforced, could only result in wholesale emigration, or wholesale pauperism. »


A religious contemporary has a paragraph on the Chinese theory of development, from which it appears that one of the links in the monkey-man chain is the « braying mantis »!—Some people went out shooting near Christchurch on Good Friday who were not fit to be trusted with fire-arms. The press agent puts it thus:— « A young man was shot in the face, and several shots passed through the hat of a young lady from a gun fired by a youth at Dallington. » —The Scandinavian element is very noticeable in some of the North Island bush districts. The warning legend « 
vet paints » on a fence in a country township was somewhat puzzling to a traveller until he found by the signboards that he was passing through the region of Olsens and Jorgensens.—The evil genius of a Napier newspaper mixed a police-court paragraph with the account of a dreadful accident in a quarry. « The men saw the avalanche coming and ran away, but one man was crushed by an enormous 1s and 7s costs each in three cases of plying for hire in vehicles which were not licensed as hackney carriages. » Further down the column it was reported that « —was fined rock. The sufferer, whose name was—, was immediately conveyed to the hospital. » —Scarcely a colonial newspaper is printed without some striking instance of the misuse of the hyphen, or the wrong division of compounds. We read, for example, that the original of Dickens's « Smike » is still living, and is a « toy shopkeeper. » —A comical anagram was lately made by a comp in the heading to a vote of thanks in a newspaper report—the word it « laudatory » being turned into « adulatory. » —A contemporary says that lovers of Shak-peare hesitate to accept his sonnets as autobiographical, as they are loth to question his « martial fidelity. » —In an eighteen-line leader on the late primacy dispute a South Island contemporary works off the following curiously complex metaphor: « Here we have hard heads and solid brains of churchmen, whose owners have not flown hastily at a tangent, but the impulses which have vibrated within have been the offshoots of much consideration for canon law. » There is here material for a whole catechism of unsolved questions. Who, for example, are the owners of the hard-headed and solid-brained churchmen referred to?—In reference to Earl Sydney's illness, the London 
Daily Telegraph says: « Prayers were offered on his behalf at the churches and places of worship at Sidcup, Foot's Cray, and Chisel-hurst. Lord Sydney, however, on Wednesday appeared much improved. » The « however » is good.— « The magazine or Guttenberg Bible » is an inexcusable slip for a printing trade organ. We find it in one of our English exchanges.
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Compounds and Compounding.



Printers are currently blamed whenever improper punctuation appears in print, and properly blamed when the business of pointing is left to them. But in many eases ambiguities due to defective punctuation are the result of the express directions of the author. A few weeks ago a list of certain articles in a section in the Dunedin Exhibition was compiled, giving the colloquial names of various New Zealand trees. The compositor, or the reader, plentifully « compounded » according to his lights; the editor of the Catalogue (a private one—not the general catalogue of the Exhibition) struck all the hyphens out; whereupon the reader pinned to the revise to be sent out the following protest, dealing with a few of the special instances in which his hyphens had been interfered with:—


We compound in these cases because « black, » « white, » &c, are not defining-adjectives here, but part of the name of the tree. What is « black-pine » in one district is called « red-pine » in another part of the colony. (See Kirk's 
Forest Flora, preface, pp. 5, &c.) The accentuation shows this, the words « -birch, » « -pine, » being enclitic. Compounding is especially required when the name is followed by a noun, making the name itself an adjective. A « black-birch slab » is a slab of wood of a tree called « black-birch » (the original nomenclator having been deficient in color-sense—as well as ignorant of botany, since the tree is a beech). A « black birch slab » (3 words) is a slab of birch either black by nature or painted black.


A « figured kauri slab » (3 words) is a slab of kauri artificially ornamented with figures, incised or drawn. A « figured-kauri slab » is a slab of a variety of kauri naturally marked with streaks in the woody tissue. The latter is what I understood to be meant in the Catalogue, but no stranger to the colony would so understand the words if not compounded.


An « entire leaved beech » (3 words) must be an untrimmed beech bearing leaves. « Entire, » as a separate adjective, can only qualify the noun « beech; » it cannot qualify the participle « leaved » (without violating an elementary rule in grammar).


Lower down in the Catalogue, the hyphen in « walking-stick » has been struck out. A « walking-stick » is a stick to walk with; a « walking stick » is a stick that is walking. Is the distinction not worth indicating in print by a hyphen, as in speech by throwing back the accent?


Again, « Dunedin Railway Station » can only be a station belonging to a Dunedin Eailway; but there is no line of this name unless it be that leading to the St. Kilda suburb.


Again, « timber used for fencing posts » —
i.e., to fence posts with; « 5 chain curves » = 5 curves of 1 chain each.


Nearly all scientific books printed in good offices elsewhere follow the style of compounding that we follow, and it seems a pity to go back to the careless fashion of colonial newspapers.


The last remark would have been perhaps better omitted, as it seems to hint that the reading of the editor was rather limited. The compiler of the Catalogue returned the note with the following endorsement:—


I would point out that we are writing English, not German. Compounding words by hyphening is an innovation from America, and most objectionable. 
The purest English is Saxon.


On which it may be remarked that, though the Germans compound, they use hyphens very sparingly, and that the American innovation is in following the German style of agglutinating without the hyphen—
e.g., « eastsoutheast » for the English « east-south-east » —as, if my memory serves me, the Editor of 
Typo observed in an article that appeared some months ago. The last remark of the editor implies that the Saxons, or whoever wrote (or writes) in the Saxon tongue, did not use compounds. This is a mistake if stated baldly without reservation: A.-S. manuscripts show that our ancestors both used compounds and employed a graphical method to indicate them, though they did not resort to the hyphen for this purpose (See Earle's 
Philology of the English Tongue, ed. 3, p. 568.) But the printer's reader did not make the compounds; he only indicated them. The compiler and those who agree with him in objecting to hyphens should alter « entire-leaved beech » to « beech bearing entire leaves, » as a Frenchman would do if he could not find or coin a single word to express the species. The compiler used compounds throughout, but strongly objected to their recognition as compounds. He impliedly charged the reader with his own deviations (if they 
were deviations, which is open to argument) from the standard of « pure English. » The compound is already made when the natural accent of the second word is thrown back, whether the words are put in print and hyphened or not. X.
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The Detroit 
Free Press has an article on the devices adopted by cigarette makers to push the sale of their goods. It says: « One firm make quite a reputation by sending forth the pictures of very pretty girls supposed to be engaged in manufacturing cigarettes. It will shock the average smoker to learn that these pictures are all bogus. The cigarettes are not made by pretty girls, but by machinery. The pictures are taken in New York photograph galleries, and the accessories are painted on canvas. The girls are professional models or other good-looking young women hired for the purpose. This may explain to the young man why his letters addressed to certain girls in certain cigarette factories were never answered. The machines were too busy to reply. »
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Literature



Literature in New Zealand—outside of occasional contributions of a high order of excellence to the newspaper press—is almost non-existent. And this notwithstanding a continual production of pamphlets, essays, and latterly attempts at novels. Not one good novel has yet been published by a new Zealand writer, and but one poem; the latter so metaphysical as to be above the heads of most readers. The stories in a recently-started magazine, professedly colonial, are almost without exception rubbish,—a medley of old material with a few local names thrown in. Of local color there is not a trace, and the imaginary natives introduced are unlike any people who ever dwelt on the face of the earth. It is therefore with pleasure that we notice that an attempt has been made, with considerable success, to provide a really high-class literary monthly. So modest is the attempt, and accompanied with so little flourish of trumpets, that the magazine is not nearly so well known as it should be. We refer to the 
Monthly Review, edited by Mr J. R. Blair, and published by Lyon & Blair, Wellington, which has lately completed its first volume, and of which the first three numbers of the second volume are now before us.


Our readers are aware that about eighteen months ago a singular and short-lived magazine appeared in Wellington, bearing the title of 
Hestia. Of this, the 
Monthly Review is the lineal successor; and we regret that it does not bear a more attractive and suggestive title. Under the capable management of Mr Blair, it has developed into a really valuable magazine—the best, we believe, that the colony so far has produced. Its appearance merits a word of praise. Printed in leaded long primer on royal octavo, the page is handsome, the style being simple almost to severity. The titles of the articles are in plain pica caps, and the only decoration consists of varied and judiciously-chosen head- and tail-pieces. It is, in fact, both outside and in, a book, and is got up accordingly. The January number opens with an article on dreams, and some of the peculiar phenomena connected with them. Dr Newman gushes on « The Birth of a Nation in Australasia » (the federation cry again)—an anticipation which may perhaps be realized when the time shall have come to which Mr Bellamy has been « Looking Backward. » Capt. W. E. Gudgeon and Lieut-Col. McDonnell each contribute a series of articles on Maori history and habits and on the incidents of the war. Both these gentleman are well acquainted with the modern (and degenerate) Maori; but he is marvellously different from the aboriginal as the missionaries found him. Both these writers fall into the common error of treating Maori myths and allegories, handed down from their wise men of old, as historical. In the later numbers we find, among much other valuable matter, an article on « United Italy » by Mr George Robertson, « A Pioneer in Telegraphy » (Edward Davy) by Mr G. B. Davy. Mr Davy holds, and produces correspondence to prove, that his relative had a larger share in the invention of the electric telegraph than is generally credited to him. To the March number, Edith H. Searle, 
M.A., contributes a thoughtful article on « The Motive Forces of Life, » disputing the common theory that the pursuit of happiness is the sole motive of action. « Happiness, » she says, « is undoubtedly a tremendous force in the world, probably the largest of all. It is not the noblest, and has more than its due share of attention already; but it is not the ideal aim. » There are original poems in the number before us—some of more than average merit. The typographical arrangement is unexceptionable, except in two respects—the index to volume i is headed « Contents, » and the department headed « The Bookshelf » is headed and composed in the style of an advertisement, and is out of keeping with the rest of the matter. We hope that the 
Review will extend in popularity and usefulness.


The London correspondent of the Dunedin 
Star writes:— « Mr E. A. Petherick, of the Colonial Book Agency (33 Paternoster Bow), is preparing for publication a 'Bibliography of New Zealand.' The first thing of the kind ever attempted was the appendix to Thomson's 'Story of New Zealand.' A few years ago Mr James Davis produced a more comprehensive list, and issued it in the form of a 12mo volume. Sir George Grey compiled a fairly complete list (particularly of Maori publications) in his catalogue of the library presented by him to Cape Colony; and there was another list of a more systematic kind in the huge catalogue of Mr S. W. Silver's library at York Gate, prepared by Mr Petherick himself; but the present bibliography will be of a far more complete and comprehensive character than anything that has hitherto appeared. The work will be of inestimable value to collectors, and it will further demonstrate the truth as to New Zealand's pre-eminence over the other colonies from a literary point of view. » — The writer does not appear to be acquainted with the valuable and comprehensive bibliography lately prepared by Mr Collier. From the accurate and painstaking record in Mr Petherick's 
Torch, it is evident that he is well fitted for the work he has taken in hand; but we imagine that Mr Collier has nearly exhausted the field.


Mrs A. T. Winthrop has brought out a new edition of « Wilfred, » a little book published in 1880. The chief interest attaching to the book arises from a letter to the 
Pall Mall Gazette by the author, in which she accuses Mrs Burnett of plagiarism. She says that she sent that lady a copy of the first edition, and that when « Little Lord Fauntleroy » appeared she found it to be the very counterpart of her own story. We have not read « Wilfred, » but if the coincidences are not greater than in the following passages quoted by Mrs Winthrop, there is not much ground for the charge:—


He had been carefully dressed by James in a suit of creamy white flannel, with scarlet silk stockings and a Roman ribbon tied under the broad linen collar.— 
Wilfred.


Mary hurried him upstairs and put on his best summer suit of creamy-colored flannel, with the red scarf around his waist, and combed out his curly locks.— 
Little Lord Fauntleroy.


Mrs Burnett replies in 
St James's Gazette to Mrs Winthrop's charge. « I have, » she says, « one confession to make. There is one person to whom I am slavishly indebted for all that Fauntleroy is; but for that person the book never would (and never could) have been written. When it occured to me to write it he was a small man of seven, with the sunniest sweetest nature that ever made brighter a little fellow's beauty. There is not a speech of Fauntleroy's which is not a plagiarism of his quaintness. He had an English mother whom it was his pretty habit to call 'Dearest,' and he had been born and had lived in America. It was his guileless frank freedom of manner, his entire friendliness with every human thing, and his delightful little excited political interests, which suggested to me the idea of contrasting an innocent small Republican with an English class entirely opposite in type. Every day he unconsciously wrote Fauntleroy for me: and for all that is sweet, all that is childishly brave and loving, all that speaks from the pure, generous, unspoiled heart of a child, I must thank him alone, and so must every one who has been touched by the little story. If I had not plagiarised from life, Cedric would not have lived. »


« Echoes from the Oxford Magazine » is a collection of the parodies and bright epigrams of university men during the past few years. Mr Raper, in the character of the batsman, thus cleverly imitates Whitman:




To play more steadily than a pendulum; neither hurrying nor delaying, but marking the right moment to strike.


To slog:


The utter oblivion of all but the individual energy:


The rapid co-operation of hand and eye projected into the ball:


The ball triumphantly flying through the air, you too flying.


The perfect feel of a fourer!


The hurrying to and fro between the wickets: the marvellous quickness of all the fields:


The cut, leg hit, forward drive, all admirable in their way;


The pull transcending all pulls over the boundary ropes, sweeping, orotund, astral:


The superciliousness of standing still in your ground, content, and masterful, conscious of an unquestioned six;


The continuous pavilion-thunder bellowing after each true lightning stroke;


(And yet a mournful note, the low dental murmur of one who blesses not I fancied I heard through the roar


In a lull of the deafening plaudits;


Could it have been the bowler? or one of the fields?)




Here is the often-quoted but anonymous sketch of Mr Andrew Lang:






You ask me, Fresher, who it is



Who rhymes, researches, and reviews,



Who sometimes writes like Genesis,



And sometimes for the 
Daily News:



Who jests in words that angels use,



And is most solemn with most slang:



Who's who—who's which—and which is whose?



Who can it be but Andrew Lang?





The boatman has been « done » before; but never much better than by Mr Fagan of Queen's:—






A Schipman was there eke, a bote captain



that wolde souffre mochel toil and payne



teachand the fresche clerkes howe to rowe;



thise straunge cries bin all to him y know



which that they usen by the stremes brinke,



and in the race a belle he wolde clinke,



ther was no clerke colde more noise make;



he was a right schipman, I undertake.



But if to souper you schulde bidde him come



he spak no mo than as if he were dumbe,



he woldè nothinge do but drinke and ete,



for of his talkinge he was ful discrete.





An agitation is an foot in France to introduce phonetic spelling. The opposition is based on the same grounds as in England. A French paper asks the innovators, « How will they establish any difference between 
ver, verre, vert, vers, vair, which will, each and all, according to their method, be written 
ver? » The reply is evident—that there will be no more confusion than in the spoken language. To distinguish shades of meaning by differences in spelling is a clumsy device. To it we owe such forms as 
borne, forme, tyre, vyce, vise, pi, pye, storey, kerb, skate, chute, and 
schnapper. The first of these usage has established—all the rest are wrong.





Mr Stead's 
Review of Reviews is to magazine literature what 
Public Opinion is to the newspaper press. The idea of a general index to the reviews is a useful and practical one; but it would never pay, hence the editor picks the plums from each—a proceeding to which some of the publishers strongly object. The typography of the 
Review of Reviews is mean and shabby.


We congratulate the Hawera 
Star, a well-printed and well-edited country paper, on the completion of its tenth year. It has had one experience which every successful newspaper must expect. It says: « For the first time we are called upon to face what our friends speak of as a local opposition paper, but which we prefer to regard as a fellow-worker in the public interests. » So long as the 
Star is conducted as it is at present, it is not likely to suffer materially from fair competition.


Mr W. E. Simpson, formerly of New Plymouth, has brought the controlling interest in the San Diego 
Sun, and after a year's experience finds the venture a very profitable, one. He has great faith in the future of the city. He says: « We have the best landlocked harbor on the coast, with never less than 36 feet on the bar. Upon the completion of the Nicaragua Canal we shall soon outgrow even San Francisco, as we are the nearest port, and all goods from the East will be delivered here in preference to being carried by rail. This will make us the distributing point. Already a line has been established to run between here and New York, by way of the Horn, so that when the time comes they will at once be in a position to extend their trade. »


Since our last issue went to press, we have received No 1 of the 
Worker, the new organ of the Brisbane labor unions. It is a monthly, 16 pages the size of 
Typo, three columns to the page, printed in brevier. It eschews advertisements, and guarantees a circulation of 14,000. It is well and ably edited—its chief fault being that it quotes somewhat freely from discreditable « society » papers, whose advocacy of the labor cause is a mere matter of dollars, and will do it more harm than active opposition. The 
Worker publishes the first instalment of Bellamy's 
Looking Backward, and looks forward to an ideal socialistic paradise when the State shall be the sole proprietor of property and organizer of energy; and in which at the same time « individualism finds unlimited scope. » The bees have probably come nearest to this ideal; but they have not yet reached the stage of universal peace. There are still wars and strifes among them, and communities subsisting by robbery and brigandage; and the periodical slaughter of the drones, on purely economic grounds, seems to be a necessity of socialism. Our forecast as to the difficulties of editing a paper with a communal proprietory is justified in the very first number. Reference is made to the action of the N. S. W. Typographical Association in arbitrarily excluding a female compositor from membership, and the editor has not the courage to express his opinion on the subject, which would inevitably offend the society, and bring a hornets' nest about his ears. We are glad to see that Queensland has at last an accredited and respectable organ of the great labor party, and we wish it every success.
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Our Exchanges.



The 
British Printer (Nov.-Dec.) contains as usual much valuable matter, and some grand specimens of printing. The title-page to vol. ii, by Raithby & Lawrence—a bold design with the whole background in gold, and adorned at one corner with holly leaves and berries and a redbreast, in colors, is a grand piece of typography.


The 
Inland Printer for February is a fine number. We note an article on the eight-hour system, by our friend Tom L. Mills, entitled « A Third of a Day. » He describes the operation of the system in New Zealand. The same issue contains a marvellous piece of rule-work— « The Alps in Winter » —design and shaded lettering alike composed of rule. The artist is M. Charles Böhy, compositor, rue Séguier 14, Paris. In rule-work France certainly takes the lead.


There is scarcely a branch of the art of printing that is not exhaustively treated in the technical pages of one or other of the trade journals. In our able contemporary, the 
Gutenburg Journal, of Paris, a very valuable series of articles on the composition of mathematical matter is in course of publication. Over thirty chapters have already appeared, and every branch of this class of work is minutely examined. From the style of composition (double-column) we imagine that the treatise is being separately printed in book-form, thus adding another to the many useful technical works on printing. The author is M. Ch. Polguère.


No. 10 of 
The Torch (vol. iii) contains a good portrait of the late Robert Browning. This periodical is no mere catalogue of book-titles, but is of real value as a bibliography, especially of works relating to the colonies.


In the 
American Bookmaker for February, Mr W. Creed, in his « Short Talks on Practical Bookbinding, » gives instructions in marbling. We note excellent articles on « Orthography in the Composing-room, » and on « Shaking Cases » —the injury to type through the latter slovenly practice being well described. Mr H. G. Bishop writes on provision for aged printers; and there are, as usual, valuable illustrated articles on book-decoration and new faces of type.


The St. Louis 
Stationer for February is full of valuable trade matter, and has a fine show of advertisements. It contains a very curious and ingenious diagram of a locomotive wheel, lettered so as to represent twelve railway lines radiating into as many different states—St. Louis of course figuring as the « hub. » The report of the business meeting of the Missouri Press Association, held on 24th January, is interesting reading.


From Mr D. Ramaley, St. Paul, Minn., we have the remaining numbers of the 
Employing Printer, now discontinued. Possibly the scope of this journal, as distinguished from the established trade papers, was not wide enough to make it a commercial success. It is well worthy of preservation, containing many useful tables relating to cost of work and office expenses, which are not to be found elsewhere.


For the future, Messrs Shniedewend & Lee's publication the 
Electrotyper (Chicago) will be discontinued, and merged in their 
Printer's Album, which will be enlarged and otherwise improved. The 
Electrotyper has been published for sixteen years.
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Trade Lists and Samples.


We have to thank Messrs Ward, Lock, & Co. for a copy of their latest book-list. It is very full, including the publications of Tegg, Moxon, and Beeton, and occupies 160 closely-printed large octavo pages.


Messrs Wright, Barrett, & Stilwell (successors to Averill, Carpenter, & Co.) St Paul, Minn., send us an illustrated catalogue of printers' material, and specimens of « self-spacing » type.


The Albert Palmer Company, London, send us a bulky quarto « Buyers' Register of First Hands » —an index to the manufacturing firms of Great Britain. To large buyers, who find it an advantage to deal direct, the value of such a work is obvious.


From the Dunedin 
Star office we have a specimen of an excellent piece of work—a 16-page quarto book containing specimens of their electro blocks suitable for nurserymen's and seedsmen's work. A neat and tastefully-displayed circular, in violet and geranium lake, accompanies the pamphlet.
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The Dunedin 
Evening Herald, finding itself forsaken and forlorn, makes a touching appeal to the trade unions of the city to rally to its support, on the ground that it has been « their consistent and in many instances successful champion. » The 
Herald is a kind of « fifth wheel » in the newspaper coach of the southern city. It was once conducted with considerable ability and possessed some influence; but has never been a financial success.


In the Supreme Court in Auckland, in chambers, Mr Ballance's application to have the libel case against the 
Herald heard in Wanganui was refused. The ground of the application was the great inconvenience he would suffer if the case were tried elsewhere. The reason assigned for refusal was that Mr Ballance's personal influence at Wanganui, where he is a prominent politician and member for the district, might prejudice the case. The court would not change the venue to any other town, as the reason assigned would apply elsewhere as well as to Auckland.


At the first meeting of creditors of Mr H. C. Haselden, stationer, Wellington, the debtor was closely questioned by the creditors. He attributed his failure to the falling off of trade; inability to get a living profit on many lines owing to excessive competition; the fact of having lost so much time and money through illness—the primary cause being pressure on account of a dishonored note. On the books being called for, according to the 
Press, « the cash book was produced with nearly the whole centre burnt out of it. The debtor explained that on one occassion he was making entries in the book and smoking at the same time, and laid his cigarette on the counter to answer the door. He was engaged at the door conversing some time, and on returning to the shop found the papers on the counter in a blaze. He seized a mat for beating out the fire, and accidentally capsized a bottle of turpentine over the flames, which spread and ignited the cash book. He succeeded in quenching the fire, but not before the cash book was considerably damaged. The portion of the book destroyed included his takings and payments,»


Mr Sala is very sensitive to criticism, and addicted to taking actions for libel, as the late Mr Hain Friswell found to his cost. Mr Harry Furniss's humorous account of Sala's experiences as an art student have raised his wrath; and after taking in turn the papers who had published the report, he took proceedings against Mr Furniss. Mediation was tried, but in vain; and a cable message brings the news that he has secured a verdict, with £5 damages.


Mrs James Davidson (Arabella Goddard), one of the leading musicians of the present century, is now a widow and in needy circumstances, owing to long-continued ill-health. Mr Smith has promised her a contribution from the civil list, and Messrs Chappell are raising a subscription on her behalf. She will be remembered by many in New Zealand, where she gave a series of performances sixteen years ago. Her late husband was musical critic of 
The Times.


Mr E. W. Cole, the « merry old soul » of the Melbourne Book Arcade, offers £100 in £10 prizes for the five best essays for and five best essays against « the federation of the whole world » —to be contributed by the writers and thinkers of Australasia. The idea is not a new one, and Tennyson gave it poetic prominence sixty years ago. It is a long way from practical realization; but its discussion can only do good. Mr Cole is quite an enthusiast on the subject.


Mr W. Halliburton, lithographer, of the Wellington 
Evening Press, was on the 8th inst. presented on behalf of the members of the staff with a handsomely-mounted barometer, as a souvenir on the occasion of his approaching marriage. The presentation was made by Mr W. F. Roydhouse, with a few appropriate remarks. Mr Halliburton suitably acknowledged the gift, and the ceremony was concluded by a general expression of good wishes from those present,


From the London and Provincial Printing Ink Company we have an exceedingly pretty calendar of original design in gold and colors. It is printed on stout board, stamped out in the form of the design, and represents a youthful Japanese beauty holding behind her head an expanded fan. The lower part of the fan, forming the background to her head, is in neutral tints, the upper portion is rainbow-hued, the twelve sections, each of a different color, containing the calendar for a month. We note that the name of the tenth month is printed « Oktober. » Does this indicate that the job was printed abroad? The numerous colors are well arranged, and the general effect of the work is admirable.


The Gisborne 
Standard has been sued for piracy of Press Association messages. The association took similar proceedings against the late John Baldwin, of the 
Independent, on more than one occasion, but always came off second-best. In the present case they were more successful. Three informations were laid, and on the first the publisher was fined £1 with £9 15s costs. Notice of appeal was given, and the two other informations stand over until the appeal is decided.—The custom of non-subscribing country papers is to engage a correspondent in one of the large cities to forward as soon as the copyright has expired such items as appear to be of value. In the present instance, some items were probably prematurely sent.
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A newspaper to be entitled the 
Egmont Settler is announced to appear at Stratford, Taranaki.


Mr R. S. Hawkins has purchased the Wellington 
Evening Press. We hope that in his hands the paper will prove a great success.


The impending political struggle is affecting the press, and a new paper is announced to appear in the Rangitikei district. It will need to be a well-conducted concern to hold its ground against the 
Advocate.


The Brisbane 
Worker has kept clear of the rock on which the 
Trades and Labor Journal of Melbourne was shattered. It is in plain newspaper style, and makes no attempt at « sumptuous » printing.


« The 
Trades and Labor Advocate, of Sydney, » says the 
Worker, « was a smart paper, and captured a libel suit before it was out of long clothes. But it tried to run on advertisements, and got so badly left commercially, that it died at the New Year. »


The 
Lithographische Rundschau, an excellent weekly, published by Herr F. Schlotke, Hamburg (publisher of the old-established 
Journal jür Buchdruckerkunst), has been discontinued, after an existence of about five years.


Mr G. M. Reed (says a Melbourne letter) vacates the editorial chair of the 
Standard. Mr Reed came last year from New Zealand, where he is known as an able journalist. It takes however something more than a smart leader writer to make a second Melbourne evening paper a commercial success.


The Wellington 
Press states that the magistrate who instituted criminal proceedings for libel against the Reefton 
Guardian and failed to proceed with the case, has been requested by the Government to resign.


A Parisian journal has informed its readers that « Lord Wemyss-Reid, » « Scottish peer, » has decided to issue a weekly newspaper devoted to the support of home rule for Ireland, under the title of 
The Squeaker.


Always on the watch for press items, we noted a paragraph from a Wairarapa paper that « a large number of cases of a very bad type » were in the district. No printer who has seen some of the local papers would dispute the truth of this statement. But the item proceeds to state that they are « supposed to be la grippe. » A « sell »!


Two lady journalists, the Misses Emilie and Georgina Hill, have established a woman's printing works in Westminster Bridge Boad, London, where women can be trained as compositors, proof-readers, shorthand writers, and reporters. The 
Westminster and Lambeth Gazette and 
Woman will be printed on the premises.


A Christchurch correspondent of the Ellesmere 
Guardian reports that a new evening daily is to be issued under the auspices of the trades unions. We have some doubt as to the correctness of the report, which is not mentioned by our own well-informed correspondent. The four existing dailies in Christ-church (and the two great weeklies) more than occupy the field already.


The Manawatu 
Standard says:—Mr S. Crombie Brown, who in the Parihaka days gained a somewhat singular reputation as a journalist in New Zealand, is now in Melbourne as manager of a « patent automatic electric fire alarm company. » Of late years the world has not gone well with Brown. He is one of the millions at whose door Fortune has knocked disregarded, and on whom the outraged goddess has turned in revenge.


From past experience the Manawatu 
Times anticipates « a certain amount of 'rag-planting' » in view of the approaching general election, and adds that those tradesmen who support these political 'rags' with advertising will be very foolish. « They will only be issued to serve the meanest political ends. » As a general rule, the existing newspapers, whatever side they espouse, allow full scope for discussion in their columns, and the starting of temporary political sheets on the eve of an election, with the object of diverting support from the local organ, is an action both unbusinesslike and mean.


The Grafton 
Examiner (New South Wales) came out with an apology after the recent floods for being late, and for not appearing at all on the previous day of issue. « We are sure, » remarked the editor, « our readers will grant us a little indulgence on this occasion, especially when we state that the water was nearly nine feet deep in our office, and the confusion caused by such an invasion of our premises can be readily imagined. » Our imagination is scarcely equal to the task. The printer, however, who could publish a newspaper a day or two after he had eight or nine feet of water in his office, deserves credit for his pluck.


In the District Court at Invercargill a few days ago it was sought to set aside the sale of a printing plant by E. H. Whitmore, bankrupt, to his daughters, on the ground that he was insolvent at the time, and that the object was to delay and defeat the creditors. Judge Rawson decided that fraudulent preference was not proved, and refused the order.


The Tauranga 
Times has imported a typesetting machine which is said to be capable of doing the work of six compositors. This is, we believe, the first composing-machine introduced into New Zealand. As the office is small, and the field of the newspaper very limited, the proprietor's enterprise is more conspicuous than his judgment.


The proprietors of the Wellington 
Post have been served with a writ at the instance of Henry Roberts, printer, and footballer, claiming £505 damages for alleged libel contained in a paragraph published on February 11th, imputing that he had been guilty of dishonorable conduct by offering to secure to the Wellington Football Club the services of four of the Poneke Club for a monetary consideration.
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Obituary.


Mr Thomas Oldham Barlow, 
b.a., engraver, to whose skill the public owe some of the finest line-engravings of recent years, died lately. He was born in Manchester in 1824.


Mr T. Clarkson, one of the oldest of London journalists, and for nearly forty years a member of the reporting-staff of the 
Daily News, died at Ryde, Isle of Wight, on 28th December.


Our home exchanges record the death of Mr Alfred T. Whittaker, for the past fifteen years secretary of the London Association of Correctors of the Press. He had been for many years in the employment of Messrs W. Clowes & Sons.


Mr J. N. Maxwell, proprietor and editor of the Kirkcudbrightshire 
Advertiser, died lately at the age of 60. He was one of the staff of the first daily newspaper in Scotland—the 
War Telegraph, a short-lived venture, started shortly after the outbreak of the Crimean war.


Mr Philip Whittington Jacob, one of the sub-editors of Dr. Murray's new English Dictionary, has just died at Guildford, in his 85th year. He was one of the most eminent linguists of his time, being able to read and correspond in the principal Eastern tongues, and in every European language except Russ, in which, however, his widow is an excellent scholar.


Mr Edward Lloyd, whose death is recorded in the cable messages this month, was not, as most of the papers supposed, the noted tenor, but the founder of 
Lloyd's Weekly. Our latest home files record that he had just turned his business into a company concern. The Taranaki 
Herald says:—Edward Lloyd started in business as the printer of « penny dreadfuls, » issuing such works as « Varney the Vampire; or the Feast of Blood; » « The Chronicles of Newgate, » and publications of a like nature. The first number had an illustrated cover, printed in red and black; and Nos. 2, 3, and 4 were usually presented to the purchasers of No. 1. They were illustrated with rough wood-engravings, and had a large sale at the time.
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Napier, New Zealand. Printed and Published by 
Robert Coupland Harding, at his registered Printing Office, Hastings-street.—April, 1890.
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Design in Typography. 
The Elliptical Ribbon.



XLI.




Rather less than two years after Bruce had produced his elaborate series of Scrolls, the rival house of MacKellar came out with its first Ribbon design—a combination which, at first sight, some printers might hesitate to place in this category. Nevertheless, it is a true ribbon, exhibiting much ingenuity and artistic skill on the part of the designer, and up to the present time it stands alone in its special department, never having been imitated. The combination contains 27 characters. Eight of these—the long and short concave and convex curves which are its special characteristic—may readily be found in the device at the head of this page; the other nineteen may be thus arranged:




[image: Running-pieces, with Terminals and Corners.]

Running-pieces, with Terminals and Corners.
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Curved Terminals.
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Ornamental Accessories.




Although it is possible, with the running-pieces in the first department, to construct very good plain borders of the ordinary style, this is only a secondary use of the combination. Primarily it is a


[image: ]
ribbon, and a curved ribbon. It is noteworthy, as the first combination containing characters cast on curved body—an idea since greatly developed by the Germans in other directions. Here are specimens


[image: ]
of simple devices. Compound forms of any degree of elaboration may be produced—twofold, threefold, and upwards, unsymmetrical, or evenly balanced, like the large example above. With the combination are supplied curved quadrats, corresponding with the characters.


The original feature in this design is that of the long and short elliptical curves, by the blending of which beautiful serpentine effects are produced. Curved quadrats on a similar principle had long been in use; but the application of the idea to ornaments was a decided advance. One advantage possessed by this combination over all others was in the form of the end-pieces, by which the ribbons might be adjusted to any width desired, up to about 3-line pica. This is shown in the illustrations below. The first admits a long-primer, the second a 36-point. There is little difficulty in justifying the lines of type. Every compositor who has had experience in curvilinear work must have noticed that while it is very difficult to arrange types in a circular curve, they fall readily enough into elliptical lines.


It will be noticed that the second pair of curved terminals in the synopsis is almost the same as the first, with the exception that the end is cut short off. The object of this abridgment appears to be


[image: ]
indicated in the specimen-sheet, where it is combined in the curious fashion shown above.


Although this border stands alone, and though it had an extensive sale, it is now rarely used. When it is, it is often worked up into horrible compound corners, devoid of meaning, some of which may be seen in the founders' own specimens. It had certain defects, which actual handling made manifest. It was too heavy for many kinds of work—if used with other than bold-faced letter, its effect was overpowering. It filled the body too closely, thereby revealing the lines of construction. While the interior curves were free and beautiful, the exterior outline presented the effect of steps. In compound ribbons, it was not always possible to cause the ends of the shorter curves to blend with the design—in many cases in the specimen-book they are left open. It required a good deal of space; the accessory ornaments were too few, and failed to blend well with the general design; and, lastly, there were no end-pieces turning in an upward direction.


In the following year, the same enterprising foundry brought out two series of line-ornaments on the same principle of elliptical bodies. These, which avoided most of the defects of the combination of 1888, speedily became popular, and are still freely used; but since their appearance very little use has been made of the elliptical ribbon.
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The newspaper postage difficulty in the Australian colonies is to be settled at last, the N.S.W. Postmaster-General having signified his intention of imposing a halfpenny postage-rate, as is done in the other colonies. This is the only practicable solution.


Great Britain has somewhat tardily followed New Zealand in the matter of telegraph money orders, but charges a more reasonable commission. For a single pound the fee is the same—fourpence—in addition to 9d for a repeat telegram; but the fee on a £1 order is only one shilling, In New Zealand, in addition to the shilling for the telegram, the sender would be charged a fee of 3s 4d.
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Our Correspondents.





Christchurch,
 26 May, 1890.




Trade is not very brisk, and three or four comps have had to seek « fresh woods and pastures new » during the month, some having gone to Sydney, and others to Wellington for the session.


The difficulty between Messrs Whitcombe & Tombs and the Canterbury Typographical Association is not yet settled. It was decided at the last conference of the N.Z. Maritime Council, held at Wellington, to send a deputation to wait on the firm with reference to the trouble at their establishment, after conferring with the Trades and Labor Council. By direction of his Board, Mr Whitcombe declined an interview with the deputation. In consequence of this refusal to meet the delegates from the Maritime Council, all attempts at conciliation and arbitration have so far failed, and the Trades and Labor Council have instructed their secretary to forward a full statement of the facts in connexion with the dispute, with correspondence and reports relating thereto, to the New Zealand Maritime Council.


In connexion with this difficulty, the Typographical Association have received letters of sympathy and support from all parts of the colony. The Canterbury Branch of Railway Servants and the Federated Wharf Laborers' Union of Lyttelton have also sent letters to the same effect to the Trades Council to be forwarded on to the Association.


Mr J. Joyce, m.h.e., has taken up the question of uniformity of text-books in our public schools, and at the last meeting of the Board of Education gave notice of motion in this direction. That this is a much-needed reform, there can be no question, and the only wonder is that the present unsatisfactory arrangement has been allowed to exist so long. Mr Joyce's resolution applies only to the North Canterbury district, but it would be in many ways a direct benefit to parents and others if the same regulation were adopted throughout the colony. The Trades and Labor Council, at the suggestion of the Typographical Association, have taken the matter up, with a view to assisting Mr Joyce in getting his motion carried. The Council are anxious to see the regulation apply to the whole colony, and the books produced in the colony, and have passed the following resolution:— « That the Council communicate with other Trades and Labor Councils upon the foregoing, and secure their co-operation; that the whole of these books, &c., be produced in the colony, either in the Government printing-office or by public tender. If in the latter case, provision to be made that Typographical Association rules be observed by the contractors. »


William Stanley, who in the early days of the Christchurch 
Telegraph was engaged in the reporting staff, died a few days ago at the hospital.


Mr P. Selig, of the 
Referee, has gone to Sydney with the New Zealand Amateur Athletic team to chronicle their doings in the sister colony.







Melbourne,
 5 May, 1890.



Once more I have to begin with the now well-worn item—Trade is dull. The unemployed-roll is at present well filled, and there is no prospect of improvement during the winter months. Parliament being announced to assemble this month has led to some twenty men being taken on at the Government office, but these of course are men that have been discharged during the slack season. The job offices generally are quiet, and I am afraid that Parliament will make little difference to the morning papers, all of which have ample hands. When matters are brisk, a number of additional grass-hands are generally taken on, and to prevent discharging them, they are kept on with an average of from four to five nights a week. Again I must say that comps, unless they have something better than a mere chance of work, will do well to steer wide of Melbourne—and indeed from the neighboring colonies the reports are anything but encouraging for prospectors.


The Eight-Hours demonstration on the 21st ult. was the most successful of any yet held so far as the Typographical Society was concerned. The draw for position resulted in the Society getting first place, and the muster did credit to the position, nearly 350 of the Craft, each member decked with a neat little badge, being in file. The morning offices were cheered as the procession passed. Close behind the splendid banner were machines, mounted on lorries, from which bills were struck off and distributed along the line of march. The executive council of the society have every reason to be satisfied with the result of their endeavors to make a good show.


The proprietors of the 
Argus have at last removed their dilapidated premises, and in a very short time a handsome edifice will take the place of the tumble-down old office so long disgracing Collins-street. As the company's stereo department and machine-rooms are distinct from the new edifice, they will not be interfered with. The electric light, after a thorough trial, has been extended over the whole office, and is daily expected to completely displace the gas. It is rumored also that a new fount of type will soon arrive from London.


Mr H. Burreil, printer of the 
Argus, arrived by the 
Victoria last week, after a lengthened trip to the Old Country,


The 
Evening Standard (for which many croakers prophesied a very short existence) celebrated its first anniversary on Thursday last, the comps on that day having the composing-room gaily decorated with flowers and bunting. As the journal grows older, it will no doubt gain a firmer footing, for it is a creditable publication.


The executive council of the Society last week donated £50 to a brickmakers' strike, and £25 towards the relief of the unfortunate sufferers by the Bourke floods. The brickmakers' case is one in which boy-labor is threatening to become a serious matter, but it is anticipated that the difficulty will be averted without serious loss.


No new publications of any importance have appeared, and the projected 
Daily Mail has made no further advance.


Influenza has had a good innings amongst compositors, and in the Government office especially it was very rife: but being of a mild form it did not last long, and most of those who suffered are again at their posts.
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Trade is not very brisk, and three or four comps have had to seek « fresh woods and pastures new » during the month, some having gone to Sydney, and others to Wellington for the session.


The difficulty between Messrs Whitcombe & Tombs and the Canterbury Typographical Association is not yet settled. It was decided at the last conference of the N.Z. Maritime Council, held at Wellington, to send a deputation to wait on the firm with reference to the trouble at their establishment, after conferring with the Trades and Labor Council. By direction of his Board, Mr Whitcombe declined an interview with the deputation. In consequence of this refusal to meet the delegates from the Maritime Council, all attempts at conciliation and arbitration have so far failed, and the Trades and Labor Council have instructed their secretary to forward a full statement of the facts in connexion with the dispute, with correspondence and reports relating thereto, to the New Zealand Maritime Council.


In connexion with this difficulty, the Typographical Association have received letters of sympathy and support from all parts of the colony. The Canterbury Branch of Railway Servants and the Federated Wharf Laborers' Union of Lyttelton have also sent letters to the same effect to the Trades Council to be forwarded on to the Association.


Mr J. Joyce, m.h.e., has taken up the question of uniformity of text-books in our public schools, and at the last meeting of the Board of Education gave notice of motion in this direction. That this is a much-needed reform, there can be no question, and the only wonder is that the present unsatisfactory arrangement has been allowed to exist so long. Mr Joyce's resolution applies only to the North Canterbury district, but it would be in many ways a direct benefit to parents and others if the same regulation were adopted throughout the colony. The Trades and Labor Council, at the suggestion of the Typographical Association, have taken the matter up, with a view to assisting Mr Joyce in getting his motion carried. The Council are anxious to see the regulation apply to the whole colony, and the books produced in the colony, and have passed the following resolution:— « That the Council communicate with other Trades and Labor Councils upon the foregoing, and secure their co-operation; that the whole of these books, &c., be produced in the colony, either in the Government printing-office or by public tender. If in the latter case, provision to be made that Typographical Association rules be observed by the contractors. »


William Stanley, who in the early days of the Christchurch 
Telegraph was engaged in the reporting staff, died a few days ago at the hospital.


Mr P. Selig, of the 
Referee, has gone to Sydney with the New Zealand Amateur Athletic team to chronicle their doings in the sister colony.
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Once more I have to begin with the now well-worn item—Trade is dull. The unemployed-roll is at present well filled, and there is no prospect of improvement during the winter months. Parliament being announced to assemble this month has led to some twenty men being taken on at the Government office, but these of course are men that have been discharged during the slack season. The job offices generally are quiet, and I am afraid that Parliament will make little difference to the morning papers, all of which have ample hands. When matters are brisk, a number of additional grass-hands are generally taken on, and to prevent discharging them, they are kept on with an average of from four to five nights a week. Again I must say that comps, unless they have something better than a mere chance of work, will do well to steer wide of Melbourne—and indeed from the neighboring colonies the reports are anything but encouraging for prospectors.


The Eight-Hours demonstration on the 21st ult. was the most successful of any yet held so far as the Typographical Society was concerned. The draw for position resulted in the Society getting first place, and the muster did credit to the position, nearly 350 of the Craft, each member decked with a neat little badge, being in file. The morning offices were cheered as the procession passed. Close behind the splendid banner were machines, mounted on lorries, from which bills were struck off and distributed along the line of march. The executive council of the society have every reason to be satisfied with the result of their endeavors to make a good show.


The proprietors of the 
Argus have at last removed their dilapidated premises, and in a very short time a handsome edifice will take the place of the tumble-down old office so long disgracing Collins-street. As the company's stereo department and machine-rooms are distinct from the new edifice, they will not be interfered with. The electric light, after a thorough trial, has been extended over the whole office, and is daily expected to completely displace the gas. It is rumored also that a new fount of type will soon arrive from London.


Mr H. Burreil, printer of the 
Argus, arrived by the 
Victoria last week, after a lengthened trip to the Old Country,


The 
Evening Standard (for which many croakers prophesied a very short existence) celebrated its first anniversary on Thursday last, the comps on that day having the composing-room gaily decorated with flowers and bunting. As the journal grows older, it will no doubt gain a firmer footing, for it is a creditable publication.


The executive council of the Society last week donated £50 to a brickmakers' strike, and £25 towards the relief of the unfortunate sufferers by the Bourke floods. The brickmakers' case is one in which boy-labor is threatening to become a serious matter, but it is anticipated that the difficulty will be averted without serious loss.


No new publications of any importance have appeared, and the projected 
Daily Mail has made no further advance.


Influenza has had a good innings amongst compositors, and in the Government office especially it was very rife: but being of a mild form it did not last long, and most of those who suffered are again at their posts.
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The French postal authorities are now considering a novel proposition for the transmission of newspapers to subscribers. It is proposed that the proprietors of each journal should send to the general post office a list of subscribers, together with a sufficient number of copies of the paper; the post office undertaking to distribute them to the subscribers without further trouble on the part of the publishers, so that it will not be necessary for the latter either to band them or address them in the usual way.


An appreciative subscriber in the South Island writes renewing his subscription, and sending us the name of a new subscriber, and says: « My own paper you will of course continue to send 
ad infinitum [that is more than we care to undertake!].. You will pardon me making a few remarks regarding the noble little paper representing the Craft. To some of the Dunedin printers—even men of business—it seems scarcely known. This is not as it should be. It should be in the hands of every printer—employer and employé—in the colony. » And our correspondent makes some suggestions as to the best means of attaining this end. If our subscribers all did as he has done—interested themselves in behalf of the paper—both 
Typo and the Craft generally would benefit.


In the editorial columns of a newspaper, it is right and proper that a side should be taken, and current events freely criticised. But in a bare index of the year's events party bias is out of place. The 
Illustrated London Almanac contains such a record, which is quite colorless except where Irish politics are concerned, when the partizanship displayed is remarkable. The mistake that « the colony » of Queensland objected to Sir H. Blake as Governor is perhaps excusable on the part of an English chronicler—in the colonies it is well known that the cry was raised by a few unpatriotic land leaguers solely to embarass and annoy the home government. This however is the style of item in relation to Irish affairs: « —— 
m.p., sentenced to six months' imprisonment for taking part 
six months before in a meeting of the national league. » — « —— 
m.p. and —— 
M.P., sentenced to one month's imprisonment for 
alleged offences under the 
Coercion Act. » (There is no such Act!) « —— 
m.p., sentenced 
without trial to four months' imprisonment. » — « —— 
m.p., 
contrary to ordinary legal procedure, -sentenced to another term of four months' imprisonment. » — « —— 
illegally removed from court by order of Mr Cecil Roche. » — « Letter from Pigott confessing the forgery of 
the fac-simile letters. » — « Dr Tanner, 
m.p., 
vindictively sentenced to three months' imprisonment.! » « —— 
m.p. and—— 
m.p., sentenced to two months' imprisonment. 
Police evidence proved false. » And more of the same kind. In most cases the italic represents a suppression of the truth or a perversion of facts. As a record of Irish affairs, the list is absurdly imperfect. The murder of Inspector Martin at the post of duty couid not be omitted; but he is merely said to have been « killed. » Beyond this the record is little else than one of the « vindictive » sentences, « illegally » passed by means of « false police evidence » on Irish agitators. It is only fair to the compiler to add that he refrains from prefixing the epithets « Beast » and « Bomba » to Mr Balfour's name— otherwise the record might have been an abridged transcript from 
United Ireland.
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Marder, Luse, & Co., the well-known typefounders of Chicago, to whom belongs the credit of the introduction of the point-system, send us a stout little specimen-book, neatly bound in scarlet cloth, and bearing date 1890. The title-page is artistically displayed in their new style known as « Banquet. » The first section of the book, of 180 pages, is a general illustrated price-list of every requisite for the largest business, with useful tables and practical hints to buyers. The second part consists of specimens of the original styles of type produced by the foundry, an outline sketch of the type showing the nick being given to all the body-founts. This is a very useful feature, and tends to prevent confusion in ordering sorts. The remainder of the book is occupied by a great variety of plain and fancy job letters, nearly all styles being represented. There is also a great profusion of borders, line-ornaments, cuts, rules, &c. We have noted so many of the novelties of this enterprising firm during the past four years, that we find very little of recent origin that we have not described. « Slocum seals, » in five sizes, printed in red, would give a very official appearance to a document, and could not be detached. « Foot-prints » three sizes, (6 characters) is a whimsical notion; but they resemble foot-soles rather than foot-marks. No matter what the printer's taste may be, he will find enough to gratify him in this little book.


The Central Typefoundry show in four sizes « University, » a plain broad and very light—almost skeleton—roman. By means of the point system, and the exercise of a little judgment in casting, all the sizes are made to line as caps and small-caps with the help of ordinary leads. This is a good and useful letter. Printers who can afford it should buy the whole series—but not on any account use the letter with heavy-faced type or in color-printing. « Webster » is a lighter-faced variety of the popular « Washington. » A novelty is the « labor-saving mailer type, » for addresses. It is on the principle of the « type-writer, » all the letters on en-set, requires no justification, and as beauty is not studied, the appearance is of no consequence. A galley of addresses may be very rapidly set in this letter. Other novelties of this foundry—the new style of loose accents and the railway figures—are noted in our column of inventions.


The Dickinson Foundry has produced another condensed heavy letter with lower-case, suggestive of the « Diirer » and the « Bubens. » It has a special feature, some of the more open letters, such as the L, T, f, r, and t, being relieved by light line ornaments, which obviate other-wise unsightly gaps between the letters. It is named « Grady, » after the late Mr Henry Grady of the Atlanta 
Constitution, for whom the type was originally designed. It is a useful and handsome letter, and (with the exception of the cap M) has no nonsense about it.


The Boston Typefoundry have brought out a condensed style of their popular « Facade, » differing only from the original in its exceeding compactness. It is one of the thinnest job-letters in the market, and is perfectly legible. Five sizes are shown, lining perfectly at head and foot.


The J. B. Mangan Printing Company, St Louis, show a large variety of pretty and effective vignettes and initials. They are sketchy and most artistic, in some eases introducing curious silhouette effects.


M. Gustave Mayeur, Paris, sends us by mail some late specimens, with sample lines of type. As one line only has reached us, out of three forwarded, we defer our notice, in the hope that the missing packet will arrive in time for our next issue.
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The Auckland 
Star has discovered that economical administration is impossible so long as Wellington remains the seat of government. To indicate the 
Star's remedy would be superfluous.


Messrs Whitcombe & Tombs are, we believe, the only publishers of schoolbooks specially prepared for the colony, and have produced a full series at the cost of much labor and expense. The suggestions of the Trades and Labor Council, if adopted, would at once exclude these books from the public schools. Is this resolution intended to advance the cause of education? or merely to create work for the unemployed? or to injure an obnoxious firm by destroying the value of their copyrights?


It is startling to find the following in a leader in the London 
Daily Telegraph. The ignorance is the less excusable as one of the editors not long ago showed some acquaintance with the 
Australian Handbook. « Australia is a large island or continent, with central deserts and a colonized coast. There are no transcontinental railways, as in America; every delegate who joined in the Federation Conference came by sea in a coasting steamer. This characteristic of the new land makes common naval defence absolutely essential to safety. Were a foreign foe to attack South Australia it would be necessary for New South Wales and Victoria, the nearest colonies, to send assistance by sea. Short cuts by land across the waste expanse may be eventually developed; but at present the new nation will be, in fact, a fringe of States along the coast of a vast expanse of central uninhabited territory,»


The Manawatu 
Herald quotes as follows from the local school inspector's report:— « Pronunciation of names in the colony should receive more attention from several teachers. For instance, that 'ang' in Wanganui, Tauranga, &c, is pronounced by them like ang in 'hang,' seems very curious. » The 
Herald thinks that the critic should have gone farther and indicated how the vowel should be sounded. Does he adopt the vulgar pronunciation, which turns the a into the o in « song »? The a is the same as in « Rangiora » —longer than the English vowel in « hang, » and not quite so long as the a in « far. » The g is commonly mispronounced. In the Maori the ng is always inseparable, and is very commonly an initial sound. In divisions of words this is often overlooked by the comp. « Tau-ra-nga » is the proper division—not « Tau-ran-ga. » The 
Herald pertinently asks why, if the Inspector stands up for correctness, he falls into the common error of dropping the h from « Whanganui. »


To write police-court reports on the model of nursery rhymes is an innovation attempted by the Manawatu 
Standard. This is an example: « There was an old boozer, John Boyle, who filled up with fusel oil. For more did he hunger, but Tony Isemonger his nice little game did spoil. So the Beak severe, in seclusion drear ordered poor Jack to linger. For seven long days he must not raise to his lips his little finger.—Benjamin Harrison drew a comparison 'twixt the known merits of whisky and ale. But 't was embarrassin'— mixing was harassin'. Benny was lugged by the cop to the gaol. Then said Mr Snelson: 'You will do well, son, always to keep from the liquor away. As this is your first, and I hope your last, burst, 't is only five shillings I '11 ask you to pay.—William Nicholl got in a pickle, drinking of Pascoe's beer. The fine was five shillings, which Billy was willing to plank and get away clear.—Johnny Boil, who of fusel oil took many a dose last night, was asked by Dean if he had not been the least little wee bit tight. Johnny confesed and said he was blest with a thirst he could not appease, so the Colonel frowned and fined him two pound, or seven days' rest and ease. »


The cable messages are still a comedy of errors. A Melbourne telegram stated that Sydney and Melbourne had allotted zones for photographic work in connexion with a chart of the heavens. One paper came out with the version that the « lithographic » work in connexion with a chart of the heavens had been allotted to « Mr Jones. » A home telegram read simply « Obituary: Edward Lloyd. » Some of our contemporaries published obituary paragraphs relating to Edward Lloyd, of 
Lloyd's Weekly; others understood it to refer to the noted vocalist. It is when foreign phrases are « wired » that the oddest misconceptions arise. For example, Bismarck was reported to have said 
he roi me reverra (The king will see me again.) One version in a North Island paper was: « M. Le Boi and M. Biverra have joined the French Cabinet. » Still farther north Prince Bismarck's utterance was made to read 
Le roi, il rève. This would literally mean, « The king, he dreams, » but the editor translated the phrase, and gave the word its English meaning— « The king raves! » This translation, though not idiomatic, is not, however, quite as outrageous as it appears. « Rave » and « reverie » are derived from the same root.
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Inventions, Processes, and Wrinkles.




Printing Varnish.—


A coat of varnish can be printed over a sheet in the same manner as ink. Use gloss varnish and a block instead of ink and type.






Paste that will Keep.—


Dissolve a teaspoonful of alum in a quart of water. When cold stir in as much flour as will give it the consistency of thick cream, carefully beating up all the lumps. Stir in half a teaspoonful of powdered rosin. Pour on the mixture a teacup of boiling water, stirring it well. When it becomes thick pour in an earthen vessel. Cover and keep in a cool place. When needed for use, take a portion and soften with warm water. It will last at least a year. If you wish to have a pleasant odor stir in a few drops of oil of wintergreen or cloves.






Photo-Etching on Hard Metals.—


An invention of great importance has been worked out and is now in actual use by a trading company of Berlin—the Electrochemische Graviranstalt. The etching of metals hitherto considered impracticable, and far more suitable than zinc for printing purposes, is affected in an acid bath through which a galvanic current is passed. The etching solution varies according to the nature of the metal or alloy used. The process is quite successful, and is applied to curved or cylindrical surfaces as well as to ordinary plates.






To Varnish Unsized Paper.—


The following recipe from the 
American Lithographer and Printer (in answer to a correspondent) may be of value to some of our readers:— « A mixture of one hundred parts of thin litho. varnish and one part of water-glass (silicate basic potassa) printed on top of the paper (it is not unsized bat slightly sized) will enable you not only to varnish the paper, but it will also result in a saving of fifty per cent, of gloss varnish, and will at the same time produce a superior gloss: as a matter of course, all printing must be finished before all this can be done.






New Brass Rule.—


Our American exchanges this month describe and illustrate a new invention in brass rule, by Mr E. P. Powers, a practical printer, of St. Paul, Minn., for which a patent is pending. It is not easy to describe without diagrams, but some idea may be gained when we state that the rule, instead of being type height, is only about a long-primer high, grooved at the side, and fitted into grooves and dove-tails on specially-designed supporters. These are set in their appropriate places, and the rule is carried across the top of the quads and leads. All the pieces are made to even points. It is described as less expensive than ordinary rule, and as « time and labor-saving, » but we imagine the scheme is too scientific altogether for the ordinary comp.






New System of Spaces.—


Messrs Marder, Luse, & Co., have struck out a new line in spaces, which, henceforth, no matter what the body of the type may be, are to be cast to even points, and in the smaller sizes, up to pica, to half-points. While this is an improvement on the present system, it falls far short of what is required. Take the largest size in the scheme, for example—72-point. The spaces are 72 (em), 36, 21, 18, 12, and 6. The hair-space is a nonpareil thick, and the gradations are by nonpareil! To remedy this deficiency, however, the firm have carried out 
Typo's suggestion, made two years ago, and supply for all the large sizes of type, (if specially ordered) brass hair-spaces of 1 and 2-point. Provided with these the happy comp may at last dispense with scissors and paper-scraps.






Railway Figures.—


Pending the introduction of the 21-hour system, and to obviate the clumsy « a.m. » and « p.m. » and the disagreeable whites they involve, the Central Foundry has introduced the system of distinguishing « p.m. » figures by heavy-faced characters, and has brought them out both in old and new styles, in all useful sizes. The effect is a great improvement on the present system, not only as regards neatness and compactness; but in the way that the « p.m. » figures stand out from the rest. This is the style of the table (we use our own types—not the Central's—in illustration):







	
Number.

	311

	301

	303

	

Stations.

	304

	302

	312





	7 35 2

	0

	11

	10

	Lv. 
Nevada Ar.

	3

	15

	3

	20

	12

	55





	8

	10

	2

	20

	11

	30

	Milo

	2

	55

	3

	0

	12

	15





	8

	44

	2

	40

	11

	50

	Sheldon

	2

	34

	2

	40

	11

	40





	9

	15

	2

	58

	12

	5

	Irwin

	2

	16

	2

	23

	11

	10





	9

	44

	3

	14

	12

	22

	
Lamar

	2

	0

	2

	9

	10

	45










Loose Accents.—


The Central Typefoundry has introduced an excellent idea, the credit of which is due to the ingenious Mr St. John,


[image: ]
by which all manner of special accents may be used in jobfounts, without any extra trouble either to typefounders or printers, without the cost of special matrices, or the expense of keeping a great variety of extra sorts, rarely used, and not always to be found when wanted. The notion is so simple that it is a wonder it was not thought of before. The vowel is cast with a slot reaching nearly to the top of the letter; the loose accent is cast on an even-point body to fit, so that the same lower-case letter may be used without accent at all, or interchangeably I with any in the series. (Nothing is said of the i, which must for this purpose be cast without the dot.)






Automatic Feeder.—


The most important invention we have seen recorded for a long time is described in our exchanges this month. The boon for which machine-minders have sighed so long— a practicable automatic feeder—seems to be near at hand. Ingenious pneumatic and electrical contrivances have been devised; but they have not only been costly, but have had defects which debarred them from general use. Messrs Cleathero (engineer) and Nichols (printer) have patented an attachment which is described in some of our home exchanges, and figured in the B. 
and C. Printer and Stationer, which in conjunction with the now familiar flyer, renders a Wharfedale or similar machine entirely automatic. No change is made in the machine beyond the removal of the ordinary feed-board. India-rubber revolving disks are brought to bear on the edge of the paper, and these draw out slightly the top sheet. By an ingenious motion, corresponding with that of the layer-on when he « fluffs » the paper, the sheet is sent back a little, curving it and causing it to be separated from that immediately below it by a current of air. To get it into the grippers afterwards is simple enough. Thick or thin papers may be fed equally well, a simple system of weights giving the requisite adjustment, so that no time is lost in changing from a heavy job to a light one, or 
vice versa.
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A coat of varnish can be printed over a sheet in the same manner as ink. Use gloss varnish and a block instead of ink and type.
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Paste that will Keep.—


Dissolve a teaspoonful of alum in a quart of water. When cold stir in as much flour as will give it the consistency of thick cream, carefully beating up all the lumps. Stir in half a teaspoonful of powdered rosin. Pour on the mixture a teacup of boiling water, stirring it well. When it becomes thick pour in an earthen vessel. Cover and keep in a cool place. When needed for use, take a portion and soften with warm water. It will last at least a year. If you wish to have a pleasant odor stir in a few drops of oil of wintergreen or cloves.
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Photo-Etching on Hard Metals.—




Photo-Etching on Hard Metals.—


An invention of great importance has been worked out and is now in actual use by a trading company of Berlin—the Electrochemische Graviranstalt. The etching of metals hitherto considered impracticable, and far more suitable than zinc for printing purposes, is affected in an acid bath through which a galvanic current is passed. The etching solution varies according to the nature of the metal or alloy used. The process is quite successful, and is applied to curved or cylindrical surfaces as well as to ordinary plates.
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To Varnish Unsized Paper.—




To Varnish Unsized Paper.—


The following recipe from the 
American Lithographer and Printer (in answer to a correspondent) may be of value to some of our readers:— « A mixture of one hundred parts of thin litho. varnish and one part of water-glass (silicate basic potassa) printed on top of the paper (it is not unsized bat slightly sized) will enable you not only to varnish the paper, but it will also result in a saving of fifty per cent, of gloss varnish, and will at the same time produce a superior gloss: as a matter of course, all printing must be finished before all this can be done.
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New Brass Rule.—


Our American exchanges this month describe and illustrate a new invention in brass rule, by Mr E. P. Powers, a practical printer, of St. Paul, Minn., for which a patent is pending. It is not easy to describe without diagrams, but some idea may be gained when we state that the rule, instead of being type height, is only about a long-primer high, grooved at the side, and fitted into grooves and dove-tails on specially-designed supporters. These are set in their appropriate places, and the rule is carried across the top of the quads and leads. All the pieces are made to even points. It is described as less expensive than ordinary rule, and as « time and labor-saving, » but we imagine the scheme is too scientific altogether for the ordinary comp.
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New System of Spaces.—




New System of Spaces.—


Messrs Marder, Luse, & Co., have struck out a new line in spaces, which, henceforth, no matter what the body of the type may be, are to be cast to even points, and in the smaller sizes, up to pica, to half-points. While this is an improvement on the present system, it falls far short of what is required. Take the largest size in the scheme, for example—72-point. The spaces are 72 (em), 36, 21, 18, 12, and 6. The hair-space is a nonpareil thick, and the gradations are by nonpareil! To remedy this deficiency, however, the firm have carried out 
Typo's suggestion, made two years ago, and supply for all the large sizes of type, (if specially ordered) brass hair-spaces of 1 and 2-point. Provided with these the happy comp may at last dispense with scissors and paper-scraps.
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Railway Figures.—


Pending the introduction of the 21-hour system, and to obviate the clumsy « a.m. » and « p.m. » and the disagreeable whites they involve, the Central Foundry has introduced the system of distinguishing « p.m. » figures by heavy-faced characters, and has brought them out both in old and new styles, in all useful sizes. The effect is a great improvement on the present system, not only as regards neatness and compactness; but in the way that the « p.m. » figures stand out from the rest. This is the style of the table (we use our own types—not the Central's—in illustration):







	
Number.

	311

	301

	303

	

Stations.

	304

	302

	312





	7 35 2

	0

	11

	10

	Lv. 
Nevada Ar.

	3

	15

	3

	20

	12

	55





	8

	10

	2

	20

	11

	30

	Milo

	2

	55

	3

	0

	12

	15





	8

	44

	2

	40

	11

	50

	Sheldon

	2

	34

	2

	40

	11

	40





	9

	15

	2

	58

	12

	5

	Irwin

	2

	16

	2

	23

	11

	10





	9

	44

	3

	14

	12

	22

	
Lamar

	2

	0

	2

	9

	10

	45
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Loose Accents.—




Loose Accents.—


The Central Typefoundry has introduced an excellent idea, the credit of which is due to the ingenious Mr St. John,


[image: ]
by which all manner of special accents may be used in jobfounts, without any extra trouble either to typefounders or printers, without the cost of special matrices, or the expense of keeping a great variety of extra sorts, rarely used, and not always to be found when wanted. The notion is so simple that it is a wonder it was not thought of before. The vowel is cast with a slot reaching nearly to the top of the letter; the loose accent is cast on an even-point body to fit, so that the same lower-case letter may be used without accent at all, or interchangeably I with any in the series. (Nothing is said of the i, which must for this purpose be cast without the dot.)
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Automatic Feeder.—


The most important invention we have seen recorded for a long time is described in our exchanges this month. The boon for which machine-minders have sighed so long— a practicable automatic feeder—seems to be near at hand. Ingenious pneumatic and electrical contrivances have been devised; but they have not only been costly, but have had defects which debarred them from general use. Messrs Cleathero (engineer) and Nichols (printer) have patented an attachment which is described in some of our home exchanges, and figured in the B. 
and C. Printer and Stationer, which in conjunction with the now familiar flyer, renders a Wharfedale or similar machine entirely automatic. No change is made in the machine beyond the removal of the ordinary feed-board. India-rubber revolving disks are brought to bear on the edge of the paper, and these draw out slightly the top sheet. By an ingenious motion, corresponding with that of the layer-on when he « fluffs » the paper, the sheet is sent back a little, curving it and causing it to be separated from that immediately below it by a current of air. To get it into the grippers afterwards is simple enough. Thick or thin papers may be fed equally well, a simple system of weights giving the requisite adjustment, so that no time is lost in changing from a heavy job to a light one, or 
vice versa.
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An Old Landmark Gone




An Old Landmark Gone.



Under the heading of « Soon to Pass Away, » the Auckland 
Herald of the 10th inst. writes:—There still stands opposite Messrs Hellaby's premises, in Shortland-street, a dilapidated building, now stigmatized as a shanty, but which was quite creditable to the times when it was erected. However humble and out of joint it now appears to the passer-by, the time was, when Auckland's early citizens accepted it as worthy of those days. Decrepid old age has marked it as its own; twisted and contorted out of all proportion, there is not a straight line anywhere to be seen. Doors and windows vie with each other in looking as crooked as possible; weatherboards first run one way and then another, and the ridge-board is humped into curves. Marring its ancient character is the galvanized iron now covering what was a shingled roof. The building, however, is a historical one, and those who care to look upon it must do so quickly, for the fiat has gone forth to number it with the things of the past. In a few days it will disappear for ever. Forty-seven years ago, on the 21st of April, 1843, at miduight, the first proof-sheet of the 
Southern Cross newspaper, to appear once a week, was thrown off in this building, and on the morning of the 22nd the issue was published to expectant and awaiting citizens, who wondered after what manner the editor and proprietor, Dr. Samuel McDonald Martin, would make his second bow to the community as an editor. Heading his leader, the new luminary was ushered into the world with the motto, '
Luceo non uro,' and underneath two lines from Shelley:






If I have been extinguished, yet there rise



A thousand beacons from the spark I bore.





This, of course, carried with it a meaning, significant and understood by the readers of the day. Dr Martin had been engaged as editor for the first newspaper which was published in Auckland, the proprietors being mostly composed of Government officials of the time being, who had formed themselves into a small company, and who had procured the necessary plant from Sydney. Dr Martin, in his articles, began attacking the policy of the Government, which caused his being 'extinguished' from the editorial chair; hence the appearance of the 
Southern Cross on his own account. Bead by the light of the present day, when reviewing—apart from the small local prejudices of the time—the 
Southern Cross leaders, it may be pronounced that however appropriate the quotation from Shelley, the motto would have read more truly had '
Luceo non 
uro' been changed to '
Luceo et 
uro.' How true it is, the smaller the community the narrower and more prejudiced it is, and sound views can only be forthcoming when a community numbers the required population—how many thousands, who can say? » (Fifty years hence, the leading articles of to-day may provoke similar reflections.—Ed 
Typo.)
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Composition Without Copy






Composition Without Copy.



The 
British and Colonial Printer and Stationer has an article on « setting without copy, » in which it writes of the « intricate process » of double composition—arranging one's ideas directly in type without the preliminary of pen and-ink. « At one time, » it says, « this facility was common enough. The good old country editor thought nothing of taking his stand at case on the eve of publishing-day and picking up his leader as the thoughts arose in his mind. » It goes on to speak of Richardson, of Keìme, the friend of Franklin, and others, who composed whole books in this manner, and says that the practice is now almost a thing of the past and that « even in country districts it is rapidly dying out. » This may be so, but the art has not died out in the colonies, and in regard to its difficulty, we altogether dissent from the writer's conclusions. When the mechanical details of type-setting are mastered it is actually the easiest of all ways of putting one's thoughts into shape. Of course the operation is complex; but no more so than that of writing, and it is immeasurably less difficult than extempore speaking. In a quarter of an hour a ready speaker will arrange and express ideas which a reporter will require an hour and a half to commit to writing, and a compositor four or five hours to arrange in type. We especially join issue with the writer (who, we think, cannot be a practical compositor), in what he says as to the appearance of matter in type. « It must be remembered that the author-printer can form no conception of how his ideas will look when printed. Charles Lamb said that everything looked raw to him in manuscript; Coleridge declared that print brought to light many hidden defects. Hood was prone to write many of his poems in Roman characters so that he might judge what appearance the words would present when published, and for the same reason, Byron even went to the length of having some of his earlier compositions printed roughly—a practice which, by the way, is stated to be common in Germany. If then, manuscript looks raw what can be said of one's burning thoughts in cold lead type! » To the compositor, type looks almost exactly the same as print. Tautologies, errors of spelling, grammatical slips, so easily disguised and overlooked in manuscript, are evident to his eyes as he runs over the metal. Of course the man who sets direct from his brain should not suffer distraction. He has thrice the time of the penman to arrange his thoughts and expressions: but he is liable to lose the thread of his subject if he has to « turn for letter » or « fudge for sorts. » For our own part we would as readily compose an article or a display circular without written copy as with it—in the latter ease probably producing a better result. Mr Christie Murray says that in his journalistic days he found no difficulty in composing his paragraphs in type, and that he has done the same with his verses rather than commit them to paper in the first instance, as he was better able to criticise them in type than in manuscript. This we imagine, agrees with the experience of all practical men—the complex operations, so wonderful to the untrained observer, have become automatic; and the wilderness of grey metal— « without form and void » to the unaccustomed eye— is to the printer as clear as the printed page.
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[miscellaneous paragraphs]




German houses are breaking new ground in these colonies. Hitherto English founders have supplied the whole of the body-founts; but this month we hear of a North Island newspaper obtaining a fount of one ton weight from Klinkhardt, and of a Queensland paper giving a still larger order to the same maker. The type is east to an English standard body, and of course to English height.


The following are the rates charged on newspaper parcels not exceeding 3? on the New Zealand railways: For distances not exceeding 75 miles, 1d; 75 to 150 miles, 2d; over 150 miles, 3d.


Napier has been visited by a distinguished literary man—Mr David Christie Murray—who is making a lengthened tour of the colonies, and delivering a course of three admirable lectures. He has written a drama entitled « Chums, » the scene of which is laid in the colony.— Another celebrated English novelist, Mr Robert Louis Stevenson, who has taken up his abode among the tropical isles of the south, paid Auckland a visit about the same time, but we regret to add that the state of his health did not permit him to stay.


From Messrs W. and A. K. Johnston, Edinburgh and London, we have received a copy of the second and improved edition of their celebrated « Multum in Parvo Atlas of the World. » It is a neat half-crown pocket volume, and is one of the most complete books of the kind published. It contains 96 maps, illustrating physical as well as political geography, the phenomena of the seasons, the solar system, &c, and a map showing the distribution of the races of mankind. The book is something more than an atlas, the letter-press descriptions making it a complete and compact geography, containing very full statistics as to population, finance, &c.


In the police court, Palmerston N., on the 17th inst., a man was committed for trial for passing a valueless cheque for 
£5. The order was drawn on a non-existent branch of the Bank of New South Wales. The accused, when asked for a statement, described himself as Frederick Lindsay Crawford Flint, with the 
nom deplume of « Craw Linn, » author of « No Country, » and four other stories published in the Dunedin 
Weekly Advertiser, and the serial story of « That Girl, » in the Auckland 
Observer. He came from Sydney to Wellington for the purpose of collecting the manuscripts of these stories for publication in book-form. He made a rambling statement as to a relative being in a good position in Melbourne and periodically forwarding remittances to him. When he made out the cheque he was under the impression that there were funds to meet it.


The following item is going the rounds:— « The 
New Zealand Times writes as follows: "Bishop Julius ascended the pulpit of his cathedral for the first time, and preached an eloquent sermon, taking for his text I Tim., iv, 18: 'For to this end we labor and strive because we have our hope set on the living God, who is the Saviour of all men, specially of those that believe.' "The funny part of this is that there is no 18th verse to the 4th chapter of I Timothy, and that 
there is nowhere in the Bible a verse which reads as quoted. Then follows v. 10 from the Authorized Version. Is it not astonishing that ten years after the publication of the Bevised Version of the New Testament, any newspaper men should be absolutely ignorant of its existence? A Marlborough paper appears to have been originally responsible for the blunder, which has been widely copied without its authority and without verification.



Paper and Press for February contains an able article on type-composing machines. After remarking that improvements in details are patented every month, it says:— « Thus far a careful examination of the various systems already perfected and in so-called practical operation discloses one and the same obstacle to their introduction, and that is the complexity of their construction, which, in spite of declarations to the contrary, renders them extremely liable to derangement. Then the question of complicated parts is a weighty one, the Alden machine, for instance, consisting of no less than 14,625 parts, many of them of very delicate construction. In plain work with one kind of type, several of the extant machines give satisfaction, but there is even a difficulty here in the absolute necessity to furnish the operator with perfectly clear and clean copy—a condition which in many cases cannot be complied with. » Referring to the Mergenthaler machine, which applies the principle of the stereotype-plate to the completed matrices of each line, the writer says: « To the newspaper office its possibilities are doubtless satisfactory, but for fine editions in competition with first-class hand-labor it is purely an inventor's dream. » Of the Thorne, an actual type-setter, and « a marvel of mechanical ingenuity, he writes: « An intelligent child, it is said, may work the keyboard, but it may also be remarked that no one but a skilled mechanic could re-adjust any of the parts if thrown out of gear, or repair any portion of the mechanism if broken or injured. » The writer's conclusion is: « It is highly probable that some one of the systems of type-setting by machinery will in the future play an important part in ordinary book- and newspaper-printing; but the fine editions as well as all manner of display-work will hardly be accomplished by its aid. »





A paragraph is afloat stating that a Wairarapa man has called for tenders for the making of his winter suit of clothes. The Gisborne 
Standard calls it a silly joke. No doubt it is, but it would not be if tailoring were played down as low as job-printing!


A strike has occurred in a coal-mine in Gippsland, under peculiar circumstances. One of the men was discharged by the manager for having written to a local paper pointing out the danger caused by a loose rock overhanging the workings. The other men, 96 in number, demanded his re-instatement, and knocked off work in a body. Who will blame them?


Mr Labouchere, in 
Truth, says:— « I have now been for some little time connected with journalism, and am beginning to know a good many of the tricks of the trade. One of the commonest is for a paper feebly struggling for existence to lavish abuse on some more prosperous competitor, in the hope of gaining a gratuitous advertisement by provoking a reply. »


Mr Henniker-Heaton, by steady « pegging away, » has converted the home postal authorities to his views regarding reduced ocean postage, but the colonies now block the way—they are afraid to face the sudden drop in the revenue. This is probably greatly over-estimated. Sir J. Vogel's calculation that each letter costs 2¼d to handle, may be very wide of the mark. Not long ago the accountant of an American railway figured out that every stoppage of an engine cost a certain number of cents. Some one took the trouble to count the actual stoppages and multiply them by the amount given, with the result that the total was greater than the whole revenue of the line!


For editorial ability, no journal in New Zealand surpasses the Wellington 
Press; while in its absence of localism it is the nearest approach we have to the representative daily paper of the colony. It is pleasant to read in the Wanganui 
Herald—a journal in every way opposed to the 
Press—the opinion of a critic like Mr D. Christie Murray. He was questioned by a representative of the 
Herald as to the comparative merits of colonial as compared with home journalism, and this is what he is reported to have said:— « You have improved upon us in one respect. We have no weeklies like the 
Australasian and the 
Leader in Victoria, or the 
Canterbury Times and 
Weekly Press in Christchurch. They are edited and sub-edited in a first-class manner, and of course more depends on that than on original matter." » And as to the dailies? » « Some of them are singularly good, but you have too many for the population. You will not be able to maintain this number, and of course they cannot all be first-class. I read a first-class article, temperate, just, and well-balanced, and in splendid English, in one of the Wellington papers when there—it was really a long way above the average 1 It was on Young New Zealand, and in the 
Evening Press. » Mr Murray also expressed the opinion that New Zealand would in time develope « an intellectual centre in each island. »


From Mr William Blades we have a little pamphlet entitled « Signatures, » being No. 1 of his « Bibliographical Miscellanies. » Like all the works of this learned printer, it is marked by originality and careful research. The author conclusively disposes of the oft-repeated assertion that book-signatures were invented by printers. One authority, M. de Marolles, gives the name of the printer, and 1474 as the year in which they were invented. Mr Blades says: « Binding is certainly as old as books. Signatures are certainly as old as binders. » He finds them in early Hebrew manuscripts. The reason they have so often escaped the notice of bibliographers is, that they were originally written as close as possible to the margin, in order to be afterwards out away. In a very interesting manner, the author traces the evolution of the printed from the written signature, and instances books showing the transition from one to the other, where the printer having muddled the sequence, they were supplemented by manuscript figures. Some of his examples are very curious, as, where the scribe, after exhausting the alphabet of double caps and double small letters to 
zz, followed with τ, 
9, ZZ (a duplicate), then ξ, then the Latin 
est and per, and, finally, with the Lord's Prayer (!): 
p'ter—qui—cello— soficet', &c, to 
voltūtas—tūa—sicut, which completed the work. A list of 58 old books, all carefully described, illustrates the various stages of development, and the valuable 
fac-similes render the work more complete. Incidentally, much interesting information is given as to these early books. The pamphlet itself is an illustration of an unusual use of signatures. Exclusive of the wrapper and central sheet o4 
fac-similes, it contains 28 pages, quired. Sheet A is I—8, 21–28; B is 9–12, 17–20; and C is 13–16. The signatures are therefore A2 on p. 3, B on p. 9, and C on p. 13. Mr Blades has left very little to be said on the subject.


The colony of South Australia has pronounced definitely for protection. At the late general election every freetrader was defeated. This is so far satisfactory, as it should give the system a fair trial, which is more than freetrade has ever had in the colonies.


A Christchurch correspondent, writing of the Master Printers' Association, says:—We have just completed our first year, and though at the first beset with many difficulties, we have cause to be well satisfied with the organization. We start the New Year under most encouraging circumstances, every printer in town having joined our ranks; and all appear determined to work loyally, and to give and receive suggestions for the general good. We have a change of officers for the current year: President, J. C. Wilkins 
(Times office); Vice-President, J. S. Smith (Smith & Co.); Secretary, T. West 
(Times office.)


One of the most useful reference-books to the job-printer ever published has just been issued at the price of $2 by Mr C. G. Burgoyne, a go-ahead printer of New York. It is entitled « The Cost of Stock: a work of practical value to Printers, Publishers, Stationers, and all who either print, buy, or sell paper. » It consists of three original tables. The first, occupying one page, gives the number of impressions required to print from 50 to 100,000 copies, from 1 on the sheet to 32. The second table, occupying 120 pages, or nearly the whole book, contains 19,200 calculations, showing not only—as scores of other tables do—the amount of paper in reams, quires, and sheets, to print any number from 500 to 100,000 from 1- to 32mo, but gives the precise weight of paper required for each job from 8℔ to 120℔ the ream. The value of such a table is obvious. One has only to take the value per ℔ of the stock and multiply it by the number of pounds required, as shown in the table. Fractions are given throughout, but in practice, a fraction should be treated as a complete pound. A full index, occupying two pages, gives reference to every item in the book; and a table of equivalents completes the work. In any busy job-office this printers' ready-reckoner will pay for its cost the first week, besides reducing to a minimum the liability of error in giving-out and estimating stock. The work is copyright. Every printer should have it.


An East Coast thunderer scornfully criticises its opponent's « gram-mer. » —The N.Z. 
Musical Monthly has been overhauling the Hawke's Bay country papers. He says: « The editor of the Woodville paper must have had a musical fit on when he wrote, 'The well-known native, Honi Pihanna, has died at Parihaka.' Hori Pihama was the name intended.—The following, in full capitals, in the Waipawa paper, suggests its origin in a bush district: 'One piano by 
Board.' » —We object on principle to Scripture conundrums. The Timaru 
Herald announces the subject of discourse at the Baptist church, as « Zecftariah asks, 'Four fathers, where are they?' » —The same paper observes that « Save death, there is no such traveller as 
mal de mer. » The context seems to suggest that « leveller » was intended.—In the commercial columns of the Otago 
Daily Times, it is recorded that « quarter-back wethers » sold for 10s each. Have the Otago sheep taken to football?—A Wairarapa man writing to a local paper on the subject of larrikins, asks, « Why do not the police catch them breaking into an empty house and stealing its contents? » Why, indeed?— A country contemporary records the fact that an old settler « became deceased » on a given date.—An up-country doctor at an inquest, if he be correctly reported (of which we have some doubt), not only discovered 
post mortem rigidity in the corpse, but found « 
post mortem debility strongly marked. » —In another 
post mortem, the doctor found « a good deal of afflatus in the stomach. » That is surely the complaint afflicting amateur poets.— « It is lovely, » says the Auckland 
Weekly News, « for a farmer to live a bachelor's life; and a farm is never fully stocked without a mistress and a few little ones. » « Lonely » appears to be intended.—In a florid eulogium on the late Baron Dowes, a correspondent of 
The Times expresses the following equivocal sentiment: « A great Irishman has passed away. God grant that many as great, and who as wisely shall love their country, may follow him. » —An Auckland almanac, opposite the date of May 23, has « Mark Twain died, 1880. » Mark himself does not appear to be aware of the fact.— According to a contemporary, the Dumfries folk « have let the Burns mausoleum to a sextant. » —A South Island paper publishes an item « which at first sight appears incredulous. » —The resources of vituperation are not quite exhausted. An East Coast paper characterizes its rival's leader as « illiterate dishwater. » This epithet we imagine is quite original.—An advertisement in a Southland paper invites « applications for the office of sexton to the cemetery trustees. » As the advertisement is officially signed, it may be inferred that the local body concerned has given a negative answer to the query, « Is life worth living? » —Describing a fancy ball, an ungallant reporter says, « Miss H— was appropriately attired as 'Folly.'»
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The Southern City




The Southern City.



Many methods have been adopted by visitors in going through the New Zealand and South Seas Exhibition, and seeing Dunedin. While I was in lodgings here, two lady teachers arrived from Wellington to see the Big Show. They were limited to one week, in which time they resolved to go systematically through the Exhibition, and to see the sights of Dunedin and neighborhood—and they did. They rose early, and laid out their plans for the day. They would leave home at 9 a.m. and see the sights, taking dinner and tea wherever they might happen to be, and then spend an evening in the Exhibition, reaching home at 11 p.m. One day, from 10 a.m. to 10.30 p.m., was wholly devoted to the Exhibition; another was spent at Mosgiel, looking over the factory and other places of interest. Again the Museum was visited, the Botanical Gardens, the Waterfalls, Ocean Beach and St Clair, a ride upon the Roslyn and Mornington cable tramways. The collection of pictures in the Town Hall was not forgotten, and the Sunday was spent in St Paul's (Anglican) and Knox (Presbyterian) churches in the morning and evening, while the fine Northern Cemetery took up the afternoon. In this manner Dunedin may be seen inside of a week's time, but it is a rush to do it.


Dunedin, apart from the Exhibition, is a very interesting town to visit, being most picturesquely situated. Wellington suggests the idea of a city lying at the bottom of an extinct crater. Christchurch is a city of straight lines, flat, and somewhat uninteresting,— the relieving features being the river Avon and the finest museum in the Australasian colonies. But Dunedin has sights so various as to suit all tastes. Its buildings in many instances are fifty years before their lime, the Government buildings—notably Supreme Court, Post Office, and Insurance—being the shabbiest. Hill and dell abound in charming variety, the tram service is efficient and cheap, there are ample means of conveyance to the places of interest outside the city, while the Southern train is slow enough to allow the man of dullest perceptive faculty to take in the beauties of nature lying within range.


South Dunedin is built upon what is in the brevity of wit termed « The Elat, » which is not meant as a term of flattery, and as I have been informed that one can rent a house there for 1/- per week, I reckon it can be no rise to be a dweller therein. The sights of South Dunedin are the Exhibition, Ocean Beach,—and Mr Fish's constituency. It is somewhat difficult to say which is the greatest curiosity—the exhibition, containing the record of a civilization and colonization of only fifty years,—
apparently showing this, yet in reality showing the progress of the world; the white, and to all appearances firm sandy beach, but which abounds in dangerous quicksands; or the South Dunedin electorate.


North Dunedin is that part of the city whereupon are high dwellings and high rents. It is the quarter of intellectuality, and contains the University, the Museum, and the Botanical Gardens. It is in this direction that NicholFs Creek is located, and through the bush which the stream meanders along are to be seen « The Waterfalls » and other natural beauties, which Dunedinites seem to have just discovered,


It is in the same direction as these falls that Messrs Fergusson and Mitchell's Otago Paper Mills are situated, being in the Woodhaugh Valley, a most picturesque spot, nearly two miles from the city. The first printing-paper made in New Zealand was manufactured in this mill for the Wellington Exhibition in 1885. Brown paper is the chief product, but grey (for woollen mills' and grocers' use), blue (for candle packing) and nearly every class of packing paper is turned out. Neither the Mataura nor this mill, the only paper mills in the colony, find it profitable to produce white printing-paper, although both mills can do it. Paper bags are made both by hand and machine. The manager, Mr Grant, is very courteous to visitors. They are shown the yard full of flotsam and jetsam, rags, in fact everything cast away by man and woman seems to be good for paper, but old rope is the most acceptable; then the chopping-room, the mashing- and boiling-room, in which one sees rope, rags, and tussocks all boiled together into pulp; then up to the pulp-baths, which overlook the long machine into one end of which the liquid runs. Following the revolutions of the cylinders one sees the pulp gradually thicken on the web, when it becomes strong enough to forsake the web and roll on in its own strength towards the drying and steaming cylinders, and two minutes after entering as a liquid, a piece of brown paper is torn off and given to the visitor. In another room a wonderful bag-making machine is seen at work. I strongly advise all visiting members of the Craft to find their way to this interesting factory.


T.L.M.
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Our Exchanges.



We have had more than one reference to the opposite tendencies in the use of the hyphen as evinced by English and American printers. While in the best English "work its grammatical value is becoming better recognized, and it is more freely used than ever before, in American books it is almost abandoned. It is interesting, therefore, to note in 
La Typologie-Tucker for January, that the French advocates of orthographic reform condemn the use of the hyphen as a grammatical sign, and advocate its entire suppression, confining its use to broken words at the end of a line. A long list of compound words is given, in which it is recommended that the component parts be entirely separated, and in some rare cases agglutinated. Thus 
haut-le-pied becomes 
haut le pied, and 
chiendent takes the place of 
chien-dent.


The 
Artist Printer for March contains two clever pieces of rule-work by Jule. W. Shaffer, New York. They represent the heads of little girls, full-face and profile. The former is the better of the two. « A Reporter and Compositor » advocates some wild views on punctuation. « The spacing should be an en quad in ordinary reading matter, and should be uniform throughout. Divisions should be made wherever the line breaks, with, of course, a hyphen to mark the division. This of course would not do for school-books,.. but in ordinary books would look much better than badly-spaced lines. » Ther-e is nothing new in the suggestion. Nearly a-ll illiterate boys adopt it in their first stick-full. A hyphen at the end of four lines out of every five looks well. In an amateur job held up to ridicule in the following number, the principle is partly adopted. We find « oceu-red, » « supe-rseded, » « pr-oven, » « without, » and others. American practice really seems to be tending in this direction. For the sake of even spacing, high-class magazines tolerate divisions that would speedily earn « the sack » for the perpetrator in any book-office in England.


In the 
National Publisher and Printer, « an old Printer » objects to the accepted division of the word England, and recommends « England. » If he be consistent, he will try « Lapland » and « Newfoundlands » as well.


A bright and lively exchange is the Chicago 
Ink Fiend, now in its third volume. Its only fault is its title. « Fiend » literally means enemy—in common usage an infernal one—and the grim figure in the engraved heading is a conventional representation of a specimen of the latter class. Now there is nothing in the contents of the paper to warrant the implied character. It comes to the typographer as a welcome friend, not as a foe. Why, therefore, should it assume the wolf's clothing? There is a « fiend » of some sort in the office, who invents strange words, such as « suse, » « knolik, » and « disgruntled. » A galley has been slipped into a late issue uncorrected—as may happen at times in the best regulated establishment.


The 
American Lithographer and Printer is facetious at the expense of a correspondent who asks for information regarding « the process of etching on wood. » Such a process was invented some four years ago by a Russian, and an account went the rounds of the trade papers. We had a brief note of the process, which is ingenious and quite practicable, in our issue for February, 1887; and we think it may be found in the 
Lithographer's own files.—The burden of editorial and technical writing having become too heavy for Mr F. Buehring, he will confine himself for the future to the technical portion of the paper, the editorial duties being undertaken by Mr George H. Davis.



Paper and Press for February and March has reached us by last mail. As usual, the latest mechanical improvements relating to the art are minutely described and intelligently discussed. No other trade journal enters so fully into these matters, or is so complete a record of the progress of invention. We have availed ourselves of part of a valuable article on type-composing machines. The editor is of opinion that « the color-printer is the coming mann » —not « any petty-job-printer who has tact enough to throw a little red ink into his work, » but one who must « possess sufficient skill to produce perfect register, must have correct ideas of the harmony of colors, the distribution of masses, the style of ornament called for, the character of type-faces, the tint of paper necessary to harmonize with the inks made use of, &c. » In short, he must be an artist. « The too common theory that color-work should only be used to obtain striking » effects must be abandoned, and the sooner the better. » This will show the practical style of the article, which proceeds to enter into many details. In the States, the color-printer has already appeared. In these colonies there are colored inks, but few printers who have any idea of their use, or having the idea, can find any field for its exercise. We have already remarked, that as a specimen of fine printing, 
Paper and Press is unsurpassed.


The 
Inland Printer for February is an excellent number. It contains the portrait of the Rev. W. Colenso which appeared in our last issue, with a biographical sketch by the editor of 
Typo. New Zealand this month is « to the fore, ii for in addition to the usual New Zealand letter, Mr Tom L. Mills contributes an article on the boy question, taking as his text a recent article of our own.


The 
B. C. Printer and Stationer has vastly improved its appearance by discarding its old brevier, and putting in a new fount. The new letter has a broad clean-cut face, and is both legible and beautiful. The old asterisks between the paragraphs should have been sent to the pot at the same time, as they look extra shabby beside the new fount.


« 
C'est, en vérité, une profession malheur-euse que celle d'imprimeur, » says our excellent contemporary the 
Gutenberg Journal. This may be freely rendered, « A printer's lot is not a happy one; » and such really appears to be the case in France. Not even in New Zealand is the unhappy man so harrassed with state regulations and restrictions. In this country, proofs are allowed to pasS by book-post, with all necessary marginal notes and comments. If the law relating to private correspondence is held to be transgressed, a penalty of double letter-postage is exacted. But in France, the instruction « 
priere de nous retoumer » is held to be a private communication, and a proof, the regular postage on which amounts to five centimes, is forthwith taxed fifteen francs! They evidently do not « manage these things better in France. » By the way, 
Typo is regularly fined a penny a week for alleged deficient postage on the 
Gutenberg Journal.


The London 
Printing Times keeps well ahead with original technical articles. In the March issue Mr W. H. Gass contributes details of some useful processes under the title of « Becent Developments in the Printing Trade, » and Mr T. B. Widdowson some valuable « Examination Papers in Lithography, » The same number contains an interesting account of the house of Messrs Hare & Co. Limited, wood-engravers and photo-zincographers, with a beautiful illustration from a half-tone process-block.


The 
American Art Printer for Jan-Feb. contains excellent portraits of Howard Lock-wood, of the 
American Bookmaker, American Stationer, Paper Trade Journal, and 
American Mail and Export Journal; also of « Nellie Bly, » (Miss Elizabeth Cochrane), who lately journeyed round the world in 72
d 6
h ll
m 14
s —thus beating the record of the fictitious Phineas Fogg by more than a week. The 
A. P. has some beautiful « process » supplements, and is full of original practical articles. Its eccentric comps. again bring out that same old initial J to do duty for T.


The 
Paper World for March opens with a very interesting account of « the Bellamys and the 
Daily News, » illustrated with excellent portraits of the brothers Charles James and Edward Bellamy—the latter of whom has come into prominence through his fanciful book « Looking Backward. » The 
Paper World has lately introduced a novelty in the form of a three-fold colored wrapper— six pages instead of the usual four.


The 
Printers' Review for March contains an interesting history of mechanical typecasting, by the veteran Mr David Bruce, inventor of the type-casting machine.—We notice that Messrs Golding will henceforth merge their 
Bulletin of Novelties into the 
Review.


The 
Typografiske og lithografiske Meddel-elser continues its interesting series of articles on the Copenhagen press of the olden time, and contains, as usual, some very delicate specimens of process-engraving.
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Trade Lists and Samples.


Mr E. W. Cole, Book Arcade, Melbourne,— Book-buyers' Guide, and Magazine of Choice Extracts, No. 29. Contains all the new books of importance, in some cases with descriptive notes and extracts.


Ph. Mayfarth & Co., Frankfurt a/M.— Illustrated catalogue of evaporators and cider and wine-presses. Among the latter we do not see any that could be used with advantage in typography.
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Messrs Wimble & Co., printers' brokers, have sent us a copy of the 
Evening Standard of 23rd April, containing a description of the new five-story warehouse erected by them in Little Collins-st., Melbourne.


There are more changes in American stamps. It is not many months since the 2-cent was altered from brown to green—it is now carmine, and very liable to be confused with the 4-cent. All stamps issued prior to 1861 are now repudiated by the U.S. postal department, and « though many are still believed to be outstanding, they must not be accepted by postmasters in payment of postage. Mattel-bearing these stamps, and offered for mailing must be treated as held for postage. » This seems scarcely honest on the part of Uncle Sam: but the holders need not be at much loss. Collectors will probably give full nominal value for stamps thirty years old.






Balmil joltum zuls is Volapük for 1890.


The United States tariff is just as inconsistent as that of any other country that attempts to adopt protection. The engravers are complaining in the trade papers that fashion cuts and other engravings are admitted duty-free, and ask for a prohibitive duty. No doubt they will get it. The vicious circle (or rather spiral) of trade restriction daily covers a larger area—and finds no end.


Archdeacon Stretch, of Victoria, is a clerical wag. He was once being bored by a parson named Cass, who had the hallucination that Napoleon was the subject of certain Scripture prophecies. Pressed for his reasons, he explained that « Napoleon » with the initial letter cut off gave « Apoleon » or « Apollyon. » « Ah, » replied the arehdeacon, « your own name with the initial letter cut off gives 'Ass,'but there's no revelation in that. »


A ridiculous encounter between two Dun-edin pressmen has caused some amusement. Not unfrequently the city correspondence column of country papers is used by newspaper men to introduce matters which they do not find it convenient to publish in town, and this is how the trouble arose in the present case. The Dunstan 
Times correspondent gossipped about some unpleasantness connected with the exhibition ball. Mr L., correspondent of the Cromwell 
Argus, retaliated, and accused the writer of malice. Mr K., the regular correspondent of the 
Times, took up the dispute under his own name, and wrote a reply of two columns, headed « In truth a pretty squabble, » which from its ponderosity, ought to have been crushing. He explained that the former letter was not written by himself, but by a friend, and accused the 
Argus writer of falsehood and scurrility. On this letter reaching Dunedin, Mr L. detected what he considered to be personal allusions, and calling upon Mr K., in his office, pulled his nose. His antagonist, in the approved melodramatic style, presented a revolver at Mr L., but did not shoot. The deadly weapon—as is usual with stage firearms—was not loaded. This was all, except that each of the principals sent a long account of the affair to his particular country paper, enlarging upon his own intrepidity and the poltroonery of his adversary—and that cross-actions for assault were taken, but did not come to a hearing, the matter being settled by mutual apologies.
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International Specimen Exchange.



In our last issue we acknowledged vol. x (1889) of the Printers' International Specimen Exchange. Not having seen any of the earlier volumes, we are unable to make comparisons. It is to be regretted that the unity of the original scheme has been broken, local exchanges on a narrower scale having been started in various places, which have not only weakened this one, but lack its most valuable feature—the annual collection, in one group, of the best work from all parts of the world. No national collection, however complete, can be of equal educational value with an international one. These volumes possess peculiar interest as recording the fashion of the time. Since the late Oscar Harpel gave ornamental printing so great a stimulus by the issue of his 
Typograph, remarkable progress has been made. When the first issues of the 
American Model Printer appeared, ten years ago, it was a revelation to those who were only familiar with ordinary plain work, occasionally enlivened by a border in bronze, or prominent lines brought out in red and blue. But most of the startling effects in the old 
Model are now out of date. Compared with the advanced work of recent years, the display is inartistic, and the color arrangements repellant. The volume before us not only marks progress, but indicates how great a field still remains for improvement. There are 406 specimens, all the quarters of the earth being represented, but the great majority—334—are from printers in the United Kingdom, Of the latter many are contributed by workmen, 33—and not the least creditable—being by apprentices. There is remarkable variety in style and quality, from the finest work, to specimens which as the editor says, « set one's teeth on edge. » The best work shows the predominance of three countries in the styles of type peculiarly their own—England for body-letters; America for fancy type; and Germany for borders. Of the German houses, Schelter & Giesecke are the best known—their fine borders are everywhere. One in particular—the lovely Gothic which is equally available for one, two, or three colors—appears in many of the finest jobs. The American combinations do not even make a good second—the job in which they are most effectively used is one from the Liberty Press, Wexford, in which also a good effect—very commonly neglected—is produced by two printings in the same color. There are contributions from all the chief European capitals; and they clearly prove that Germany is allowed to do the type-designing for the whole continent. Our own library of specimens must by this time be fairly complete, as we do not see a single fancy letter in the whole book, or a border—save a single combination—which we are unable to identify. The few specimens of copper-plate and lithe-work are good—we specially note an excellent landscape in colors by Troedel, Melbourne—but they seem a little out of place in a work almost wholly typographic. The specimens are arranged alphabetically according to the names of contributors, and the first—a card from the Actiengesellschaft für Schriftgiesserei—is a very neat specimen in German style. A good deal of use—not always judicious—has been made of the Kampe's tint and Baker's stereographic processes. As a general rule, the press-work is beautifully sharp and clean; but while nearly every specimen has some special excellence, comparatively few attain the highest standard in all points—that is to say, in artistic design, well-balanced display, and harmony of color. Some are little else than elaborate studies of border, the display of the lines being weak. The German specimens are generally characterized by great accuracy of composition, with somewhat heavy style; but in this latter respect one English job would be hard to surpass. It is composed of seven borders (one a double design) set outside of each other, and printed in strong colors. The entire border—for a quarto page—is two inches wide! One beautifully-printed job is noticeable for inappropriate ornaments. It refers to a hand-bell concert, and has four sportiug corners, and a central vignette of a wide-mouthed frog. There are some interesting examples of rule-work, one being a sketch of a web-machine, by an apprentice. A curious litho-typo specimen is from Cologne. It is the business circular of a pork-butcher (appropriately named Hamm), and is adorned with hogs treated in a very original decorative style. As a simple, neat, and effective job, with a judicious scheme of color, we may note the card of the Manchester technical school exhibition of printing. Another with a brighter scheme of tints, and worthy of high commendation, is by Mr H. Richardson, Greenwich. A very tasteful card is contributed by Mr W. Myers, Southport, and the 
Visiter office in the same city sends some admirable specimens. But we have no space to enumerate the works in detail. We note that free use is made of Caslon's two-line pica « Ivy » and his new corners; but as a rule the ornaments are from abroad. New-Zealand is represented this year for the first time—we hope it will not be the last.
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Specimens of Printing.


The clearance-card of the Canterbury Typographical Association, of which copies have been sent to us, is a neatly-designed and well-printed piece of color-work, and does credit to the 
Times job-room.—Messrs W. H. Foden & Co., Timaru, send us a neat and attractive business-card in three colors.—A correspondent sends us a copy of a testimonial, in gold, green, and rose-madder, very well printed on a Main machine, by Mr J. Caygill, at the Union office, Christchurch.


Mr C. Spencer, photographer, of Tauranga, has sent us some very fine prints produced by the heliotype process. They consist of three views of the port of Tauranga, a river scene, and two plates representing native shells. The latter are intended to illustrate a forthcoming work on the subject, and we hope that the letter-press may be equal in quality to the illustrations. The pictures are reproduced with all the softness of shade and perfection of detail possessed by the original photograph. Mr Spencer is prepared to reproduce any negative sent to him, and as he is the only artist in the colony who prints by this beautiful process, he should find a good field for his skill.
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From Catamarca, Argentina, we have the first numbers of 
El Sincero, a small sixteen-column sheet, devoted to 
de intereses generales. It is a miscellany of news and literature, but we do not find anything in it pertaining to the Craft. The director and proprietor is Señor J. A. Villacorta.


Mr John Law Kirkbride, proprietor and editor of the Rangitikei 
Advocate, has applied for a patent for improvements in the means of raising, lowering, and securing window-sashes.


The body of E. P. Walker, managing editor of the New York 
Cosmopolitan Magazine-, was found on 1st May floating in the North River. The coroner's jury found a verdict of accidental drowning.


Mr F. Warbrick, who has been in the Bay of Plenty 
Times office for the past seven years, is leaving for the 
Gazette office, Brisbane, Q. Mr Warbrick is captain of the local football team, and was one of the party who made the English tour. The 
Times says he is a steady and expert workman.


A lecturer has offended the Wanganui 
Herald by asserting that there are « impure villains » in the colony. It says we have not had them yet in New Zealand (happy land!) and that such language is unfitted for an « intelligent democratic community. » The use of this last adjective in and out of season, is a curious characteristic of certain newspapers. It is becoming a kind of meaningless expletive.


Mr Salitzer, owner of the New York 
World, with three of the editorial staff of the same paper, were indicted for libel on 30th April on charges made by Judge Hilton, executor of the immense Stewart estate. Hilton had been charged with preying upon the estate and robbing and defrauding Stewart's widow". The 
World invites the fullest investigation, and meets the indictment by promises to publish further revelations of the executor's perfidy.


The alleged libel on Mr Eddy, chief commissioner of the New South Wales railways, was contained in a newspaper letter, and was to the effect that his friends and relatives had in many cases been appointed to offices in the department. Mr Solomon Josephs, proprietor of the Tamworth 
News, to escape the proceedings instituted against him, divulged the name of the writer—an ex-servant of the department—against whom Mr Eddy has now taken criminal proceedings.


Another farewell presentation has taken place in the office of the Wellington 
Press, Mr Mark Maxton, of the publishing department, who has been connected with the paper almost from the first, being about to remove to Greytown, was on the 3rd inst. presented by Mr B. S. Hawkins, on behalf of the staff, with a handsomely-bound collection of musical works. The runners, headed by their chief, Mr C. Lucas, also signified their esteem by presenting Mr Maxton with a handsome gold pencil-case.


Gore, Southland, possesses a mayor whose fantastic tricks before high heaven furnish a continual theme for newspaper comment. He is more like a Gilbert-and-Sullivan creation than a nineteenth-century colonist. He threatened, in mediaeval fashion, to slit the nose of Mr S. Edwards, solicitor and 
Witness correspondent, and the man of law and letters hit him in the eye. The local justices, to vindicate the law, inflicted a nominal tine on Mr Bdwards, but expressed their magisterial opinion that he was perfectly justified by the code of honor.
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A new printing office for the stamp printer is to be erected in Wellington.


The Brisbane (Q.) 
Telegraph is having new offices erected at a cost of nearly £26,000.


Mr J. C. Brown, 
m.h.r., has retained Sir R. Stout in a libel action against the Dunedin 
Workman on account of certain articles reflecting on a Clutha gold-mining company.


The Sydney 
Bulletin, having published some idle gossip about the relations of the 
Daily Telegraph with its late editor, Mr Ward, has been served with a writ for libel.


Mr P. Galvin, formerly of this district (says the Palmerston 
Times), has become lessee of the 
Yea Chronicle, a nice-looking little paper published in Victoria.


« Police 
v. Press » is the heading of an item in the Wellington papers. It refers to a football match on the 4th May. The police were the heaviest, but the press won by three tries to two.


Mr J. P. Maitland having served the Oamaru 
Mail with a writ for £500 damages on account of some criticisms in connexion with a sale of crown lands, the newspaper has expressed its regret, and its conviction that Mr Maitland's ballotting was perfectly fair and above suspicion.



Illustrated America is the name of a magnificently illustrated paper which has lately appeared in New York.


The Napier 
News has published an apology to Mr H. H. Murdoch, of Hastings, for some very offensive references to that gentleman in a correspondent's letter.


Mr Joseph Ivess has decided to publish a daily paper in Newcastle, N.S.W. The first copy was to be issued at the end of the present month. This will make the second daily paper at Newcastle.


The Wellington 
Times has been purchased by Capt. Baldwin, formerly managing director of the Dunedin 
Guardian. Now that it has a new proprietor it may introduce new type and a few new ideas, and make a fresh start. It will be changed from eight pages to four.


Another Maori paper—or rather newspaper in the Maori language—is projected. It is to be published at Napier, and conducted by Mr James Grindell, a competent Maori scholar, who formerly edited 
Te Waka Maori. The title has not been announced.


The Kumara 
Times is in the market. The paper was started in September, 1876, as an evening daily, and has been a successful concern. The proprietor, Mr C. Janion, is about to visit his friends in the old country, after an absence of more than thirty years.


For the second time in four months, the Wairarapa 
Observer has changed hands, the latest purchaser being Mr W. M. McKenzie, who has been connected with the Wairarapa 
Daily since 1872. « Our Carterton friends, » says the 
Daily, « are fortunate in securing the services of so capable and genial a journalist. »


The Queensland postal authorities have been « drawing the line. » The 
Dead Bird, a Sydney weekly several degrees more foul than the ordinary « society » papers, and the 
Stockwhip, a scurrilous freethought organ, are not permitted to pass through the post-office.


The building now in construction for the 
Field, Queen, Law Times, and other papers belonging to the same proprietory, in Chancery Lane, is being fitted up regardless of expense, and will be, when completed, the finest printing office in Great Britain.


We are in receipt of the first number of the 
Egmont Settler, published at Stratford, Taranaki, and « circulating in the Inglewood, Midhirst, Waipuka, Waitara, Stratford, Eltham, Ngaire, Manaia, Opunake, Normanby, and Hawera districts. » It is a double-royal sheet of 32 columns, published semi-weekly, by Mr W. H. G. Spurdle, and edited by Mr E. G. Allsworth. In the title, « Egmont » is spelt with a cap G. Such errors are common enough in type headings, but this is the first slip of the kind we have seen in a specially engraved title. In the leading article, the editor announces his intention to encourage healthy rivalry between the several centres, but to discourage petty jealousies. We fear that the size of the sheet is rather large for the district. There are over sixteen 23-inch colums of reading-matter in the first number, which represents thirty-three columns a week, mostly brevier—(more than some of the country dailies supply)—and the advertising support is not in proportion.


Mr Twopenny has resigned his position as editor of the Otago 
Daily Times. He is an enthusiast on the subject of exhibitions, and the refusal of the proprietors to allow him to advocate the project of transferring the New Zealand exhibits to London and opening an exhibition there, is believed to have led to his resignation.


Mr William Jarvis Harker, well-known in Hawke's Bay, advertises the prospectus of 
Labour, « a Democratic Journal, … to be Owned, Written, and Published solely by and in the interests of the Workers. » Mr Harker has fallen out with the press generally, including the local « democratic » paper, which will explain the tremendous sarcasm of the following sentences: « It will run no bank overdraft, nor be mortgaged to any Land or Loan Company. It will neither admit Conservative Hacks, however smart, nor Rats, on its Staff. » It is doubtful whether 
Labour will ever become an accomplished fact. The prodigious escape of gas in the prospectus should be a sufficient (and much less expensive) relief to the promoter.
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Obituary.


An English telegram of 1st May records the death at the age of 72, of Edwin Waugh, the popular Lancashire poet.


Home exchanges record the death (date not given) of Mr Hargrave Jennings, well-known as a writer on « the occult sciences, » and a great authority on the Rosicrucians and their mysteries.


Mr T. T. Clarkson, a very old and well-known reporter, died at Ryde, Isle of Wight, on 26 December, aged 75. He had been for forty years on the 
Daily News staff, and served under Charles Dickens's father, in the Parliamentary Gallery.


On the 20th February, Mr John Lovell, editor of the 
Liverpool Mercury, from bronchitis, following an attack of influenza. He occupied a prominent position, both in politics and literature, in Liverpool for the past nine years. Before joining the 
Mercury, Mr Lovell had been editor of 
Cassell's Magazine, and afterwards manager of the Press Association.


Mr John Blair, late manager of the Marr typefoundry, died early in March, in Edinburgh, in his 71st year. He was a man of active mind and much ability. He was the principal editor of the 
North British Express during the time it existed. He was a Chartist leader, a prominent Freemason and Oddfellow, and a poet— « the bard of Odd-fellowship and Chartism. » In typefounding he was a conservative, and wrote strongly to the 
Printer's Register against reform in type-bodies. « Mr Blair » says the 
Register, « was esteemed by all who knew him. »


On the 19th February, at Blackheath, Mr William Frederick Rock, formerly head of the firm of Rock Bros. & Payne, manufacturing stationers, in his 89th year. Mr Rock was many years ago in partnership with the late Mr Thomas De la Rue, commencing business with him in 1821. He retired from business seven years ago, the concern being sold to a company, who retain the old name. Mr Rock, who was never married, was very active in works of benevolence, and gave no less than £60,000 to his native town of Barnstaple for a public park and other useful purposes.
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Napier, New Zealand. Printed and Published by 
Robert Co-upland Harding, at his registered Printing Office, Hastings-street.—May, 1890.
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Design in Typography 
Ribbon Developments.



XLII.




Simplicity rather than variety was the object of the next development, a series of ribbon end-pieces produced in 1879 by the Caslon Foundry. In introducing them to the Trade the editor of the Circular very truly wrote in reference to previous designs of the kind: « We have been surprised and disappointed to see them so little made use of, and in many cases, when used, the legitimate effect entirely lost through the blundering of the compositor. The absence of artistic taste in the British workman has never been more conspicuously displayed than in the many grossly absurd designs which we have seen perpetrated with Ribbon Type, Banner Border, and Combination Flowers. The capabilities of Combination Flowers have never been half tested—much less exhausted. » The article proceeded to compare the English comp unfavorably with his American and continental fellow-workman; and expressed a hope that the study of drawing in the national schools would in time influence the quality of general printing. Eleven years have passed since that article appeared, and the forecast has to a large extent been realized. The artistic quality of English printing has decidedly improved. After this preamble it is needless to say that the new designs were simple—in fact nothing could be more simple.




[image: ]


—It would require a perverse ingenuity indeed to make any mistake in composing pieces like this, and their very simplicity prevents any great variety in their application. It is true that in the specimen-page some trouble was taken to elaborate the design. The wide ribbon was set perpendicularly, and crossed obliquely by narrow ones; but we rarely find a comp attempting work like this, except in the first exuberance of his feelings when he lays hands on a new combination. The interior measure of the widest ribbon—3 ems—is too narrow to make it of any practical use as an upright scroll; and the device of crossing ribbons obliquely is not worth the time or trouble it involves in justification. It is only in straight-ahead work that these end-pieces are of practical use, and they have the advantage of admitting larger lines than former ribbons. Each was cast in six sizes, the smallest taking a brevier line, the largest a three-line pica. No. 2 series, having a thin line top and bottom, allowed the ends to be used reversibly; No. 1 did not.




[image: ]


No other ribbon appeared in 1879 except that which constituted the third section of MacKellar's Japanese, combination—an altogether new and startling development of typographic ornament, of which we had something to say in our second volume. As a type-ribbon we have seen it effectively used—but only, of course, in two-color work. It contains nine characters, as follows:




[image: ]


The slope of the ribbon is 30°, the same as the oblique quads supplied by the same foundry with the « Zigzag » and similar patterns, so that there is no difficulty in justifying type-lines in register. The ribbon, which is 2 ems pica wide, allows a full-bodied pica line to be worked upon it. In some cases variety may be produced by the introduction of the large ornaments, and the ribbon may be crossed or reflected if desired.




[image: ]


It is available chiefly for ornamental label-work. As a type-ribbon, it is necessarily limited in use to two-color work; and its usefulness is further limited by its one-sidedness or absence of opposites to the characters provided—a far too common defect in American combina-ations.


Close upon this Japanese combination followed another by Bruce, of New York, whose design also included a ribbon very similar in character, but further developed. It contained seventeen characters, and was fully supplied with right- and left-hand folds and terminals.


The next development in the evolution of the ribbon occurred in 1880, when the Johnson Foundry came out with the « Zig-zag » combination.
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A former member of the 
Pall Mall Gazette's staff has just returned to London from the United States, after some seven months spent in studying American journalism by the practical process of earning his daily bread as a working journalist. He has come back impressed with three great ideas—first, that the profession of journalist is harder in New York than in London; secondly, that the growth of trusts establishing a monopoly of articles of necessity is the portentous peril that threatens American development; and thirdly, that the Pope has far more power in the States than in any Papal country in the Old World. The papers are afraid to print a word to which the priests take exception. As for the development of trusts, he reports that the chief capitalist of the Standard Oil Trust has accumulated a fortune of £32,000,000, and that the growth of the colossal monopolies is giving an extraordinary impetus to the formation of associations, whose gospel is Edward Bellamy's « Looking Backward. » That book—the Socialist's vision of the new heaven and the new earth—is still in great vogue all over the Union, and may yet produce notable results.


Mistakes are to be expected in a book like Dilke's « Problems of Greater Britain » —the wonder is that there are not more of them. The Wellington Press says:— « Turning to New Zealand we are amazed to learn on the authority of Sir Harry Atkinson that the New Zealand paper-manufacturers who were unable to hold their own without Protection have after a short period of Protection become able to manufacture paper enough for the islands and to sell at the same rate at what paper can be brought from Australia or from Europe! A general statement of this kind is excessively misleading. The paper-mills in the colony produce nothing but wrapping-papers, and the paper-bag manufactories make these wrappers up. We have no means of ascertaining the number of mills or the number of hands employed, as the publication of theitable in the Blue Books is discontinued since 1886. But probably the home manufacture of paper bags is about £8,000 value against £7,000 imported, and the manufactured wrapping about a value of £7,000 home manufacture against £6,000 imported. The whole imports of paper of all kinds amounted to a value of £94,000 in 1888, and show a large increase in quantity with a considerable diminution in price in the largest line from the year 1881. »
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Our Correspondents.



Christchurch
, 26 May, 1890.




Trade dull generally, and many comps out of employment.


I am sorry to have to state that Mr W. V. Hamilton, editor of the 
Canterbury Times, has had to relinquish his position on that journal through ill-health.


Mr H. E. Muir, who was editor of the 
Timaru Evening Mail at the time it ceased publication, has been appointed to a similar position on the 
Ashburton Mail during Major Steward's absence in Wellington on Parliamentary duties.


Mr Rice, one of the 
Press comps, has been laid up for some considerable time, and as the result of a concert recently held on his behalf £54 4s 6d was the other day handed to him.


At a recent meeting of the Board of Management of the Canterbury Typographical Association, the sum of £5 was voted to the Petone Mill hands. It was also decided to send to the various unions, Friendly Societies, and public bodies, a list of offices working under the rules of the Association.


Mr Angus Turner has disposed of his job-printing office to Messrs Brown & Gates, late employes of Mr Weekes, and the new firm have joined the Master Printers' Association, and have also expressed their intention of recognising the rules of the Canterbury Typographical Association. Mr Turner has gone to Sydney, where it is his intention to enter into business if he can see a good opening.


It having been stated by the Typographical Association at a recent meeting of the Trades and Labor Parliamentary Committee, that the Christchurch City Council was likely to let the contract for printing its burgess roll at a ridiculously low price, which would preclude the tenderer paying Union wages, and be detrimental to the interests of those employers who did so, the following resolution was carried: — « That this Council greatly regrets that so important a body as the Christchurch City Council should entertain the idea of accepting any tender at a price which would render the payment of Union wages impossible. » I believe that a deputation from the Master Printers' Association also waited on the City Council, but I am not in a position to state with what result.


It was also resolved at the above Parliamentary Committee's meeting— « That a deputation wait on the Anglican Bishop, to request his influence in preventing the letting of the diocesan printing contract to any firm not paying Union wages. » The Bishop, in reply to the deputation, promised to enquire into the matter, and use his influence in the direction requested.


I stated in my last lettter that Mr J. Joyce, 
m.h.r., had taken up the question of uniformity of text-books in our public schools, and at the meeting of the Board of Education, held on May 29, he moved, according to notice:— « (1) That from and after the 1st January, 1892, there shall be a uniformity of reading-books and text-books in the North Canterbury district, in order to lessen the cost which parents are put to in purchasing new books when removing their children from one school district to another school district; and to show this Board by the Inspector's examination from one set of text-books and reading-books the relative progress of different schools. (2) That the Secretary and the Inspectors be requested to name in a report, to be furnished at the next meeting of this Board, such reading-books and text-books as will be most suitable for the use of the schools. » Mr Joyce presented a petition from ninety parents in favor of the proposal, and pointed out that the Otago Board of Education had passed a similar resolution and selected a list of books to be used in their schools. If they had a uniformity of books it would lessen the cost to parents. He gave as an illustration the case of a person who had come to reside at Lyttelton. He had had to pay 30s to provide a new set of books for his children. Work for 1000 hands in the colony would be provided if it were known that a certain list of books were required. The parents were put to enormous expense through the annual changes made. After considerable discussion, in the course of which it was suggested that the matter should be postponed for a time, Mr Joyce said he would substitute the following motion, which was agreed to unanimously:— « That a Committee of this Board, consisting of the Chairman, and Messrs Wright, Anson, Weston, and Meredith, be appointed to consider to what extent a uniformity of reading-books and text-books in the public schools of the North Canterbury district can be secured, in order to lessen the cost which parents are put to in purchasing new books when removing their children from one school district to another school district, and to report to this Board. » I mentioned last month that the Parliamentary Committee of the Trades and Labor Council had passed a resolution on the su bject.
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Inventions, Processes, and Wrinkles.




Automatic Paper-Cutter and Printer.—


The system now so much in favor of using wrapper-paper from the roll, has given rise to an invention by a genius in St. Louis. He combines a printing attachment to the roll, which is operated at each revolution. A separate attachment enables bags and flat papers also to be printed.






Oblique Bodies.—


The occasional practice of casting sloping founts on oblique bodies is not by any means new; but we believe that the useful improvement now made use of by Gustave Mayeur, of Paris, is. In his « Algerian Ornate, » the two larger sizes are cast in the usual style for oblique type, with three-sided quads at the end to make the lines lock up true. In the smallest size there is a considerable advance on this practice. Every letter is cast with a projection


[image: ]
on one side and a corresponding slot on the other. This locks the letters, and prevents the types from slipping out of line, as they infallibly do in the ordinary system. A small three-sided space, which is scarcely necessary, is provided to fill the opening in the first letter. The only defect we see in these obliquely-east letters is, that it is impossible to make a full line with them. In the larger styles, the slope above the letter keeps it at least an em from the end of the measure.






Cold-melting Apparatus for Lithographers.—


The Senefelder export house (Krebs), Frankfort-on-the-Main, has introduced an apparatus patented in Germany, by means of which powdered resin, which is dusted over litho-stones or zinc-plates before etching, is melted without heat. It is possible with this apparatus to cover any engraving, crayon, or pen-drawing on stone or zinc with the necessary coat of resin, and to etch it within a few minutes. The solution of the resin is effected by the vapor of ether, and the advantages gained by using the apparatus are principally due to a movable car and adjustable ether-plates, all danger of spoiling the work by touching the plate or stone being thereby avoided. A further advantage lies in the facility with which the resin may be melted on a part of the surface only, by passing the car rapidly over other parts, thus exempting them from the effects of the ether-vapor. The work is never, as in other methods, removed from view.—
American Lithographer and Printer. [There seems some confusion of terms here, « melting » being used in place of « dissolving. » The practical effect, however, appears to be the same.]






Gelatinography.—


Under this name has been introduced a system of producing newspaper illustrations, which appears to be the simplest yet in use. A black glass plate or a tin plate coated with black varnish, such as is used by sign painters, is covered with plaster-of-paris (which must be of the best quality and reduced to a fine powder) to about the thickness of a four-sheet card. To the plaster is added some alumn and some sulphate of barium, and a small proportion of glycerine or of gelatine solution to prevent the coating from becoming too brittle. The mixture, in the consistency of a pulp, is applied with a soft camel-hair brush, and allowed to dry. The artist, with a lithographic needle, may then engrave any design or sketch with the greatest ease; the drawing, as the plate is laid bare, appearing in black on a white ground. Errors are easily remedied by filling-in with the preparation. With ordinary roller-composition (to which some solution of bichromate of ammonia has been added) a stereo is now taken from the mould, and when properly mounted it will be found to work in a typographic press, and to be as durable as an electrotype. The bichromate should be dissolved in the proportion of 1 oz. to 1 pint distilled water; to this add J-oz. alcohol. The greater the proportion of bichromate, the harder the plate; but it should have some elasticity. Too great a proportion of the bichromate will make it leathery.
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Mr J. Passmore Edwards has promised £20,000 towards the erection and endowment of the Bethnal Green Free Library, the sole conditions being that the institute be erected in a central and convenient position, and be free to the public.


In an article on inventions, the American 
Engineer strongly advises inventors to dispose of their rights while the patent is still fresh from the office. It says: « Let inventors remember, for their own good, that an undeveloped unmarketed invention is of no more value than the paper the patent is written on. It has possibilities, no doubt, but these last are intangible, and before they can be converted into dollars and cents another head must be called in, and as his risks are greater than the inventor's, he must have an adequate reward. Every patent of any prospective value, even, has to be litigated sooner or later, and this costs money; its value is not established until the absolute priority of the patent is settled ».
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Recent Specimens.



Every month we have proofs of the increasing specimen-book, with supplementry sheets, in which we note many new and useful productions. At the end of the book we find a collection of the extras, peculiars, and accents cast by this house to long-primer, which occupies three pages, and represents some three thousand characters—and even then is not exhaustive, for the italic small-caps, plain and accented, with which our own fount is supplemented, do not appear. No other sizes are shown; but the liberal supply of extras to one fount may be taken to indicate a similar abundance of bookwork requisites on other bodies. Several new faces of body-letter are shown, maintaining the high reputation of the British houses for beauty and uniformity of cut. It is significant that the latest faces are modern—not old-style. Of substantial and serviceable job-letters, we note grotesque No. 4 from pearl to 8-line, antique No. 12, nonpareil to 8-line, and a new condensed sanserif, No. 5. We confess that we do not exactly know what class the term « grotesque » is intended to indicate. It appears to be synonymous with the well-understood word « sanserif. » Antique


[image: ]
No. 1, with its sharp square serifs and almost uniform thickness of stroke, is probably newly cut, but after an old pattern, not much in favor now. Black No. 5 in six sizes, is a very handsome letter, with ornamental caps, in the modern German style. We find the « Celtic » series completed as low as brevier, the light and pretty « Corinthian » to nonpareil; and a new design (after the « Lafayette » style) entitled « Mexican, » in great-primer and double-pica. Two old-fashioned borders are shown, on great-primer and double-pica respectively. There are a number of vignettes (1045 to 1053) in the landscape style now in vogue, some of which are very pretty. We think this is only a passing fashion, the style of decoration being necessarily so foreign to the subject in most classes of work. The series of old-style headpieces has been enriched by some new and very beautiful designs. A set of six, (998-1003) 21-em measure, are conventional patterns in the mediseval style, with heavy stippled backgrounds and light borders. By the omission of the borders, a very good set to 19-em measure would be produced. A set of ten larger ones (1010-1019)—the same measure, but a full inch deep, are landscape subjects in a light sketchy style, suggestive of etched work. They represent fishing, ploughing, lake and canal scenery, &c. Nine smaller landscape studies (1020-1028), 20x5 ems, are exquisitely finished. Six more, the same size (1029-1034), are finely executed fanciful subjects, representing the adventures of nude infants with insects, crabs, &c, of colossal proportions.


Caslon has produced a new and striking combination, of 16 characters, under the name of the « Walls » border, which is deserving of the highest commendation, or open to damaging criticism, according to the way in which it is regarded. The idea is that of an ivied wall, with corners representing birds at the top, and ferns and insects at the foot, the whole surrounded by a nonpareil tint. The drawing and engraving are excellent, the only fault being a slight occasional irregularity in the tint at the points of junction. Ten years ago, this combination would have been far more highly esteemed than it will be now. It is not an artistic success, though a great improvement on the « Floriated » of the Central Typefoundry, the only other combination in any way resembling this. The artistic defect of the design is that it is neither conventional nor realistic. It is in the region of « type-pietures, » and is not a good picture. We are at a loss to account for the marginal tint
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This alone is sufficient to destroy the intended effect. The wall and ivy are sharply defined for the breadth of a great-primer all round, and then suddenly disappear, leaving a white space for the type. A realistic wall combination is quite practicable—in fact has been wrought out ere now simply with rule and tints. To be a success, it should cover the whole ground with the exception of so much as is cut sharply off by rule to represent a poster or board. To break the stiffness, ivy or other creepers might be made to stray over this boundary-line into the portion allotted to the text. Then the eye would be satisfied with the effect. Now that Caslon has cleared the way, something of this kind is sure to follow.


The Marr Typefounding Company, Limited, Edinburgh, send us a beautifully printed specimen of jobbing founts, eight pages quarto, three columns to the page. There is an admirable and varied selection of useful styles; among which we do not notice any with which we are not familiar. The nomenclature varies from that of other books. Thus Caslon's « Ecclesiastic » is shown under the name of « Saxon Black, » and « Lafayette » is styled « Ornate. » This is perplexing to the printer, who has already too many arbitrary names to bear in mind.


From M. Gustave Mayeur, Paris, we have a parcel of specimens noticeable as much for fine printing as for the high quality of the type. A little calendar, worked in tints and colors, with a Japanese fan in rule-work, is quite a gem, and brings in a remarkable number of borders and ornaments without overcrowding. Some of the business cards issued by the firm are enclosed, and are of tasteful and striking design. We have more examples of a specialty of this firm— some grand romans and italics after 17th and 18th century models, but cut with a uniformity and precision far beyond what the old engravers could accomplish. Sample types accompanying the specimens enable us to show all three sizes of the handsome « Algerian


[image: ]
Ornate » noted by us last year. We were then unaware of anything special in the casting of this style; but we find it to be on an oblique body, with a marked peculiarity in the form, as described in another part of this month's issue. The bodies are 30-, 42-, and 56-point. This style will commend itself to tasteful job-printers.


The Lindsay Foundry, New York, send us card specimens of their new styles, most of which we have noted already. The pretty « Mathilde » appears in two smaller sizes, 18- and 12-point. « Edith » is a neat sans, the perpendicular lines projecting above and below the line. « Irene » is a wide shaded old-style tint-faced antique—a kind of letter that is now somewhat out of fashion. It is provided with word-ornaments.
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Two Wellington dailies, a week or two ago, one in a leader and the other in its current notes, treated us to « the 
oi polloi, » « the 
hoi polloi. » The mistake, perhaps in one case a mere inadvertence (even a newspaper reporter would not, I think, write « the 
l'Espérance, » « the 
la Redoutable » ), in giving the definite article first in English and then in Greek, is more pardonable than the unnecessary use, or rather misuse, of the phrase. Each writer seemed to think that 
hoi polloi is a synonym for the profane vulgar, the 
plebs—a word that is not in common newspaper use, or down it would have gone on paper. One cannot object to borrowing a word from any tongue if it has not an exact or nearly exact synonym in English, or if the English equivalents are worn threadbare or have too wide a significance; but most of these lately-adopted words and phrases serve no purpose but to mystify the uninstructed, and to vex the compositor by sending him to the italic case first to set the words up, and again to correct the type; for what newspaper writer takes the pains to pen his foreign phrases plainly enough for them to be setup without « literals »? The schoolboy's translation of the phrase gives, I believe, its accustomed meaning in Greek writers —the many, the multitude. » We have English equivalents, and one need not go to the Greek, unless one has in mind some particular passage in Plato in which the word occurs; but this, we may be sure, the writers had not. There is a prominent member of the House of Bepresentatives whose favorite term of emphasis is 
in toto. « I object to the honorable gentleman's proposal 
in toto: » by which he means not « upon the whole, in general, » which is the proper meaning of the phrase; nor always even « totally, » which is that usually intended by those who use it (as so used, according to the dictionaries the phrase has not classical authority); but « emphatically » —as unworthy of consideration. 
In toto seems a useless phrase to introduce into English speech. The slip in grammar that I noticed above—the doubled article—reminds me of a difficulty in regard to Maori proper names. Some native names of places in common usage retain the definitive 
te. Is it correct to print « the Te Awamutu Township, » « the Te Aute School »? The collocation has an ugly sound, but it may, I suppose, be defended as grammatically correct, for obviously the English article qualifies « township, » « school; » the proper name here is rather a compound adjective than a noun in apposition. I noticed long ago that Mr Carleton, for many years member for the Bay of Islands and at one time editor of the 
Southern Cross at Auckland, avoided the use of « the » before the name of a tribe beginning with « Ngati- » —considering, I presume, the 
nga to be the plural definite article agglutinated to the name. We might print « the Arawa, » but not « the Ngatimaniapoto. » Sir F. D. Bell, the present Agent-General, good Maori linguist, I believe, observed the same rule. Williams's Dictionary gives: « 
ati, n., a word used only in the names of tribes or clans…..
Ngati, probably a contraction for 
nga ati, as Ngatimaru, etc. » I have somewhere seen this derivation disputed: but, whether it be correct or not, the Maoris themselves seem to so understand the syllable, for, though you find the arthritic particles (as Dr Maunsell calls them) 
ko and 
a before tribal names beginning with 
Ngati-, you will never find the real definite article so placed. I have looked into Mr John White's 
Ancient History of the Maori, to satisfy myself on this point. There we find, in the Maori original, « te Atiawa, » or « Ngatiawa, » 
&c. But Mr White has not followed Mr Carleton's rule in the translations, and possibly even some Maori scholars would style it a piece of pedantry. Probably it is knowledge of the etymology of the word that has led to « Alcoran » being of late years discarded by all English writers for the more correct « Koran. »


A paragraph in 
Typo of April opens the question whether it is proper to invent distinctions to be made in print that cannot be made in speech. The Editor will find many to agree with him that phonetic spelling would not result in any appreciable confusion of meanings, and that the innovations of 
vyce, pi, etc., are indefensible. There is, however, this to be said for some of these variations: that the oldest word of each sound is not now phonetically spelt, but carries its history and its first or more common meaning in the spelling. Why should a new word be also mis-spelt? (In the ease of 
pi, which is, I think, an American invention, there is etymological connexion, of course: 
pie, mixed type; 
pie, a magpie; 
pie, in the English Prayer-book; and 
pica, a size of type, have a common derivation.) An example comes to my eye while writing this. Carlyle says of De Quincey and his dependence on magazines for a living, « launched 
so into the literary career of ambition and mother of dead dogs. » — 
(Reminiscences of T. Carlyle, vol. i., p. 257). The spelling « mother » suggests parentage, and would suggest nothing else to most readers, who would be merely in doubt whether it was the magazines, taken collectively, or the practice of writing for them, or the great city to which De Quincey was turning his steps, that begat the dead dogs. (Carlyle elsewhere applies the like expression to the City of London.) Without much doubt, however, « mother » here is Skeet's third word of this spelling, meaning « lees, sediment. » Skeet says, « The form should really be 
madder, as it is nothing but an extension of 
mud. » If the spelling of « muther » were established for this word in the phrases « mother of wine, » &c, it would be more nearly phonetic, and would prevent mistake as to meaning and derivation. Of course we cannot spell phonetically without an extension of the present alphabet; but there is a centre sound, I think, to each vowel that is generally recognised even by children.


A Wellington newspaper day after day some weeks ago, and again last week, described a person who held an exhibition of babies in that city, and who afterwards slipped away without distributing the prizes, as « the baby showman. » He should have been called « the baby-show man. » If he was himself a baby he rivalled the infant Hermes in precocity.
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Despite sinister rumors and assertions (says the 
Stationery Trades Journal) the circulation of 
The Times is constantly and steadily increasing, and was never so high as it is at the present moment.


« Puff, » in the Wellington 
Press, writes:—I see that Lord Salisbury said what you have often urged, that the present demands of labor meant ruin to all small concerns.—No doubt; it's perfectly true, but did you see that the federated Wharf Carters', Expressmen's, and Storemen's Union in Dunedin resolved to uphold the 
Evening Herald, though it was not working under the Typographical Union.—Oh, that was liberal!—Yes, they said the paper wasn't rolling in wealth, and that if trades unions supported it that would probably be remedied.—Good on them! They see that it's of the highest importance to maintain the liberty of the press, and the independence of journalism.



Apropos of the compounding of words, it is time to enter a strong protest against the division into halves of reduplicate nouns. New Zealand comps are great sinners in this respect. It is absolutely incorrect to write Tuki Tuki, Onga Onga, Para Para, for Tukituki, Ongaonga, and Parapara, and there are some scores of other native names that come under the same category. Going farther afield, we find the Australian printers almost invariably set Buln Buln, Wagga Wagga, Wonga Wonga, &c, though they would not think of setting « Wooloo Mooloo » or « Murrum Bidgee. » Americans, too, write « Sing Sing. » What unwritten law induces the comp to break proper names whenever the two halves are alike?


Another wonderful book reaches us from Foster, Roe, & Crone, of Chicago. Ten years ago the idea that such effects as we have here were produced by typography would have been ridiculed by the most advanced printers. Even now, there is not a page of the hundred-and-four before us that is not full of originality, and unlike the work of any other printers in the world. The hand of Mr Foster, the senior partner, is visible throughout. Many of the types—including the beautiful « tile » ornament (which no one else seems to know how to use)—are from his own designs. The cover is a marvel of fine work, and the reptilian demon, with the extraordinary tail— « in knots and many boughtes upwound, pointed with mortal sting, » as Spencer hath it—would make the fortune of a shilling shocker. The execution of the work throughout is beyond criticism. As to the taste displayed, opinions will differ. All that is 
bizarre—outre—(only outlandish words can express the style)—is here to be found. Many of the color effects are simply splendid—suggestive of the glories of a golden sunset, or the beauties of a crimson afterglow. Some are mere « splodges » and splashes. Beasts and birds unknown to science abound, and as a general rule, the ornaments have not the most distant relation to the text. Making full allowance for faults, the book is « a joy for ever » to any progressive printer. One great merit is its absolute decision of style. The artist knows just what he means to do, and does it, producing his best effects with a minimum of effort. We have the portraits of the three partners—all young and sublimely self-confident. May they still progress, and may they celebrate their jubilee with still more magnificent if less exuberant work than they are now producing with such marked success.
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In Memoriam. William Blades.



Every reader of 
Typo will regret to know tbat Mr William Blades, the able and learned printer—whose great work, the life of Caxton, has won for him enduring place in English literature has been suddenly called from his sphere of labor while he had to all appearance many years of usefulness before him. The first intimation reached us by direct mail, in a letter from Mr John Bassett, editor of the 
Effective Advertiser, whose biography of Mr Blades appeared in our pages as recently as February last. Our exchanges by the San Francisco mail just to hand contain fuller particulars, and show the high esteem in which Mr Blades was held not only by the Craft, but by the whole literary world. In the 
Printers' Register of 6th May, appear two appreciative notices, signed by « A.P. » and « T.B.R., » the initials of the editor, Mr Arthur Powell, and of Mr Talbot Baines Reed. Both these gentlemen enjoyed Mr Blades's friendship, and both dwell upon his kindliness of heart. « To his friends, » says Mr Reed, « his library was always open. The writer of these lines is by no means the only privileged person who is able to recall the generous and lavish helpfulness which Mr Blades was always ready to extend to any student, however humble, to whom his books and encyclopasdic knowledge of matters typographical could be of service. Like his late friend Henry Bradshaw, be had the intuitive gift of discovering his friends' wants for them, and of entering into their projects and difficulties with a sympathy which in itself went far to assure success. Many a valuable work to-day, if it could tell the story of its making, would have to acknowledge that the invisible hand of William Blades had not a little to do with its successful accomplishment. »


To 
Typo the loss is as that of a personal friend. On receipt of the earliest numbers of our journal, Mr Blades sent us his beautiful little work « The Enemies of Books, » following it up with his « Life of Caxton, » the « 
Depositio Cornuti Typographici, » and lastly, his treatise on « Signatures, » which was reviewed in our last issue. We sent him as a slight acknowledgment, a copy of the Rev. W. Colenso's pamphlet, « Fifty Years Ago, » which Mr Blades regarded as a literary prize. Not only did he make it the basis of a charming article entitled « A New Zealand Caxton, » which has been widely copied; but he obtained a number of additional copies which he presented to the chief libraries in the United Kingdom. He sent us last December a fine photograph of himself, which, with his letters and books, we prize as memorials of one of whom not only the Craft he adorned, but the whole literary world, may well be proud as one of the great and good men of the present generation.


The sudden movement in the direction of the federation of labor is one of the most important developments of the time, and the question is so large that it would require more space than we have at command to discuss even any one of its main bearings. So far, our opinion is, that the ideal of universal federation is as far off as Mr Bellamy's imagined paradise. Human nature will not be extinguished; the freedom of the individual will—the essential attribute of humanity—will assert itself. Intelligent men, who rightly claim a voice in the responsible government of their country, will not submit to be mere automata in the hands of leaders whose motives are often questionable. In fact the monster raised by the labor Frankenstein already shows signs that he is becoming unmanageable. That is a very significant paragraph from the 
Press, which we quote elsewhere, in relation to the action of « labor » in Dunedin. From « Puff's » conclusions we entirely dissent. We have already spoken of the unwise liberality with which the funds of the Typographical Unions have been placed at the disposal of strikers in other trades, apart from their merits; and we now find that the federated unions have shown their gratitude by resolving to support a « rat » office—that is to say, to boycot the union offices. The 
Press contributor calls this « maintaining the liberty of the press and the independence of journalism »! It is worthy of note, that while every union newspaper in New Zealand takes an independent view of the labor question, the « labor organs » without exception are produced in rat offices. We would be glad to have a formal expression of the views of the N.Z.T.A. on the subject.


A South Canterbury correspondent gives another instance of the working of the tender system. A Mechanics' Institute in a country town called for tenders for their catalogue, 100 pp. 8vo, with cover, long primer and brevier type, free use of italic; part of work in two columns. Ten firms tendered, the figures ranging from £14 las to £52 1s 8d! The lowest tender (accepted), was at the rate of 2/10 per page(!); the highest, 10/- per page. The most extraordinary fact is, that the successful tender came from Christchurch, where there is a Master Printers' Association. Our correspondent puts this pertinent query: « Is it a fact that these associations allow their members to go in 'bald-headed' for any work outside of their own town, 
at-any-price, to keep the local printers out of it? …. The greatest difficulty typographical societies have to deal with is the question how to maintain a fair wage in country districts. So long as the metropolitan printers carry on such tactics as these, country printers cannot be expected to pay the town rates of wages. » We quite agree with our South Island friend, and would commend the subject to the consideration of the bodies representing both employers and employed.


As already announced, 
Typo will henceforth be published in Wellington. The publisher has considered it right to withdraw from the crowded field of job-printing in Napier, where he has labored for the long period of twenty-eight years. Some inconvenience and delay attend the publication of this and probably the next issue or two. Our treasured typographical works and specimen-books, the accumulation of over twenty years—on any one of which we could have placed our hand—are battened down in packing-cases, and there is a good deal of unavoidable confusion. Many matters outside of our journal demand our attention; and we have no doubt that our readers will make all allowances. No change will take place in the ownership, management, or principles of our paper: merely in its address, to which the attention of all correspondents is requested.
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Mr Tuer, in the 
Paper and Printing Trades Journal, stands up for the much-abused post-office clerks. He says that a letter intended for him was duly delivered, though addressed simply « Editor of the Leaden-hall-street, E.C. » In another case the district address was « Emma Smith, » which the officials correctly interpreted as « Hammersmith »!


Dunedin (our local correspondent writes) has been likened to Boston as a publishing centre, and as regards number of offices and publications the comparison may not be so very far out. There are 14 printing offices, 13 of which do jobbing, 3 do jobbing and newspaper, and 1 only newspaper work. The daily newspapers are the 
Otago Daily Times (morning) and the 
Star and 
Herald (evening). The weekly journals are the 
Otago Witness (weekly to the 
Times) Saturday Advertiser (weekly to 
Herald) 
New Zealand Tablet (Roman Catholic), and 
Mercantile Gazette; and the monthlies are the 
Temperance Herald, New Zealand Presbyterian, Protestant Ensign, Masonic Journal, and 
New Zealand Insurance and Finance Journal. There are also several printers' brokers, agents for imported papers snd stationery, and two firms owning paper mills. Six printing firms have lithographic plants, and a very brisk trade is done in this line. Three of these firms employ engravers, and there are several firms of engravers besides these. Altogether, for a city whose population, including its twelve suburbs, numbers not more than 46,000, Dunedin can certainly bear comparison with any other as a printing centre.





Mr H. G. Bishop writes from London to the 
American Bookmaker:—A firm of London stereotypers recently received an order for 4,000 stereo blocks from the Pears' soap manufacturers. The blocks averaged 5 by 4 inches in size, mounted on wood. The whole order was completed in the short space of fifteen hours. Who, after this, will say that the Londoners are slow?


The Government of India, having been bound by law to purchase three copies of each new book issued in the country, discovered that a practice had arisen of printing books solely for the sale of the three copies, for which surprising prices were sometimes charged. The law is now about to be altered, and in future the publishers will have to present the copies to the Government.


Does familiarity with sacred things tend to contempt? For utter profanity a remark by a celebrated English canon in a late speech at Southampton could scarcely be excelled. He drew a parallel in which the parties were Adam to the Almighty and Webster to Mr Parnell. When dignitaries of the church mourn over the irreverence of the age, « the world » will be able to reply with 
tu quoque.


There is a comical error in a Louisville exchange in the report of a speech by Mr David Ramaley at a printers' dinner: « Fifty years ago, when he first entered a printing office, 
two hundred and fifty thousand impressions an hour was good work; now twenty-five thousand impressions are made, showing the phenomenal advance made in the Craft in a half-century. » A quarter of a million an hour on a hand-press! The comp has only inserted the word « thousand. »


An educated taste is required to appreciate the uneven deckle-edged volumes so dear to aesthetic book-lovers. The rank-and-file of readers will sympathise (though it may be secretly) with the Chilian customer of a German bookseller, who wrote complaining of the unfinished condition in which he had received a fine-art work. « Only one side, » he wrote, « is cut and gilt; the other two are neither cut nor gilt; whereby the volume seems extremely negligently done. »


The Tacoma 
Globe, Washington, according to an American contemporary, has supplied a long-felt want by coining two new words— « typoscribe » and « typoscript. » It adds « If a man says he was detained with his type-writer, the poor wife will now know that he means the machine, and not go in a jealous fit, thinking he meant the fascinating operator. » The 
Artist Printer suggests in addition, « manuscribe, » « phonoscribe, » and « phonoscript, » —words which require no definition.


It is the fashion with noisy agitators of every species to revile the press. The chairman of the labor demonstration in Hyde Park on the 4th May « denounced the reptile press. » When it is considered what magnificent help the home and colonial newspapers afforded during the late revolt of the dock-laborers—without which it must have utterly failed—this sentiment indicates base ingratitude. The public know what to think of orators whose mission it is to attack the press. It was written nearly two thousand years ago that certain men « loved darkness rather than light » —and quite sufficient reason was given for the preference.


We are glad to see that one of 
Typo's suggestions is likely to be carried into effect. At the late intercolonial postal conference it was resolved: « That the conference recommends that the several postal departments be asked to provide that in any future legislation the departments should have the power to stop the delivery or registration of all letters addressed to, or the issue of money orders in favor of, any sweep promoters for money. » This is far better than the alternative suggestion—to legalize these swindles. In proposing the motion, Postmaster-General Derham (Victoria) said that before the races came on, the poorer classes invested their savings in sweeps to such an extent that they were quite unable to pay their just debts.


An extraordinary bill lately passed its third reading in the New York Assembly. It prohibits as a misdemeanor the sale of cigars or any form of tobacco with any photograph, lithograph, or anything likely to attract or induce « minors » to become purchasers thereof, other thau what is specificially stated to be the subject of the sale or exchange. A further provision excepts packages exported to other states or foreign countries. On this absurd proposal—which is naturally resented by the lithographers and photographers—the New York 
Times says: « If the pictures are immoral or mischievous, the way to prevent their circulation is not to prohibit all pictures, but to prohibit some pictures, and this object is already attained by law. » —Our latest exchanges record the defeat of the bill in the Senate.


The Yankees now cut off the final « me » from « programme. » So should English printers. The word is now thoroughly adopted into the language, and ought to conform in spelling to other words of like termination.


Continental founders kindly sending specimen-lines of type or borders for insertion in our paper, should reduce them to 
English height. By a quite excusable oversight on the part of the foundry, the specimen-lines on p. 63 were cast to the ordinary French standard height, involving the bringing-up of all the rest of the form to the extent of a three-sheet card.


Some important changes have taken place in the American type-foundries, and more are impending. The old-established house (1813) of George Bruce's Son & Co., New York, has changed hands, and though the firm's name is retained, there is no longer a Bruce in the concern. Mr David Wolfe Bruce notifies that he has transferred the business to Messrs Robert Lindsay, Henry M. Hall, and Vilinder B. Munson. Will the house now « fall into line » with the point system.?


Our contributor « X, » in raising the question as to the double article in such a phrase as « The Te Aute School, » gives sufficient justification for the practice, inasmuch as « the » applies to « school, » and not to « Aute. » There is, however, an error in regard to Maori local names, into which English writers often fall— « Lake Roto Aira, » and « Rotomahana Lake, » for example. We lately met with the former in an article by a gentleman who is acquainted with Maori; but it is as tautological as « Lake Loch Lomond, » or « Lake Lough Neagh. »


The American 
Engineer has a suggestive article on « the fatuity of inventors on the subject of the value of their patents. » « There are men, » says the writer, « walking the streets in poverty, who have devices of more or less value, which in the hands of business men would have commercial value, that they refuse to part with because they are not in their own estimation paid highly enough. A few months ago an inventor of a certain apparatus of a very simple character, which could have been readily duplicated in many different forms, was offered $6,000 for the right to a certain inland town. He was a poor man and needed the money badly. Did he jump at the chance, and pocket the money on the spot? Not he. He told the would-be buyer that the patent was worth $100,000, and that he was not going to sell one town in New York State for $6,000. The same inventor was offered a similar sum for another large town in the State, or £12,000 for only two cities in the country; but he refused to take it. We had these facts from the man himself, and before it was too late to negociate we berated him soundly for his folly; but he was deaf to all argument. He never sold a single right, and has his patent to this day. »


The blunders of the Marlborough comps sometimes amount to an inspiration of genius. Here is one, from the cable messages in the 
Daily Times: « 
Round the World.—Washington, May 27. France's train has completed a journey round the world in sixty-six and a half days. » —The Wanganui 
Chronicle announces that Mr Twopenny is a candidate for the representation of « the Dunedin laity » in Parliament. « Dunedin City » is the district.—The Mosgiel constituency, expressing their confidence in their representative, added that « it would be a matter of great satisfaction to them if he were translated to a higher sphere. » A somewhat equivocal sentiment.—A « mummified exploded politician » is the description given by a contemporary of a New Zealand public man. Such is the criticism to which unhappy « conservatives » are subject. On the other hand a prominent « liberal » should be gratified to read that he « rose far above the grovel-lings of these fledgelings. » —A contemporary tells a story of « the veracity of trout. » Strange, if this be a quality of fish, it should be so rare in fish-stories!—A disease among the natives in the neighborhood of the lakes in Central Africa, according to a Wellington newspaper, causes severe swellings and ulsters, and finally death. » —A family of Germans who contemplating settling in the colony as fish-curers are described in the same paper as « a contingent of practical fish curing tentons with their families. » —A Wellington citizen, according to a local paper, is afflicted with « information of the bowels, » and a Palmerston lady lately exhibited at a conversazione, « a splendid alabaster plague. » —A Wellington candidate who lately declared that if he was beaten it would be « by beer and the almighty dollar, » found next morning, to his unspeakable horror, that the comp (or reporter) had put it « Almighty God »!—A correspondent of a country paper says: « One of the 'farthing candles' I referred to in my last promptly assumed the proverbial cap. » This should be an extinguisher.
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Last year we showed some clever optical illusions from the 
Paper and Printing Trades Journal, which have been in great request for advertising purposes. We are now in a position to show two more of these diagrams. The first is contributed by the editor of 
Typo, and is thus introduced by Mr Tuer in the 
Journal:— « Guess, by eye-measurement only, which is the longest and which the shortest of the three lines marked 
aa, bb, and 
CC. When you have


[image: ]
done guessing, measure them, and see how awfully you are out! » The next is the Hat Puzzle.


[image: ]
 « Look at the cut, and without measuring say which is the greater distance—across the top of the hat, or from top to bottom. Then put your own hat on the table about a yard in front of you, and carefully reconsider the problem. When you have 
absolutely made up your mind, take a foot-rule and measure your hat both ways. You will be very clever indeed if you guess correctly: nineteen out of twenty persons go wrong! » The accompanying silhouettes— « the disreputable-looking comp, alive with humorous energy, » and the little girls at play, are the work of a clever and versatile Scottish printer, Mr John Fairley, manager of the 
Leith Burghs Pilot, by whose kind permission they are reproduced. Few would guess the process by which they are produced—by means of the fret-saw, in the use of which he has attained extraordinary skill. They are no less remarkable for artistic expression than for mechanical dexterity.


[image: ]
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Zealandia, in its twelfth issue, bids its readers a last Good-night. « The Mark of Cain » is completed; the previous chapter having really forestalled the close. The story has been ingeniously wrought out, and the interest well sustained; but the histrionic episode at the end is somewhat strained and improbable. The principal article this month is a long rhapsody on « Christ as a Social Reformer. » The author maintains that the early Christians suffered persecution and martyrdom, not on religious but political grounds, in order to bring about a social revolution and establish liberty and equality—a model democracy. The passages referring to a spiritual kingdom he dismisses as spurious. He admits that that the Gospels do not as they stand warrant his conclusions, and falls back on the suppositious protevangelium, reminding us that Professor Owen can restore a skeleton from a single bone. With characteristic modesty, he assumes the position of the professor. He more resembles Harte's « Brown of Calavaras, » who from the skeleton of a mule « reconstructed » a monster unknown to science. The writer's view of the mission of the Christ is not new. It seems to have been held in 
A.D. 33 by one of whom we read in Luke, xii, 13; and cannot but commend itself to those who take the lowest possible view of a man's life—that it « consisteth in the abundance of the things that he possesseth. » —Neither title nor index are supplied: in fact, the editor appears to have lost all heart in his work. The wrapper still sets forth that « everything appearing in these pages is written specially for 
Zealandia, » but the greater part of the contents is selected from English and American magazines. The editor says: « We have clearly shown the lines upon which a successful magazine must be run in New Zealand. » He has done so by practically illustrating all the roads to failure; and has aroused a prejudice against local literature which will seriously injure any future venture for some time to come.


The literary « crank » is ever with us. Mr J. W. Cross, in the 
Nineteenth Century, discourses on « Dante and the New Reformation, » and claims that the Florentine poet— « the first Christian prophet who has given us a revelation without the miraculous intervention » —initiated by his great poem a new era which the sacred Scriptures had been powerless to bring about. When the world has learned to place the 
Comedy and the Bible on exactly the same footing, the true millennium will have come! Hero-worship has much to answer for. Whatever influence the commanding genius of Dante may have had upon the Western Church, it has not affected, even to an infinitesimal degree, the great and widening current of Protestant thought. Milton did so to some extent. Unorthodox as Dante himself, he succeeded to a remarkable degree in paganising the whole dogmatic theology of the last century, and the churches have not yet quite shaken off the incubus of 
Paradise Lost. Many good people to this day would be shocked to learn that there is not a word in the Scriptures about the episode of the fall of Satan and his angels, and that for full particulars they should read the 
Book of Mormon. But while Milton's influence is still felt in speculative theology, his frigid genius never touched the heart of the religious world. The influence of the two transcendent spirits, Dante and Milton, on the religious life of the world, and not the English-speaking world alone, is insignificant compared with that of one humble dreamer—the Tinker of Bedford.


The 
Speaker records the death, at the age of 86, of « the most popular novelist, » Mr J. F. Smith. Thirty years ago he had a thousand readers where Dickens had ten. He was the great originator of the « To-be-continued » novel for the million, in papers, such as the 
London Journal. « On the side of Virtue—of Virtue as a rule, picturesquely poor—was the pen of Mr Smith ever enlisted. The 
Speaker describes him as a thorough Bohemian, utterly careless of fame. Astounding situations and adventures flowed from his pen as freely as the ink itself, and one or two foremost writers of our own day have not scrupled to avail themselves of the results of his genius. He would call at the office when his salary fell due—never before; and would glance over his last chapter, « write like a madman for two or three hours, » when a fresh instalment of his thrilling story would be handed uncorrected to the boy in waiting. Then he would vanish for a week into some haunts where he would be safe from the intrusion of duns.


« A History of Printing in New York » is announced, in two quarto volumes. The collection of material for the work was begun thirty years age, and it is expected that the book will be two years in the press. Mr W. W. Pascoe, librarian of the Typothetæ, is the author, and from all accounts, it will be an exceedingly interesting and valuable addition to the literature of the Craft.


The first edition of Stanley's new book will be published simultaneously in fifteen languages, and will reach in the aggregate, the extraordinary number of five millions. An English telegram states that stolen proof-sheets were hawked round to the various publishers, who all refused to buy.


Mr Whittier has written to a correspondent: « I have reached a time of life when literary notoriety is of small consequence; but I shall be glad to feel that I have not altogether written in vain; that my words for freedom, temperance, charity, faith in the Divine goodness, love of nature and of home and country, are welcomed and approved. »


A sharp Yankee trick is exposed in the American trade papers. A Webster's Unabridged Dictionary has been produced at the retail price of $3.50, but is even to be had as low as $1. It is found on examination to be a reprint, by a photo-reproductive process, of the long obsolete edition of 1847.
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The Mataura 
Ensign of the 6th inst. is « the largest paper ever issued in Gore. » It contains 91 columns.


The 
New Zealand Graphic is the name of an attractive weekly issued by Mr H. Brett, the enterprising publisher, of Auckland. For the information of those who may hereafter desire to complete their files, it should be noted that the first number is « marked and numbered » Vol. vi, No. 32. The new weekly has a neat engraved heading, and the original matter is well written. It begins the serial « Blind Love, » by the late Wilkie Collins, the illustrations to which—as, in fact most of the engravings—are from imported blocks. Presswork and paper are excellent; but the composition and arrangement of the matter are open to improvement.


A Santa Barbara burglar prized open the till of the local 
Press and found it empty. With characteristic humor the editor remarked that the fact that the would-be thief wasted his time on a newspaper office proved him an amateur.


It is reported that Mr R. E. N. Twopenny, late editor of the Otago 
Daily Times, intends to be a candidate for parliament at the next general election; and that Mr Chantrey Harris, late proprietor of the Wellington 
Times, is about to take up a farm.


The Bay of Plenty 
Times has altered its size from four pages double demy to twelve pages demy—a decided improvement. It has also widened its columns. Nine-tenths of the New Zealand papers that are printed on broadsheets would gain in neatness of appearance as well as in every other respect by coming down to demy size.


Mr H. B. Bridge, sub-editor of the Wellington 
Evening Press almost from its commencement, having joined the Wellington 
Times under its new management, was presented by the staff of the 
Press on the 11th June with a valuable collection of books as a parting gift. The literary and typographical departments had joined in making this testimonial, and warm expressions of goodwill were interchanged.


The Australian floods have certainly demonstrated the pluck of the newspapermen. The 
Central Australian, issued in the wrecked city of Bourke, says in its issue of 22nd April:— « We do not apologize for the present small-sized issue. We know that every consideration will be shown us. Our steam machinery is under water. Our stock of paper &c., is piled up all round; we work this issue off on a small model machine by hand power. Our comps have never left their posts; water is covering portions of the floor in our composing rooms and is feet deep all round, rations are carried in, and the office is our home. The river now seems almost stationary, and if no further rise occurs and if our walls keep up we will endeavor to publish regularly. We sympathise with our contemporary, whose office is feet deep under water notwithstanding all efforts to keep it high and dry. Better times are coming. »


Cole's « Book-buyers' Guide » contains his essay on Federation, winding up with thirty predictions as to a kind of millennium to be reached by the year 2000. These were sent out as a fly-sheet four or five years ago, and in connexion with them a comical incident occurred. A « crank » in Hawke's Bay, styling himself « The King of the Prophets, » had been in the habit of publishing extraordinary predictions as to earthquakes, &c., and had just been favored with a special revelation, announcing his own speedy decease. He was in some concern as to the man who should be worthy to wear his prophetic mantle, when Mr Cole's sheet came under his notice. Straightway he wrote to the worthy Melbourne bookseller, formally appointing him his successor, in addition to which he advertised the appointment in the Hawke's Bay papers. He was somewhat hurt that no acknowledgment ever came to hand, but he never revoked the appointment. The « crank » still lives, so that Mr Cole is not yet entitled to the distinction of being « the King of the Prophets. »





There are five New Yorks, nine Philadelphias, and twelve Bostons in the United States. And notwithstanding this, the American people are supposed to excel in the inventive faculty.


An American paper says that the use of violet ink is not an affectation. It flows more freely and is therefore more distinct, and dries more quickly than any other, rendering blotting unnecessary. It never changes color nor shows a sticky appearance.


An American librarian has entered a protest against delicate white bindings for books. Beautiful at first, they soon present a more deplorable appearance than any other style of binding. He is quite right. No book intended to be used should ever be bound in white.


Mr F. J. Kilroy, representative of the great firm of R. Hoe & Co., was presented lately with an inscribed gold locket and chain by the staff of the machine department in the Melbourne 
Age office. He had successfully superintended the erection of the 
Age new machinery, the most rapidly productive south of the line. This splendid mechanism will print and fold ready cut and pasted together either 8, 10, or 12 page copies of the 
Age at the running speed of 24,000 per hour, an 88in. wide web of paper passing through the machine at a speed of between nine and ten miles per hour.


The Maoris have at last something to say in reference to the hap-hazard nomenclature of localities; and as they long ago named every locality in the islands, they have some right to be heard. Hoani Nahe, « for self and people, » writes thus to a Thames comtemporary:— « Sir,—We the natives of the Ngatimaru in tribe assembled at Kirikiri, in consequence of the death of one of our chiefs, held a meeting on Thursday to consider the names or nuisances of some of the Thames districts, as we find mistakes occur in addressing our letters by the European address, and we have decided to petition the Thames County Council to have the original name Hauraki to the Parawai district (so called by the Europeans), and we would esteem it a great favor if you would insert the above in your valuable paper so as the European people may learn that Parawai is Hauraki from the landing of the Tainui when she came in the gulf with a north wind, thus the meaning. »
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Our Exchanges.



Remember! Our address is now 
Wellington, New Zealand. Inland postage charged on all re-directed papers and correspondence—a heavy tax.


« A thing of beauty and a joy for ever » is the 
American Bookmaker. Colonial printers should subscribe to it. We are sorry to say that many of them know no difference between bookwork and daily-newspaper composition.


We were in error in stating in a late issue that the biography of Mr John Bellows in the 
Inland Printer was copied from the 
Effective Advertiser. The biographies are published by arrangement almost simultaneously in the two papers.



Caslon's Circular, No. 53, contains specimens of novelties (noted elsewhere), and an appreciative memorial paragraph relating to two old and faithful servants of the firm, lately departed—George Aylard, born 1814, who worked for sixty years in the foundry; and Frederick Gold, who had seen thirty years' service with the firm. We note that an index to the 
Circular, Nos. 1-52, may now be obtained. It is not long since we had our file bound into two beautiful volumes: 1-21, 1875-80, and 22-42, 1880-86. If we had known!


The 
Inland Printer for April contains a fine portrait and brief biography of the late William H. Bushnell, « journalist, author, poet, » who died on the 1st March, in his 67th year. Mr Bushnell was a frequent and valued contributor to the 
Inland Printer. There is also an engraving of the new buildings for the rising New York paper, the 
World. The height is over 300 feet, the building contains eighteen stories, and the entrance-arch is 78 feet high and 30 wide. The compositors are on the thirteenth floor, and the literary staff on the eighteenth, in a great dome, fifty feet in diameter. On the flat roof surrounding the dome is the art department, including a photographic gallery, and a restaurant. The machines are driven by a 300-horse-power engine, and the whole establishment is lighted by electricity.—The series of biographies of eminent living printers is continued, Mr Thomas Hailing, of Cheltenham, being the subject for the current month.


Lively and original as ever comes the 
Artist Printer, No. 11. One more issue will complete the first volume, which we will want to bind—but the deficient numbers have not yet turned up.
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Trade Lists and Samples.


Conradi & Co., 3 Liesen-st., Berlin N.— Priced samples of envelopes.


S. W. Partridge & Co., 9 Paternoster Row. —Illustrated catalogue of new popular works.


Adams Bros., 59 Moor Lane, Fore-st., London, E.C.—No 7 of the quarterly Indian and Colonial Importers' Guide.


Antoine Fils, 62 rue des Marais, Paris, and 1 Prior-st. Greenwich, S.E.—Illustrated trade list of writing inks.


Messrs Stacy & Cook, 7-8 Paternoster Row. —Catalogue No 28, Spring Special list, 1890, containing specialties in stationery. Some pretty Christmas cards, at very low rates, are enclosed.


Sydney J. Saunders & Co.—Supplementary price list for 1890 of all kinds of stationery and fancy goods, enclosing stationery samples.


Messrs John Haddon & Co.—Catalogue of special lines in account books and stationers' sundries.


Trapp & Münch, 20a Culm-st., Berlin, W. and 65 Farringdon-st., London E.C.—Price-list and specimens of lithographed photo mounts. Great variety and many tasteful designs.


Messrs John Greig & Co, Fountain House Works, Dundee-st., Edinburgh.—Illustrated catalogue of machinery for the paper, printing, and bookbinding trades. This firm, established in 1810, keep in stock everything required in these lines.


„Die Welt ist mein Feld!" is the motto Hr. Karl Krause of Leipzig has prefixed to his handsome illustrated catalogue for 1890, a copy of which has just reached us. All kinds of paper-cutting and bookbinding machinery are shown in this list, and all the latest improvements are represented. The factory was established in 1855, with two workmen; it now employs 700, and the last year's output was 3200 machines. It is the largest factory of its class in the world. New premises, to accomodate a still larger staff, are in progress. Thorough and conscientious work, combined with business ability, has brought about this conspicuous success.


From the Liberty Machine Works, New York, we have a business card, the most remarkable piece of color-printing that we have seen. It is by Mr Earhart, and is one of the illustrations for his forthcoming work on color-printing. Without counting the key-form in black, there are five workings, producing thirty-six different colors. The bordering is elaborate and tasteful. On a square, gold-bordered, and set lozenge-wise, is a pansy, in natural colors. It is superfluous to speak of the quality of the work. In this particular branch, Mr Earhart is an acknowledged master.—Two other cards from the same house are enclosed—one, in somewhat eccentric style, on celluloid, being in the Spanish language.
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The 
New Zealand Fire and Ambulance Record is the name of a new periodical, the first number of which has appeared in Napier. We have not seen it.


Dame fortune has smiled benignantly on a bookfiend. Mr Daniel D. Blake, a canvasser for a Boston book-agency, has received intimation that he is sole heir to the estate of the late Sir Henry Blake, of Norfolk, and that £250,000 is at his disposal. Sir Harry died in 1876, bequeathing his entire property to the only male heir on the Blake side, « somewhere in America, » but it has taken fourteen years to find the precise address.


Mr John, Haddon of Bouverie-st., has taken into partnership his nephew, Mr Walter Haddon, who has been for some time past associated with him in his business of publisher, exporter, and advertising agent.— A separate partnership has been created under the same name and style of John Haddon & Co. by the association of Mr E. J. P. Francis with Mr John Haddon and Mr Walter Haddon, specially to extend and develop the business of advertisement agents and contractors. The two departments will be worked independently, and under separate management.


A « Savage Club » has been formed in Wellington. It will start with a membership of over one hundred.


« 
Illustrated American » on p. 60 should read « the 
Illustrated American. » Typo has not received any copies of this superb periodical, reputed to be the finest illustrated weekly in the world.


Some Mozart manuscripts now in the possession of Mr J. E. Cornish have been for years in the hands of Mr T. Kerslake of Bristol, without his recognizing their importance. Another instance (the 
B. & C. Printer and Stationer remarks) of the romance of bookselling.


The Williamsport (U.S.) 
Labor Record, in bidding a long farewell to its readers, says: « It is the old, old story of ingratitude that has become stereotyped in the obituary notices of the many labor papers that have gone the same road ahead of us. The same inscription is written on every milestone: 'Died from the lack of support from the laboring people.'»


In February of the present year, a well-known music-dealer in an English provincial town received the following singular letter:— « Dear Sir,—Would you mind sending me the price of a music-stool. My daughter that died last March took her pianoforte and stool with her.—I am yours truly, ————. » Here is certainly a most interesting case for the Society of Psychical Research.


A dealer in printers' sundries sends the 
American Lithographer and Printer a copy of the following singular business epistle received from a customer:— « Dear Sir,—Please forward to us by express 50lb) gum arabic, quality and price same as last. We are in urgent need of it.—Yours respectfully, A. C. D. P.S.—Looking over our stock, we find a supply of gum arabic on hand, and we beg to ask you to cancel above order.—A. C. D. »


Mr R. A. Butcher, journalist, of Featherston, sued Mr Joseph Payton, publisher of the Wairarapa 
Daily, Masterton, in the Supreme Court for the sum of £1000 damages for an alleged libel published on the 29th October last, to which the plaintiff attributed his dismissal from the position of manager of the Ekatahuna 
Mail. The jury found a verdict for plaintiff with damages one farthing, and no order was made for costs.


A little weekly called the 
Otago Workman is in trouble. It has sought to gain prominence by attacking the exhibition commissioners and other leading citizens, and one of these gentlemen made the blunder of sending the police to the office to demand if the press was duly registered. It so happened that it was, and the proprietor had the delight of having the outrage made the subject of a question in Parliament. On the 26th inst. Mr Samuel Lister, the printer, was charged in the police court with publishing a certain paper to which no imprint was attached. It was of a scurrilous nature, beginning « 
Up, Up, Up, shareholders of the N. Z. and S. S. Exhibition, » and ending « 
Up, Up, Up. » The printer who sold Lister his type identified one of the P's in « 
Up » as having been made by himself from an R, and accused was fined £10 and costs £6 2s. The fine would have been heavier, had the prosecutor chosen to put in more than one copy.
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The 
Te Kopuru Bell is the name of a small paper just started in the far north, owned and edited by Mr Stallworthy.


The Wanganui 
Herald says:— « J. D. Pope, the Irish lecturer, is in Wellington. We are glad to know it, as we have been wanting his address for some time past. » So have a good many other papers.


After a lingering existence of five years, during which it has more than once changed hands, the Waikato 
News has joined the majority. It was started by Mr George Russell after he sold the Manawatu 
Times.


Mr James Wilkinson, for six years subeditor of the Wanganui 
Herald, has been appointed editor of the Marlborough 
Express. A handsome testimonial was presented to him by the 
Herald staff.


Mr R. Rhodes, who for some time has occupied the editorial chair of the 
Opotiki Mail, has left Opotiki. Mr Elliott will take the editorship, and Mr A. B. Chappell, late of the 
Bay of Plenty Times, will publish the paper in future.


It is intended to institute a fitting memorial to the late Mr Robert Knight, formerly editor of the 
Statesman, the Bombay 
Times, and other Indian papers. Profound expressions of regret at his decease, especially on the part of the natives, have been general throughout India.


Mr A. Burns has succeeded Mr Bridge as sub-editor of the 
Evening Press.


The 
North Canterbury Times is dead. From its ashes has arisen the 
Trade and Labor Chronicle.


A special meeting of shareholders in the Christchurch 
Press was called for the 25th inst. to consider the best means of raising £20,000 fresh capital.


Farmer Squashead (observing a metropolitan daily on the counter of the village store): « What! Ain't that air paper busted up yet? Why, I quit taking it fifteen years ago. » — 
Time.


In Holland the postal department undertakes the collection of small accounts from debtors at a distance, charging a moderate commission, and saving the tedious and often costly intervention of a banker or agent. Some printers we know would be inclined to offer the postal department a pretty big commission if it would undertake to collect their outstanding accounts.


Capt. Baldwin entered into possession of the Wellington 
Times on the 21st inst. The issue of that date apologised (!) for changing proprietors; but stated that the business was unprofitable, and that similar changes would be unavoidable until Wellington took more kindly to a morning paper.—Mr Harris, the retiring proprietor, was presented by the whole of the staff with two pieces of plate, a copy of the 
Times on white satin, and an illuminated address.


Mr D. B. Landis, of Philadelphia, an ingenious and go-ahead printer, publishes an advertising sheet called 
Pluck. It contains the following little poem:—







I.—We don't Advertise.



There is a land of bttter tears and wailing—



A land most like that drear one Dante knew,



Where wan-faced Niobe, with dark robes trailing,



In sad procession moves, brows filled with rue.



It is a land peopled with witless mortals—



Compared with them the Virgins five were wise—



And it is writ above its gloomy portals:



« We did not think it paid to advertise. »





II.—
We Do, In 
Pluck.



There is a land that flows with milk and honey—



Not the condensed, nor yet the sorghum strains—



Each dweller bears a gripsack fat with money,



Bonds, coupons, stocks, and various other gains.



Happy are those, as at high tide, the fishes;



No tear doth drown the laughter in their eyes;



For better luck they have no sort of wishes;



The cake is theirs—they learned to advertise.





The late Harriet Martineau (says 
Woman) was fond of recording her journalistic experiences. She was for some years a member of the staff of the 
Daily News. Once she enabled that paper to make an announcement of the first importance, namely the sailing of the fleet for the Baltic during the Crimean war. She was on visiting terms with a lady who was anxious to get an appointment on one of the ships for her son, and having claims upon her Majesty, she asked the royal interposition. The Queen called upon her one morning to tell her to set her mind at rest, for the fleet was going to the Baltic, and her boy should go with it. In the afternoon Miss Martineau called to see her friend, and was told of the circumstance. With true journalistic instinct she drove back to the 
Daily News office with her precious item of information, and the paper had all the credit of having exclusively received an official notification.


A compositor, writing from Sydney to a contemporary, states that there are in that city more than a hundred compositors out of employment.


We noted last month that Mr Joseph Ivess was about to start a second daily at Newcastle. The new paper, the 
Evening Star, news size, appeared on the 2nd inst., and was in trouble with the Typographical Society before it was a fortnight old, and soon found itself under a rigorous boycot by the federated trades. The result was that Mr Ivess submitted to the demands of the Union.


An « automatic feed » of a crude style has been devised by a lazy but ingenious devil named Wilson, in London, and has brought him before the magistrate on a charge of wilful damage to machinery. He discovered that if a piece of lead or type-metal of the proper weight were laid on the pile of paper, the slope of the board and motion of the machine would do the rest. Accordingly he put this invention into practice, and enjoyed a « mike, » but being too lazy to watch his apparatus, he on several occasions allowed his plate of lead to slip into the machine, with disastrous results. On the last occasion he had thus smashed up the type of a circular in the press, besides seriously damaging the machine.
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Obituary.


Paris papers announce the death in his 80th year, of M. Armand de Pontmartin, the venerable literary critic of the 
Gazette de France. The same number of the 
Gazette that recorded his death, published the eleven-hundred-and-fiftieth 
feuilleton he has contributed to its columns.


On April 19, at Tooting, Mr Henry Thompson, a well-known and respected reporter, in the 86th year of his age. His journalistic experience was long and varied. His first engagement on the London press dated from 1829, when he was employed as Parliamentary reporter on the 
Morning Herald. He was a very old member of the Masonic body.


The 
Printer's Register gives a few particulars regarding the late Mr J. F. Smith, who died lately in America at the advanced age of 86. Not only was he the most popular novelist of his day—his story « Minnigrey, » which came out as a serial forty years ago in the 
London Journal, raised the circulation of the paper to nearly 300,000 a week—but he was a regular contributor to the leading newspapers, and in conjunction with William Howitt, wrote Cassell's History of England.


On Sunday, 26th April, at his residence, Sutton, Surrey, died, at the age of 66, Mr William Blades, one of the foremost English printers, and the leading authority on fifteenth-century printing. He was buried on the 30th—the day for which preparations had been made to celebrate his jubilee as a printer. The 
Printers' Register says: « He had been ailing for some months, and had for a few days prior to his death been obliged to avail himself of tender nursing at home, when an attack of angina pectoris acting upon a weakened heart terminated his life with scarcely a warning to those who were nearest him. » He leaves a widow, six sons, and a daughter.
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Napier, New Zealand. Printed and Published by 
Robert Coupland Harding, at his registered Printing Office, Hastings-street.—June, 1890.
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Design in Typography. 
The Zigzag Ribbon.



XLIII.




The enterprising foundry of MacKellar, Smiths, & Jordan followed up their Elliptical Ribbon with a variation equally original, entitled the « Zigzag » combination, containing 37 characters. Its striking appearance brought it into immediate and general favor; but it has shared the usual fate of startling novelties, and though only ten years old, is now neglected. As a combination, it was more complete and better thought-out than most American designs—perhaps in some respects a little too elaborate—in others, notably as regarded justifying-characters, it was deficient; for while the unit of the design was one-third pica=4-point, the unit of justification was 24-point.


As there were many features of originality about the combination, we show its scheme in detail:




[image: ]


The horizontal pieces differed chiefly from preceding ribbons in being heavier, and in possessing a special end-piece. It is in the simplest and smallest designs that the defects of the combination are most apparent. There is but one horizontal end-piece—it is the only character in the border that has not a fellow—and the right-hand end has to bend upwards. There are only two small end-pieces, and these are only adapted for the oblique lines. (Though we have discriminated between pieces turning down and up, most of them may


[image: ]
be used either way.) In the founders' specimens, good effects are produced (in the horizontal designs) by the introduction of letters such as the « Filigree » that filled the body, and still more striking results by bringing in the « Relievo » No. 2; but these could not be carried out in the oblique ribbons, on account of the absence of special spaces, ornaments cut off on the side at the proper angle. We have often wondered why the founders did not supply justifiers thus cut off to all the regular bodies, to work with these borders and with the line-ornaments on the same angle. By the aid of these, accurate justification could have been secured, and in the case of a letter like the Relievo, an excellent effect could have been produced by cutting down the solid spaces to the required angle. Of course with a good mitering-machine the ordinary job-printer could supply the deficiency—but by so doing he would cripple his fount. We find the idea of an open letter with ornamental border afterwards developed by the same house in the pretty « Arboret » No. 2.


The chief fault of the design was its cumbrousness. The artist made a mistake, too, in introducing birds—he did not know how to draw them. His ingenuity was chiefly shown in the folding-pieces, which are really well managed, and are quite unique in their way. With justifiers and a corner, the Nonpareil pieces


[image: ]
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 could have made a good plain border—as it is, they are of very little use for that purpose. Once, when ordering additional sorts of this combination, we endeavored to obtain the nonpareil sorts cut down to pica and nonpareil, for the purposes of justification; but the founders intimated that they « never cut their types. »


The uses of all the characters are very obvious; but we have seen great blunders in their application. The most common is to place a terminal or folding-piece in the middle of an oblique line!
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We have to thank Mr Talbot Baines Reed for a copy of the 
Journal of the Society of Arts for 25th April, containing the report of a lecture delivered by him before the society on « Old and New Fashions in Typography, » with a brief outline of the discussion that followed. We had intended to devote our principal article this month to an extended notice of the lecture, with extracts; but are obliged to hold it over.



The B. and C. Printer and Stationer tells a little story about the « grippe » epidemic. In several offices the sickness-fund (supplementary to Society aid) was exhausted just when most needed, and employers liberally made advances to help over the difficulty. In one office, the fund having broken down, a deputation waited on the head of the firm to ask for a loan until it should be again in credit. He would not lend the money, but at once handed over a cheque for £20 as a donation. The following day was pay-day, and nearly £800 had to be distributed in wages. But the « grippe » made everyone behind time. The employer was late, the cheque was late, the bank short-handed: there was delay in making up the several amounts, and it was ten minutes past time when the wages were ready. Then the men demanded an hour's overtime! (some £30.) It was paid; but the hands, somewhat to their surprise, had to take off their coats again, and « make up the hour. »






Typo: A Monthly Newspaper and Literary Review, Volume 4

Inventions, Processes, and Wrinkles






Inventions, Processes, and Wrinkles.




New Use for Paper.—


A firm at Dresden are successfully manufacturing tool-handles and shafts from compressed paper chemically prepared. The articles are very hard and firm, and have the additional advantage of being non-conductors of heat. Another German firm is making pulleys of pasteboards pressed by hydraulic power, having an iron core and strong casing. They are supposed to take up less room, generate more friction, and are waterproof.






Oxalic Acid in Lithography.—


From time to time the use of oxalic acid to polish stones is highly recommended as a new and valuable discovery. The 
American Lithographer and Printer, replying to an inquirer on this subject, says: « Polishing the stone with oxalic acid for engraving is obsolete. It was resorted to in former times to print cards on glazed cardboard. Polishing by means of oxalic acid gives the stone a high gloss; and this perfect smoothness and gloss preserve the glaze of the cardboard. »






Waterproof Label Ink.—


It has long been known that a solution of bichlorate of sodium, or « borax, » possesses the property of dissolving or softening various resins which are unaffected by plain water and by a great majority of saline solutions. As a basis for a permanent label ink, unaffected by water or moderately strong acids, there is nothing equal to a half-saturated solution of ordinary borax, duly charged with as much orange shellac as it will take up on boiling for twenty minutes. Similarly a most useful water-varnish for photography and drawings may be prepared, only substituting bleached shellac for the colored variety.






The Sand-Blast in Lithography.—


Mr. J. L. Mills, of Messrs Keep & Co., London, has turned the principle of the sand-blast to account in an instrument bearing some resemblance to the now well-known air-brush. Emery powder of any degree of fineness is used, and is applied by means of compressed air. The process is not available for the highest class of work; but for street-posters in colors, &c, it is admirably adapted, and the work can be produced in one-tenth the time occupied by the ordinary method. The design having been lightly traced on the stone, which is covered with a smooth black surface of bitumen, the artist turns on his air, and works from black to white, drawing and shading the picture in one operation, and with astonishing ease and rapidity.—The invention is applicable to the production of steel-plates, the laying-in of grounds for mezzo-tint engravers, and numerous other operations, which will readily occur to the practical workman.






Artificial Lithographic Stone.—


An important German invention is thus described in the 
Photographic News: The plates employed by Messrs Wezel & Naumann, of Leipzig, are prepared as follows: Lithographic stone is partly dissolved and partly reduced to a pulp by digestion in hydrochloric and sulphuric acids. To this pulp is added a mixture of solution of asphaltum and resin and a small quantity of oil. By this means a mixture of fatty or resinous salts of lime and sulphate of lime is formed. After evaporating the excess of acid a dilute solution of soda is added, and warm zinc plates are covered with a fine spray of the mixture. The plate thus coated with a film of artificial litho-stone, is afterwards treated in the same way as an ordinary lithographic stone, except that in place of nitric or hydrochloric acid, phosphoric acid mixed with dilute gum arabic is employed. Plates thus prepared have yielded as many as six thousand impressions, and the process is used to the almost entire exclusion of other processes by Messrs Wezel & Naumann, who have over thirty steam-presses doing various kinds of lithographic work.






A New Printing Machine.—


A new American job machine—the Eckerson—has attracted a good deal of attention in London. It does for ordinary jobs what the great modern machines have done for newspapers—enables them to be printed from the web. While built on entirely new principles, it is remarkable how far there has been a return to the original idea of the printing-press. The platen is flat and stationary, and by a vertical movement of the type-bed the impression is obtained. There are two inking-tables, one on each side of the form, which the rollers, five in number, use alternately, so that they only cross the type once for each impression, which facilitates the speed. When once the machine is started everything works automatically, down to the cutting and counting. There are single and double machines, the latter enabling two to be printed simultaneously, or two colors if desired. They are compact and solid, and work very steadily. With no noise or confusion, from 3,000 to 6,000 impressions per hour can be run off, as compared with about 1,000 from the ordinary cylinder machine.






Valuable Safety Attachment to Guillotine Machines.—


Mr Upcott Gill, publisher, and proprietor of the 
Bazaar, has invented an attachment for guillotines, not the least important feature of which is that it insures perfect safety to the operator, and thereby enables a higher rate of speed to be obtained than ever before. A sixty-four-page pamphlet, trimmed two sides, can be turned out at the rate of nearly 8,000 an hour. A machine, worked by one man, could trim ordinary newspapers—one cut, at the rate of nearly 50,000 an hour; two cuts, 30,000. Not only can the amount to be trimmed off be readily and accurately adjusted; but the gauge may be automatically changed as required every second, third, or fourth cut. Thus the three cuts, head, tail, and fore-edge, may be taken for each single pile, without the slightest loss of time at the machine, and with an economy and amount of convenience in all other respects which every practical man will appreciate.—The invention is intended for edge-trimming alone; but Mr Gill has invented an equally important attachment for sheet-cutting, in the shape of an improved cutting-bar, by means of which the last sheet is always cut as clean and true as the top one, without any underpacking.






Preservation of Drawings on Litho-Stones.—


Herr Fred. Sandtner, Copenhagen, has published an important article in the 
Œster-Ungar Buchdrucker-Zeitung, in which he describes a process by which originals may he reproduced after a lapse of years. In the first place, a good negative is required; to obtain which, an impression with solid black ink is made on good transfer-paper, and at once transferred upon a white gelatine surface. The gelatine sheet is mounted on a drawing-board, and with a broad and soft brush carefully covered with a solution of aniline brown or black, which must not be streaky; when dry, a second coat must be given, or the aniline may be poured on the transfer, making an even layer of color. It is necessary that the solution be clear and transparent, and absorb the light. When it is dry, wash off the printing-ink with a few drops of turpentine, and a small tuft of clean cotton. The transfer may now be taken from the board and should show a beautiful negative, perfect in its minutest detail. It may be preserved for any length of time between the leaves of a book, but will keep better if varnished on both sides with white turpentine varnish to which a little siccative has been added. When an impression is required from the negative, it is obtained by photo-lithography. The results are so good, that the inventor suggests that type-composition be preserved in the same way. All that is required is to take a sharp impression on transfer-paper, transfer it to gelatine, and prepare the negative. In this way, the photo-lithographer, with a very limited supply of type, might set an extensive work, print it cheaply it in a litho-press—and keep the whole thing standing.








Typo: A Monthly Newspaper and Literary Review, Volume 4

New Use for Paper.—




New Use for Paper.—


A firm at Dresden are successfully manufacturing tool-handles and shafts from compressed paper chemically prepared. The articles are very hard and firm, and have the additional advantage of being non-conductors of heat. Another German firm is making pulleys of pasteboards pressed by hydraulic power, having an iron core and strong casing. They are supposed to take up less room, generate more friction, and are waterproof.






Typo: A Monthly Newspaper and Literary Review, Volume 4

Oxalic Acid in Lithography.—




Oxalic Acid in Lithography.—


From time to time the use of oxalic acid to polish stones is highly recommended as a new and valuable discovery. The 
American Lithographer and Printer, replying to an inquirer on this subject, says: « Polishing the stone with oxalic acid for engraving is obsolete. It was resorted to in former times to print cards on glazed cardboard. Polishing by means of oxalic acid gives the stone a high gloss; and this perfect smoothness and gloss preserve the glaze of the cardboard. »






Typo: A Monthly Newspaper and Literary Review, Volume 4

Waterproof Label Ink.—




Waterproof Label Ink.—


It has long been known that a solution of bichlorate of sodium, or « borax, » possesses the property of dissolving or softening various resins which are unaffected by plain water and by a great majority of saline solutions. As a basis for a permanent label ink, unaffected by water or moderately strong acids, there is nothing equal to a half-saturated solution of ordinary borax, duly charged with as much orange shellac as it will take up on boiling for twenty minutes. Similarly a most useful water-varnish for photography and drawings may be prepared, only substituting bleached shellac for the colored variety.






Typo: A Monthly Newspaper and Literary Review, Volume 4

The Sand-Blast in Lithography.—




The Sand-Blast in Lithography.—


Mr. J. L. Mills, of Messrs Keep & Co., London, has turned the principle of the sand-blast to account in an instrument bearing some resemblance to the now well-known air-brush. Emery powder of any degree of fineness is used, and is applied by means of compressed air. The process is not available for the highest class of work; but for street-posters in colors, &c, it is admirably adapted, and the work can be produced in one-tenth the time occupied by the ordinary method. The design having been lightly traced on the stone, which is covered with a smooth black surface of bitumen, the artist turns on his air, and works from black to white, drawing and shading the picture in one operation, and with astonishing ease and rapidity.—The invention is applicable to the production of steel-plates, the laying-in of grounds for mezzo-tint engravers, and numerous other operations, which will readily occur to the practical workman.






Typo: A Monthly Newspaper and Literary Review, Volume 4

Artificial Lithographic Stone.—




Artificial Lithographic Stone.—


An important German invention is thus described in the 
Photographic News: The plates employed by Messrs Wezel & Naumann, of Leipzig, are prepared as follows: Lithographic stone is partly dissolved and partly reduced to a pulp by digestion in hydrochloric and sulphuric acids. To this pulp is added a mixture of solution of asphaltum and resin and a small quantity of oil. By this means a mixture of fatty or resinous salts of lime and sulphate of lime is formed. After evaporating the excess of acid a dilute solution of soda is added, and warm zinc plates are covered with a fine spray of the mixture. The plate thus coated with a film of artificial litho-stone, is afterwards treated in the same way as an ordinary lithographic stone, except that in place of nitric or hydrochloric acid, phosphoric acid mixed with dilute gum arabic is employed. Plates thus prepared have yielded as many as six thousand impressions, and the process is used to the almost entire exclusion of other processes by Messrs Wezel & Naumann, who have over thirty steam-presses doing various kinds of lithographic work.






Typo: A Monthly Newspaper and Literary Review, Volume 4

A New Printing Machine.—




A New Printing Machine.—


A new American job machine—the Eckerson—has attracted a good deal of attention in London. It does for ordinary jobs what the great modern machines have done for newspapers—enables them to be printed from the web. While built on entirely new principles, it is remarkable how far there has been a return to the original idea of the printing-press. The platen is flat and stationary, and by a vertical movement of the type-bed the impression is obtained. There are two inking-tables, one on each side of the form, which the rollers, five in number, use alternately, so that they only cross the type once for each impression, which facilitates the speed. When once the machine is started everything works automatically, down to the cutting and counting. There are single and double machines, the latter enabling two to be printed simultaneously, or two colors if desired. They are compact and solid, and work very steadily. With no noise or confusion, from 3,000 to 6,000 impressions per hour can be run off, as compared with about 1,000 from the ordinary cylinder machine.






Typo: A Monthly Newspaper and Literary Review, Volume 4

Valuable Safety Attachment to Guillotine Machines.—




Valuable Safety Attachment to Guillotine Machines.—


Mr Upcott Gill, publisher, and proprietor of the 
Bazaar, has invented an attachment for guillotines, not the least important feature of which is that it insures perfect safety to the operator, and thereby enables a higher rate of speed to be obtained than ever before. A sixty-four-page pamphlet, trimmed two sides, can be turned out at the rate of nearly 8,000 an hour. A machine, worked by one man, could trim ordinary newspapers—one cut, at the rate of nearly 50,000 an hour; two cuts, 30,000. Not only can the amount to be trimmed off be readily and accurately adjusted; but the gauge may be automatically changed as required every second, third, or fourth cut. Thus the three cuts, head, tail, and fore-edge, may be taken for each single pile, without the slightest loss of time at the machine, and with an economy and amount of convenience in all other respects which every practical man will appreciate.—The invention is intended for edge-trimming alone; but Mr Gill has invented an equally important attachment for sheet-cutting, in the shape of an improved cutting-bar, by means of which the last sheet is always cut as clean and true as the top one, without any underpacking.






Typo: A Monthly Newspaper and Literary Review, Volume 4

Preservation of Drawings on Litho-Stones.—




Preservation of Drawings on Litho-Stones.—


Herr Fred. Sandtner, Copenhagen, has published an important article in the 
Œster-Ungar Buchdrucker-Zeitung, in which he describes a process by which originals may he reproduced after a lapse of years. In the first place, a good negative is required; to obtain which, an impression with solid black ink is made on good transfer-paper, and at once transferred upon a white gelatine surface. The gelatine sheet is mounted on a drawing-board, and with a broad and soft brush carefully covered with a solution of aniline brown or black, which must not be streaky; when dry, a second coat must be given, or the aniline may be poured on the transfer, making an even layer of color. It is necessary that the solution be clear and transparent, and absorb the light. When it is dry, wash off the printing-ink with a few drops of turpentine, and a small tuft of clean cotton. The transfer may now be taken from the board and should show a beautiful negative, perfect in its minutest detail. It may be preserved for any length of time between the leaves of a book, but will keep better if varnished on both sides with white turpentine varnish to which a little siccative has been added. When an impression is required from the negative, it is obtained by photo-lithography. The results are so good, that the inventor suggests that type-composition be preserved in the same way. All that is required is to take a sharp impression on transfer-paper, transfer it to gelatine, and prepare the negative. In this way, the photo-lithographer, with a very limited supply of type, might set an extensive work, print it cheaply it in a litho-press—and keep the whole thing standing.






Typo: A Monthly Newspaper and Literary Review, Volume 4

[miscellaneous paragraphs]




One-third of the fools of the country (says an American paper) think they can beat the lawyer in expounding law, one-half think they can beat the doctor in healing the sick, two-thirds of them think they can beat the minister in preaching the gospel—and all of them know that they can beat the editor in running a newspaper.


The Hawera 
Star says that the Press Association has now between three and four thousand pounds to its credit; and that the subscription paid by papers belonging to the Association will probably be reduced, while the entrance fee will be increased. A probable result of the late conference will be that evening papers will receive more consideration than heretofore.


We are just wondering (says the 
European Mail) what steps the Treasury intends finally to take towards suppressing the taste for gambling that newspaper competitions undoubtedly excite. For the public, especially the little boys and girls whose youthful minds should be devoted to their elementary studies, they are anything but a blessing. For journalists they are something more than a nuisance, and if permitted to develop, would greatly degrade what ought to be a very honorable calling. There is little capital needed for starting one of these journalistic enterprises beyond a pot of paste, and a pair of scissors, and a few morning and evening papers—although an old jest-book will be found useful. The printer and paper-maker can often be induced to give credit, for the sake of favors to come. By dint of offering valuable prizes for idiotic guesses, a temporary circulation is easily obtained. But from the guessing-competition to the State-lottery is only a step, and the instinct many weekly papers of the baser sort are now stimulating is a very dangerous one, and already—in London, at least—sufficiently active without a tonic. At the present moment uneasiness reigns in the bosoms of not a few enterprising gentlemen who have been earning large incomes by artfully encouraging gambling. If similar methods of gaining money are denied hospitals, why should they be permitted to the proprietor of the « Pastepot and Scissors »?
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Recent Specimens.



Our old friend the 
Typographic Advertiser, from the Johnson Foundry, Philadelphia, is again to hand. It contains a portrait and obituary notice of the late John F. Smith, one of the partners of the firm, who died 1st November, 1889, and of whom the Associated Typefounders of the United States have recorded that they « have lost a faithful friend and an honorable business associate, and the poor of his city a philanthropic and cheerful giver. » Our file of the 
Advertiser for the past fourteen years is unbroken; but this is the first number we have seen in which colored lines are introduced. Five sizes are shown of « French Script » —a Parisian face, partaking much of the qualities of italic. It is useful and durable. « Jenson, » in seven sizes, is a modification of the Central Foundry's « Art Gothic, » and is a much heavier style than the model. « Stipple » and the combination border No. 98—the chief feature of the present number—are practically one series, just as the « Arboret » founts work with combination No. 95. The border is in three sections, and is an improvement on the idea of the Cleveland Foundry's « Ragged Edge » combination. Instead of the solid background, the three sections of the new combination have an ornamental ground. In §1, 21 characters, the ground is composed of short lines, laid at different angles (exactly like an old and once-popular groundwork by Derriey); in §2, 14 characters, there is a rich pattern as a background; and in §3, 17 characters, the ground is a basket-work design. « Stipple » is a very good letter, on the same ground as §1, with ragged-edge outlines; but reverses the usual rule: instead of the letters being on the torn sheet they appear on the background, apparently showing through a ragged hole in the paper. This series is one more example of the strange taste which—particularly in the United States—recognizes nothing as artistic unless it is distorted, unsymmetrical, or untidy. We see no decorative beauty in rags and tatters. To our mind they are a sign of poverty—of invention. The groundworks of §§ 1 and 3, without the ragged outlines, are pleasing to the eye. They would be a useful acquisition to the printer; and of course could be separately supplied if required. For this purpose larger pieces than a pica em would be useful: it would be well to cast them also to 24-point square, like the groundworks in the Japanese and Chinese series.—We do not think that the « Stipple » could have been designed by a practical printer. It will share the fate of « Relievo » 1 and 2, and « Arboret » No. 1. While it is a novelty, it will be occasionally, and generally inappropriately, used—then it will lie untouched for months or years, accumulating dust. Yet a slight change in the direction of simplicity would have made it the most valuable fancy letter that has apppeard for years. Let the founders bring out the same (or some equally good) face, on the same background, without any old rags, tattered end-pieces, or other decoration —not even a boundary-line. Let each letter be cast setwise to point-system, the unit being 3-point, and add justifiers of 3-point. The result would be a letter which would unite with 
any combination on the point-system, and 
form a part of the general design, instead of being limited in its use to one combination, and that in very doubtful taste. So far as we know, only two styles have been cast upon the principle we have indicated. One is the German « Shieldface » —and how beautifully it combines with any of Schelter & Giesecke's borders! The other is Bruce's Style No. 1083—the defects of which are that it is not to point standard, and that it is cumbered with heavy and unnecessary borders of its own. But in conjunction with Brace's rules and pica borders, it has fine possibilities. The « Shieldface » is so elaborate, and has such a multiplicity of beautiful adjuncts, as to place it beyond the reach of ordinary printers; but such a letter as we have indicated could be produced (including extra groundwork), at five or six dollars, would never be out of date, and—greatest advantage of all—would combine with the printer's brass rule, borders, and line-ornaments already in stock. Will the founders take our friendly hint? It would pay them well to do So.


« Ebony, » by Marder, Luse & Co., was shown in some of our American contemporaries two or three months ago. It is a development of the « Art Gothic » design, but much heavier, and with greater uniformity in the figures.


Barnhart Bros. & Spindler show « Climax, » another very eccentric style. It is much the same as « Solar » by the same house, the ornamental dots being omitted. The insertion of these ornaments was judicious, as, like all those other series in which the central lines are carried as near as possible to the top, « Climax » has great unsightly gaps in the F H, and other caps. It is shown in six sizes. We do not think that at the proper time we noted « Tasso, » which has now been out for some months. It is a light and somewhat eccentric sans, in six sizes—a useful and quaint, but not too cranky letter.


The young and enterprising Keystone Foundry, of Philadelphia, sends another batch of specimens, including a neat little book in which adaptations of their novelties are shown. All the new faces were noted in detail in our March issue. If the foundry sends us a few sample lines—actual type, not electrotyped—we will be glad to show them in our specimen column.


Farmer, Little, & Co. show four sizes of « Doric Condensed, » a heavy thin clarendon—very much in the German style.


We have more than once referred to Klinkhardt's splendid « Ger-mania » architectural combination, of 413 characters, designed by Professor H. Ströhl. Messrs Seegner, Langguth, & Co., the New Zealand agents of the firm, have favored us with a copy of the founders' pamphlet describing the border and illustrating its adaptations. It is a fine example of German thoroughness, containing 20 imperial quarto pages, besides a large folding sheet in colors. An elaborate dissertation explains not only the border, but all the architectural forms it embodies; the characters are classified, and a vast number of their applications and combinations exhibited. Some such index is almost indispensable in the case of a combination of so bewildering a variety of pieces, and requiring so much special knowledge to use it aright; but how many founders would go to the expense of providing such a key?


Messrs J. John Söhne, Hamburg, send us specimens of Mediæval-Antique No. 2, original body-founts, after the Elzevir style, but very thin and light-faced. The proportions of the letters differ somewhat from the usual standard: thus the G is wider than the H, and the o, e, and c are rather wide, while the I, f, i, and 1 are very thin. The figures are ordinary old-style, lining head and foot with the caps.— the 1, 2, and 0 being modified to range with the rest. The founts are shown to 8, 9, 10, and 12-point, and will be highly appreciated by book-printers who share in the present taste for quaint, light, and characteristic styles. For newspaper work the letter would be altogether unsuitable. We note that the specimen-pages sent to us are all in English.


Does protection protect? Colonial protectionists first tried fifteen per cent.—now, with nearly thirty, and trade crippled, they clamor for more! At Dunedin they have solemnly resolved « That protection is absolutely necessary to promote the industries and develop the natural resources of New Zealand, inasmuch as the long hours and cheap labor of other countries enables foreigners, 
under the present Customs tariff, to take possession of our own markets, to the exclusion of our own manufactures. » Protection, then, does 
not protect.
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New Zealand Master Printers.



At last the master printers in our four chief cities have formed themselves into associations for mutual protection and improvement. It is now many years since the Christchurch Master Printers' Association ceased to exist, and since that time printing has been in a very bad way indeed, and prices varied from the highest figure that could be obtained to a price which would barely cover the cost of the paper used in the job. Consequently the wage of the compositor has also come down to suit the times, and the keen competition has also brought a great deal of cheap labor into our trade; boys and girls bud and bloom into turnovers and journeymen (the girls marry before reaching the end of their apprentice journey, excepting the one who recently sought admission to the Sydney Typographical Society—this lady belongs to Auckland, when she served her term at case) almost as rapidly as the boys and girls in the Craft in America, where the English printer, owing to the seven-years'-term, is preferred to the native of the States, who serves four years only.


The history of the old Christchurch Master Printers' Association was much the same as that of the present association. Unhealthy competition led to unremunerative prices, which state of things was borne as long as possible, when someone wondered why everyone blundered on in such a state; and when the error was pointed out in a friendly confabulation, it was resolved that a fair tariff should be drafted and that all should join in bringing about a better state of things. The result was that all the masters joined the association, remaining true to each other for some time until the leading spirit was withdrawn, when for the want of a leader, this, like many another good cause, began to wane, and in a short time was no more. Some two years ago history repeated itself. The state of trade had become very similar to that of the old times in the City of the Plains, as it was also in other parts of the colony, and I believe that in this later time the reformer arose from the same office as the fifteen or twenty years' ago reformer of whom I have written above.


Two years ago things typographical, both in jobbing and newspaper work, were just about as bad as bad could be, when a small voice suggested that masters should follow the example of the men, and combine for the purpose of bringing about a better state of things, and to maintain such a state when once attained. A meeting of masters of Christchurch resulted in the formation of the first of the recently-established associations. A tariff was drawn up and agreed to, and it was tried for a little while, and found to work satisfactorily.


Unlike the old-time association, the new Society had no intention of keeping this good thing to themselves. After they found their union was working smoothly, a deputation was sent to Dunedin, with the object of inducing the Southern masters to go and do likewise. The attempt was successful, and the Invercargill masters also came in with those of Dunedin. Dunedin worked for a while under the tariff of Christchurch, but eventually drew up one to suit its own special case, casting off the other. Matters went along smoothly for some time under the increased tariff, until there came a day, some two or three months ago, when the association heard that an agent from a North Island house was in Dunedin doing business under the tariff, trying to take away work which had been done for years by two houses for a firm which has a large amount of printing. A meeting of masters was called on receipt of this information, when it was decided that a deputation should proceed North to represent to the northern printers the desirableness of the union of masters; such deputation to consist of members from the Dunedin and Christchurch associations.


The southerners were in earnest about this business, so there was no delay in starting upon the campaign. Notice was given at Wellington for the masters of the Empire City to « be in » when the deputies came back from the North, and Auckland was then visited. Some dilly-dallying took place there, the Aucklanders declaring that the Southerners were too eager in their well-doing, and it was not until the day set upon for the departure of the deputation that a meeting was got together—the result being satisfactory. Wellington was again sought, and little difficulty was experienced, an association being formed right away. Information has just come to hand to the effect that the Auckland masters have united and are experimenting with the Dunedin tariff, while it will be remembered that a Press Association telegram told us a short time ago that the Wellington masters notified the City Council that they did not intend doing any more tendering.


The Dunedin masters do not all belong to the association, there being at least three who stand aloof, although every means has been tried to bring them in. Last year, when the municipal rolls were offered for tender, the association tried to get the outsiders to put in a fair price, even pledging itself to abstain from tendering if they would tender at the tariff price, the object being to bring the public printing price up to a fair level—but no, all inducements failed, so the association put in their tariff price and lost: one of « the others » getting the work. Observe how neatly the association worked the oracle this year with regard to the same work—the tenders have just been published, and I see that « the others, » evidently thinking the tariff would come in again, raised their prices so as to bring them just under the tariff, while the association has put in several tenders, three firms going 11s per page, and the others higher. One outsider has consistently stuck to his old price, but the tenders have given « the others » what may be termed a nasty knock, and will certainly result in « one for the association » being recorded.


The object of these Master Printers' Associations has been to a great attained—life is now more happy, because more profitable, than it has been for a long time past. Prices all round have been raised, while in some cases as much as fifty per cent. has been added to those which prevailed two years ago.


Of course there is much grumbling on the part of the public, with whom I agree when they complain that the prices in some cases are exorbitant. I know whereof I write. A friend wished to print a book in this Boston of the South, and sought the men of type and ink for a price. The Tariff was brought forth, and it was found that the hook which my friend wished to publish at 2s 6d per copy could not be turned out of the printer's hands under 3s per copy—a book in similar print and binding being obtainable in England for about Is 6d. My friend is thinking of getting his work done at home. Another instance which has come under my notice: A commercial gentleman of Dunedin, who has a lot of printing, binding, and stationery during the year from local houses, recently asked his printer what was the price for certain work. The printer reached for his « blue book » « Oh, » says the inquirer, « if you are going to quote that book, I'm away. Its prices are far too high—they are simply prohibitive; and I shall have to send all my work home. »


In the course of this article I have shown that prices were low, and that wages of printers were lowered to suit the times; then came the united action of masters, resulting in better prices ruling in the trade— but it must be pointed out that that neither a decrease in the number of boys and girls employed nor an increase in the wages of men has taken place with this advance in the position of the master printers. Not even the old rate of compositors' wages has been restored, the so-much per cent, reductions still remaining in force. True, the Christchurch printers made a request for a share in the better times, and it is to the credit of their Masters' Association that the request was acceded to, with the exception of Messrs Whitcombe & Tombs, but as this firm belonged to the association when that body granted the request, I think it ought to have been called upon to carry out the compact. But no change has taken place in Dunedin, although the association has completed its first year; and there are offices in the association which employ just as many boys now as they did when ruinous competition forced boy-labor upon them. On the other hand there are offices in the association which strictly employ man-labor. In fairness to the latter, the association should go further and fix a uniform term of apprenticeship and number of apprentices, when fairness will prevail, for the tendency of the places employing boys, as against another's men, is to do, on occasion, a job just a little cheaper than the other; and whereas he who employs men will hold out for the highest price, it is the temptation of the employer of cheap labor to bring prices down. Masters generally discourage combination among workmen, and yet—especially in our Craft—it is to the workmen the master looks for the enforcement or conception of reforms; failing to recognize in the evils of cheap and unskilled labor, the elements leading to undue competition, and which brought trade to so low a state as to necessitate the formation of Master Printers' Associations.





Tom L. Mills.








Typo: A Monthly Newspaper and Literary Review, Volume 4

[miscellaneous paragraphs]




Beecher, in a thanksgiving sermon, once said: « I have no sympathy with an eight-hour man with a fourteen-hour wife. »


The A. W. Lindsay Foundry, of Park Place, New York, has « gone under. » This is not the Lindsay Foundry of Fulton-st., that gives feminine names to its pretty novelties. « In the [late] Lindsay Foundry, » says a writer in the 
American Bookmaker, « one eminent printing-office kept its own matrices, the foundry doing only the casting and dressing. I believe that this is the only instance in the United States where printers own their own faces, although the practice was very common in the earlier ages of typography. »
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Colonial Publishing



No business in this colony is in a more chaotic condition than that of publishing. Nearly every printer, and every large bookseller, is a publisher, and there is no means by which the numerous books, that issue from the press can be recorded or classified. When it is made compulsory to send copies to some State library, there will be an official register; at present it is impossible to know what works appear in the colony. Speaking not long ago to a bookseller in a large way of business of a well-edited periodical, he professed entire ignorance of its existence, though it had been published for two years in his own city, and had a good circulation. The only organ of the Trade is our own journal; the excellent magazine published in Wellington under the name of the 
Monthly Review makes a very secondary and casual matter of the review department; and the fitful reviews in the daily press are generally the work of any member of the staff who has least to do at the time—the shipping-reporter, or horse-reporter, it may be. To advertise a new book in the hundred-and-fifty newspapers of the colony is a costly matter—to advertise in one only in each centre would effectively raise the ire of all the others. The only literary venture that was thoroughly advertised in the colonial press was the short-lived 
Zealandia, and this preliminary expense made a grevious inroad in the projectors' capital. The most useful books published in New Zealand have at the best but a provincial reputation, and works that if placed properly before the trade, would sell rapidly by hundreds, go off slowly in dozens. There are now many collectors of colonial works, both at home and in the colonies, and any one of them can testify to the difficulty he finds in ascertaining what new books are published. We have from the first devoted a department to reviews of new colonial books—but in the great majority of cases they have been such as we have obtained in the ordinary manner for our own library. As 
Typo reaches every printing-office, many of the booksellers, and all the public libraries in the colony, it affords an unequalled medium for systematically recording the new publications, primarily in New Zealand, and secondarily in Australia. Is it too much to ask that publishers will assist us in this respect, by forwarding to us full titles and other particulars of each new book or pamphlet published, and each new periodical started? Such information we will insert 
free of charge, and publications sent for review will have careful attention. Of course we do not object to receive advertisements also; and a book-advertisement in our pages would cover a wider field than in any other paper in New Zealand.
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Several of our American friends have desired to forward to us bulky or heavy specimens or samples, but have been deterred by the difficulty and expense of conveyance. Messrs Lyon & Blair, of Wellington, have kindly undertaken to receive for us any parcels addressed to their care, and forwarded to their agents, Messrs H. W. Peabody & Co., Boston, Mass., for enclosure.


If (as our Dunedin correspondent seems to think) the master-printers are charging unreasonably high prices since their association was formed, they will not be gainers in the long-run. But his examples do not prove anything of the kind. A book which a customer wished to publish at 2s 6d, and similar to books published at home for 1s 6d, could not be produced under 3s in Dunedin; and the customer thinks of sending the job home. Should he take the precaution to first obtain an estimate, we imagine he will do nothing of the kind. He probably wants about 250 copies—perhaps less; and if he is fortunate, may sell eighty or a hundred. The English book which he takes as his model has probably a sale of thousands or tens of thousands. Who is the unreasonable party—the colonial printer, or his intending customer?


Lithographers will find several items of much interest, and probably to their advantage also, in the column devoted to inventions in our present issue.


« Trades and Labor » is endeavoring to carry things with a high hand. The Maritime Council have issued their ukase to Messrs Cowan and Co., forbidding them to supply Messrs Whitcombe & Tombs with printing paper, and to Messrs P. Hayman & Co., requiring them to abstain for the future from buying or selling any of that firm's publications. There has been a dispute of some months' standing between the firm and the N.Z.T.A. and we doubt whether half a dozen printers outside of Christchurch are acquainted with the position of affairs—much less the Maritime Council. This attempt at a direct boycot confirms the surmise we have already expressed-—that the agitation by the Trades and Labor Council for uniform schoolbooks was not the result of any new-born interest in the cause of education, but in reality a covert attempt to destroy the value of Messrs Whitcombe and Tombs' copyrights.


« The semi-serious item about the Wairarapa man who called for tenders for the making of his winter suit, » writes a journalist from a northern city, « is I think, fairly eclipsed by the enclosed document, received from Mr Q. in response to a circular addressed to him in the ordinary course of business asking that his advertisement might be extended to the 
Examiner. » Mr Q. offers, for a seven-inch double-column advertisement, and a one-inch paragraph thrice-weekly for a year, the sum of £4, to be paid for in his patent articles, supplied at wholesale rates. Mr Q. is an extensive advertiser, and has probably taken the measure of the press pretty accurately. Our correspondent stood upon his dignity, and declined to do business on the terms offered. If other newspaper-men had the same amount of backbone, Mr Q. would have to pay better prices or refrain from advertising. We do not blame 
him. Why should he offer £20 cash for what he can get for £4, taken out in « trade »?


An important meeting of directors of the United Press Association, Limited, was held in Wellington during the present month. The proceedings were not public, and were not reported in the press. We are indebted to Mr W. H. Atack, the manager, for the following report:—The Directors present were the Hon. M. Reeves, who was elected Chairman 
(Lyttelton Times and 
Star); Messrs H. Blundell 
(Evening Post, Wellington); J. L. Wilson 
(N. Z. Herald, Auckland); G. Fenwick 
(Otago Daily Times, Dunedin); and H. Brett 
(Star, Auckland.) Mr Wynne, manager of the Sydney 
Daily Telegraph, and Mr J. Fairfax, jun., of the Sydney 
Morning Herald, represented the two great agencies which now control the supply of the cable news to the principal Australian newspapers. Mr Fraser, the Sydney manager of the Association, was also present at some of the meetings. Mr E. Collins, formerly Reuter's agent in New Zealand, attended on behalf of his Company. All these gentlemen made proposals to the Association to join their services alone; but eventually Messrs Fairfax and Wynne agreed to sell the whole of their cables jointly, and to furnish a more regular and improved series of commercial quotations. A contract was entered into for a fixed term of two years, and thereafter from year to year, with three months on either side. This arrangement will place at our disposal the whole of the cable news received by the rival services of the 
Argus and the 
Age, to which, with only one or two exceptions, the whole of the papers in Australia of any consequence belong, and the effect will be that any daily newspaper of the first class in New Zealand will publish more cable news than any single Australian paper, whether 
Argus or 
Age. The present contract terminates at the end of the year, and the new one begins on 1st January, 1891. It was also decided to endeavor to make arrangements by which cables shall be transmitted at an earlier hour to New Zealand, in order to enable evening papers to receive them at the earliest possible moment, and our Sydney manager anticipates no difficulty in getting this done at a comparatively small outlay. The staff of the Sydney office is to be increased, to enable messages to be handled with the utmost despatch. The Manager alluded to an arrangement with the Cable Company, effected during the year, by which messages relating to events of great importance are transmitted at a reduced charge. It was this reduction which enabled the remarkably full reports of the Federation Convention to be published in New Zealand papers. The total number of words transmitted on that occasion was about 7,000, far surpassing anything of the kind previously attempted on the Australian Cable.—There was also a special meeting of shareholders to consider some alterations proposed in the Articles of Association, and it was determined to extend the period within which the annual meeting must be held to the months of October, November, and December, instead of October as at present, which is not always convenient. The next annual meeting will be held at the end of October, 1891.
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The record of the tariff in New Zealand is a suggestive one. Almost the first act of the first Governor was to establish the first Custom-house, which in its turn provoked the first Maori War, which led to the first colonial debt.


A correspondent of the 
Printers' Register enters a protest against the loose and inaccurate term « folding chases. » He says that it is the dread of every manufacturer or dealer in supplies when he meets with it in an order. « He knows full well, often by sad experience, that there is no worse trap in all the nomenclature of printing. Ask a dozen experienced printers what they understand, for example, by a pair of double-foolscap folding chases. Six of them, after a moment's consideration, will shake their heads and decline to risk their reputation by a reply; two of the remainder will probably say, 'two double-foolscap chases with a narrow bar to each; two others will say 'two foolscap chases with a narrow bar to each;' the remaining two will suggest 'four foolscap chases with a narrow bar to each.' Which is right? The answer to this is the funniest part of the riddle. 
Any one of the three, according to the meaning of the person who used the words. Does not this point to the necessity for a more exact means of describing what is wanted? My suggestion is that the foolish and ambiguous word 'folding' should be completely tabooed and forgotten, and that printers should describe a 'folding-chase' in the simple and natural way, naming the size, and the fact that it has one or two narrow bars. Instead, therefore, of 'a pair of double-foolscap folding chases,' a printer will say 'four foolscap chases, each with a narrow bar.' No doubt or mistake will then be possible. » We quite agree with the writer. Printers and catalogue-makers would do well to act on the hint he has given.


« Moses from an Old Mouse, » says the 
Iowa State Register, « is a pretty story, written by Nathaniel Hawthorne….. It is a large volume, and very interesting, as are all of the works of this noted author » —The Bay of Plenty people, according to a local paper, have a « turpentine track » over the ranges.—A reporter of the Auckland 
Herald records that at a late concert a lady « gave a solo with great taste and much applause. » —A Wanganui paper represents Mr Travers as stating before the Philosophical Society that since the sparrows had multiplied on the Canterbury Plains, it was scarcely possible to obtain a specimen of the once-numerous moths, « even for ethnological purposes. » — « The launch of the cruiser 
Cynthia, » says a home paper, « passed off successfully. The christening was performed with the customary rites by Miss Isabella Campbell. Her weight is 1300 tons, and she is made to carry six heavy guns below deck. » —In the libel case Butcher 
v. Wairarapa 
Daily, a newspaper-man testified that plaintiff had been dismissed by Messrs Smith & Hogg because the latter « were induced to believe that their throats were being cut behind their backs. » —A Victorian Supreme Court Judge thus sharply rebuked a loquacious witness: « I wish you would be so good, sir, as to hold your tongue and answer the questions! » [ « Orrrderrr in the Coorrrt. » ] His Honor is not an Irishman.—An up-country municipality, advertising in the local paper for its year's supplies, specifies, among other items, « timber legs, not less than twelve inches square. » Nearly as awkward as Miss Kilmansegge's celebrated artificial limb.— « In the absence of both editors, » says an Irish nationalist paper, « the publishers have secured the services of a gentleman to edit the paper this week. » A circumstance sufficiently extraordinary to warrant special mention.— The London 
Standard has perpetrated a bull that beats the record. Reporting the murder of a man named Listowel, it states that « he lived long enough after death to accuse a man named Griff en of having wounded him. »


New Zealand schoolboys contribute their fair share to the literature of blunders. Among those recorded by Inspectors in reports lately presented to Parliament are the following:— « Among the industries of Auckland was a large pump that lifted 10 tons of water per minute from a depth of 640 miles. » « The chief industry of Wellington is a House of Parliament. » Derivation of « hypocrite » — « Hippos, a horse; krites, a judge—a judge of horses. » « Annihilate—anna, again, nihil, nothing—to eat nothing. » « Antidote, a short story, » One boy with a descriptive turn wrote, « I seen a horke sitting on a goss fence, » and described the harmless necessary cat as the « dwaugh » of the animal kingdom.


It is calculated that the stationery ordered for the coming census of the United States would fill a room three blocks long, thirty feet high, and forty feet wide. In addition to the 20,000 population schedules now being printed, 10,000,000 more will be ordered at an early date. This will require 200 tons of paper, which is now being delivered at the rate of 30,000lb. a day. Twenty million blanks for statements of recorded indebtedness will be required; 7,000,000 or 8,000,000 manufacturers' schedules, and 2,000,000 agricultural schedules. These blanks are all about 9 X llin. in size. Six hundred different kinds of circulars have already been printed, the average number of copies of each being about 20,000, or, in round numbers, 12,000,000 miscellaneous forms. Besides the printed matter, millions of sheets of other paper are needed, one single order being for 100,000,000 blank cards for the use of the electrical tabulating machine. A part of this stationery will be sent through the mails, and for that purpose no less a number than 75,000,000 free-delivery envelopes has been ordered. These figures give only the amount of preliminary printing required. When the census is being taken and the returns are being computed, much additional printed matter will be used, and the printed census-records will consume more paper than is required both to get ready for and to take the census.


To many of Jour younger readers the name of « Matt Morgan, » whose death at the comparatively early age of 51 is reported from New York, will convey no idea; but twenty-two years ago, there was no more noted name in London than that of the young and rising artist of the 
Tomahawk, whose weird and powerful cartoons gave promise of a brilliant future. Tenniel is undoubtedly the greatest cartoonist of the century; but Morgan ran him close, and had he devoted himself to the work, might have taken the leading place. We open our 
Tomahawk volume at a magnificent and impressive double-page study—the date is 9th November, 1867—the subject « The French Memnon, or Waiting for War. » The 
Tomahawk cartoons (after the first few numbers) were enforced by a ground in an appropriate tint, the high lights being cut out. In this object the ground is a sombre brown; Louis Napoleon, as the Memnon—a bird of prey with outstretched wings upon his knees—sits rigid and inscrutable, facing the rising sun. The sky is filled with spectral armies, and the desert sands swarm with armed hosts, awaiting the sounds which the figure is to emit at sunrise. Doré never conceived nor drew anything finer; and this is but one of many. « Banquo at the Banquet, » in which the ghost of the murdered Maximilian rises and confronts the French emperor (20th July 1867) was another powerful work. « Alone in the World, » adapted from Doré (6th March 1869), is remarkable chiefly for its prophetic foreshadowing of the downfall of the third Napoleon. The literary standard of the paper was high, and its writing extremely caustic, but its great feature was the cartoons. It only lived about two years. It became involved in libel suits; and—gravest offence of all—the audacious artist ventured to caricature a royal favorite. This sealed the doom of the 
Tomahawk —a paper which did good service in its day. Morgan was the son of parents who were both actors and musicians, and he was brought up as a scene-painter; thereby acquiring a breadth of style and grasp of general effect which powerfully affected his style as a cartoonist. Before his association with the 
Tomahawk, he had travelled in Europe and in parts of Asia and Africa, as a correspondent of the 
Illustrated London News, and his desert and ocean scenes are drawn with a fidelity that shows how truly he had caught the spirit of the foreign regions through which he had journeyed. For a time he was associated with W. S. Gilbert and F. C. Burnand on the staff of 
Fun in its best days; and in 1870 he went to the United States, and joined 
Frank Leslie's Illustrated Paper. In 1874 he published « American War Cartoons. » He never abandoned his profession of scene-painting, and in fact in May last contracted the cold which caused his death while at work on the scenery of the new Madison Square Theatre. From 1880 to 1885 he resided at Cincinnati, where he carried on the business of theatrical lithographer. We believe that he was largely interested financially in the unfortunate 
Tomahawk. Had that paper survived, the genius of the young artist would doubtless have been embodied in work of a permanent character, and which would have brought him lasting fame.
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Our Correspondents.



Dunedin
, 19 July, 1890.




When that remarkable book, « Looking Backwards, » arrived in New Zealand, it was found that the supplies sent from home were inadequate, the booksellers clearing out their stocks in a few days. It occurred to Mr James Horsburgh, of Dunedin, that the demand would justify the publication of an edition of his own; and he gave the order to the Caxton Printing Company. Mr Nind, the foreman, put the copy into the hands of his staff at 8 o'clock one morning, and in exactly twenty-four hours the composition was finished. Within three days of giving his order Mr Horsburgh was supplied with complete copies of the work; and within a week he was supplying the New Zealand and Melbourne trade. Notwithstanding that his example was speedily followed by Whitcombe & Tombs, of Christchurch, and a publisher in Auckland, Mr Horsburgh sold a sufficient number to justify the enterprise. Of course I do not ask whether Mr Bellamy has received any royalty upon the New Zealand editions, only I would like to know, you know. Mr Horsburgh is the publisher of several works by colonial authors: « The Reign of Grace, » by W. Salmond, 
D.D.; « The Riven Cloud, » by William Ross; « Stories of New Zealand Life, » by William Davidson; and two volumes of verse, « Paddy Murphy's Annual, » by Thomas Bracken, and « New Zealand Voices, » by Arthur Eversley.


The remarkable change in the position of our Craft in New Zealand, owing to the spread of Unionism, fulfils the old proverb concerning bread cast upon the waters, which shall return after many days. It was only to be expected that after the improvement in Wellington, the Craft in this district would wake up also. And something notable has happened within the jurisdiction of the Otago branch. In the city of Oamaru, some seventy miles north of Dunedin, with a population of between ten and twelve thousand, there are two newspapers —the 
North Otago Times (morning), and the evening 
Mail; but until very recently there have been no society members there. The papers have been worked at the rate of one shilling per thousand. A few months ago, several comps applied to join the Otago branch of the N.Z.T.A., and were admitted; but all, with two exceptions, fell into arrears, and when reminded of the fact, some dropped out altogether. Soon afterwards a notice came to them that after a given date, the price per thousand would be 11d. This aroused them—nothing like a touch on the pocket to waken some men up—and they sought the aid of the Typographical Association:—as an indispensible preliminary paying up their arrears. Upon receipt of the news, a special Board-meeting of the Society was held in Dunedin, as a result of which the President and Secretary repaired to Oamaru to fix matters up. The first step taken by the deputation was to enrol every comp as a member, after which they waited on the masters and argued the matter out. Whether it was the astuteness of the President, the herculean muscle of the Secretary, or the united front of the local comps—or all three combined—which brought about the result, I cannot say; but I have the pleasure of recording another victory to our Society, the notice of reduction having been withdrawn.
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The book-fiend is still at large in the Australian colonies, and the papers are full of his misdeeds. In court he generally comes off victorious, but not always. At the Brunswick (V.) police-court lately, Samuel M'Cardell, book agent, sued S. Burrowes for the sum of £2 7s, alleged to be due on a publication called the 
Catholic Educator. Prosecutor put into the witness-box a canvasser named Harrison, who produced an order for the work. This was signed « Mrs S. Burrowes. » Mr Grylls, who appeared for defendant, asked witness if he often received orders signed after that manner. Witness acknowledged that he did not. Mr Grylls: Did you not ask Mrs Burrowes her name, and then say, « I have forgotten my spectacles, » and request her to write her name on a slip of paper? Witness: I do not use eyeglasses. Mr Grylls: How was the book delivered? Was it returned on the first occasion and again sent to Mr Burrowes' house? Witness: It was. Mr Grylls: On the second occasion was it not thrown on to the veranda and left there? It was delivered in the usual manner—left at the house. Mr Grylls pleaded that the defendant did not order the book, that his wife was a married woman holding no property of her own, and that neither she nor her husband were Roman Catholics, and would never under any circumstances have ordered the book. The bench dismissed the case.


The book-debts in three Gisborne bankruptcies, put down at £2325, were submitted at auction the other day, and realized only £2.


Mr Thomas Culling sends the following reminiscences to the Mataura 
Ensign:—In reference to the paragraph in your last Friday's issue, in which you notice « two facts of local interest » in connexion with the Early History Court at the New Zealand and South Seas Exhibition, and in which you make kindly mention of my name, allow me to say that I joined the staff of the 
Lyttelton Times in 1851 and continued to occupy the position to 1856, in which year the Otago Provincial Council wisely passed liberal land regulations. These induced me to sever my connexion with the 
Lyttelton Times and purchase land on the Taieri Plain. But the 
Lyttelton Times was not the first staff I joined in New Zealand. Early in 1849, I joined the staff of the 
Otago News. Otakau News was the heading brought out from Home for the paper. [ « Otakou » is the correct form. « Otago » is neither Maori nor English.—Ed. 
Typo.'] The 
Otago News was first printed and published in a small shed at the corner of Princes and Rattray-streets, Dunedin (Wise's Corner); afterwards the office, so called, was removed to a more pretentious building in Princes-street, where the Bank of New South Wales at present stands, I think. The staff consisted of the late John Boyle Todd and myself. We had to act as compositors, pressmen, devils, publishers, and frequently wri e letters and leaders. It may be interesting to some of your readers to learn that in 1857 the 
Otago News ceased to exist, and the present 
Otago Witness sprang from its ashes, but instead of 32 pages weekly as at present it consisted of at most four, sometimes only two, demy folio pages. On the news available from the outside world and the amount of jobbing on hand depended the day of publication—if not convenient this week, it may be next. These were happy-go-lucky times.
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Literature.



In grace and genuineness of thought and expression, none of our New Zealand writers of verse have surpassed « Austral, » whose contributions are well known to readers of the 
Australasian, and to a wider circle still by the specimens in Mr Sladen's various collections of Australasian poetry. In fact, the two or three examples there brought together were copied by reviewers as among the gems of the book. The writer, Mrs J. Glenny Wilson, of Rangitikei (
née Adams, of Victoria) has published a little collection under her own name, entitled « Themes and Variations. » It is a book that will be welcomed by every lover of poetry, and that should have an especial charm to those who—like 
Typo—are colonial born, or who have been dwellers in the colony from early childhood. With the exception of Kendall, the sweetest of Australian singers, no writer has so thoroughly caught the spirit of the southern lands. Here and there we find suggestions of Kendall's style, but there is no imitation; and while Kendall's verse is full of imagery derived from a continent, with its vast arid plains and boundless horizons, Mrs. Wilson's poems reflect the insular beauty of our own land of mountain, forest, and water-springs, with the great Pacific ever in view from any lofty eminence. It is no mere catalogue of natural features that we find in « Austral's » verse—the writer has the power, by a happy expression, to suggest the special charm of the scene she describes. No one who has journeyed through the Seventy-mile Bush, or who has crossed the Paikakariki mountain, can fail to have the landscapes and their associations vividly recalled by two of the poems before us—poems which it is needless to quote here, as they are in Mr Sladen's collection. If the quality we have noted were the only merit of Mrs Wilson's verses they would take a high place, though they might be open to the criticism of being distinguished by mere prettiness. But the little work is by no means a mere sketch-book of natural scenery. One may recognize the gift of insight which sees in the changing beauty of earth and sky the type of something loftier and greater—that which abides and is unchanging. There are questionings, but there is also assurance. There are, no doubt, readers who love the dyspeptic, despairing, and hopeless poets: they will find little to charm them in Mrs Wilson's book. The brilliant and sparkling Moore, when he turned to sacred themes, assumed a fictitious melancholy and disgust with all things terrestrial. « This world, » he piously wrote, « is all a fleeting show, for man's illusion given » — an altogether false and libellous sentiment. The following opening stanzas of a New World, » will give an idea of Mrs Wilson's descriptive powers:






Know'st thou an island on the misty ocean,



Green, green with fern, and many an ancient tree,



Whose waving top, with soft perpetual motion



Repeats the same primeval melody?



The rata with the red-pine interlaces,



And lights the forest with a scarlet gleam:



The sunshine in the hill the shadow chases;



The fern-tree bends in silence o'er the stream.





In « A Bed in the Hills, » there is a suggestion of Kendall:






Peace! peace! The summer breathes around,



Gold marsh-cups bloom in every hollow,



The seeding thistle sheds her down,



And airy spears of hawkweed follow.



The quail starts from her hidden nest.



Where shaking-green with fern embraces:



The mountains glide across the plain,



And vanish into azure spaces.



Blue phantom-land! May Eden yet



Be somewhere in these unknown places?



And he who deeply slumbers here,



(So spake a voice, or I am dreaming),



Through all its sorrows, sins, and fears,



Tasted of life and not its seeming.





—But we must resist the temptation to quote farther from this poem, and will give one exquisite little piece, « Pensees, » in full, as a characteristic example of our author's work:






I



Out of the deep, the endless coil of truth,



With wear and fret, and toil of many hands,



Strains slowly to the surface; while, in turn,



Each generation strives to lift the line



And read the secret of the fathomless sea.



Let us toil on! Who knows, before we go,



What living thoughts may flash back from these green depths below?





II



Columbus, wandering by the Iberian shore,



Asked of the waves to aid him in his quest.



And if, beyond that tremulous silver floor



They murmured round some kingdom of the west.



The breakers washed, in answer, to the land,



Fragments of spicy wood, strange fruit and shell,



And once a graven toy for childish hand,



A riddle for the sailor's wish to spell.



And we, who wander by the whispering bent,



In faith, and dream, and broken memory,



Seek for a sign of that far continent



That lies beyond Death's undiscovered sea.





The poems are singularly free from padding: the ideas are clear, and concisely expressed. There is not a long piece in the book, and some of the shorter ones are as sharply and delicately finished as a cameo. The second section— « A Book of Sketches, » is a kind of skeleton drama in detatched pieces. Trifling and fragmentary though it is, it contains good word-painting and shrewd delineation of character. There is not a piece in the book that we would wish to see omitted, and we hope that Mrs Wilson's first contribution to the literature of New Zealand will not be her last; and that « Themes and Variations » may find a place in every library in New Zealand.


« For so Little » is the title of the latest New Zealand « shocker » —the first attempt of a female writer. The work is a morbid and unnatural study of crime and weakness. It is chiefly objectionable, however, inasmuch as it is based on a very recent criminal trial, great liberties being taken with the facts. The attraction of the work will be that all the leading characters represent living persons, who can be readily identified. Bad taste is a mild term to apply to a fiction written on lines like these. The writer betrays more than the ordinary feminine ignorance of judicial procedure, and the murder-trial scene is suggestive of an operatic burlesque.


As a literary effort, the new monthly, 
Justice, is disappointing. The opening verses by the Rev. E. H. Gulliver are vague, and the original articles declamatory, but sadly deficient in substance. Much of the paper is taken up by Mr Arthur Desmond, our Champion Crank, and one of his articles is appropriately headed « The Working of the Yeast. » If the writings of George and Bellamy fail to set people thinking on social questions, they are a failure indeed—it is not enough that they should set folks talking or scribbling. And herein is the weak point of 
Justice—not one of its writers seems to have any ideas of his own, or any real acquaintance with the social condition of the colony.


« Bolf Boldrewood, » the author of many deservedly-popular Australian stories, is Mr Thomas Alexander Browne, police-magistrate and coroner in charge of the Albury District, New South Wales.


After a half-century of service, Mr. G. Bullen, custodian of the printed books in the British Museum, is about to retire. It is expected that Dr. Garnett, senior assistant keeper, will be promoted to his place.


The trustees of the British Museum have just bought for the print-room some characteristic specimens of the classic and idyllic work of the gifted but almost unknown artist William Calvert, who died at a very advanced age in 1883. In his youth he had been the friend of Blake, and produced some small designs in black-and-white, on stone, copper, and wood, which show Blake's influence, but have a beauty all their own which causes them to be highly prized by collectors. He was afterwards one of a circle of poetical artists, and in late life confined himself almost entirely to Greek mythological subjects, working generally on a small scale, and in a curious technical manner of his own in oil-color and paper. Caring rather for suggestion than definition, he obtained by this method extraordinary qualities of color-harmony, as well as idyllic sentiment and execution.


The Master Printers of Vienna have celebrated the quarcentenary of the introduction of the art by publishing a history of Austrian typography, which will be illustrated by some exceedingly fine specimens of wood-engravings and process-engravings of various descriptions. The volume is described as one of the most perfect productions of its class ever issued from the press—and those who are acquainted with the fine work of the Viennese printers will not doubt the statement. Only a few copies have been printed for public circulation.


Mr. W. D. Howells, the popular American novelist, began life as an apprentice to the printing trade. While engaged as a compositor, he contributed to the paper on which he was engaged, and occasionally had the satisfaction of setting up his own contributions. He believes that no other exercise is so valuable in the formation of literary style as work at case. The toil over all kinds of manuscript, and the constant necessity of grasping at precise meanings for the purpose of punctuation, is unequalled as a means of learning the construction of sentences, and developing the sense of the choice of fitting words.


The many admirers of Mrs. Frances Hodgson Burnett's stories will grieve to learn that the gifted writer is dying of consumption at Wayne, near Philadelphia.
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A Chinaman recently sent for treatment to the Brisbane (Q.) hospital for the insane, bore the ominous name of Ah Si Lum.


At the Colchester Police Court lately, a newspaper-man had a painful experience. A woman who had summoned a neighbor, illustrated in a very realistic manner an assault that the defendant was alleged to have committed. Leaning over the witness box, she seized the hair of the nearest reporter, tugging at it with such vigor as to lift the unhappy man from his seat. The reporter warmly protested against being made the subject of such treatment, and the bench bound over the complainant, as well as the defendant, to keep the peace. Insult was added to injury, for the incident was one of those at which it was impossible for unregenerate humanity not to laugh.





Colonists, already overburdened with innumerable statutes and ordinances, are indebted to the ubiquitous book-fiend for the latest experiment in legislation. The Book Purchasers' Protection Bill, introduced into the New South Wales Legislature, provides that the vendor or his agent—in reality the canvasser—shall give to the purchaser at the time of agreement a duplicate of the agreement signed. If he fails to do this he will be subject to a penalty not exceeding £5, to be recovered in a summary manner. It further provides that the total amount of liability incurred by the subscriber shall be distinctly printed in red on the face of the document.


On the 16th inst., in the House of Representatives, Sir John Hall drew attention to « a gross breach of privilege » on the part of the Wellington 
Press, in publishing what purported to be a report of the proceedings that morning of a committee of inquiry into certain charges brought against members of the Ministry by Mr. Hutchison. The report was in some respects correct, but it also contained some serious misrepresentations, and as the proceedings were private, there was no chance of any contradiction appearing. He thought it a case for the interference of the House. He did not, however, make it a matter of a specific motion, and after some desultory discussion, « the matter dropped. » — It may be added that the 
Press has published daily reports of the proceedings of the committee.


Mr. W. H. J. Seffern, of Taranaki, closes some very interesting reminiscences of the late Exhibition thus: « But my vision is not all told. I find myself in a deep study in the Early History Court, where all the curiosities of the South Seas were collected. I had been looking at the old newspapers, and my eye was soon fixed on one I knew something about. It was 
the Auckland Weekly Register, and was published on February 7th, 1857. The front page only was visible, but I see, in my mind's eye, on the imprint at the back the name of Alfred Charles Burton as the printer and publisher of it. Three-and-thirty years have passed since that paper was first published. I remember the day well. Where was he who printed it? What an age it seemed since then! In a reverie, thinking of the past—thinking of Alfred Charles Burton, and—I faced him—he the head of the successful firm of photographers in Dunedin, and I —well at my same old vocation. »
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Our Exchanges.



In the 
Typographic Advertiser a new and simplified system of music notation is described, and is greatly belauded. It totally dispenses with the use of stems, tails, angles, and straight and sloping lines. » The various time-values are expressed by differently-formed note-heads. The longest (semibreve?) is an open square, the half-note is represented by the ordinary semibreve sign; the quarter, by a tailless crotchet; the eighth, by a black square. Two other characters, the sixteenth and thirty-second (described as « occasional » ) are represented by a black lozenge and a black triangle respectively. Slurred and tied notes are connected by curves in the ordinary way. We presume that the « rest » signs are unchanged, nothing being said about them. The simplification of composition, and enormous saving of time in this system are evident enough—but what about the manuscript? No one who has had much to do with MS. music will believe that the average scribe would make any distinction between his round and square open notes, and as for the four black signs, who, with whom time was any object, would carefully draw a chord of triangles, or squares turned sidewise? We pity the comp who should set from average copy. We would have liked to see a bar or two in type; as we doubt whether the printed music, though decidedly neater and more compact, would be as legible as the accepted style. We would be glad to have specimen signs, and a few inches of the two staves to illustrate the novelty in 
Typo for the benefit of musical readers and our typographical friends who do not see the 
Advertiser. It is well that this innovation did not appear in the German empire. No one ventures to print the tonic sol-fa there. It is (or recently was) an offence punishable with imprisonment to tamper with the staff notation!


It would not be easy to speak too highly of the superb printing of 
Paper and Press. It is certainly not excelled by any periodical in the world. Moreover it is in good masculine style, with no dilettantism (except perhaps the affectation of using old-style letter—a complete anachronism in the nineteenth century). The April number contains some magnificent reproductions from steel and photography by a new process—the « Auto-glyphic » —a patent of the Levytype Company, Seventh and Chestnut-streets, Philadelphia.


The 
Inland Printer for May contains a full-page 
fac-simile of another marvel of French rule-work—a design entitled « 
La Papier: sa Fabrication—son Usage.»


The 
National Publisher and Printer (Louisville) says: « The International Copyright Bill was defeated in the House of Bepresentatives on May 2nd by a vote of 126 to 96. We chronicle this event with a feeling of deep regret akin to shame. »



Stationery and Bookselling has made a special effort with its spring number, and the result is a paper of 140 large quarto pages, so full of matter that one doubts if the busy people for whom it is specially prepared will find time to read one-half of it. It abounds in pretty initials and typographical ornaments which we read are all « lent » by a certain electrotype agency. Therein our home contemporary has the advantage of us!


We have to thank Bruce's Sons & Co., of New York, for a copy of their third supplement, completing our specimen-book to date. It contains eight styles of type; which, as they have been out for five years, it would be somewhat late to note in our column of Becent Specimens. We would only remark that we wonder that the excellent « Chirograph » script here shown in three sizes has not come into more general use.


The 
American Bookmaker for May contains as usual admirable original technical articles, and charming examples of book-decoration. It also contains a full-page « study in brass-rule » —without exception the ugliest and stupidest effort in that direction that we have ever seen.


The 
Paper World for April contains a thoughtful and able article on the present « revolution in the social order » —the enormous organisation of capital, and the opposing unions of the laboring and employing classes.



La Typologie-Tucker for May continues its valuable Typo-Lithographic Dictionary. Under the head of 
Grecquer, we find the plan of the Greek cases, as used in France, which differs materially from that in use in England. And necessarily so, for we note that our French brethren cast the entire series of capitals with accents. This involves accommodation for 77 additional characters; as in English work separate accents are always used. As Greek accents are placed on the left-hand side of the capitals, not above, as in other languages, we do not see any advantage in the French system, while it must be far more troublesome than the English.


We have received specimen copy of No. 144 of the 
American Advertiser Reporter, a neatly-printed quarto, published by the American Mercantile and Collection Association, 234-235 Broadway, New York. We note that American journalists are organising a campaign against advertisements on street-cars and railway-lines, and specially against national property being applied to such a purpose.
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Trade Lists and Samples.


The Anglo-American Art Color Company, St. Stephen's Avenue, London W., send us a sample-box containing half-a-dozen tubes of their artists' colors. The box is the company's patent—it secures the colors in transit, and is convenient both for exhibiting them and keeping them handy for use. We have not tested the colors; but they are highly recommended by those who have.
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The Natal 
Record, a Roman Catholic paper, after lingering five years, has died. In its last farewell it stated that « the whole Catholic world of South Africa was not able to furnish it more than three dozen readers! » This is the style of paper that is started to supply « a long-felt want. »



Preparation is the title of a new penny weekly of 16 pages, « for the Sunday School Teacher and Bible Student. » It is entirely devoted to the elucidation of the international Bible lessons of the Sunday School Union. It is an excellent paper, and is highly approved by all engaged in Sabbath-school work who have seen it. To be of service in this part of the world, however, it would require to be printed—like the lesson-sheets of the Union—some months in advance. It is published by John Haddon & Co., Bouverie-st., Fleet-st., London, E.C.


At an inquest in a native district in Hawke's Bay, a Maori witness was asked by the Coroner what the occupation of the father of deceased had been. He pondered awhile, and said, « Put down cannibal—that will do. »


Mr Poulsen, sporting-editor of the Sydney 
Telegraph, while riding in the city on 11th July, met with a terrible accident. His horse bolted and ran him against a cart, the shaft of which penetrated his thigh, and fractured the pelvis. The horse was killed.


Continental trade papers assert that if the resolutions of the Labor Congress, recently held under the auspices of the Emperor of Germany, are carried into effect, the results, as regards the interests of paper-making, will be most disastrous, owing to the number of women and youths employed in that industry.


While Mr Miln, the tragedian, at Gisborne, was reciting the line in 
Hamlet, « There is a special providence in the fall of a sparrow, » a sparrow flew from under the eaves of the roof, and, bewildered at the light and noise, fluttered and dashed itself against the proscenium, giving an unrehearsed illustration of the text.


Personal journalism is sometimes very edifying. Thus in noting that the Rev. John M'Ewin, editor of the 
Christian Colonist, Adelaide, is a candidate for the representation of Gumeracha, in the South Australian Assembly, a contemporary states that he is a « bigoted teetotaler and a strong anti-smoker, » but gives no hint as to his politics, or what his public career has been.


A sixteen-page quarto monthly entitled 
Justice is the latest addition to the Auckland press. It is an offshoot from the 
Leader, and with the exception of the title—which is ugly, and surmounted by an unmeaning ornament—is neatly printed. It is the organ of the Single-tax party; but goes somewhat out of its way to champion the Grand Orient of France, which has lately been instituting lodges in New Zealand. It says that the G. 0. F. is not atheistic. So signal a blunder as this in its first number is a bad augury for the future.


Mr Henry Roberts, the compositor who lately took action against the Wellington 
Post for libel, has called his creditors together—liabilities, £195; assets, £15. He had withdrawn his action against the 
Post, and attributed his insolvency to the action of the paper in serving him with a judgment-summons for £38, costs incurred, a liability which he altogether repudiated. He admitted the substantial accuracy of the alleged libel in the 
Post, and acknowleged that he had been ill-advised in instituting the action; but denied that it was a « bogus » one.


At the meeting of the Federated Trades Council, held in the Trades Hall, Wellington, on the 24th inst., the secretary was instructed to communicate with the booksellers of Wellington desiring them not to offer for sale publications issued by Messrs Whitcombe & Tombs, of Christchurch, on the ground that these publishers were competing unfairly by the employment of cheap labor, to the detriment of fair-dealing employers. It was also resolved to boycot the publications issued from the 
Evening Star office, Auckland, more particularly the 
New Zealand Graphic and the 
New Zealand Farmer, for the reason that the proprietor employs an undue proportion of girls and cheap labor.
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The Wellington 
Evening Press and the Napier 
Evening News are now on the list of offices worked on Society lines.


The arrangement by which Mr R. S. Hawkins was to purchase the Wellington 
Press has been rescinded. Mr W. F. Roydhouse is now sole proprietor.


Mr C. Priestley, a comp on the Gisborne 
Standard, is leaving for Melbourne shortly. He is a steady plodding young fellow, a half-caste, and can hold his own at composition with any ordinary « pakeha. »


On the 23rd inst., in the 
Evening Press office, Wellington, Mr Grenside, on behalf of the composing-staff, presented Mr B. Young, who is leaving the office, with a souvenir. Mr Young has been on the staff from the first issue of the 
Press, six years ago.


The Egmont 
Settler, a newly-established paper, is already in trouble. A letter personally attacking Mr Justice Connolly was allowed to appear in its columns, and it is stated that Mr Ballance, the proprietor, will be called upon to answer a charge of contempt of Court.


Mr. Loughnan, late of the 
Catholic Times, and formerly of the 
Lyttelton Times, has been appointed editor of the Wellington 
Times. Under the direction of so able a journalist, the morning paper of the capital city ought to recover its lost ground; and Mr. Loughnan is to be congratulated on again entering a sphere in which he can find scope for his talents.



We have again to ask the indulgence of our Subscribers for the late appearance of our monthly issue. The unavoidable loss of time incident on removal, and the disorganization of the entire carrying-trade of the Colony, are the causes.



We have prepared, and will publish in our next issue, a full history of the Labor Troubles of the month, so far as the Typographical Associations are concerned; together with an outline of the events which have brought about a temporary paralysis of trade in the Colony.


It is reported that the Rev. Mark Guy Pearce intends to visit Australia and New Zealand early next year.


The 
Tablet—the authorized organ in Great Britain of the Church of Rome—has completed a half-century of existence, and celebrated its « golden jubilee » on the 16th May.


The 
N. Z. Volunteer Gazette has begun a new series, and is greatly improved in appearance. It is printed on a better quality of paper, and the pages are surrounded by a treble rule.


The following is from the reflections of an American philosopher:—




The weary brain will plot and plan



Some way of duty shirking—



It's queer how hard a lazy man



Will work to keep from working!



A contemporary, as a proof of its unexampled success, informs its readers that it has « had to cable home for an increased supply of paper. » Strange, when a sixpenny « delayed » to the nearest big city would have answered the purpose!


Gisborne possesses a flourishing Phonographic Society, chiefly composed of young compositors and journalists, which is doing a good deal in the promotion of intellectual effort. The former president, Mr J. Drum-mond, is now on the « Hansard » staff.


Mr Whiteley King, a well-known New Zealand pressman, has been appointed secretary to the Union formed by the pastoralists of New South Wales to counterbalance the labor-unions. The salary is £400 per annum. There were 150 applicants for the situation.


Here are two curiosities in advertising from the New Zealand papers of the present month. The first is from an Auckland paper; the second is from the « agony column » of the 
Grey River Argus:—












[image: Notice of H. V. Martin's departure for Melbourne]




Notice—H. V. Martin, Artist and Engraver, will leave for Melbourne, via Sydney, early in August. All money due to the abovementioned individual must be paid by the 26th July, 1890. All claims against same will be settled by 28th inst.—I leave one of the finest climates and countries one could wish to live in, and will return when honest and intelligent statesmen repair the bottom.
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Miss M.—I am leaving Greymouth, but before going must thank you for your assistance. It has been invaluable. Your keeping me enlightened as to his movements, has been the means of me being able to accomplish my designs. I am very grateful to you.










The Tipperary 
Nationalist, for libelling Colonel Caddell, 
R.M., in an article headed « Colonel Caddell, the Cad, Pup and Brute, » has been adjudged to pay £1500 damages.
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Obituary.


News from Melbourne records the death of Mr E. M. Edgecombe, an old New Zealand journalist, and at one time proprietor of the Waikato 
Times.


At Bartholomew's Hospital, London, recently, J. M. Morton, author of 
Box and Cox and many other popular comedies, died in destitute circumstances.


News has been received from Sydney of the death of Mr David Parry, formerly a New Zealand journalist, who succumbed in the Sydney Hospital to injuries received in a tram-car accident.


On June 23rd, at Lexington-avenue, New York, Matthew Somerville Morgan—well known in the world of literature and art by his fine cartoons in the short-lived London 
Tomahawk—died, in his 51st year, of pericarditis, complicated with pleurisy.


Mr. C. Morton, of the City Typefoundry, London, died on the 17th May, at his residence, Essex, at the age of 55. He was greatly esteemed by all his workmen, and by his numerous intimate acquaintances. For the last four or five years he had given up the personal control of his business, owing to failing health.


On 6th April, Mr A. B. M'Glashan, of the firm of Adam & Charles Black, publishers, Edinburgh. He had been with the firm over twenty-six years, and had been a partner for about a year. He had represented the house abroad and in the colonies, where he had made many friends. The cause of death was influenza, followed by pleurisy.


Mr R. Clay, of the well-known printing firm of R. Clay & Sons, London, died on the 24th May, at the age of 51. He was a thoroughly practical printer, and had patented many improvements in printing machinery and appliances. Among these were a machine for perfecting a half-sheet with a single cylinder, a method of holding down stereo plates by atmospheric pressure, and a lock-nut for printing machines.


Mr Andrew Campbell, inventor and manufacturer of printing-presses, died at Brooklyn on the 13th April, in his 69th year. He was a clever mathematician and a versatile inventor. He obtained fifty patents, applied to every branch of press-building, and these represented but a fraction of his inventions. The marvellous machines employed in 
Scribner's, Harper's, and in printing Ayers' almanacs were wrought out by him. He is, however, best known as the inventor of the Campbell Country Press. He first engaged in business in 1855, and retired in 1880.


Home papers record the death, in his 64th year, of Mr John Parsons, for the past eighteen years manager of the 
Graphic, and the guiding spirit of the printing department of the 
Daily Graphic since its first issue. He was apprenticed to Messrs Clayton, Crane-Court, Fleet-st., and assisted in the production of the first number of the 
Illustrated London News. He was afterwards appointed overseer of the machine-department of Messrs Clowes and Sons; and in 1872 took charge of the printing department of the 
Graphic. He has left a wife and family and innumerable friends to mourn his loss.
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Design in Typography. 
Klinkhardt's Ribbon.



XLIV.




Until 1881, no original Ribbon combination, except Rohm's, had made its appearance in Germany. The only design at all approximating was the « Shield » of 79 characters, already mentioned in these articles, but of which we can give neither the name of the designer, the ori-ginal founder, nor the precise date of its appearance. In 1881, the house of Julius Klinkhardt produced a Ribbon which, while reverting in many respects to Stephenson & Blake's original series, was remarkably elaborated in true German style. In the four faces of accessory brass-rule, the English model was closely followed. The chief difference was in the shaded end-pieces, which, in the German combination, are made to join up to the brass rules at top and bottom, instead of, as in the English design, coming in between. As will be seen in the synopsis, the design provides for ribbons of four different widths. There are 63 characters in the combination, arranged as follows:




[image: ]
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There is the characteristic German thoroughness in this fine combination; and the large specimen-sheet, where it is exhibited in sloping and curved lines, and brought up with tint-work, is a superb piece of typographic decoration. There is one oversight, however, which is soon detected by the compositor—the pair of widening pieces, numbered 51-52 in the book, are cast for the bottom of the ribbon, and there is nothing to correspond for the top. The chief merit of the combination is, the great variety of designs, symmetrical and un-symmetrical, which it is capable of producing. Its formality and occasional stiffness is a defect inherent in type-ribbons of every description. It also possesses the fault—common to most designs of the kind—that it admits only a very small line in proportion to the space occupied. There are some very large pieces in the combination; but the largest ribbon will only take a pica-two-line.


We have seen three other Continental ribbon combinations in use, somewhat similar; but we have no knowledge of their origin or the number of their characters. One (by Woellmer?) so closely resembles Klinkhardt's in general style that it is quite likely the two would work together almost like one combination. Another, with a peculiar curved folding end-piece, we have seen in a French exchange, and another in our Roumanian contemporary; but they do not seem to possess any practical or artistic features distinguishing them from other designs of the kind. In its particular line, Klinkhardt's design, for variety and artistic execution, has not yet been surpassed; but its field of usefulness is necessarily a narrow one.
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The Mahakipawa Miners' Union have decided to boycot the Marlborough 
Times, on account of that paper's adverse criticism of the boycotting tactics of the Maritime Council. The 
Times survives.—Mr Creagh, secretary of the Napier Wharf Laborers' Union, ordered a boycot of the Hawke's Bay 
Herald, for having likened the Maritime Council to an ass in a lion's skin. The Typographical Association were indignant, as the 
Herald is a thorough-going union establishment, and the oldest in the district. Mr Creagh also boycotted the 
Telegraph, for championing Whitcombe & Tombs. Nobody outside of the Typographical Association seems to have taken any notice of the order, and the full extent of the damage sustained by the two papers appears to have been the loss of Mr Creagh's official advertisements.


At the half-yearly meeting of the Hawke's Bay Typographical Society, the attendance numbered close on forty. A satisfactory report and balance-sheet were read and adopted. The election of officers for the ensuing term resulted as follows:—President, Mr G. H. Long; vice-president, Mr G. Freeman (re-elected); Board members, Messrs T. Beattie, E. Chegwidden, M. Reading, A. A. George, and C. Young. Messrs Storkey, Hornsby, S. Freeman, and Chegwidden were appointed to represent the Association at a meeting of delegates from the various Unions to consider what form the celebration of Demonstration Day (October 27th) shall take in Hawke's Bay. The Maritime Council were thanked for the stand they had taken in reference to the Whitcombe & Tombs dispute, and a general boycot of that firm's goods was decided upon. Sympathy was expressed with the half-holiday movement.
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Our Correspondents.





Auckland,
 18 August, 1889.




Very little of interest to the Craft has occurred in this city for some time; but at present there seems to be some stir among the local comps. On Saturday evening last, Eobson's Commercial Room was filled with one of the largest gatherings of those connected with the Printing Trade that has yet assembled in this city. Since the Typographical Society have seceded from the Executive Council, they have been making efforts to get everybody into the new Society that was available—stereotypers, lithographers, machinists, bookbinders, engravers, artists, as well as comps. This will prove a powerful Society, and one, I think, which will be able to make a good stand, and help to keep the trade on a high basis, thereby benefiting both master and man. Arrangements are not yet concluded for affiliating with the powerful Australian Typographical Union, but are expected soon to be settled.


The first meeting of the new Society took place as already stated, when a long report was laid on the table dealing with various phases of labor in this city—especially that of compositors. I take the following items from the report, which may be of interest to the trade generally. Speaking of the formation of a Master Printers' Association, it says:— « While being pleased at the successful formation of a Masters' Association, your Board feel some regret in having to state that rumors are afloat concerning the breaking of the tariff by more than one employer, and the still cutting propensities of certain firms. Our Association, like all other Unions, could materially assist the Masters' Association in maintaining fair prices for all classes of work, but it is impossible to even hint at any steps in this direction until we get that moral recognition and justice from employers which we have a right to expect. » Which shows that the Society is desirous of maintaining and helping the masters. Concerning the girl labor question which is at present creating quite a stir in more towns than this, the report continues: « Until some steps are taken regarding the employment of so great a number of girls as compositors, under the present cheap system of wages, and the unfair proportion of boys, it is absolutely impossible for the Masters' Association to exist for any length of time, as employers of this class of labor 
will cut down the prices. In our own interests, also, we feel justified in appealing to all fair employers to assist us in remedying this great evil, as it is well known that numbers of good men, married, and with families dependent upon them, have been compelled either to walk the streets, take to the bush and gum-fields, or seek employment in other cities, through being unable to obtain work here in consequence of so many girls and boys being engaged at the trade for a few shillings per week. It may be interesting to quote the opinion of the Auckland 
Star on the girl-labor evil, and the following is extracted from that journal of July 12, 1890:—


Much of the blame is due to the girls themselves and their silly parents, Nowadays domestic service is not good enough for a girl, while dressmaking or factory work is considered more genteel. Of course, employers take advantage of this prevailing human weakness. They offer a girl a shilling or two per week for her « genteel » labor, while an average domestic servant commands eight or ten shillings a week and a comfortable home, and a nurse-girl six shillings a week and the home thrown in. A social revolution is necessary to regulate this evil. Girls should be educated to recognize domestic service as far more befitting a woman and certainly more genteel than either boot or shirt factory work, better calculated to improve them morally and physically, and there is no doubt the knowledge they would get


[image: ]
would enable them to minimise the number of unhappy homes through incapable and thriftless housewives.


Your Board would like to add to the above, that neither bootmaking nor shirtmaking can conduce more to the injury of girls, either morally or physically, than printing, and it is to be hoped that all Trade Unions, public opinion and sympathy will assist us in regulating this evil in printing offices. » The report and balance-sheet was accepted, after considerable discussion. The election of officers for the ensuing six months resulted as follows: President, J. Fisher (Scott & Co.); vice-president, R. B. Nesbitt 
(Herald); secretary, Fred. Christmas (McCullagh's); delegates to Trades and Labor Council, W. Jennings, J. Turner, R. B. Nesbitt, and A. T. Good. The meeting was addressed by Mr Mills, President of the Trades and Labor Council, who had been specially invited. The members decided to take part in the Labor Demonstration on 28th October. As the hour was late, the consideration of the new rules was left over to an adjourned meeting to be held on August 23rd.







Wellington,
 26 August, 1890.



The half-yearly meeting of the Typographical Society was held at the Trades Hall, Courtenay Place, on Saturday night, 16th August, there being a large attendance of members, and Mr W. P. McGirr (president) occupying the chair. The report and balance-sheet for the half-year, showing the branch to be in a very flourishing condition, was read and adopted, with some slight amendments. A donation of £5 was voted to Mr J. W. Henrichs, secretary, as a recompense for the arduous duties he had had to perform during the half-year. The report recommended that a sum of 10s 6d be voted to Mr D. P. Fisher for personal expenses in connexion with various meetings he had had to attend in connexion with trade matters, but the meeting raised the amount to £2 2s. The action of the Board of Management in connexion with trade matters was criticised, and ultimately received the approval of the meeting. The election of officers resulted as follows: —President, W. P. McGirr (reelected); vice-president, E. M. Hankins (re-elected); secretary, J. W. Henrichs (re-elected); trustees, F. A. Vaughan and J. W. Vanderburgh (re-elected); board members, G. Purdey (re-elected) and B. E. Vaney; Trades Council delegates, W. P. McGirr and H. C. Jones; Executive Council representatives, F. C. Millar and H. Mountier. Mr H. C. Jones was nominated for the office of secretary to the Executive Council, and Messrs T. Jones and F. C. Millar were elected to act on the committee of delegates from the various unions to make arrangements to fittingly celebrate Demonstration Day. The action of the Maritime Council with reference to the Whitcombe and Tombs trouble was favorably commented upon by the meeting, and a unanimous vote of thanks was accorded Mr J. A. Millar, secretary to that council, for his services in the matter.


It has been a custom with the hands engaged for the session in the piece-room of the Government Printing Office to hold a re-union at the end of the session. This custom has fallen into disuse for some years, but preparations are now being made for a gathering this year, and a committee has been appointed, of which Mr John Bigg is secretary-treasurer. It is intended to hold a dinner in the Royal Hotel on the 6th September, and invitations have been sent out to a few guests. Having been favoured with a look at the title-page of the programme, which is being manipulated by Mr Bigg, I solicited a « pull » of it, to give it as a specimen of neat composition, rendered very effective by a little rule-twisting. Mr Rigg was formerly with Messrs Lyon & Blair of Wellington, and has just returned from Melbourne, where he was engaged at Messrs Fergusson & Mitchell's.








Typo: A Monthly Newspaper and Literary Review, Volume 4

Auckland, 18 August, 1889





Auckland,
 18 August, 1889.




Very little of interest to the Craft has occurred in this city for some time; but at present there seems to be some stir among the local comps. On Saturday evening last, Eobson's Commercial Room was filled with one of the largest gatherings of those connected with the Printing Trade that has yet assembled in this city. Since the Typographical Society have seceded from the Executive Council, they have been making efforts to get everybody into the new Society that was available—stereotypers, lithographers, machinists, bookbinders, engravers, artists, as well as comps. This will prove a powerful Society, and one, I think, which will be able to make a good stand, and help to keep the trade on a high basis, thereby benefiting both master and man. Arrangements are not yet concluded for affiliating with the powerful Australian Typographical Union, but are expected soon to be settled.
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Star on the girl-labor evil, and the following is extracted from that journal of July 12, 1890:—
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would enable them to minimise the number of unhappy homes through incapable and thriftless housewives.


Your Board would like to add to the above, that neither bootmaking nor shirtmaking can conduce more to the injury of girls, either morally or physically, than printing, and it is to be hoped that all Trade Unions, public opinion and sympathy will assist us in regulating this evil in printing offices. » The report and balance-sheet was accepted, after considerable discussion. The election of officers for the ensuing six months resulted as follows: President, J. Fisher (Scott & Co.); vice-president, R. B. Nesbitt 
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"Trades and Labor."



During the past month the world-wide Strike Epidemic has broken out severely in New Zealand, and the narrow field this colony presents for the experiments now being tried by the Trade Councils, and its insulated position, gives the movement a peculiar significance. The matter is of some interest to the Craft, inasmuch as the dominant body, the Maritime Council, threatened to bring about a stoppage of the colonial trade because a Christchurch printing firm employed females in their composing-room. Minor issues were raised; but from the documents printed in full below, it will be seen that this was the only point at issue. On the refusal of the Railway Commissioners to boycot the goods of the firm in question, the Maritime Council withdrew, leaving the Typographical Association to deal with the matter as it best could. The next step was to fall out with the Union Steamship Company, and the strikes that have occurred and which have caused the colony and the working-men in particular so much loss—estimated at over £100,000 weekly—are connected with a desperate but futile attempt on the part of Queensland shearers to boycot all wool shorn by free labor.


From time to time our Christchurch correspondent has given particulars of the difficulty between the Unions and the Whitcombe and Tombs Company, Limited. As a preliminary to the account of the trouble, we give the following summary—not as an absolutely correct and impartial history, but as an authorised statement, from the point of view of the Typographical Society:




Early in February last the Typographical Society submitted to the Master Printers' Association a set of proposals relative to wages and proportion of apprentices. A reply was received stating that, owing to differences of opinion among the master printers, the proposals could not be considered by the Association as such, and advising the Typographical Society to submit them to the various master printers individually. The proposals were accordingly sent to each master, with a notification that they would come into operation early in March. The various master printers, except Messrs Whitcombe and Tombs, proposed a conference with the Society, which was held, and amended proposals were agreed to, limiting the number of apprentices to two for the firm, and one for each journeyman permanently employed, and fixing the minimum rate of wages for jobbing-work for permanent hands at 
£2 15s per week. Messrs Whitcombe and Tombs, on receiving the proposals of the Society, called together the members of the Society in their employ, and informed them that the company would not recognize the proposals in any shape or form. They consented, however, to receive a deputation from the Society. A deputation accordingly waited on them on Monday, March 3, and at the interview the deputation were asked by the company's foreman, Mr Hicks, if the Society would recognize female compositors as ordinary apprentices. They declined to do so saying that they had not been instructed to treat on that matter, but they thought that, if the company was prepared to pledge itself to pay the ruling rate of wages for apprentices, and to give them the same pay as journeymen when they were out of their time, the Society might be induced to admit them. Mr George Tombs replied that he was in favor of doing what was suggested, as he considered that if the girls did the same work as men they should be paid at the same rate. Mr Whitcombe, however, declined to make any such promise. No arrangement was arrived at during the interview on either of the points submitted by the Society, and the manager refused to submit the matter to arbitration. On the Saturday before this interview the company had given their bookbinders notice that, unless they left the Union, they would be discharged. The men were required to make their choice the same day. They held a meeting, and decided to adhere to the Union, and, on intimating this to Mr Whitcombe, received a week's notice. They appealed to the Trades and Labor Council, which appointed a deputation to wait on the directors of the company. The deputation did so, and the directors said they would withdraw their objection to employing Union men. The deputation asked if the directors were willing to submit the whole question to arbitration, but were told that there was nothing to submit. The Council then gave instructions to the bookbinders to return to work, and they did so. In the meantime the members of the Typographical Society working at Messrs Whitcombe and Tombs' had given notice, under instructions from their society, that they would leave their work in a week's time, mainly on account of the refusal of the company to employ Union hands. Before the expiration of their notices the firm had withdrawn their objection to Union labor, but Mr Whitcombe sent for his Union compositors and told them that he would hold them to their notices, not on account of their being Union hands, but on account of the slackness of business, and that he would send for them when he had work for them to do. They left, but have not yet been sent for by Mr Whitcombe, who has, however, taken on nonunion men. The Trades and Labor Council took the matter up and asked to meet Mr Whitcombe, to consider the question of the compositors, but were refused an interview, and then brought the matter before the Maritime Council, which appointed a deputation to wait on the company, who declined to meet them, saying that there was nothing in issue.




The Maritime Council, on the 30th or 31st of July, proclaimed a general boycot of Messrs Whitcombe and Tombs. No railway servant, lumper, or seamen was to touch any parcel to or from the firm, on pain of dismissal from his union and boycot by the societies. If the harbor authorities insisted on handling the goods, the port of Lyttelton was to be blockaded—all trains immediately stopped, and no ships allowed to load or discharge. The railway authorities, the Harbor Board, and the Union Steamship Company announced that they were determined to fulfil their statutory duties, and that any servant refusing duty would be liable to dismissal. Upon which the following extraordinary telegram was sent from Christchurch to the Railway Commissioners:










Instructions have been received from the Maritime Council to boycot all goods. The Railway Union decided to comply strictly with the instructions. If the railway men are suspended we must call all hands out, and the port of Lyttelton will be practically blocked by the Council until the suspended men are reinstated. Our action is imperative, as the case is a test one, and is backed by other firms. Can you instruct Whitcombe and Tombs that the Railway Department is not responsible through civil commotion?




—H. J. 
Edwards, General Secretary Amalgamated Society of Railway Servants.












The Commissioners replied that they were responsible for the due performance of their functions, and intended to carry them out. Circulars were sent to all booksellers instructing them to refuse to sell Whitcombe and Tombs' books, and demanding a reply either negative or affirmative. It was publicly stated that all the Wellington booksellers replied in the affirmative This, however, is untrue. The following advertisement was also inserted in various colonial papers, and is still standing:











Notice to Unionists and Others.—


The —— Branch of the New Zealand Typographical Association requests Unionists and sympathisers to purchase none of Messrs Whitcombe and Tombs' publications or goods while that firm maintains its present attitude of opposition towards the Canterbury Typographical Association..




—— Secretary












Messrs Whitcombe and Tombs inserted an advertisement in the Christchurch papers, from which the following is an extract:




We take it, this is about the full limit of the terrors employers can be subjected to. Whether such tyranny can be enforced remains to be seen. In withstanding it, we are fighting for principle and freedom, not alone for ourselves, but for employers of labor throughout the colony, to whom we now look for practical sympathy and liberal support in all our branches of business. We have a claim for such, both now and in the future; and we look forward with confidence to reap our reward boldly asserting our rights, and with us are all employers throughout the colony.




They also wrote to the Maritime Council, inquiring what matters were supposed to be in dispute. The Council ordered a suspension of the boycot, and sent the following « issues for arbitration »:






	1.
	Were men dismissed because of their connexion with the union?


	2.
	Have the firm kept their word to recognize the union?


	3.
	Has their refusal in the past to do so caused the dispute?


	4.
	Is not the employment of girls at 10s a week In the composing room a process of sweating?


	5.
	Are the demands of the Typographical Union reasonable?


	6.
	Should not the firm give practical proof of their future recognition of the union by employing union men at once and working under the union's rules?


	7.
	If it can be shown that the employment of females is detrimental to the whole printing trade, should it not immediately be stopped?





The firm immediately called a meeting of the directors of the company to consider the matter, at the same time writing to the Typographical Association asking for a definition of the demands of the Association referred to in the fifth issue. They had arranged to open a branch of their business in Dunedin, and the trades unions had announced the formation of an opposition establishment to be conducted on a cooperative system. All preparations for a general boycot were continued, and as the telegram from Christchurch had failed to influence the Commissioners, the following letter was sent to them from headquarters:











Maritime Council, 5th August, 1890.

To the Railway Commissioners, Wellington.


Gentlemen—




I beg to inform you that a dispute has arisen in Christchurch between the firm of Whitcombe and Tombs, publishers, &c, and the members of the Typographical Society, and this Council have been requested to try and effect a settlement of the same.


We have done all in our power to do so in a peaceful manner, but the firm have refused from first to last to meet us in any way or refer it to arbitration, thereby leaving no alternative to us but to take extreme measures against them.


We have in no way attempted to place that firm at a disadvantage with other firms, our request simply being that they should comply with the rates of pay and work according to the rules of the said Association the same as all other firms in the same line of business in Christchurch and throughout New Zealand, including the Government Printing Office, are doing.


Now, we have always understood that minorities are supposed to be ruled by majorities but in this case it seems that one individual is to be allowed to cause the total cessation of trade in the colony because the Carriers Act is said to compel you and other carriers to take his goods; but I venture to say that there never was an Act yet passed that could not be evaded if the parties interested desired to do so, and this one is no exception to the rule. And I further think that you, as public trustees of the people's railways, are as much entitled to endeavor to prevent a national calamity such as a general strike as are the trade unions of the colony.


My reason for laying this matter before you is that the Railway Servants' Union are a portion of the Council, and should we be forced to extremes, they, along with the seamen and miners, would at once be drawn in the dispute, thereby causing immense losses to both employers and employés. 

That the latter would feel it most severely no one recognizes more than I do, but that they would suffer (as they have done thousands of times before and are now doing all over the world at the present time) sooner than sacrifice the principle of their right to form a union I am confident, and it is knowing this, that causes me to write to you to consider if you cannot discover some means to overcome the difficulty.


I would remind you that the rights of the laborer demand quite as much conservation as the rights of capital, but I am given to understand that you intend to dismiss any servant who would refuse to handle the goods of a man whose avowed and openly-expressed intention is to crush the worker, thereby conserving the rights of the capitalist by the sacrifice of the laborer. Surely this is not justice, and I would hope that gentleman occupying the high and responsible position which you do would look fairly at the rights of both sides: as surely if it is right for Capital in the shape of Whitcombe and Tombs to defy Labour, it must be equally right for Labour (your servants) to say they accept the challenge. Then let them fight it out without asking you to step in as a sort of big brother to say to your servants « If you don't stop, I will punish you. »


The gravity of the situation must be fully apparent to you, as it is to me, and I would again ask you to consider the matter well. That your servants will refuse to handle the goods when called on to do so is certain, and so will the seamen. So long as no member of the various affiliated bodies is made to suffer through dismissal or suspension a crisis may be averted, but the first made to suffer will be the signal for everything to stop from Auckland to the Bluff. I sincerely trust that you will not treat this as a threat, because none is intended. It is only my duty to clearly lay before you the present and future positions, so that no one may go into it with their eyes shut, and people say hereafter, « We should have known this before it eventuated » You can easily see if we were desirous of forcing this that I would not waste time by delaying the action, but our whole desire is to have peace with honor. Should we not be able to achieve this object, then our only course will be war to the end.




—I am, &c.,



John A. 
Millar, Secretary.












To which the following reply was telegraphed:











Wellington, August 11, 1890.

Mr J. A. Millar, Secretary Maritime Council, Dunedin.




I am directed by the Railway Commissioners to acknowledge your letter to them of 5th instant, in which you invite them to evade the statute law b refusing to carry goods for Messrs Whitcombe and Tombs, because of a dispute between that firm and the Typographical Association, which you state, has not yet been settled to the satisfaction of that body and the Maritime Council.


The Commissioners recognize that they are, as you describe them, « public trustees of the people's railways, » and as such they could not deprive any one of the people of the common right of using those railways.


You might with as much reason ask the Post and Telegraph Departments and the Courts of Justice to close their doors on Whitcombe and Tombs, or on whoever else refused to obey you, as to ask that they should be debarred from using the railways.


If the public services of the colony could be used for partisan purposes, and to crush individuals, there would be an end to personal liberty, and in its place a reign of terror, instead of that of security and peace which has hitherto been deemed the greatest privilege of every law-abiding subject of the British empire.


You have raised a question not of capital and labor, or of the rights of majorities or minorities, but the much more serious question as to whether the laws and liberties of the people are to be overriden at will by a self-constituted and irresponsible body—in short, whether society is to be governed by Lynch law or Constitutional law.


The Commissioners think it proper to point out to you what appears to them the real meeting of your proposals, and that you are entirely mistaken in thinking that the public services could be other than impartial, or take sides and become allies in any dispute whatever.


You state as certain that the railway servants will refuse duty if called on to handle Whitcombe and Tombs' goods, and you assert that if suspension or dismissal should follow, there will be a stoppage of the railway services from Auckland to the Bluff.


The effects of so extensive a strike, should it come to pass, will be a serious check to the trade of the colony, and entail privations on many families, and, much as the Commissioners deplore these consequences, they will not seek to avert them by violation of the law of the land in refusing to carry any person's goods.




(Signed) E. G. 
Pilcher,


Secretary to Commissioners.




The communication will be sent also in letter form.










Meetings were called, both in Christchurch and Wellington, by the Union leaders, to support the Maritime Council, and to denounce the Commissioners. At both meetings the following series of resolutions were passed:






	1.
	That this meeting recognizes the present struggle as an evidence of an apparent combination of capital to crush the labor organizations of the colony, and urge that no compromise be accepted which fails to acknowledge the equal rights of the two interests.


	2.
	That this meeting expresses its indignation at the unworthy tactics adopted by Messrs Whitcombe and Tombs in dealing with labor interests and pledges itself to resist sweating in whatever form it may be practised' whether by the firm in question or by others.


	3.
	That this meeting heartily approves of and endorses the action of the Maritime Council in dealing with the present struggle, and pledges itself to follow the council in any further steps it may take, supporting it to the fullest extent morally and financially.


	4.
	That this meeting affirms the necessity of a complete unity of all classes of labor in the colony under one executive, as suggested by the Maritime Council, also that a general defence fund for the whole colony be established in connexion therewith.


	5.
	That this meeting endorses the necessity of the labor Bills now before Parliament, and calls upon the members in Parliament assembled to vote in their favor.





The meeting of directors of the Whitcombe and Tombs Company was held, but in the meantime, the workmen employed on their new building in Dunedin had been called out by the Carpenters' Union, and the work brought to a standstill. The result of the directors' meeting was that a letter was written to Mr Millar to the effect that as the unions had chosen to re-impose their boycot, the Company finally refused to submit the matter to arbitration. The firm also (on the 9th August) published the following letter in the Christchurch 
Press:












Sir—




With your permission we should like to give a plain statement of facts on the much-vexed question now before the public, as we find we have been greatly misrepresented by the other side, several of our statements having been so grossly distorted and twisted that the public will scarcely be able to judge fairly of the points at issue.


We deny that we have, or ever had, any dispute with our men or with the Typographical Association, consequently we have nothing to submit to arbitration.


We never locked any men out of our workshops, but our men who were members of the Association, and working quite contentedly, some of them for a number of years, were withdrawn much against their will from our workshops by the Association.


We have not refused to employ union men; on the contrary, we have since the withdrawal of our old hands given employment to several, but the Association have as constantly withdrawn them. The real grievance is our employment of half-a-dozen women, and it will be seen that in the Bill now before the House, while we are to be allowed to keep those we have already engaged, no office can in future employ any girl at type-setting under the age of eighteen: this will virtually close a trade to women which they are eminently qualified to take up, as after eighteen no girl would set herself to learn the business, and we maintain that when a girl has acquired the trade she would be able to earn a higher rate of wage at type-setting than any other business that is open to her; but this trade the men apparently are attempting to refuse to allow them to enter, as the Shop and Factory Bill now before the House has, we believe, been approved of by the representatives of the Trades and Labor Council.


We only ask to be let alone, and allowed to run our factory on lines to suit our business. We have already stated that owing to the nature of our business it cannot be worked on lines laid down by the union, which tradesmen very well know. But we are quite willing to pay in the future as we have in the past, a fair wage for a fair day's work, be it to man, woman, girl, or boy, and not less than union scale. Great stress has been laid on Mr Whitcombe being the head and front of the offending, but we may say that he has been firmly supported throughout by his co-directors, who are willing to bear the blame, if any, equally with him.


We take this opportunity of thanking the numerous sympathisers from all parts of New Zealand who have so kindly offered their timely support and assistance.




—Yours, &c,



Whitcombe & 
Tombs, Limited.












This, it will be noted, appeared two days before the reply of the Commissioners was telegraphed to Mr Millar. The manifesto of the 5th August was evidently expected to have the effect of coercing the Commissioners into submission. Had they yielded, the serious responsibility of the boycot, and of involving a State department in a private squabble, would have rested with them. Their firm attitude came as a shock to the unionists, especially as it was based upon principles which there was no gainsaying; and it received the unqualified approval of the press and public throughout the colony. Mr Millar recognized that he had no course open but retreat, which movement he effected in the following ungracious manner:











To the Editor 
Otago Daily Times. Dunedin, 14th August, 1890.



In view of the public mind, the Maritime Council are of opinion that they are justified in officially intimating the course they intend to adopt to Whitcombe and Tombs. The Council have given this matter close and careful consideration, and have looked into it from every possible point of view, with the result that they have arrived at the following conclusions:—That no general strike will take place; that Messrs Whitcombe and Tombs have determined to attempt to run their business on non-union lines, and thus enter into unfair competition with their fellow-traders, to the detriment of the latter, and their employes; they have rejected arbitration, which has been twice offered, have defied the union, and must abide the result; that Messrs Whitcombe and Tombs have deliberately made up their minds to bring about a general labor complication, regardless of the resulting disasters, and consequent waste of time and money; with characteristic selfishness the firm are content to disorganize trade in the hope that they may benefit in some degree amid the general trouble. The Council will, with the help of the unions, deal with this company on simple but effective lines; they will not be assisted to drag union employers and employes into their own plight. Until they fall in with the general practice of their trade this company will be compelled to stand out in miserable relief as the only firm in the colony who refuse to recognize the rights of labor, and true principles of unionism. The Council appeal with confidence to the public, whose comfort and welfare are wantonly sought to be imperilled, to mark their appreciation of this company's tactics by refraining from purchasing their goods, or countenancing them in any way. To unionists no such appeal is necessary. In conclusion, the Council desire to express their deep gratitude to the various labor organizations in Australia and New Zealand for their loyal, generous, and sympathetic support. Thanks are also accorded to the agents of Whitcome and Tombs throughout New Zealand for their ready assistance. They will not be allowed to lose thereby, and will be fully protected against unfair competition by unionists throughout the colony. The Council view with indifference the probability of a few taunting them with over-moderation. The representatives of so strong and combined a body as the unionists of this colony can afford to be independent. With their heavy responsibility they cannot afford to be rash or hasty in their movements, as by so doing they may injure the welfare of the whole colony.




—I am, &c,



John A. 
Millar.












The public hoped that the trouble was now over, but such was not the case. The moving spirits in the federated unions apparently were determined to have a pitched battle with capital in one form or another, and accordingly took up the quarrel of the Queensland shearers. For a week or two they managed to throw the entire carrying-trade of the colony into disorder; but free labor has been available to prevent an entire stoppage, and the collapse of the present revolt—one of the most wanton and inexcusable in the whole history of labor struggles—is a mere matter of time.





Meantime, the Christchurch firm have been subjected to a good deal of petty annoyance. A guerilla warfare has been carried on against professional men and tradesmen on whose stationery their imprint has been detected. Certain « labor » newspapers have published as a blacklist, the names of the shareholders in the firm, consisting chiefly of school-teachers in various parts of the colony, and these gentlemen have since been subjected to petty and vindictive persecution. The beer of a brewer who held shares was ordered to be boycotted, but this interdict (of course!) was speedily removed. All the educational bodies, from the New Zealand University downwards, have been ordered to boycot the firm. Some half-dozen school-committees have resolved to exclude their books from the schools. Committees have no authority to do anything of the kind, but this is a mere matter of detail. Apparently as as afterthought, a fortnight after its somewhat undignified retreat, the Maritime Council called out Messrs Whit-combe and Tombs' binders. The following letter, addressed by the firm to the 
Press, is the latest addition to the documentary history of the affair:












30th August, 1890.


Sir—




"We ask you to kindly grant us space to place before the public the following further development in our case, and in order to do so it will be necessary for us to mention briefly, that owing to the unsettled state of affairs in our factory in March last, we determined to send to Europe certain classes of work which have hitherto been done here, amongst which were included our diaries. As a portion of the work had already been commenced, the directors issued orders that such should be packed and stored for another year, but whilst this was proceeding, the following undertaking was received, and the directors after due consideration, decided to accept it and go on with the work.


The following is the undertaking referred to:—











Christchurch, March 15th, 1890.

To the Directors of Whitcombe and Tombs, Limited.


Gentlemen—




We, the undersigned employés in your Company, hearing from the managing director that yon intend inviting tenders in England for a portion of the work hitherto manufactured in your factory—the New Zealand Diaries, for instance—respectfully ask you to reconsidered your decision, because we fully recognize the fact that this means throwing a number of your employés out of employment, and also that work will be going out of the colony which ought to be manufactured here.


In order to restore any confidence which you may have lost in your employés through the late difficulty, we are prepared to pledge ourselves, so long as we are employed by you, not to submit any proposals which will interfere with your management of the factory for, say, twelve months, and also to conform to the proposed new rules by which we understand you are going to govern your factory for the future: anticipating at the same time that you will not replace any of your hands, except for gross carelessness or misconduct, or whatever the intended rules provide for.


And we further pledge ourselves that in the event of any one being discharged for misconduct as referred to, we will not take any action such as would prejudice the welfare of the business.


Trusting that this will be the means of restoring confidence, and hoping in a very short time the employers and employed will be on a satisfactory footing, and wishing the Company every success,




—We remain, yours obediently,

*












Now mark the result. The diaries duly went through the stages of ruling and printing, and had just reached the bookbinding department, when we received the following notice from each of the above-mentioned men, excepting Mr Clark:—











Christchurch, August 22nd, 1890.

Messrs Whitcombe and Tombs.


Gentlemen—




Acting under instructions from the Maritime Council, through the Canterbury Trades and Labor Council and our parent society, it becomes my duty to notify you of my intention to retire from your employment after Thursday, August 28th.










We do not believe that any right-thinking man, either unionist or non-unionist, will be found to endorse this further action of the Maritime Council. We ask, What security is left to employers of labor when members of unions will be guilty of so gross a breach of contract?


A statement has been made in the papers that the foreman of the department, Mr Clark, left the union in order to secure his position in our factory. Granted, hut he did so in the most honorable manner, for on enquiry, finding that it was not usual for foremen to be members of the men's society, and after the trouble was settled as he considered, as far back as June last, he sent in his resignation to the society, which was duly accepted. In conclusion, we would mention another fact, which we think reflects anything but creditably on the parties concerned. When our girl-compositors left work on Friday night, some of the men who signed the above undertaking, and joined by others, were unmanly enough to gather round the entrance to our factory and hiss and hoot the girls as they passed out, so that in order to prevent a repetition of such disgraceful conduct we had to seek to-day the protection of the police, and let the girls away before the usual hour.




—Yours, &c,



Whitcombe and Tombs, Limited.















* Eight signatures are appended. We omit them, as their insertion hi a trade-paper might have the appearance of "blacklisting."






Typo: A Monthly Newspaper and Literary Review, Volume 4

[miscellaneous paragraphs]




Prince Ferdinand of Bulgaria and M. Stambouloff have agreed to introduce the Gregorian Calendar in all official documents in future, having hitherto clung to the Julian or Old Style. This important and long-delayed reform is not without its political bearings, as indicating that Bulgaria is becoming detached from Russian influence.


Of all mechanical type-composere, the « Thorne » seems to be the best. With engine and gear, it costs about £500; a single machine is only suitable for one size of type on account of the loss of time (some three hours) in changing one size to another; and three men are required to operate it. As it has a capacity of 8,000 ems per hour, composed, justified, and distributed, there is a large saving on the ordinary system, where much solid matter is required. The 
Printers' Register for April has a long article on the machine, and its verdict is that for large offices the machines are a success, and will pay handsomely. In a small job-office or country newspaper-establishment, they would be as much out of place as a £3000 web-printing-machine.


The keenest and shrewdest criticism of Edward Bellamy's book that we have yet seen is in the correspondence column of a West Coast paper. The writer says that the book, « instead of making men think, will set them sweetly dreaming. »


In the rules of the newly-formed Shipmasters' Association, one of the duties of the treasurer is defined as being « to keep an intelligent look-out after the best interests of the association.!) There is no affectation of nautical language in the code; but the expression is an interesting example of the tendency of a worker to express his thoughts in the familiar terms of his craft.


Bishop Julius, of Christchurch, is a robust churchman, with views on certain subjects, including that of sacred poetry, which are somewhat eccentric. Most of the hymns in current use, he said, were « rubbish—trash. » That many popular hymns come under this category is doubtless true; but it is a little surprising to find the Bishop specifying « Hark the Herald Angels Sing, » as an awful example, and asking, « Who ever heard the herald angels sing? » —a question, by the way, that any Sunday scholar should be able to answer.—A clergyman in Wellington last month informed his readers that the Jubilee was a festival instituted by the Church of Rome! —We have seen some odd blunders by newspaper men in Scripture references; but certain reverend and right reverend gentlemen seem to be nearly as « shaky » on the subject, and with less excuse.


Newspaper men will sympathize with the editor of the Charleston 
Herald, who has been feeling the force of the West Coast zephyrs. He says: « We regret to have to say that our institution suffered considerably from the force of the gale. The beautiful Gothic porch at the front entrance, which was looked upon as a rare specimen of architecture, and against which every vagrant horse and cow in the district used to scratch its back, detached itself from the main structure at 10.45 a.m., and fell with great force in the middle of the next street—a total wreck. The main building also suffered to some extent, several portions of it having come to grief, there being nothing left of the chimney but the framework; and the massive wooden pillars of the corridor leading from the editor's lunch-room to the bullion-vaults were knocked considerably out of plumb, and to add to the misfortune the paste-pot is missing. If ever a long-winded subscriber had an opportunity of performing a meritorious action, that time has now arrived. »


« There have been a good many editors engaged on the 
New Zealand Times, » says a writer in the 
Sydney News. « Here I may say, parenthetically, 
quorum pars parva fui. One of them, 'Jock' Anderson, who, rest his soul, is dead, had to write a Christmas leader; and, as 'Jock' in addition to being a staunch Presbyterian, preferred fighting, at all times, to peace on earth and goodwill towards men, he did not find his ideas on Christmas come freely. So he turned up the paper of the previous Christmas Day, cut out the leader, pasted it on a slip of paper, and prefaced it thus: 'The sacred season is once more with us. As we remarked twelve months ago.' Then he handed this to the foreman printer with the remark, 'I dinna see how it can be bettered.' There is also to me a memory of a very pleasant gentleman who was years ago proprietor of the 
New Zealand Times, called then by another name. This gentleman was cast into an honorable prison by the autocratic Government of the time for having said something justly disrespectful of its administration. Years afterwards, in referring to this incident in his life, he was wont to speak with proper pride of the period of his 'incasseration.' »


At the close of the graduation ceremony at Edinburgh University, Prof. Masson delivered the address. He said that the three great old professions of the Church, Law, and Medicine were not now the only ones entitled to the name of professions—there were at least three others: the teaching profession; journalism—the literature of current history; and, less indistinctly organized as yet, that of the application of the physical and natural sciences to the medical profession. He went on to give advice to the graduates about to take up the various lines he had indicated, and concluded thus: « You, likewise, graduate, who may drift into the career of journalism, also a career of fine intrinsic capabilities, but with peculiar perils and pitfalls, believe what you write and write only what you believe —be willing to starve rather than sell yourself for hire against your convictions; abstain from mere yell and hullabaloo —think as carefully as you can over every topic with which you may have to deal; cultivate generosity to your opponents whenever generosity is possible; and, however hard you may have to fight, never hit below the belt. So in any other of the walks of life that have been suggested. In each there is a conscience, a standard of the highest efficiency, a rule of honor and integrity. »






Typo: A Monthly Newspaper and Literary Review, Volume 4

The Article in Maori






The Article in Maori



My attention has been drawn to an article in 
Typo, concerning the proper English rendering of Maori nomenclature, particularly in regard to the Article. The instance there cited, as « The Te Awamutu School, » &c, may be regarded in two different ways: one from the point of view of the exact scholar, the other from that of the sufficiently-accurate speaker of vernacular English. First, then, the scientific position. This is, that the Article both in English and Maori should be used; « Te Awamutu » is the name of a place, and « The Te Awamutu School » is perfectly correct. In regard to 
Arawa, care should particularly be taken to distinguish between this word as a tribal name, and the word when used as the name of a celebrated ancient canoe. The canoe was always named « 
Te Arawa »; while the Article, in its sense of « the, » was never prefixed to the other famous canoes of the same time. Thus, in Grey's Polynesian Mythology

* we find this passage: « 
Nga ingoa o nga waka nei, na, ko te Arawa to mua; muri iho, ko Tainui, ko Matatua, ko Takitumu, » &c., &c.; « These are the names of the canoes; first the 
Arawa, then 
Tainui, Matatua, Takitumu, » 
&c., &c. This use of 
te is so constant that I have no doubt that the proper way to write the name is 
Te Arawa, and not 
Arawa. White, in his Ancient History of the Maori,

† goes further than this and writes 
Te-arawa as the name of the canoe. But if we speak of the 
tribe of the 
Arawa we should not use the Article; a Maori speaking of tribes would say, « 
ko Waikato, ko Ngapuhi, ko Arawa. » Therefore, scientifically, we blunder in saying « the 
Arawa canoe and the 
Arawa tribe »; it should be « the 
Te Arawa canoe and the Arawa tribe. » However, I always speak of the 
Arawa canoe, because I dislike being pedantic, and affecting to be a purist in language when such masters both of English and Maori as Grey and Shortland, say « the 
Arawa canoe; the 
Tainui, the 
Matatua, » &c., instead of 
Te Arawa, Tainui, Matatua, &c. Colenso, who is the most accurate of our authors, always writes « 
Tainui, » not « the 
Tainui. » Of course, this vernacular usage refers also to the plural 
nga, even when it is a separate preceding word to the main word. Thus, it would be perfectly correct to write, « the 
Nga Whakarara, » for the celebrated Druidical-seeming stones between Kaitaia and Kerikeri, because 
Whakarara is not all the name; still I should not do this in speaking, because everyone who knows that 
nga means « the » would avoid the double Article. When 
nga is prefixed, and is actually a part of the word, the case is still stronger. Even in words where it is very probable that the first syllable, 
nga, is the Article « the » agglutinated, it would be probably wrong to omit the English Article, but I feel sure that before words such as 
ngati, it would be incorrect in the extreme not to use it. Grey 

‡ writes: « From Tama-te-po sprang the Ngati-Rongou tribe; from Tama-te-ra sprang the tribe of Ngati-Tama-te-ra, and from Whana-unga sprang the Ngati-Whanaunga tribe » —Colenso 

§ writes of « the Ngapuhi tribes » —so that there are good precedents. Moreover, I feel very doubtful as to the fact of 
ngati being a contraction of 
nga-ati. I know that Maori scholars, including Williams, give this rendering, but I feel sure that, if they are true scholars, they only do so as a suggestion, and not as a final etymology. My studies in Polynesian dialects outside of New Zealand do not lead me to accept the etymology, and in Maori itself there are several difficulties. If 
ngati is 
nga-ati, what is the exact meaning of 
ati? We know its ordinary general meaning; that is, it is a word used as a tribal prefix, and probably meaning « descendants of, » as the Ati-Hapai, the Ati-Awa, &c. Sometimes Ati is written as absolutely part of the word, as Atiawa, &c. Now, although I have so written it, it is a peculiarity of this word that it is (or should be) always preceded by the 
singular Article. Thus, Dr. Shortland writes:

‖ « When the Te Ati-awa tribes determined to abandon Cook's Straits and return to the lands of their ancestors about Taranaki, they were still in dread of their old enemies the Ngatimaniopoto. » So also in Grey's Polynesian Mythology,

¶ 
Atihapai is always preceded by the Article 
te, and not by 
nga. If this is the case, I cannot conceive how 
ngati has been derived from 
te-ati; there must have been some original meaning in 
ati demanding the singular Article.


The suggestions arising from the comparison of dialects are as follows:—In Samoan, 
ati is a plural particle denoting a number of chiefs of the same name or title, not necessarily of the same descent. In Tahitian, 
ati is (1) a patronymic prefix, pointing out the name of the ancestor or parent; (2) a faithful friend who will cleave to a man in distress. In Mangarevan (Gambier Islands, East of the Paumotu), 
ati means a descendant. In Mangaian (Hervey Islands), we have 
ngati, descendant of; in Paumotan, 
gati (ngati), a tribe, a race, a breed; and in Tabitian, 
nati, a class or distinction of men, as 
nati arii, the class of superior chiefs; 
nati raatira, the class of inferior chiefs. But this word 
nati, in Tahitian, also means « fitting close, » « to bind or tie with a cord »; 
natinati, a bundle; to tie close; and, in composition, 
natimoe, family or kindred; 
nativaea, the division of a company. This is the equivalent to the Hawaiian word 
naki, to tie up, and Maori 
nati, to constrict with a ligature. Thus there is a probability that the 
ngati used as a tribal prefix may have been at first 
nati, used as « a bundle of men, » a family « tied up together » (as in Tahitian), and the 
ng sound afterwards used to differentiate the secondary meaning « tribe » from the primary « a thing tied up. » There are other considerations (which would exhaust your patience too much to introduce) which make me inclined to believe that 
ati, or 
adi, was once a title, a prefix of honour, and that 
ngati is not the same word, nor a derivative.


I hope that neither your readers nor yourself will consider that I am speaking dogmatically or laying down an etymology: I suggest only. I have got past the first lesson in wisdom, viz., to know how very little I know; I have arrived at the second lesson, viz., to know how very little even the wisest and best-informed know.



22 August, 1890. 

Edw. Tregear.







* 
New Edition, Maori Part, p. 71.




† Vol. iv., p. 19, Maori Part.





‡ 
Polynesian Mythology, English Part, p. 158.




§ 
Transactions N. Z. Institute, vol. i., p. 413.




‖ 
Maori Religion, p. 103.
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Maori Part, p. 41.
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It is rather late for the acknowledgment; but we have to thank the editor of the 
Clarence and Richmond Examiner, Grafton, (N.S.W.) for a copy of the paper published under such remarkable difficulties—the water having been nine feet deep in the lower story of the office on the day preceding publication. He has also sent us a very interesting letter, which, with the paper, we shall preserve as an interesting memorial. The paper shows no outward and visible sign of the exceptional difficulties attending its production. It is a well printed 8-page sheet of 48 columns; and contains a remarkably full account of the flood and its effects in all the surrounding districts. Considering that all the ordinary means of communication were suspended, this is one of the most remarkable features of the paper.


The following is a specimen of protectionist logic from one of the most intelligent of the party—Sir Robert Stout. It is worthy of careful study. « We lived in a country that must have indirect taxation, because our requirements for the payment of interest and the carrying on of government were such that it would be simply ruinous, and the country could not stand it to depend on direct taxation alone. If we were to have indirect taxation it was necessary we should have Customs duties; and if we had Customs duties it was the duty of every man to see that these were imposed so as to help the industries of the colony. He apprehended that some Freetraders could go that length. Others would not, but said a tariff was simply to get revenue. He did not agree with that, but thought we should so arrange the tariff as to help the country to have diversified industries. » That is to say, the same amount of taxation which, directly and therefore much more cheaply imposed, would be ruinous, is not so when indirectly contributed. And further, that the taxpayer derives such benefit from his otherwise ruinous taxation being indirect, that he can not only afford to pay the extra expense of collection, but to contribute a further donation to help the industries of the colony!


The following resolution, passed unanimously by the Master Printers' Association of Christchurch, on the 12th June, was inadvertently shut out of our last issue:— « The Master Printers of Christchurch (Associated), reviewing with great satisfaction and pleasure the establishment of Master Printers' Associations in all the chief centres of New Zealand, think the time has now come when some attempt should be made at 'Federation.' They consider that the advantage to be derived from a meeting of delegates selected from the various Master Printers' Associations in the colony, held in one of the towns annually, would do much permanent good in consolidating and improving the general state of the trade throughout New Zealand. A meeting of delegates should, in our opinion, be empowered to deal with all the larger questions affecting the trade—such as the relations that should exist between the several associations in the colony; the avoidance of competition between members of our Association and another; an endeavor to make as near as possible a uniform tariff of charges for printing, with rules relating to same; questions affecting wages; terms and conditions of apprenticeship; and generally to discuss all matters that have for their object the advancement and improvement of the general printing business in New Zealand. »
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The Press on the Boycot



New Zealand is undergoing its first experience of an organized boycot, and many people are for the first time realizing what it means. We have never known the press so unanimous as it is in condemnation of this instrument of mischief. The Marlborough 
Times says that « a general strike, with an extensive campaign of boycotting, would not only prove a failure, but would practically ruin the labor cause. » The Hawera 
Star, fully recognizing the right of workmen to combine, and to strike if they think fit, says « We refuse to admit that any body of men are justified in refusing to any man his right to labor or to food. » The Buller 
Miner says that the first step towards improvement of condition must be an assertion of individual independence from the dictation of any other man: that each laborer should resolve: « I'll work when I please, where I please, at what I please, and I shall not allow for one moment any man or body of men to interfere with my rights. » « The labor party of this colony, » says the Wairarapa 
Daily, « is composed of two ranks, a front rank which talks much and works little, and a rear rank which works much and talks little. For the rear rank we have a profound regard and honest admiration, but of the former we are not enamored. » Both the Roman Catholic papers condemn the movement in unqualified language. The Dunedin 
Tablet says it is « a crime against progress, and an outrage on common sense. » The 
Catholic Times has been particularly outspoken, and has published a series of sound common-sense articles on the subject. It compares the Maritime Council to a dynamiter, who « aimed at his foe, and hit unoffending and innocent bystanders. »


One of the most unsatisfactory features of the present strike is the prevalent doctrine that loyalty to the union leaders is so pre-eminent a duty that all other obligations and contracts may be treated as null and void. Almost at the beginning of the movement we heard a laborer assert that « in time of civil commotion, » no contracts could be enforced. A somewhat similar representation was made to the Railway Commissioners, to induce them to become parties to a breach of the law. The result has been to make the settlement of the difficulty, either by State interference or arbitration, almost impossible. On this subject, the Taranaki 
Herald writes: « It would be quite easy to bring parties to a labor dispute, or the representatives of those parties, before a Court of Arbitration, but it would be quite impossible to compel them to state their case if unwilling to do so, and if either party refused to do so there could be no real arbitration, and any award would be an absurdity… The establishment of compulsory Courts of Arbitration for the settlement of labor disputes would in all probability intensify the very evils it was intended to cure, and the ultimate results might prove disastrous, as any attempt to enforce the decisions of such a Court would almost certainly lead to riot and civil disorder. A Court without power to enforce its awards would be as poor and contemptible a thing as a man-o'-war without guns. »
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We have had several references to the libel action of Mr Eddy against the Tamworth 
News. The Sydney correspondent of a contemporary gives the details as below: « Reseigh Martin has got two years. And who was Beseigh Martin, you will ask? I have not the honor of his personal acquaintance, but there was this bond of sympathy between us, that he, like myself, wrote a weekly letter for a country newspaper. In this letter he made some serious accusations against Mr Eddy, our recently-imported Bailway Commissioner, to the effect that that gentleman had abused his position to find situations in his department for some half-dozen of his own and wife's relations. Mr Eddy had previously had the unpleasant experience of being unscrupulously misrepresented in the Legislative Assembly, where, however, the offenders were safe behind their shield of privilege, and he could obtain no legal redress. But here was a definite statement, amenable to the libel law. So straightway the Commissioner proceeded against the proprietor of the paper in which the accusation appeared, Mr S. Joseph, for criminal libel. Mr Joseph, however, was allowed to escape on condition of publishing an apology, which appeared in some forty newspapers, and, last but not least, giving up the name of the writer, Mr Reseigh Martin, aforesaid. There was practically no defence, except that the unhappy writer pleaded that the statements which he made were matter of common conversation among the officers of the department, and that when he wrote them he believed them to be true. That the statements were false was conclusively shown by the evidence of Mr Eddy himself, that Martin was the writer was shown by the evidence of Mr Joseph, and the enormity of the offence in the eyes of the judge, was shown by the severity of the sentence inflicted—namely, two years' imprisonment and a fine of £1.


Mr Fish, in the House, is reported to have said: « I will now close with some doggrel, 'For the cause that lacks hassistance,' » &c. On which the 
Catholic Times exclaims, « Doggrel! Poor Domett! » And the readers of the 
C.T. are wondering what in the world « poor Domett » had to do with Linnaeus Banks's well-known ballad.


The following abject telegram was sent by a Canterbury member of Parliament, Mr Joyce, to the Lyttelton Wharf Laborers' Union:— « Sir George Grey and others think with me that we shall commit grave blunder to allow Parliament to terminate next week before strike terminates, but I dare not stonewall without your direction. Kindly advise. »


About one of the meanest things we have come across of late (says the Taranaki 
Herald) appears in a report of a meeting in the Patea 
County Press, where a member of a Boad Board says he « did not think it was necessary to spend money in advertising, as the proceedings of the meeting would be published in the local paper, and people would see from that that a Banger was wanted, and would look after it without waiting for an advertisement. »


At a recent meeting of the Wellington Free Public Library Committee, according to the 
Press, Mr J. B. Blair made an offer of a very valuable and interesting complete file of the earliest Wellington newspapers. They were formerly the property of the late Mr Robert Stokes, and had been sent through the Hon. J. N. Wilson, of Napier. The papers, he said, comprised the first number of the 
Spectator, which was published in London in 1839, the next issue being published in Wellington the following year. The numbers were complete until the paper was called the 
Independent.


In the House of Bepresentatives, Sir G. Grey presented a petition from Mr Leys, editor of the Auckland Star, against the proposal that no female under eighteen should hereafter be allowed to work as a type-setter. He maintained that this meant that the printing business was in future to be absolutely closed by law against women. Speaking after long experience, he declared that there was no more healthy or suitable employment for women, and mentioned that one female had been employed in the Auckland 
Star office for fifteen years without being away a single day through illness. He further objected to the clause dealing with the Saturday half-holiday, on the ground that if women must cease working at 2 o'clock it would be almost impossible to give them employment upon evening newspapers.


A telegram in the Sydney 
Daily Telegraph says: « The delivery of the book entitled 'Australian Men of Mark' has caused quite a commotion in Dubbo. About two years ago orders were taken for this book by two agents, who represented themselves as in the employ of the Government, and who said that they were gathering information concerning the leading residents of the various towns throughout the colony. They also stated that those who ordered any photos of themselves would be supplied at a cost of about one guinea per dozen. Several of the leading townsmen ordered three dozen of their pictures, which they find are now charged at 15s each, or with the books £33 6s. A meeting of those persons victimised was held on Tuesday evening, when over fifty rolled up. It was decided to place the matter in the hands of a solicitor, and obtain the opinion of a leading Sydney barrister whether the cases are worth defending at the forthcoming District Court, when it is understood that those who have not paid will be summoned for the amount. If all pay up it will mean nearly £4000 taken out of this district. »


Until the past few weeks, very few people had heard the name of the Maritime Council, which has lately been good enough to take in hand the control of nearly all the public and private affairs of the State; and the questions have arisen in many quarters, What is this body? and How is it constituted? The Council is supposed to be composed of eight persons—at present there are but six. Messrs Millar and Gibb represent the seamen, Messrs D. P. Fisher and Brown the wharf laborers, and Messrs Lomas and Bussell the coal-miners. The railway servants are entitled to send two delegates, but have not yet been directly represented on the Council. As the relations between the railway men and the Council are becoming somewhat strained, it is quite possible that they will not be represented. As the six members live far apart, regular conferences are not possible. The secretary, Mr Millar, has authority to take immediate action in case of emergency, and is therefore practically the Council. He has been represented as receiving a princely income. We believe that his actual salary is 
£4 a week, and that since the present trouble he has not been drawing it.
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A "Corner" in Labor



Little else has been talked of during the month than the extraordinary « tidal wave » of labor unionism—the widest-spread and most important movement that the colony has known. It is specially significant, inasmuch as it is no mere local phenomenon: like the oceanic disturbances following the Krakatoa eruption, it is only an ultimate result of vast upheavals far away, and world-wide in their effects. We have devoted a good deal of space to the movement so far as it has affected the Craft; but the attempted boycot of the Union Steamship Company following immediately afterwards, with the threatened stoppage of Government railway and postal services, and the wide-spread alarm and temporary paralysis of business following—were of much greater significance than the trumpery quarrel with Whitcombe & Tombs. In that case, though the firm had no dispute with their own hands, and maintained a perfectly passive attitude, there were certain methods employed by them in their business to which the unions are bitterly opposed, and to that extent there was a grievance. In the present strike there is none. The demands of the railway hands last March—though in some respects unreasonable—were promptly conceded by the Commissioners, and received with every expression of thankfulness and loyalty. The Union Company's men, who are out by the hundred, acknowledge that they fare better and are better paid than any other seamen in the world. Until lately there was quite a competition to enter the service —now there is a deliberate and organized attempt by the Maritime Council to ruin the Company. Very few people can account for their action: least of all the men on strike. The labor orators and union organs have not yet assigned one definite reason for the movement—they say vaguely that « the great principle of unionism is at stake, » that « capital is organizing to crush labor, » and more to the same effect. In a recent manifesto it is set forth that « unionism is based on the right of free contract »; yet, particularly in Australia, and even in New Zealand, the whole machinery of the unions is used to prevent freedom of contract, and the State has had to take special precautions to pro" tect free laborers from personal violence.


We have denounced—as heartily as any of the Knights of Labor— « corners » in grain, in textiles, in coal, or any other of the necessaries of life. As consistent free-traders, we denounce the present movement, as in the same category. It is not Labor 
v. Capital—capital is only beginning to organize in self-defence. Capital has been actually quiescent, and even though boycotted by the unions, has not resorted to reprisals. Not one case has been reported of a workman dismissed for being a unionist, or refused employment on that ground. Labor has made a huge mistake. The unions have striven to form a « corner » in labor—to establish a labor aristocracy. Eightly or wrongly, they hold that there is not work for all. Their remedy is to form a close corporation—to keep the work in the hands of a select few, and to shut it out with relentless persistence from all outsiders. We are far from saying that such is the object of the hundreds who have given up their livelihood at the bidding of the unions; but such is the deliberate and evident intention of the leaders of the movement. The ill-paid artizans of Great Britain are cheerfully contributing their dole to a movement which does not aim at securing fair wages and short hours of toil—these boons are gained—but at preventing honest men from earning a living at all unless they choose to pay toll to the leaders of the agitation. The battle is not between Labor and Capital, but it is an attempt on the part of Leagued and Organized Labor to unite and shut out all competition. When the London dock-laborers aroused the sympathy of the world and gained their victory, it was not anticipated that they would form a close corporation and shut their less fortunate fellow-laborers out altogether—yet that was precisely what they did; and the condition of the casuals is worse than ever. It would be the most grevious disaster possible to society if the labor unions could compass their present objects.


The idea of a general federation of labor intoxicated the leaders. When the coal-miners, the railway men, and the seamen federated, some genius became possessed with the idea that a simultaneous strike would paralyze trade in a moment. The unions would then he omnipotent! The temptation to try the experiment was irresistible. It was contemplated in the Whitcombe & Tombs affair; but the unexpectedly firm stand of the Eailway Commissioners cheeked it. Then it was, with even less excuse, tried on behalf of the Australian Shearers' Union. And it has happily failed. The men are « out » —many of them, we fear, will not find it easy to get « in » again—but the earth revolves as usual; the railway service is continued, the steamers are being run by free workmen; unorganized labor is making its hay while the sun shines, and is efficiently protected by the State; and the individual unions, as they gradually recover their mental equilibrium, are contemplating a secession from the federation that has led them into such serious trouble.


Misery, according to Trinculo, acquaints one with strange bedfellows; but trade federation has brought respectable men like those of our own Craft into worse company still. One's whole soul revolts at the humiliation of being leagued with the boycotting « scalawags » of the Australian Shearers' Union, whose weapons against free labor are poison and the lash. They vowed that no wool shorn by non-union men should leave the colonies. The wool has been shipped: they are defeated at all points; and the trades who foolishly—it is not too much to say wickedly—leagued with them must share the penalty.


We feel sure that good will ultimately issue from the movement. It is clear to us that « the principles of unionism » will not suffer. They have never been threatened, save by the Federated Council and the ambition of separate unions. We believe that mistakes of the past will yet be rectified, and that the result will be to the benefit both of Labor and Capital. This part of the subject we shall leave to a future article.


The experiment of placing the State railways under the control of a non-political board has been amply justified by the first great emergency that has arisen. Not being infallible, the Commissioners have made a good many mistakes; and have met with unmeasured abuse. But they have earned the lasting gratitude of the whole colony by the impartial stand they took when attempts were made to embroil them in the labor strife. They have proved themselves possessed of strong common-sense and high principle; firmly insisting on fulfilling their own duties, and on their employés doing the same, at a time when politicians, both in and out of Parliament, were experimenting as to which could grovel the lowest at the feet of the Maritime Council.
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Color-blindness is increasing among French chromo-lithographers. It is attributed to their being engaged in printing long numbers in the same colors—the primaries being the most injurious to vision.


A railway servant in Christchurch became so depressed in view of the probability of a general strike, and its consequent mischief, that his mind gave way, and he had to be taken to an asylum for treatment.


The Christchurch Branch of the Typographical Society have passed the following resolution: « That while having been quite prepared all through the recent labor crisis to follow the lead of the Maritime Council Council, this Board heartly approves of Mr Millar's manifesto declaring against a general strike, believing that the boycot will be found efficacious in bringing about a satisfactory settlement of the dispute; and, further, this Board hereby expresses its entire confidence in the executive of the Maritime Council»





Every social movement leaves its mark on language, and the present strike is no exception. The offensive epithet « blackleg » has disappeared from all respectable newspapers, and the term « free laborer » has taken its place.



Justice, the new Auckland weekly, adopts the same tone as that of the itinerant lecturers, whose orations at the present juncture have contributed to maintain the present mischievous upheaval of society. In a late article, it declares that « there is neither dignity nor delight in labor… The horny hand is a disgrace, and the tin dinner-billy a mark of shame…. Labor, under present conditions, is a curse; and man's sin is, that he endures it. » And more in the same strain. If the unpardonable sin of the present age is honest toil, then the editors of papers of the 
Justice stamp, and the tramp orators who preach socialism to workmen out on strike, are indeed righteous!


Australian orators and traders affect to regard New Zealand as a kind of appendage to the Australian group of colonies—oblivious of the fact that it is twelve hundred miles nearer the American Pacific coast, is a direct trader with the rest of the world, is more enterprising, and in proportion to size, vastly more productive than its big rival. In the N.S.W. Parliament lately a member referred to New Zealand as « an outlying island. » In the 
Typographic Advertiser, some time ago, in a column of nonpareil extolling « Australian Enterprise, » New Zealand is accorded three lines: « 
In the offing, twelve hundred miles from Sydney, lie the islands of New Zealand, with the 
large settlements of Wellington, Auckland, Dunedin, Christchurch, and others." The article was really the advertisement of an Australian supply house, and New Zealand was no doubt designedly depreciated. The « large settlements » are four cities, with an aggregate population of 175,000, and with daily papers far superior to those of any American city of equal population. Some of our exchanges address 
Typo « Australia. » This occasionally leads to a 
détour of 3000 miles. The mail steamers call at our ports on their way to Australia, carry the papers on and leave them at Melbourne or Sydney. There they are sorted out from the Australian mail, and returned by the next boat. The Pacific is an ocean of magnificent distances. From Wellington to Melbourne is half as far as from Liverpool to New York.


« An Old Comp, » writing to a Napier paper, contradicts our statement that « while every Union newspaper in New Zealand takes an independent view of the labor question, the labor organs, without exception, are produced in rat offices. » He says, « 
Typo makes a mistake here, and I proceed to prove what I say, » and warming as he proceeds, « 
Typo is a false witness, and should not be quoted. » And yet his proofs bear us out completely! The 
Lyttelton Times, he says, « is a labor organ, and pays the full rate. » To call the oldest-established newspaper in New Zealand a labor organ, is ridiculous. We classed it as « independent, » and for so doing our critic charges us with falsehood. We will put the 
Lyttelton Times into the witness-box. This is its testimony: « If the unions only make the blockade sufficiently complete, they will effectually destroy the cause of Unionism. It is a great experiment. So it is a great experiment when the bush-man, who wants to saw off a refractory branch, gets astride, and saws away at the part between him and the stem. The branch goes, and so does he. Against the complete boycot, the newspapers of Australia are crying out one and all. They ask what would be thought of the employer who hounded men out of every employment from one end of the country to the other. They condemn the boycot as the worst form of tyranny, they stick at no form of expression. But the unions are doing more to kill the complete boycot than any homilies of newspapers, or pulpit orators, or platform speakers. They are showing by the boycot that the boycot is impracticable. The boycot has only to be made a complete blockade, and capital has only to remain completely inactive. These conditions must be fatal to the weapon which is too ugly to be used. Its ugliness will not deter men from using it. Its imperfection will. » This is pretty independent writing. « The 
Herald in Dunedin pays its journeymen the full rate of wages. Here in Napier the labor organ pays the full rate. » If the writer had been candid enough to state 
how long the two last-named had been society offices and paid full rates; and what kind of pressure brought them at last into the fold, he would have given valuable testimony in confirmation of our paragraph. He might truthfully have added that a month under union rules killed the struggling Dunedin paper outright. It is significant that the first concern of the 
Globe, the 
Herald's successor, is to satisfy the trade that it is not conducted on the old principle. « Our house » (it says) « has been cleansed in other respects. 
We are freeing ourselves from the odium of utilising boy-labor, having dispensed with seven lads, engaged Association labor at full rates, and obtained the sanction of the Typographical Soeiety to our modified arrangements." What the seven unfortunate lads are to do does not appear. That is their concern.


The New York weekly 
Nation completed its twenty-fifth year on 26th June. During the whole of its career it has been under one management. It was the pioneer American literary review, and still holds the leading place.


The New York 
World, of 11th May, had about one-third of a page printed in red, entirely surrounded by black, which was done from one plate at a single impression, on a rapid rotary press printing 24,000 eight-page papers per hour. This is the first time that this feat has been accomplished, and the process was invented and carried out in the 
World office. During the seven years of Mr Pulitzer's management, the paper has been a magnificent success.


In its issue of 8th June, the London 
Weekly Times and Echo made the following announcement: « We discontinued our Sporting Notes last week. They will not appear again. We must, of course, still continue to give results of races—a newspaper cannot pick and choose its news; it is obliged to record a race as it does an execution, or any other disagreeable or disreputable occurrence. And we shall of course, gladly publish, as hitherto, all intelligence about healthful, manly, and innocent sport—such as cricket, football, and the like. But we do try —after an imperfect fashion enough, doubtless—to hold up a standard of life in these columns which the world may profit by; and we do not see that we can, consistently with that effort, any longer pander to the vile and dishonest gambling instincts which are so craftily taken advantage of by the 'noble sportsmen' who live on the betting public. »


It is strange what uncouth substitutes are proposed by those who object to Maori local names. The Wellington Education Board lately refused the application of the Mangaone Committee to change the name of the district to « Pleckville »! The hideous title has, however, been adopted by the postal department, probably because the euphonious and appropriate Maori name (which means Sandy Stream) is not an uncommon designation, and is scarcely distinctive enough. The whole local nomenclature of the colony will require revision at an early date, when there will probably be a grand clearance of Palmerstons, Havelocks, Gladstones, Stubbsvilles, &c, and a wholesale reversion to Maori nomenclature. Not only are names such as we have quoted multiplied to an inordinate degree; but some districts are known officially by two or three different titles. The port of Napier, for example, has three. Its official designation in the department of Customs is « Port Napier, » its postal name is « Port Ahuriri, » and to the telegraph department it is known as « Spit. »


The following is an extract from the report of the New Zealand Survey Department for the past year, by Mr A. Barron, Superintendent: « The two printing machines have been kept fairly constantly at work, and have turned out 926,623 impressions of 907 separate printings. The hand-presses, being mainly engaged on circular work and preparing for machines, have turned out 62,421 impressions. A new lens and camera, capable of taking negatives 30 x 30in., have been obtained; but in consequence of the press of work they have not yet been set up. The department has now an establishment capable of printing every kind of lithographic, photographic, and some of the process work of older countries. The work done will compare well with that of larger places, and but for the necessity of great economy in the drawing portion might be made as good as the best. It is sometimes vexatious that so little time can be given to working out the details of photographic processes; yet, in the midst of a constant flow of work, Mr Boss, chief of the lithographic office, occasionally finds time to make a step forward in something new. »


A Napier paper is responsible for the assertion that « Fame, the sire of Dudu, is in foal to Torpedo. » —It is not every North Island journal that can afford to laugh at outside ignorance of New Zealand geography. A Wairarapa contemporary heads a telegram relating to a tragedy at Whatatutu, 36 miles from Gisborne, « The New Plymouth Murder. » —One of the labor organs recently referred to the « Maritime Bouncil. » The moral concealed in this Little Cryptogram is apparent. —An itinerant lecturer is reported to have said that the duty of the press was « to disseminate facts in a pure unvarnished light. » —Some comical stories were told by members of the New Zealand Parliament in justification of the practice of personally revising « Hansard » proofs —a privilege sometimes availed of so liberally as to disguise their speeches beyond recognition. One member who « had been congratulated himself on having kept Mr Saunders out, » read in the proof that « he congratulated himself on having escaped from the sawmills. » The same gentleman, having quoted Thorold Rogers, found his quotation attributed to « Poor old Boger. » And Mr Vincent Pyke, having asserted his firm conviction that port-wine was absolutely necessary for some constitutions, found his elixir of life transformed into « pork-pies »!
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Paste from Straw.—


An English firm has turned another waste product to valuable account. The straw-boilings which accumulate in the manufacture of paper are purified by filtration, and reduced by evaporation to a stiff brown paste, forming an efficient substitute for gum arabic, which can be evenly spread on any substance, and which—most important of all—will not ferment.






To Prepare Cloth for Printing.—


A French contemporary says that to give cloth a proper sizing for good impressions in lithography, typography, or photography, it should first be soaked in boiling water alkalized with a little potash; after drying, pass it through a confined bath containing 2 parts of chlorhydrate of ammonia and 3 parts of dry albumen to 260 parts of water. After having been dried in the open air, the stuff should be sufficiently calendered.






New Appliance for Broadside Printing.—


The Patent Economic Broadside Engraving Company, Fetter Lane, London, has brought out a process, invented by a practical printer, which enables the letterpress poster-printer to rival the lithographer in color effects, and to surpass him as regards cheapness and simplicity. The invention is a compound for surface-printing; said compound being firmly fixed to a zinc plate, next engraved, and then tacked to a mounting-board. The composition can be freely cut with a sharp knife, rapidly hardens for the working, and is permanently fixed to the plate. The surface saves one-half the ink, which it takes and yields up more regularly than the best wood blocks. It has no grain and does not warp; and is not attended with waste, as all the old material can be melted and used over again. It requires scarcely any making-ready. Any size, from demy upwards, is supplied.






Ink for Zinc Labels.—


The proper ink for writing on zinc is nitro-muriate of platinum, which produces a jet-black indelible stain. Procure an ounce stoppered phial, into which put half-an-ounce of nitro-muriatic acid, composed of two parts of muriatic to one of nitric acid; then procure a small piece of platinum, such as the whole touch-hole of a gun, which must be put in the acid and the stopper left out; set the phial in the sun, or upon hot sand, until the acid has assumed a deep brown tint. A few drops of this should now be added to a little water and tried with a quill pen, adding drop by drop until a sufficient blackness has been obtained. The writing must be well washed in water as soon as it has blackened, and then it should be wiped dry and varnished. Or, dissolve in half-a-pint of common writing-ink two pieces of sulphate of copper the size of a hazel-nut, and write on the zinc with a quill pen.






Preparing Printing-Plates from Textiles.—


This invention, patented in Germany, by W. Sommer, Berlin, consists of a peculiar method of treating textiles so that they are adapted for printing. The material, the texture of which is to be printed, is put into a solution of 5 parts of alum and 38 parts of 50° alcohol; it is left in the solution for about twelve hours, and then put upon a frame. To protect it from dust it should be placed in a drying-box, and therein exposed for one hour to a temperature of 77° F. Beeswax heated to 131° F. is then rubbed upon the material while it is in the frame in the drying-box. The wax is visibly absorbed by the material, leaving the insterstices free, as on account of the heat the superfluous wax drops off. The textile material having been exposed in the drying-box for about nine hours to a heat of about 104° F., and after all the wax applied has been thoroughly absorbed, is to be coated with a preparation of 3 parts of gum dammar dissolved in 8 parts of pure turpentine. It is then dried in the drying-box for two hours, coated again with the same preparation, and finally thoroughly dried for two or three hours in the drying-box. When the textile material thus prepared is taken from the frame, it will be ready to be printed from, and will be found to be more durable than any printing-plate of metal or other material. After being mounted on wood or metal, it is available for any number of impressions.






Patent Justifying Quads.—


« Nut-quads » will have a new meaning if the following, from 
Invention, is correct: « We are pleased to notice that a patent has been granted to Mr J. Hayes, Preston, for a new or improved justifying-quad, which is possessed of the merits of justifying quad-lines in every kind of open composition, without the aid of the small spaces after the requisite amount of quad-space has been fitted up. The quad is cast in type-metal in two parts, one part having a brass screw and fluted nut attached. The quad is inserted in the line with other quads until the line is full, all but the 'space' required in the ancient style of justification, and the compositor has only to give the fluted nut a turn with his left thumb and the line becomes spaced out or justified. In distribution the process is quite as simple, and only requires that the justifying-quads should have a separate place in or on the case set apart for them. » We can quite believe that such a patent has been applied for and granted, though we have seen nothing about it in our trade exchanges. Any compositor would at once reject the idea as unpractical. The various styles of mechanical quoins—some of them really excellent—have not yet displaced the old wooden wedges in locking-up; but what are we to say to the introduction of similar mechanism into the compass of a nonpareil quad? At what price per pound could the new quad be supplied? How large is the nut which the comp is expected to turn with his left thumb? Does he re-turn the screw when he returns his letter? How long is the apparatus expected to last? If the quads exist in any more substantial form than the specification-drawings, we should much like to see a sample.
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The Cleveland Foundry send us two sheets showing « Euclid, » a new style, in six sizes. It is rather a pretty flourished roman, a lighter-faced variation of the « Elberon » of the same foundry, with the addition of large flourished initials. We have already given our opinion that these initials on L-shaped body, with long streamers, are a mistake. The series before us is the least open to objection of any of the kind—some of the caps thus adorned, as the B and the 0, are really graceful; but the majority are not. The E, F, and T, are ugly. The founts are supplied independently of the initials, and as these double the cost, the economical printer will do without them. We see that several American houses claim to have secured mechanical patents for L-shaped and mortised types. As we have handled types made on this principle for thirty years past, we are at a loss to know wherein the patentable novelty consists.—The same house shows two new styles, suitable for circulars, and both light, almost hair-line. We think we can trace the delicate touch of the designer of « Ivy, » « Acadian, » and « Cirrous, » in these graceful letters. « Waverley » is very like « Ivy, » with the old-style character introduced, and with plain capitals, and « Litho » is a somewhat similar style, with more exuberance of curve and flourish, to allow for which the lower-case letters are reduced in size—the 18-point characters being smaller in the face than those of 12-point « Waverley. »


« Crystal » (three sizes) is a notion from Farmer, Little, & Co. There are no curves on the letters, the 0, for example, being lozenge-shaped, two sides thick and two thin. All the letters are more or less distorted, except the I, V, and W, cap and lower-case, and these, being normal, seem to belong to another fount. We do not like the style. The idea is not altogether original, being a variation on Bruces' style 541 (1883) and 1556 (1884).


« Sarah » is one of the latest productions of the Lindsay Foundry, New York. It is a very thin heavy-faced latin, without lower-case, and is shown in four sizes, 12- to 24-point. It is an original-looking face, and can be recommended as thoroughly serviceable.


Messrs Allison & Smith, of the Franklin Type Foundry, Cincinnati, have brought out under the name of « Gothic No. 1 » a fine series of heavy sans with lower-case. It is in ten sizes, from 5-point (on 6-point body, lining with the next size), up to 48-point. This is a letter that will outlast—in all ways—a score of the crooked and distorted shapes that may now be seen in every specimen-book.


Barnhart Bros. & Spindler show in five series « Orbit, » a letter with lower-case, a good deal resembling MacKellar's « Culdee. » The figures are good, but are out of keeping with the eccentric style of the type, being in the plain « Doric » fashion.


The Union Typefoundry, Chicago, has produced a series of « Pilot » ornaments, containing five characters. Four of the five are conventionalized flowers, more suitable for isolated ornaments than borders. Each of the five is a different size, and apparently on different body. The smallest, in pica, is a simple border-design in hair-line. From a very small central circle runs an upright cross, upon which two squares are drawn.


The Dickinson Foundry show a condensed series of their « Tocsin » (a very light old style fancy roman titling). Under the name of « Skjald » they show a « cranky » style, which is the same as their « Typothetæ, » with the addition of appropriate lower-case. There is a decided originality about this letter, which distinguishes it from the hundred or more Yankee eccentrics which are mere imitations of such letters as the « Harper, » « Century, » and « Modoc. »


Messrs V. & J. Figgins send us another specimen-sheet, completing the series of their « Artistic Novelties. » Six beautifully-designed corners are shown in two sizes. There are centres also—a neat vignette for concert programmes, in two sizes, a regatta ornament, to occupy the whole foreground of a large card, and a landscape vignette for the bottom centre of a page. The founders say, « All these corners and centres are designed and drawn by English artists under our directions. »


The Keystone Foundry, Philadelphia, show in three sizes « Cellini, » a pretty and quaint light-faced wide flourished roman. They also show three more sections of their beautiful « Keystone » combination, bringing the total number of characters up to 124. This is the most original and beautiful combination yet produced in the United States. It affords an endless variety of tints, borders, and headpieces. The only fault we can find with it is the extreme delicacy of pattern in some of the pieces, to which only the most careful presswork could do justice.


« The new and original Dragon Border » (37 characters), by the John Ryan Company, Baltimore, is a somewhat barbaric combination. Good combinations and tints may be formed from some of the characters; but we do not much admire the « dragon » pieces. Klinkhardt has long since done the same thing better in his « Künstler » border (series 57), a combination that never became popular.


Genzsch & Heyse, Hamburg, show a second series of their « Inserat » combination—an arrangement of solid black squares, lozenges, &c, in 3-, 6-, and 12-point—37 characters in all. In tint-work or gold-printing, this border would produce good effects; but such is not its primary intention. It is intended for those gloomy borders in black which disfigure Continental newspapers, and are apparently the delight of foreign advertisers.


Schelter & Giesecke show a fine collection of signature-flourishes, to attach to script lines at the foot of circulars. They are bold and free, and the largest of them are about three inches in length.
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We have to thank several correspondents for cuttings of trade-items, of which, as they will see, we have availed ourselves.


The latest notion in Yankee advertising is a libel suit against the Lippincotts by a Boston company that manufactures a patent « food for infants and invalids. » The plaintiff claims $200,000 damages for the publication, in a medioal cyclopaedia, of an erroneous and misquoted analysis of the « food. »


Mr E. Menken, 65-66, Chancery Lane, London, W.C., sends us two more excellent volumes of Wyman's Technical Series. The first is « A Practical Manual of Typography, » by Arthur Oldfield, registered teacher in typography for the City and Guilds of London Institute, and is specially prepared as a text-book for technical classes. The work is clear, practical, and concise, and covers the whole ground of the typographic art as practised at present—an art so progressive that the best text-books in use in 
Typo's apprentice days are now obsolete. The work, which is published at 3s 6d, contains twenty-two chapters, appendix, and complete index; and is illustrated with diagrams of the latest improved materials and appliances. The author gives a suggested « lay » of the case, which—while a vast improvement on the old and barbarous system to which some printers still cling, of having the caps on the left-hand, at the top of the upper-case, is still open to criticism in many respects. We decidedly object to figures in the lower-case, after having giving the plan a fair trial years ago. They occupy ten of the most useful boxes, drive lowercase sorts and spaces into the upper-case, and are far too small when figures are used in any quantity. In casual work, the boxes above the caps are near enough—for table-work the ordinary cases are not adapted, and a figure-case is necessary. The author's advice on display, harmony of colors, arrangement of material, and office-management, is excellent; and the manual would prove a useful companion in any office, and if carefully studied would remove many difficulties.—The other little volume, which is published at 1s 6d, and has reached its second edition, is a glossary of over five hundred terms used in connexion with machine-printing. It is compiled by Mr F. J. F. Wilson, the author of « Typographic Machines and Machine-printing, » and is of peculiar interest and value, many of the terms being now for the first time collected and defined.
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« 
Angela, a Messenger, » is the title of a story by Miss E. H. Searle, 
M.A.—her first attempt, we believe, in the line of fiction—and she is to be congratulated on her work. Most of the so-called « colonial » stories are a patchwork of worn-out 
London Journal properties, with a few local names thrown in at random, and a noble savage or two after the Fenimore Cooper model. « Angela, » is of quite a different type. The descriptions of bush and mountain scenery show thoughtful and loving observation of the natural features of the country. The people are such, in mode of life, in thought, and speech, as one really meets—so life-like as at times to suggest individual prototypes—and the interest which centres around the main characters is skilfully maintained from the first page to the last. The story is on decidedly original lines. Thackeray wrote « a novel without a hero » —Miss Searle is probably the first lady to write a novel without a love-story. As a character-study the book ranks high—Angela Mount and her mother are utterly unlike the stage-puppets who fill the leading parts in most modern stories; the character of Mrs Mount in particular, being admirably conceived and developed. The book is essentially a religious novel; but it is not of the average « Lily » or « Pansy » type. Angela's conversion and religious experience are not of the conventional order, and therefore seem all the truer. The male characters are well individualized but are not drawn with the force that distinguishes the outlines of the heroine and her mother. The villain—who fills a very brief but important part in the development of the story—would be simply inconceivable, but that he is insane, a consideration which removes him quite outside of the region of criticism. We have a somewhat idealized vision of the Salvation Army. There are, happily, such characters under its banner as Captains Payne and Stirling, but their very unobtrusiveness causes them to be overlooked, save by the eye of charity. Captain Brass, with his advertising abilities, his self-esteem, and his complete lack of spiritual insight, is a character that will be much more readily recognized—his prototype is to be seen (and heard) almost anywhere. The country editor is so utterly objectionable a character that we might look in vain for the original. Slurk and Potts, of Eatanswill, and Max Adeler's western editor, Colonel Bangs, were gentlemen in comparison with him. Such men are sometimes to be found in country towns, but they are not usually editors. They send their slanders anonymously to the nearest « society » paper, and they sometimes meet with just such righteous retribution as befel Slawter. By the way, Miss Searle is faithful to one of the great traditions of the English novel—the contemptible rascal comes in for a tremendous thrashing. One fault of the book—an unusual fault—is that it is in parts too concise. The writer sums up in a sentence what had better have been extended into a paragraph. The reference to « some forty years ago » at the opening has led some readers to mistake it as the era of the story, and imagine the tale to be a complete anachronism. Careful readers will not be misled; but the transition from forty years to three or four years ago might have been more distinctly marked. There does, however, appear to be a slip in including reminiscences of the by-gone era of the warriors Hone Heke and Rauparaha among Mrs Mount's « old memories » of thirty years past. There are delightful touches of shrewd observation in the book—as for example, the description of the loutish young man who adored Angela at a distance. « He came up to her side with the manner of one who felt his own bodily existence a heavy and inconvenient burden in the presence of so celestial a being. Angela sometimes wondered why he sought an interview that made him so obviously uncomfortable. » There are suggestive passages like this: « Martyrs are not always of the passionate strong-charactered type, and a subtle intellect is at a disadvantage under torture. » Readers will form different ideas as to the motive of the work. To our mind it is striking as depicting the absolute consecration to missionary work of a character and disposition quite unlike the ordinary convential religious ideal. And in the vivid contrast between the purity of the heroine and the vileness of her chosen surroundings, one is reminded of the words of Milton:






So dear to heaven is saintly chastity,



That when a soul is found sincerely so,



A thousand liveried angels lackey her.



Driving far off each thing of sin and guilt,



And in clear dream and solemn vision



Tell her of things that no gross ear can hear.





We regret that the book is typographically poor and unattractive. In future editions we hope the exterior will be more in keeping with the literary merits of the work, which we cordially welcome as the first New Zealand novel of conspicuous merit.


The 
Monthly Review maintains its high standard. In the July number, Mr J. E. FitzGerald contributes the first instalment of an article on Shakespeare and the Cypher alleged to be concealed in the Folio of 1623. The fourth instalment of « A Lone Land, and those who lived in it, » is of unusual interest. It is from a manuscript by the late H. B. Sterndale, revised by Major Gudgeon; and we cannot but regret that the writer, possessing so vast a fund of exclusive information regarding the less-known isles of the Pacific, their antiquities and their history, has not left fuller memoranda on the subject. The series of articles in the 
Review show that he brought to the subject great intelligence and a store of curious erudition; his writings possess a strong fascination, notwithstanding occasional flippancy, and a besetting habit of flying off at a tangent to introduce some anecdote or reflection bearing very remotely upon the subject immediately in hand. He has much to say of the cyclopean architectural remains on many of the Pacific islands, and his idea is, that in most cases they are sepulchral in character. His descriptions of these structures—especially those on mountain-tops—recal Mr Colenso's account of the singular « rampart » on the summit of the Ruahine range (which probably no other European has ever seen), and which, together with certain other vast formations suggestive of human handiwork in that lofty and frigid region, « caused strange thoughts to arise. » 

* Many details are given of the wild and lawless men who took up their abode in Suwarrow, Ualan, Tinian, and other isles. A superstitious race they were, too, and students of « the night-side of nature » will find some narratives to interest them. Less credible than the dream-and ghost-stories is the tale of the four Church missionaries of Penrhyn Island, who sold their flock to Spanish slave-ships at $5 a head, and three of whom « took passage to Callao with their wives, having engaged themselves as interpreters and overseers at $100 per month besides their keep. » Mr Sterndale narrates this as an absolute fact. These articles (completed in the August issue), are well worthy of republication in an independent form. Lieut-Col. McDonnell continues his articles on the West Coast campaign. They are full of exceedingly interesting particulars, and contain many anecdotes and incidents probably known to himself alone. There is perhaps a little too much of Lieut.-Col. McDonnell, and the certain disaster that followed whenever his advice was neglected.—Mr W. B. Hudson completes his little narrative of « A Holiday Ramble in the North Island, » and gives some vivid and charming descriptions of inland scenery.—Mr D. W. M. Burn (readers of 
Zealandia will have a dread remembrance of the name) writes « A Sonnet and its Import. » Mr Burn's article in the May number on Archibald Lampman, if a little rhapsodical, was readable, and was brightened by the lovely verse it enshrined; but here he is at his worst again. A reviewer generally tells us something of the author of the thing reviewed—Mr Burn simply dumps down the Sonnet, and does not even give the writer's name or address. (Not that we want it, by any means!) The Sonnet is supposed, in its fourteen lines, to interpret Shakspeare's 
Tempest, and is itself so unintelligible that Mr Burn takes up three pages in trying to explain it. It begins:






In the still-vext Bermoothes of God's mind



Lies this enchanted Isle of ours—





« Only a small but worthy band, » the writer tells us, will take the trouble, « with patient earnestness to find the wherefore of its being. » 
The Tempest, it appears, is « Shakspeare's prophecy, Shakspeare's eternal verity, and like all such, susceptible of four interpretations according to the various phases of our humanity—the Material, the Astral, the Personal, and the Cosmic. » Mr Burn is merciful, and develops only the fourth of these. Personally, we prize 
The Tempest more than anything else Shakspeare has bequeathed us—but we do not believe in its Plenary Inspiration; and the critic, by intimating that it was a kind of Enigma, in which the author has concealed a system of Blavatskyism, has done his best to destroy its perennial charm. We shall next expect to have the Folklorist, demonstrating that Prospero is a Solar Hero, and that Miranda is the Dawn. Mr Burn says the Sonnet is religious in tone. If so, a new definition of the adjective is needed. It is really an expression of self-idolatry, which is at the opposite pole to religion.—In the August number, Mr George Robertson gives a very interesting account of the boracic acid lagoons of Lardarello, Italy, and the highly scientific and economical method by which the volcanic vapors of the soil are made to yield their minute proportion (3 per cent.) of boracic acid, in a district without fuel, the vapors themselves supplying all the necessary heat. The writer suggests that some of the volcanic vapors in New Zealand might be similarly utilized.—Mr FitzGerald, in his second article, deals more fairly and rationally with Mr Donnelly's theory than any other critic whose comments we have read. Rejecting altogether the gross, incoherent, and trivial narrative, to the compilation of which Mr Donnelly has devoted such enormous labor, he says: « But I am far from sneering 

at the idea that there may be a Cypher History of the Folio of 1623. It has been frequently noticed that there are strange eccentrictities in the typography of that volume —words hyphenated, in italics, with the initial letter in capitals, words in brackets, and so on, where there is no apparent need for such peculiarities, and where they are not used in similar places elsewhere, and which are not accounted for by the state of typographic art at the time. If there be any Cypher History it is here that it must be sought, and not in the direction in which Mr Donnelly has wasted so much time and labor. » With this we fully coincide. We have a copy of the 
facsimile of the folio, and after many years of proof-reading, and a wide experience of the vagaries of the « intelligent compositor, » we feel sure that the monstrous typographic freaks in question are not errors of the press, but are the result of deliberate design.—In Chapter xi of « Nga Tangata Maori, » Major Gudgeon speculates as to « Pre-historic Inhabitants » of these islands. A lady contributes anonymously « A Note on the Teaching of Literature, » complaining of the « over-editing of plays and poems for examination purposes, » as defeating its own object. She says: « The moral which I wish to point is this:—That criticism learnt off and repeated at second-hand has no educational value whatever. »


The Rev. Theodore Wood has written a bright and vivid account of the life of his late father, the Rev. J. G. Wood, the popular writer on natural history, who died in March of last year. The interesting fact is mentioned that the late naturalist was the original of « Little Mr Bouncer, » in 
Verdant Green. It is noteworthy that the author of that humorous work, the Rev. Edward Bradley (Cuthbert Bede), died last December—in the same year as his fellow-collegian.


The 
National Publisher and Printer says that Richard Henry Stoddard, the poet-editor, one evening found some difficulty in completing a poem; and as he mused over it, his thoughts, wandering from the subject, found expression in the following simple and graceful lines:






Birds arn singing round ray window,



Sweetest songs you ever heard;



And I hang my cage there daily,



But I never catch a bird.



So with thoughts my brain is peopled,



And they sing there all day long;



But they will not fold their pinions,



In the little cage of song.





Literary knowledge seems to be somewhat deficient in newspaper offices. The 
Bookmart quotes an edifying list of blunders from the report of a book-sale in the 
New York Sun. « Marguerite de Valvo, » « Boccaccio's Dreamerone, » « Diana of Portiers, » « Amaioli binding, » and « Stultifird Navis, » is not a bad collection for a single article.


Another important dictionary is in hand. Mr John L. Farmer is about to publish a comprehensive dictionary, on scientific and historical principles, of English slang. The work will be in three foolscap quarto volumes, on thick paper with large margins. Five hundred copies for England and half that number for America will be printed, and the price of the work will be five guineas.


The tercentenary of the death of Christopher Plantin will be celebrated during the coming summer at Amsterdam. Bibliophiles from all parts of the world will be invited to attend the festivities. Mr Vanderpeereboom, the Minister of Commerce, and one of the greatest collectors of old books in Europe, will be at the head of the affair.


Mr Whittier writes to a correspondent: « I have reached a time of life when literary notoriety is of small consequence, but I shall be glad to feel that I have not altogether written in vain; that my words for temperance, charity, faith in the Divine goodness, love of nature and of home and country, are welcomed and approved. »


Under the title of « Recollections, » Mr G. W. Childs, the worthy editor of the Philadelphia 
Ledger, has published a very interesting volume of personal reminiscences. Mr Childs is one of the most successful, as well as one of the most liberal, men in the United States. « I owe my success, » he says, « to industry, temperance, and frugality. »





* 

In Memoriam, an account of visits to, and crossings over, the Ruahine Range: p. 63.
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New South Wales (says a Melbourne paper) claims to have led the van in the use of postage stamps, the earliest bearing date 1838, whilst the first used in England were dated 1840.—On which a correspondent remarks: There seems to be a slight error here. The first postage stamps used in England were printed at the office of Messrs Clowes, Stamford street, prior to 1840.


Mr J. Stewart Algie, of the 
New Zealand Musical Monthly, has severed his connexion with the Clutha 
Leader, and has gone into business with his brother, Mr D. G. Algie, as Algie Brothers, general printers. The 
Monthly has now an office of its own, and looks brighter and better in its new dress. We wish the firm and their popular little periodical every success. The body-founts in the office are from the foundry of Stephenson, Blake, & Co.


A peculiar libel case is reported from Hawke's Bay. Some time ago the 
Bush Advocate inserted a report of a meeting of the Ormondville Town Board, in which Mr Forword, the chairman, cast a reflection on Mr Russell, the clerk. Russell admitted the correctness of the report, but instructed Mr Dinwiddie to issue a writ for libel. Mr Clayton, of the 
Advocate, received a letter demanding five guineas in settlement. He demurred, but compromised for three guineas. He omitted to send the three guineas, however, and it was sued for. Mr Clayton then found that Mr Russell owed him £2 18s 6d, and he consequently entered a set-off, paying the difference (7s 6d) into Court. When Mr Dinwiddie heard of the set-off, he withdrew the case.
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Our Exchanges.



No. 1 of the new series of the 
Printers' Album (Shniedewend & Lee Company, Chicago), with which is now incorporated the 
Electrotyper, is to hand; and shows a great improvement on its predecessors. The style of composition is harmonious, and the pages have a beautifully clean appearance. The opening article by Mr Herbert L. Baker, on « Printer Incubators, » deals with an abuse which is (comparatively) as common in the Colonies as in the United States.


Our Danish contemporary, the 
Typografiske og lithografiske Meddelelser, contains a lively little story of the phonograph, for which in the absence of more serious matter, we may some day find a place.


There is no falling-off in the 
Bookmart: the numbers for May and June are as full as ever of critical and bibliographical lore. The issue for May contains a charming fragment of ten four-line stanzas, by Hartley Coleridge, hitherto unpublished, entitled « Infancy. » The modest editor, Mr Lord, is fond of disguising his name by anagrams. In the June number his signature figures as « Harold Klett » and « Roderick Thradthall. »


Mr John Southward, who has edited the 
Printers' Register with great ability for a good many years, severed his connexion with that paper at the end of June, having accepted the editorship of the 
Paper and Printing Trades Journal. In the June issue of the 
Register, Mr Seffern's account of the 
New Zealand Herald and Auckland Gazette is quoted. It concludes with the words, « The 
Herald had a chequered career for about ten months, when it was sold by auction. » « It is now, » adds the 
Register, « one of the most successful and well-conducted journals of the whole colonial press. » The 
Register here makes a mistake, though a quite excusable one. There is no connexion between the two 
Heralds. When the present one appeared, the first had been dead and forgotten for nearly a quarter of a century.


The 
Gutenberg Journal, of 2nd July, quoting from 
l'Imprimerie, states that the English founders have finally decided to adopt a common standard pica—one-sixth of an inch, and to cast all the other sizes to aliquot parts—the point being one-twelfth pica. This is precisely the reform we advocated at considerable length in our first volume. The sizes, it is said, will be named as follows: Excelsior, = 3-point; Brilliant, = 3⅓ (a misprint for 3½); Semi-brevier (why not the old name, « Gem »?),=4; Diamond,=4½; Pearl, = 5; Agate, = 5½; Nonpareil, = 6; Minion, = 7; Brevier, = 8; Bourgeois, = 9; Long Primer, = 10; Small Pica, = 11; Pica, = 12; Minion (of course two-line or double minion is intended), = 14. It will be seen that two names, « Excelsior » and « Agate, » are borrowed from the American nomenclature—the latter supplanting the old English « Ruby. » The names, however, when a point-system is introduced, will gradually die out, the numbers taking their place. What strikes us as very remarkable, if, this important item is correct, is the complete silence of our English trade exchanges on the subject.






Typo: A Monthly Newspaper and Literary Review, Volume 4

Trade Lists and Samples




Trade Lists and Samples.


The publisher of « Slater's Secret Telegraphic Code, » Change Alley, Cornhill, sends us a batch of circulars recommending his system.


Messrs G. Waterston & Sons, 8, St. Bridest., Ludgate Circus, send us a large quarto catalogue of office stationery and requisites. It contains 100 pages, and is profusely illustrated.


Carl Schlenk, Roth, near Nürnberg (London branch, 14, Aldersgate-st., E.C.), sends us his special export price-list, with samples of about twenty varieties of his bronzes. He also sends us a beautifully-printed card, exhibiting the bronzes in use.
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Messrs Stott & Hoare, Melbourne, are the publishers of the 
Shorthand Journal, a magazine devoted to the reporting profession. Will the 
S. J. please exchange?


Mr R. S. Hawkins, late editor of the Wellington 
Press, has severed his connexion with that paper. He is one of the ablest and most independent writers in the colony.


It has been decided to wind up the 
Press Newspaper Company, and a new company, under the title of « The Christchurch 
Press Company, » has been formed to carry on the newspaper.


Mr W. Epps, formerly of the Manawatu 
Times, and of the Parliamentary Press Gallery, has received a good appointment on the reporting staff of the Sydney 
Morning Herald.


Mr P. Galvin, a journalist well known in New Zealand, is about to start a paper in Victoria, at Yea or Yackandandah. (So long as it takes a cap « Y, » apparently, he is not very particular as to the locality.)


Mr D. Chamier, formerly the popular editor of the Waipawa 
Mail, and who is now in London, has taken to himself a wife. He has the best wishes of his many friends in the North Island.


At Gisborne a conviction has been entered by arrangement on a second case of Atack 
v. Jones, for piracy of cable messages. A fine of £1 7s and costs was imposed. Argument follows at the Supreme Court, Auckland.


The New South Wales Typographical Union, after devoting a night to the discussion of the subject, has with much enthusiasm rejected a resolution in favor of the admission of female compositors to its ranks.


The 
Trades and Labor Chronicle, of Christchurch, having published an abusive article referring to the Whitcombe & Tombs Company, received a writ claiming substantial damages. The proprietors immediately took steps to turn the affair into a joint-stock company.


Some newspaper men are gifted with versatility. A Sydney editor, Mr Edmund, won a prize for an essay in opposition to the federation of the world, and now, out of 535 competitors, he has been awarded the first prize for an essay in support of such federation.


Says « Puff » in the 
Press:— « That was a curious mistake of a 
Press compositor yesterday! He was setting the news of the Seamen's strike, and the fact of the Union Company waiting further development. The comp put it 'develment'! And he wasn't far out!»


Mr T. P. O'Connor has withdrawn from the London 
Star. He receives £15,000, on the sole condition that for three years he is not to contribute to any other daily paper.


Only one hand—that of a little girl—was raised in a Hokitika school when the Inspector asked, « What was Penzance noted for? » And the shy answer came, « Its pirates! »


The Pope has thrown open the Vatican library to scholars and students. It contains the most precious collection of manuscripts in the world, and has hitherto been most jealously guarded.


Mr John Young, of Wellington, an expert shorthand writer, has left for Sydney to take up an appointment in the Sydney office of the New Zealand Press Association. Mr Young has been in the service of Messrs Levin & Co., and prior to his departure was the recipient of handsome tokens of esteem, both from the firm and his fellow-employes.


Some of our contemporaries have recorded the decease of the long-established 
Galignani's Messenger. We felt sure that there was a mistake, and we find, by our latest exchanges, that the paper is not only still alive, but has been enlarged to eight pages, and is in all respects equal to the great London dailies. It was established in 1814.


« Most accomplished, inveterate, unblushing and unmitigated liars » is the dignified language which Sir Thomas Esmonde applies to the two Melbourne morning papers. Such an assertion, from such a quarter, will do no harm. Sir Thomas is good enough to add that for enterprise, business management, and editorial ability, the Melbourne morning papers are not equalled in the whole world.


The attitude of a very large number of the men now on strike is illustrated by the following dialogue, overheard by a Napier reporter in a public bar. B. (member of Carpenters' Union): « We're strong enough to get what we want, and we'll have it. » Enquiring Barman: « What is it you want? » B. (after a pause, scratching his head): « Well, I'm—if I know, but » (thumping the bar) « 
we'll have it. » Chorus of applauding friends, « 'Ear, 'ear!»


The irrepressible « Joe 
n Ivess is again « rag-planting. » His latest field is at Newcastle, N.S.W., and of course the office was to be on the rat system. « Rather than conform to the rules of the Typographical Society he would pack up his plant and clear. » This (says a contemporary) was the purport of the reply given to two officials who had been delegated to interview Mr Ivess. The result was reported to the various unions. In a day or two Mr Ivess asked for an interview with the Board. He was willing « to work his paper on 'stab' at £2 15s for forty-eight hours. » A resolution was passed, « That the proposal be not accepted, it being contrary to the spirit of our rules. » Mr Ivess, stepping downwards, was then willing to submit what he termed the dispute to arbitration. A meeting was thereupon convened for the purpose of allowing Mr Ivess to ask the members to allow the matter to go to arbitration; but when the time arrived and Mr Ivess rose to speak, he said that he had come « prepared to submit unconditionally to the rules of the Society. » He has for once met more than his match.
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A new monthly, entitled the 
New Zealand Journal of Insurance, Mining, and Finance, has been started in Dunedin.


The 
Trade Protection Gazette is now incorporated with the 
Mercantile and Bankruptcy Gazette of New Zealand, published in Christ-church.


The Dunedin 
Herald is dead, and with it has perished its weekly reprint, the 
Saturday Advertiser. It lately found it necessary to conduct its office on union rules, and this proved « the last straw. »


Another labor organ has arisen from the ashes of a defunct daily. The old types of the Dunedin 
Herald are now applied to the production of a daily unionist paper entitled the 
Globe. It is edited by Mr W. Freeman Kitchen, late sub-editor of the 
Herald.


At Sydney recently, a coroner's inquest was held on David H. Parry, a journalist, who died at the Prince Alfred Hospital. The evidence showed that the deceased was 35 years of age, and of intemperate habits. On 28th June, while attempting to alight from a tram in motion, he slipped and fell, and a wheel of the car crushed his left foot. The jury returned a verdict of « Death from exhaustion, consequent upon continued delirium, following injuries accidently received, acting upon a man of intemperate habits. »


The paper 
Labour, announced by Mr Harker to appear on 1st June, has never seen the light. A prospectus of a weekly illustrated paper under the same title has been issued from Dunedin, and contains some unusual provisions. The affair is to be run by a joint-stock company, with a capital of £5000 in 20,000 5s shares; the business to be taken in hand when one-fourth is subscribed. No shareholder is allowed a greater proprietary interest than £2 10s in the concern. There are to be seven directors, one of whom is to elected each year by the Socialist party. The profits (of course there will be profits) are to be applied in five different ways, set forth in detail. The first five thousand shares are not yet taken up: unionists have too many other calls just at present. Applications for shares are to be sent in to Mr J. A. Millar, who has —one would think—nearly enough irons in the fire already. There are at the present time three or four union organs in New Zealand which the labor party are allowing to perish of starvation—another has just been started in Dunedin. What is their opinion of the project?
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Obituary.


Recently, Mr John Thirkell, formerly of the Sheffield 
Telegraph, and latterly proprietor and editor of the Shanghai 
Courier.


Lately, at Motueka, Nelson, Dr Greenwood, aged 87, some time editor of the Nelson 
Examiner, inspector of schools under the provincial system, principal of Nelson College, and more recently sergeant-at-arms.


On 14th May, at Brooklyn, Robert Lindsay, head of the newly-organized firm of George Bruce's Sons & Co., type-founders. He was only 39 years of age, and the cause of death was heart-failure, following an attack of « the grip. » He had a great taste both for the mechanical and fine arts.


Mr Oliver B. Bunce, editor of Appleton's publications, died on 15th May, of consumption, aged 62. He had been connected with the firm for over twenty-five years. He was the author of « Don't, » a little book which appeared anonymously, and of which 100,000 copies were sold.


Major Gudgeon, an old new Zealand colonist, lately died at Melbourne. He was quartermaster of the Wanganui Militia during the war, and afterwards lived at the Thames and Auckland. He was the author of a number of books on the war in New Zealand. His son, Mr W. E. Gudgeon, is a Judge of the Native Lands Court, and is also known as a writer on Maori subjects.
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Wellington, New Zealand: Published by 
Robert Coupland Harding, and Printed by 
Lyon & 
Blair, at their registered Printing Office, Lambton Quay.—August, 1890.
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Design in Typography. 
The Queen Anne Border.



XLV.




Versatility of form is always a desirable feature in a combination, and this is a leading characteristic of the subject of our present chapter. It follows naturally, as well as chronologically, after Klinkhardt's Ribbon, with which it possesses several points in common, and with which it is capable of combination. It appeared, as nearly as we can ascertain, in 1882, the following year, and is known to us only as one of Stephenson & Blake's productions, though we are informed by an English friend that the design is really a French one. As our knowledge of French type is confined to the productions of one foundry—that of Gustave Mayeur—we are unable to speak with any authority of our own on the subject. The « Queen Anne » design, which combines the three valuable features of a Ribbon combination, a Tablet design, and an ordinary Border, consist only of the following 15 characters:—




[image: ]


This is one of the simplest and best designs of the kind that has ever been brought out. In the first place, it makes a better ordinary border than any other ribbon combination. The square corner may be used with the simple double line, or with the line adorned with scroll ornaments. A decided advantage is that no brass rule is required. The justifying pieces are all cast on two-line emerald, and line perfectly with the design. In those combinations that work with brass-rule, the lines rarely correspond as they should, and generally refuse to join up well. It possesses an advantage over all


[image: ]
other Ribbons in the depth of line it will enclose. The ornamental ends enclose 36 - and 60-point respectively, while the open pair take 30 - or 40-point according as they are arranged, and may be extended as required. It is in the ingenious arrangement of these pieces that the versatility of the design chiefly appears. We show them set both ways—one pair both closed and extended. The latter will admit a line of any depth required. Tablet and Border designs in this combination are much strengthened by a plain rule panel inside, especially when the right side and foot are set in shaded rule. Panels may also be effectively crossed in a way that no other ribbon border will permit. The centre-piece in the first column is composed entirely from the combination, but of course any other horizontal ribbon might be substituted. One more design will illustrate one of the many ways in which it may be combined with Elinkhardt's ribbon:




[image: ]


As, however, there are no double-fine-line characters in the « Queen Anne, » it can only be properly combined with the lower line of the Ribbon.


We have just one quarrel with the designer of the useful combination. Our readers will note the panel at the head of this page, with the pretty central ornament above and below. Any printer would naturally suppose the extension line to be in three pieces, but reference to the synopsis will show that it is in 
two unequal parts, one being a lop-sided character of inconvenient length, with the centre ornament at the end! This causes an unnecessary and really stupid limitation in practical use. The last two characters, being both onesided and only adapted to each other, can be used only in one particular way. If cast in three parts, they could be used with or without the central ornament, or with the smaller centre-piece, and the detached ornament would be a very useful character in combination with the other pieces. The oversight is to us unaccountable. This, however, is a minor defect; and we know of few combinations of so few pieces so readily composed, so varied in application, and so effective in actual use. It stands out prominently among the typographical designs of the past decade as an artistic success.
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[miscellaneous paragraphs]




An East Coast paper is edited by a man of law. In a late article on the labor troubles he deplores the « anachronistic ineptness » of some of his contemporaries, and says that their « ethical vagaries would canonize the worst criminals, and transmute crimes into virtues. »


The serious waste of human lung-power at public gatherings in groaning and hooting has not received the attention it merits. In the « near future, » as our Yankee friends would say, we may expect this work to be more efficiently performed (when required) by machinery. To the ingenuity of the Union Shipping Company's officers is due the introduction of this new labor-saving invention. On the occasion of the strikers' parade in Wellington on the 27th inst., some of the hangers-on, as the processionists passed the wharf, loudly hooted and groaned the steamers lying there. Somewhat to their astonishment the 
Hauroto responded with a long and terrific blast on her siren, completely drowning the noise of the crowd. Then the 
Kanieri took up the strain with a series of vigorous whistles, anything but « canary » -like; the 
Moa lustily hooted, and the 
Waihi, Mana, and 
Stormbird joined in chorus with fog-horns and steam-whistles. The lofty hills around sent back the echoes, and for five minutes there was a steam orchestra in full blast such as Wellington never heard. The men in the procession received the demonstration with good humor, and when the discord had ceased gave three cheers for the steamers.
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Our Correspondents.





Wellington,
 25 September, 1890.




During the month matters typographical have run an even course, with the one exception of a little ripple of excitement caused by the calling of a special meeting of this branch of the N.Z.T.A. to consider some proposals which were tantamount to want of confidence in the Federated Trades Council of this city. There was a good attendance at the meeting, which was of a rather lively nature. and the resolutions were thrown out by two votes to one. Mr W. M'Girr, President, was in the chair.


The Labor Conference which has been called together by the Government at the instance of a resolution of the House of Representatives, begins its sittings in the Parliamentary Buildings on 1st October. All the Labor Unions invited are sending delegates, and among the thirty chosen to represent the various bodies are the names of five printers: Mr D. P. Fisher, representing the wharf laborers; Mr Sansford, representing the Canterbury Trades and Labor Council; Mr H. Jones, representing the Wellington Trades Council; and Messrs T. L. Mills and F. Miller, representing the New Zealand Typographical Association.


The dinner of the piece-hands at the Government Printing Office. which came off as notified on the 6th inst., was a great success, There were forty gentlemen present, the Father of the Chapel (Mr H. Jones) being in the chair, the guest of the evening (Mr. T. Gamble, foreman of the room) on his right. The Divider (Mr Fred. Mountier) ably officiated as vice-chairman. The Government Printer and the Secretary of the Wellington Branch of the N.Z.T.A. sent apologies, but Messrs Miller and Swift 
(Evening Post Chapel), and Messrs Pope and Mills 
(New Zealand Times Chapel), as well as the President of the Executive Council N.Z.T.A. (Mr D. Archibald) and the President of the Wellington Branch (Mr W. McGirr) accepted the invitations sent to them. Messrs D. Haggett, Ludford, Tierney, and John Rigg (secretary) formed the committee. After the eatables were disposed of a long list of toasts and incidental items was gone through. The principal toasts were:— « Trades Unionism » (Mr McGirr, responded to by Mr T. L. Mills), « N.Z.T.A. » (Mr Haggett, responded to by Mr Archibald), and « The Management » (the Vice-chairmen, responded to by Mr Gamble). Among the musical items was an original song by the the printer-poet, Mr John Ludford, sung by the « only one » himself.


I give three of the stanzas:—






Only One



Only one



Piece-hand here you see—



Only one.



If you'll kindly gaze on me



You'll observe the sunny smile



Of a comp devoid of guile,



Who has made a blooming pile—



But only one!



Only one!



I took my stick and rule—



My only one!



And I squatted on a stool;



Then I felt my pulses throb.



But when four hours on the job



I found I'd only earned a bob-



Only one!



Only one



Session I've worked through-



Only one!



And I've made a record, too,



For the readers came to me,



And they said they must agree



That my « style » was very free—



I'd only one!




Mr Ludford also wrote for the occasion the following






Ode.



God bless the man who first devised the way



To lighten work by intervals of play;



And peace to him who. with « the flowing bowl, »



« The feast of reason and the flow of soul, »



First taught mankind a good and noble plan—



To recognize the brotherhood of man,



And at the board, amidst the friendly smiles,



The « quips and cranks, » the jests, the « wanton wiles, »



The kindly speech, the merry laugh, the song



Which ever to such festive scenes belong,



Grim care and sorrow dare not show their face,



But mirth and friendship occupy their place.



'Tis well, amidst these stirring times of strife,



When bitter feuds and jealousies are rife,



To see that men an honest hand extend,



And recognize their neighbor as their friend:



So may this night throughout the future be



To one and all a pleasant memory!




Owing to the finishing-up of the session's « Hansard, » several hands have been discharged from the Government Printing Office.


By a ballot of the N.Z.T.A. Mr D. P. Fisher has again been elected secretary of the Executive Council. Messrs H. Jones and T. L. Mills were his opponents.


The Wanganui comps have decided to form a branch of the N.Z.T.A., and appointed delegates to confer on the subject with the principals of the local offices.


Mr A. G. Kent-Johnston, formerly proprietor of the Wairarapa 
Observer, now fills the position of mining reporter to the Sydney 
Truth. The number of New Zealand pressmen who have secured good positions in Sydney and Melbourne is remarkable.


Members of Parliament possess the privilege of obtaining on application reprints of their speeches from « Hansard. » This privilege has been abused to such an extent as to become a public scandal, and the Government Printer has found it necessary to write to the Reporting and Debates Committee, calling attention to the sensational headings attached by members to these reprints. He enclosed copies of a speech by Mr Fisher, headed, « The Condition of the Colony—Supineness of the Government, » and Mr Hutchison's, « Indictment of the Government, » and asked for instructions. The Committee reported, recommending that in the future reprints of members speeches shall only hear the heading given to them in « Hansard. »







Christchurch,
 24 September, 1890.



The half-yearly general meeting of the Canterbury Typographical Association was recently held in the Foresters' Hall. The President, Mr A. K. Chapman, was in the chair, and there was a full attendance of members. The half-yearly report and balance-sheet were, after slight discussion and amendment, adopted. The report stated that during the past six months satisfactory progress had been made by the Society, the rules affecting jobbing offices having been accepted by all the offices, except Messrs Whitcombe and Tombs. The balance-sheet, which showed a good sum to the credit of the Society, was unanimously adopted. During the half-year £11 0s 6d had been contributed by the Association to the Tailors, Tailoresses, and Pressers' Union, of Christchurch, and £5 to the Petone mill-hands. Emigration and out-of-work allowance had also been paid to several members, and £92 16s 6d expended in connexion with the dispute with Messrs Whitcombe and Tombs. The hearty thanks of the Association were unanimously accorded the Maritime Council for assistance rendered and promised in connexion with the dispute. A special report, dealing with the conference between the Association and the 
Lyttelton Times and 
Press Newspaper Companies, was laid before the meeting, and an exhaustive, animated, and orderly discussion took place thereon. Finally, a resolution was adopted dealing with the rate of pay on daily papers to the effect that three months from date the rate shall be 1s. per thousand.


Mr M. Donnelly, journalist, was a few days ago admitted a barrister of the Supreme Court of New Zealand. Mr Donnelly was admitted as a solicitor in 1886, and for a time practised with considerable success at Lyttelton as a partner there of Mr John Joyce. Illness of a severe and protracted kind compelled him to relinquish the legal profession. During the last three years he has been editor of the 
Telegraph. Mr Donnelly commenced his journalistic career in Otago, and for many years was well and favorably known in that province. He has now entered into practice as a barrister and solicitor in Christchurch, hut I understand he has not given up journalism altogether. In referring to his past literary work, a contributor to the 
New Zealand Church News says:— « Apropos of Mr M. Donnelly's retirement from the editorial chair of the 
Telegraph, his good service in the cause of religion in successfully exposing a religious pretender I will not name ought not to be forgotten. Mr Donnelly's paper written on 'Looking Backward' is acknowledged to have been a keen, sound, and timely criticism on that misleading though widely-read book. »


As showing the good work that is being done by the articles « Design in Typography » appearing in 
Typo I enclose a programme, in which the elliptical ribbon border is used. The design is the same, with the exception of the curved terminals, as appeared in the May number of 
Typo. I believe the border has been lying unused in the office for a number of years as unsuitable for anything, until its utility was pointed out in the article above referred to.


It will hardly be necessary for me, seeing you are publishing full accounts of the labor troubles, to enter into details of the Whitcombe and Tombs difficulty with the Canterbury Typographical Association. Public opinion in Canterbury is undoubtedly with the Typographical Association.


Mr Pine, manager of the Union Printing Office, has been appointed overseer of the 
Press jobbing department, and enters on his new duties about the 1st of October. Mr J. Caygill, I believe, takes the position vacated by Mr Pine.


Mr George Capper now fills the editorial chair of the 
Telegraph.


Trade is fairly good at present, as the rolls have given work to a number of the comps who have been idle.
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Wellington,
 25 September, 1890.




During the month matters typographical have run an even course, with the one exception of a little ripple of excitement caused by the calling of a special meeting of this branch of the N.Z.T.A. to consider some proposals which were tantamount to want of confidence in the Federated Trades Council of this city. There was a good attendance at the meeting, which was of a rather lively nature. and the resolutions were thrown out by two votes to one. Mr W. M'Girr, President, was in the chair.


The Labor Conference which has been called together by the Government at the instance of a resolution of the House of Representatives, begins its sittings in the Parliamentary Buildings on 1st October. All the Labor Unions invited are sending delegates, and among the thirty chosen to represent the various bodies are the names of five printers: Mr D. P. Fisher, representing the wharf laborers; Mr Sansford, representing the Canterbury Trades and Labor Council; Mr H. Jones, representing the Wellington Trades Council; and Messrs T. L. Mills and F. Miller, representing the New Zealand Typographical Association.


The dinner of the piece-hands at the Government Printing Office. which came off as notified on the 6th inst., was a great success, There were forty gentlemen present, the Father of the Chapel (Mr H. Jones) being in the chair, the guest of the evening (Mr. T. Gamble, foreman of the room) on his right. The Divider (Mr Fred. Mountier) ably officiated as vice-chairman. The Government Printer and the Secretary of the Wellington Branch of the N.Z.T.A. sent apologies, but Messrs Miller and Swift 
(Evening Post Chapel), and Messrs Pope and Mills 
(New Zealand Times Chapel), as well as the President of the Executive Council N.Z.T.A. (Mr D. Archibald) and the President of the Wellington Branch (Mr W. McGirr) accepted the invitations sent to them. Messrs D. Haggett, Ludford, Tierney, and John Rigg (secretary) formed the committee. After the eatables were disposed of a long list of toasts and incidental items was gone through. The principal toasts were:— « Trades Unionism » (Mr McGirr, responded to by Mr T. L. Mills), « N.Z.T.A. » (Mr Haggett, responded to by Mr Archibald), and « The Management » (the Vice-chairmen, responded to by Mr Gamble). Among the musical items was an original song by the the printer-poet, Mr John Ludford, sung by the « only one » himself.


I give three of the stanzas:—






Only One



Only one



Piece-hand here you see—



Only one.



If you'll kindly gaze on me



You'll observe the sunny smile



Of a comp devoid of guile,



Who has made a blooming pile—



But only one!



Only one!



I took my stick and rule—



My only one!



And I squatted on a stool;



Then I felt my pulses throb.



But when four hours on the job



I found I'd only earned a bob-



Only one!



Only one



Session I've worked through-



Only one!



And I've made a record, too,



For the readers came to me,



And they said they must agree



That my « style » was very free—



I'd only one!




Mr Ludford also wrote for the occasion the following






Ode.



God bless the man who first devised the way



To lighten work by intervals of play;



And peace to him who. with « the flowing bowl, »



« The feast of reason and the flow of soul, »



First taught mankind a good and noble plan—



To recognize the brotherhood of man,



And at the board, amidst the friendly smiles,



The « quips and cranks, » the jests, the « wanton wiles, »



The kindly speech, the merry laugh, the song



Which ever to such festive scenes belong,



Grim care and sorrow dare not show their face,



But mirth and friendship occupy their place.



'Tis well, amidst these stirring times of strife,



When bitter feuds and jealousies are rife,



To see that men an honest hand extend,



And recognize their neighbor as their friend:



So may this night throughout the future be



To one and all a pleasant memory!




Owing to the finishing-up of the session's « Hansard, » several hands have been discharged from the Government Printing Office.


By a ballot of the N.Z.T.A. Mr D. P. Fisher has again been elected secretary of the Executive Council. Messrs H. Jones and T. L. Mills were his opponents.


The Wanganui comps have decided to form a branch of the N.Z.T.A., and appointed delegates to confer on the subject with the principals of the local offices.


Mr A. G. Kent-Johnston, formerly proprietor of the Wairarapa 
Observer, now fills the position of mining reporter to the Sydney 
Truth. The number of New Zealand pressmen who have secured good positions in Sydney and Melbourne is remarkable.


Members of Parliament possess the privilege of obtaining on application reprints of their speeches from « Hansard. » This privilege has been abused to such an extent as to become a public scandal, and the Government Printer has found it necessary to write to the Reporting and Debates Committee, calling attention to the sensational headings attached by members to these reprints. He enclosed copies of a speech by Mr Fisher, headed, « The Condition of the Colony—Supineness of the Government, » and Mr Hutchison's, « Indictment of the Government, » and asked for instructions. The Committee reported, recommending that in the future reprints of members speeches shall only hear the heading given to them in « Hansard. »
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The half-yearly general meeting of the Canterbury Typographical Association was recently held in the Foresters' Hall. The President, Mr A. K. Chapman, was in the chair, and there was a full attendance of members. The half-yearly report and balance-sheet were, after slight discussion and amendment, adopted. The report stated that during the past six months satisfactory progress had been made by the Society, the rules affecting jobbing offices having been accepted by all the offices, except Messrs Whitcombe and Tombs. The balance-sheet, which showed a good sum to the credit of the Society, was unanimously adopted. During the half-year £11 0s 6d had been contributed by the Association to the Tailors, Tailoresses, and Pressers' Union, of Christchurch, and £5 to the Petone mill-hands. Emigration and out-of-work allowance had also been paid to several members, and £92 16s 6d expended in connexion with the dispute with Messrs Whitcombe and Tombs. The hearty thanks of the Association were unanimously accorded the Maritime Council for assistance rendered and promised in connexion with the dispute. A special report, dealing with the conference between the Association and the 
Lyttelton Times and 
Press Newspaper Companies, was laid before the meeting, and an exhaustive, animated, and orderly discussion took place thereon. Finally, a resolution was adopted dealing with the rate of pay on daily papers to the effect that three months from date the rate shall be 1s. per thousand.


Mr M. Donnelly, journalist, was a few days ago admitted a barrister of the Supreme Court of New Zealand. Mr Donnelly was admitted as a solicitor in 1886, and for a time practised with considerable success at Lyttelton as a partner there of Mr John Joyce. Illness of a severe and protracted kind compelled him to relinquish the legal profession. During the last three years he has been editor of the 
Telegraph. Mr Donnelly commenced his journalistic career in Otago, and for many years was well and favorably known in that province. He has now entered into practice as a barrister and solicitor in Christchurch, hut I understand he has not given up journalism altogether. In referring to his past literary work, a contributor to the 
New Zealand Church News says:— « Apropos of Mr M. Donnelly's retirement from the editorial chair of the 
Telegraph, his good service in the cause of religion in successfully exposing a religious pretender I will not name ought not to be forgotten. Mr Donnelly's paper written on 'Looking Backward' is acknowledged to have been a keen, sound, and timely criticism on that misleading though widely-read book. »


As showing the good work that is being done by the articles « Design in Typography » appearing in 
Typo I enclose a programme, in which the elliptical ribbon border is used. The design is the same, with the exception of the curved terminals, as appeared in the May number of 
Typo. I believe the border has been lying unused in the office for a number of years as unsuitable for anything, until its utility was pointed out in the article above referred to.


It will hardly be necessary for me, seeing you are publishing full accounts of the labor troubles, to enter into details of the Whitcombe and Tombs difficulty with the Canterbury Typographical Association. Public opinion in Canterbury is undoubtedly with the Typographical Association.


Mr Pine, manager of the Union Printing Office, has been appointed overseer of the 
Press jobbing department, and enters on his new duties about the 1st of October. Mr J. Caygill, I believe, takes the position vacated by Mr Pine.


Mr George Capper now fills the editorial chair of the 
Telegraph.


Trade is fairly good at present, as the rolls have given work to a number of the comps who have been idle.
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A lively discussion has been going on in certain southern papers regarding the publication of school inspectors' reports in the daily press—some of the committees having refused to allow such publication. The committees are right. Of course, in a « democratic » community, Jack is as good as his master; nevertheless, it is not conducive to discipline that Jack, Tom and Harry should be in a position to canvas all the real or fancied weak points of their teacher's methods.
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Recent Specimens.



Still they come!—the new additions to our library of specimens. This month we have three handsome volumes from our friends on the Continent of Europe. The largest is the fine complete specimen-book of the old-established house of Brendler & Marklowsky, Vienna, whose beautiful periodical, 
Wiener Typen, we noticed in our April number. It is a stout and substantially-bound volume, large octavo size, and the different sections of the book are prefaced by beautifully-illuminated title-pages. The first section consists of « Fraktur, » or German type, « Schwabacher, » and plain and ornamental old English, including the « Caxton » series. The second section, « Antiqua » —a large book in itself—contains a full variety of romans, italics, fancy styles, and scripts. Section 3 is devoted to Greek, Hebrew, and Russian, and contains the largest collection of these faces that we have yet seen. Besides the ordinary Hebrew, a somewhat different form is shown under the name of « Weiberdeutsch. » We have not only the ordinary Greek founts and large titlings, but every variety of fat-faced, clarendon, antique, expanded, condensed, sloping, sanserif, and fancy, not even omitting the Elzevir romau and modern latin styles, and scripts. These, we imagine, are for modern Greek, and the job printer in that language will find as many styles as his colleague who uses the roman character. The same remark applies to the Russian founts. In fact, the founder has adopted the sensible and economical fashion—which no English house seems ever to have thought of—of making the characters for the Roman, Greek, and Russian interchangeable. Thus, for example, the character A with the same power, and the characters H and P with different powers are used in all three alphabets, and to complete a Greek or Russian fount all that is necessary is to cut a sufficient number of extra sorts to correspond. This seems to have been done systematically throughout. It is specially noticeable in the pretty « Brendler » script. The identical face turns up three times—first as an ordinary script, secondly as a Greek, and thirdly as a Russian. In all cases the figures, flourishes, and corresponding letters are identical. Strangely enough, no German script appears in the volume. No doubt all the German founders cast this face, but few show it in the ordinary books. Probably it is dying out, though we occasionally have to decipher it in manuscript in our correspondence from Germany. Besides the ordinary Russian character a series of old Slavonic is shown, under the name of « Cyrillische. » Section 4 contains borders, corners, and ornaments—many of them old familiar friends. The Pompeiian combination of twenty characters—which we found very useful last year in illustrating the elements of border-designs—is, we find, supplemented by a second series of forty-three characters, and, more important still, by a number of mitred sorts (half-square) for which we have often wished, and which (in chapter xxvii of these articles) we described as a desideratum—having then no idea that they could be obtained. With five of these, to supplement the twenty sorts of the original, we could produce almost any variety of shaded groundwork designs. The « Renaissance » border— something like the well-known Florentine—is a good design with only thirteen characters. The fifth and last section contains initials, signs, and vignettes. The finest series of initials is the « Olympic, » already noted by us. From the few examples in 
Wiener Typen we supposed that the large and small series differed only in size; but from the full specimens we note that though the figures are the same, they differ in the draperies, many of the larger series being nearly or entirely nude, while all the figures in the smaller series are draped. The numerous vignettes, calendar-heads, carnival designs, religious subjects, &c, do not call for much remark.


From Emil Berger, of Leipzig-Reudnitz, we have two volumes. The octavo, neatly bound, follows the general rule of recent German specimen-books, being classified into sections, each with illuminated title. It begins in the usual manner with a fine display of « Fraktur » and romans. To each body-fount a figure is appended, showing the number of lowercase letters to the line, set in alphabetical order. Each page has a red-line border, with rule corners, and a panel at the top for heading. There is a good variety of Russian and Greek founts, the latter including some good fat-face styles. There are ten Greek titlings, in all of which the Σ seems disproportionately extended, and in the 6-point, not only is this the case, but both Σ and ∆ are a little out of line. This strikes us as strange, especially as all the other letters are uniform in style. There are some beautifully-cut founts of Hebrew and Rabbinical. The selection of fancy styles, scripts, and old English is particularly rich, and there are good music founts also. There are four very good series of two-letter monograms—the only other founder we know who shows monograms is Klinkhardt. There are 176 pieces (including coronets) in a series, and one—Series 3—contains 259. Another specialty is a very pretty series of six initial-frames. A combination in four sections— white figures on a black ground-is headed « Kopfleisten, » implying that it is specially designed for headpieces. In the matter of combinations this founder, like a wise householder, brings forth from his treasures things both old and new—and in truth among the old borders there are some not easily « rubbed out. » The vignettes chiefly inspire us with the idea that steamboats and locomotives in the Fatherland are of an extremely old-fashioned type—the latter are nearly as primitive as George Stevenson's « Rocket. »


A fine quarto volume from the same house contains many of the same faces as the octavo, as well as those of the house of Gustav Reinhold, of Berlin, which is now united with that of Berger. We note in addition a very pretty original series of fancy roman, with lowercase, in five sizes. It has no distinctive name, but the series is numbered 2092-7. New to us also is a good eccentric letter with lowercase, 2103-7. Two other original series, on much the same lines, 429-33 and 434-8, are excellent letters; so also is 2144-8 (« Schiller » ) a condensed Italian with flourished caps. The numerous fine original combinations shown in this book were noted by us some months ago. The beautiful outline headpieces, series 2 and 3, deserve special mention. In the 
British Printer, just to hand, we note a pretty series of « Pictorial Ornaments » by the same firm.


From Sir Charles Reed and Son, of the Fann-street Foundry, we have specimens of « Clarendon Antique, » in three sizes, without lowercase. It is not unlike the « Wide » and « Condensed Latin » styles of Stephenson and Blake in its general contour; in width it is about the same as ordinary roman. « Maltese Shaded » is a decorated fancy roman of the old-style type, the caps adorned with flourishes. We recognize the face as that of Weisert's « Rhenania, » noted by us last year. « Inset Corners » (6 characters) are torn and turn-down corners on a solid ground. They are all the same size, about 4 ems pica square, and are so designed that any four may be used together. They are simple and effective.


H. Poppelbaum, of the Krebs Foundry, has brought out another pretty series of art vignettes, including pierced and sectional ornaments; also a charming series of Gothic initials, for one and two colors, with filigree ornaments for borderings and drop-pieces. The latter are so close an imitation of Schelter and Giesecke's series 67 that they might easily be mistaken for it; but not one character is exactly the same.


The Actiengesellschaft für Schriftgiesserei und Maschinenbau, of Offenbach-on-the-Main, has brought out a series of illustrated corners and centres, under the title of the « Gnome » border. We have not seen the complete specimen, but the four grotesque figures shown in an advertisement in a trade contemporary, are delightful examples of humorous design.





English, American, and foreign founders have been vieing with each other lately in the production of artistic vignette ornaments; but we have seen none to surpass a new series shown by Harry Mitchell and Co., 12, Queen-street, Edinburgh—a name new to us. A printer who has laid in a stock of the beautiful menu and programme electros produced by this firm would find little use for the ready lithographed cards so freely used by colonial typographers.


« Wave » is a new modified sans, shown in four sizes by Farmer, Little, and Co. The lines are slightly waved throughout, giving a quaint appearance to the letter, which is bold and legible. There is one word-ornament, which is somewhat too large to look well.


« Amoret » initials are always in favor, and the latest we have seen is a very artistic alphabet in the Gothic style, the letters about ten-line, shown by the J. E. Mangan Company, St. Louis. The letters are in two styles, open, and black with white outline. We decidedly prefer the open style. Each initial has a beautiful floral decoration, and the little figures are as pretty as those in Poppelbaum's charming series. The same firm also show a choice and very varied selection of book-ornaments. They announce that a complete catalogue will shortly be issued. Goahead printers should look out for it.


« Harvard Italic » is a new fat-faced old-style job-letter produced by the Boston Foundry. Apart from ordinary use in old-style display, it is well-suited for emphasising words and sentences in circulars set in ordinary old-style italic.


Messrs James Conner's Sons, New York, show three new job-styles. « Forge » is a heavy letter, bearing some resemblance in thickness and general effect to MacKellar's « Keystone, » but with a pronounced old-style character about the caps which is altogether wanting in the lowercase. « Tremont » is a pleasing variety of ornamented latin, the A, Y, R, and similar letters projecting beyond the line: the figures, however, do not harmonise with the letter. It should become popular, and the printer is not likely to say, « What could have induced me to buy 
that fount? » We cannot say as much for « Randall, » something in the « Modoc » style, but not quite so distorted. Nevertheless, the alternative D, E, or P, either cap or lowercase, quite spoil any line where they appear. There are rationally-formed letters for those who prefer them. A word-ornament is supplied, exactly the size and style of a lowercase letter, and in form irresistibly suggesting the character æ!


The Keystone Foundry has hitherto kept clear of eccentrics; but this particular « grippe » has seized it at last, as evidenced by « Cellini » and « Remus. » The first is a wide flourished light-face old-style roman, possessing no special feature of originality; the other is very cranky—a kind of « Modoc, » only, wherever possible, the serif is replaced by a projecting line with the end curled up. It is not a style that would attract 
Typo's dollars.


Barnhart Bros. & Spindler show a full series of « Bisque, » 10- to 72-line. It is a plain condensed latin. One peculiar feature is, the disproportionately large lowercase. The descenders are atrophied almost to the vanishing point, and there is very little room for the ascending lines. This is overdone, and somewhat mars an otherwise excellent face. « Grant No. 2 » differs from No. 1 only in possessing lowercase. It is a grotesque heavy condensed, the lowercase letters, like those of « Bisque, » being very large. « Outline Stars, » five-pointed, in ten sizes, make very pretty light decorations.


Schelter and Giesecke's novelties include a set of 27 line-ornaments of large size, heavy, and in outline. They are very like the « Palm-metto » and « Contour » ornaments of Marder, Luse, and Co.


It seems somewhat late in the day for a new « Japanese » combination, but such a one has been produced by Julius Klinkhardt, under the title of the « Mikado, » series 69. It contains 74 characters, any of which may be had separately if required. It comprises two good bamboo borders, and a great number of little vignettes, well adapted for corner- and centre-ornaments. It is an exceedingly pretty and artistic production.


Ferdinand Theinhardt, a celebrated founder of Berlin, has produced a beautiful combination of 39 characters, for one, two, or three colors, entitled the « Italian » border. He has also brought out a charming series of « Italian » initials with drop-pieces, in two sizes, harmonizing with the border. The initials are open old-style roman, with very beautiful Gothic groundwork. We should much like to have this founder's specimen book, and to receive sheets of his novelties as they appear.
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"Trades and Labor."



In our last we gave pretty fully the history of the labor troubles so far as the Craft was affected, and we are gratified to note the general appreciation with which it was received by our subscribers. Nowhere else can those interested find so complete and consecutive a record in so short a compass. To follow up the history of the strikes during the past month would occupy too much of our space, and would, moreover, be unnecessary, as the Craft is only indirectly affected. Two grave mistakes were made in the early part of the dispute by the N.Z.T.A.—first, appealing to the bludgeon of the Maritime Council; and, secondly, ordering a boycot. The M.C. blustered and threatened—but finding the Railway Commissioners firm, executed the most ungraceful retreat on record, leaving the comps to fight their own battle. The attempted boycot was a failure, and the worse than foolish advertisement quoted in our last was distinctly illegal, and might have involved the Typographical Association in serious consequences.


We are glad to say that wiser counsels have prevailed in the N.Z.T.A., and that it is chiefly owing to the good-sense of the compositors that the trouble has not, as in other lands, reached an acute form. The strike caused such confusion in the Union Steam Ship Company's arrangements that for a while their time-tables were withdrawn. Then the Federated Council decreed that the Company's advertisements should not appear in the press. The compositors were to refuse to set them, and if ordered to do so, were at once to come out and stop the publication of the daily papers. The Wellington branch of the N.Z.T.A. held the largest meeting on record, and unanimously resolved to allow no interference with the press. The enraged lumpers telegraphed to Mr J. A. Millar, who again backed down—ungracefully as usual. He replied that the Company might advertise if they chose—as they were not in a position to publish time-tables it would do them no good. Next day the timetables re-appeared, and have been regularly published ever since. And the printers—at that very time, and still, taxing themselves 2s 6d a week for the strike-fund—were hooted in the streets by the very men who were receiving their charity!


There are signs of disintegration of the federation; and the strikers are beaten all along the line. With incredible fatuity, the leaders kept the unfortunate men back until nearly every place was filled. The real pinch is yet to come. There has been a certain amount of rioting and breaches of the peace, the trouble being between the two camps of the labor party; but the firm attitude of the authorities has been effective in repressing violence.


A demonstration was held in Wellington by the strikers on a Saturday half-holiday. A procession, in which some seven hundred took part, was organized, and marched with a band of music. An effigy was carried aloft on a gallows, the newspaper offices were hooted, and after some fervid speeches the effigy was burnt, with much groaning and execration. If the Maritime Council's theory is correct it should have represented capital. But it was no bloated employer in broadcloth that was offered up as a sacrifice. It was a figure in the garb of a workman, and that there should be no mistake it bore the inscription « 
Free Labor. » No more complete or authoritative confirmation could have been given of our assertion last month that the battle was one between a Labor Trust and Free Labor. Free Labor is in the majority, and has come out ahead.


The Wellington committee of the Maritime Council made a desperate attempt to gag the press of the capital. The following letter was sent to each of the daily papers:—











Mr ———, Proprietor ———,
September 3,1890.


Sir,—




I am instructed by General Committee of Maritime and Trades and Labor Unions to kindly request that you will withdraw the Union Company and Union [?] advertisements during the present strike. The Council further request that you will furnish truthful and impartial reports of developments of the Labor trouble, such reports to be obtained from official sources.




Awaiting your early reply, I remain, sir, yours, &c.



Robert Seymour,


Secretary General Committee.












The newspapers unanimously resented the insult. « More clumsily brutal and insulting language in which to convey so momentous a request, » says the 
Evening Press, « could hardly have been chosen. The Council impresses upon the newspapers its right to control their advertising business, and to exercise a direct censorship over their news columns. »


The seamen and wharf laborers on strike have lost no opportunity of flouting the press; but the grossest insult has been offered in Lyttelton. A meeting was called in the Oddfellows' Hall on the 19th inst., and two reporters presented themselves for admittance. The Chairman, one P. Brown, said that the meeting would have to decide whether the 
Press reporter should be admitted. One of the unionists at once had the good-sense to move that the reporters be admitted, but could not find a seconder. The following resolution was then carried: « That if Mr Buchanan, the 
Press reporter, 
allow his RepoRt 
Of The Meeting To Be Looked Into By The Committee, this meeting 
will allow him to be pbesent! » Of course Mr Buchanan refused compliance with any such degrading condition. It does not appear, however, that his colleague had sufficient regard for the dignity of his profession to retire also. The senseless affront offered to the press could do it no injury; but the fact of any journalist constituting himself a party to such a proceeding is humiliating indeed. Of course it must be assumed that he was prepared to submit to the indignity of having his report revised by the committee before it was allowed to appear in print. The incident is without a parallel in the whole record of New Zealand journalism.


The Maritime Council are described in a Dunedin paper as « an irresponsible body of organized ignorance»


When last month we wrote that the labor-leaders considered themselves omnipotent, the expression might have appeared to savor of hyperbole. It is, however, sober fact, and has been fully justified by a profane telegram sent by Mr Millar to the local secretary at Auckland, « stating that the men at Dunedin were as firm as the Rock of Ages, and that they intended to make a complete block of it there. »


The Auckland 
Herald notes, as a curious feature of the strikes in the north, that in not one single case has any workman in striking complained of illiberal treatment, but, on the other hand, there have been many cases of men going out with ten to twenty years' service expressing to their employers regret at going, their desire to continue work, but adding that they had no option but to obey the orders from the south if their lives were not to be made a misery to them.


A few days ago the staff of Messrs Whitcombe and Tombs came in a body to the managing director's office and offered to show their practical sympathy with the company during the present labor troubles by foregoing one-third of their respective salaries until such time as the strife was over. The managing director, who was greatly moved by this exhibition of sympathy, thanked them on behalf of the directors most heartily for their loyalty, but said they must decline to avail themselves of this kind offer. It would seen that this much-abused company, after all, is not as black as it has been painted.


The compositors in the Dunedin 
Star news-room voted £10 from the chapel funds in aid of the strikers. The Sydney Typographical Society has struck a crushing levy in aid of the strike. Members are to contribute 
one-sixth of their earnings to the fund—£350 per week. It is doubtful whether this will be submitted to.


One of the maddest developments of the movement was at Broken Hill, New South Wales, where an organized attempt was made by the miners to break two of the local banks. For two hours a crowd rushed the banks, keeping up continual cries of « Capitalists ain't going to fight us with our own money. We will have gold. Your paper is no good. We will have gold for it. » The banks were equal to the emergency. (This incident, perhaps, will account for the item of a few days' later date stating that the London banks had refused to transmit money to the Australian Unions. The colonial banks sent home the contributions in aid of the dock-strikers by wire, 
free of all charges. Thus has « labor » shown its gratitude!)


A novel feature in the strike was the proposal on the part of a number of women in Melbourne to volunteer as free laborers in view of the hardships to which they would be subject if the trading vessels coming into port were not allowed to unload their cargoes. They said that the men had their beer, and they wanted their tea. A deputation from the Women's Suffrage Association started upon a house-to-house canvass in Carlton, and obtained the names of women willing to engage in unloading the portion of cargoes designed for household consumption, such as groceries, fruit, &c, and in a short time obtained the names of 200 women willing to go aboard and work, confining their operations to perishable goods.


A co-operative experiment tried by the Cape Foulwind miners has had an unexpected result. The men, who were Unionists, combined and secured a harbor board contract, drawing regular Union wages as the work progressed, carrying forward the surplus to a fund which was vested in three trustees. The combination of labor and capital proved an economic success, and on the completion of the contract the surplus fund reached nearly £1200. The men who had earned the money now expected it to be divided among them; but the trustees had different views. The men had drawn their wages—what right had they to the profits? Let the surplus go to the strike fund! The workers did not see it, and promptly took such legal action as prevented the cash being thus disposed of. But while it was easy to do this it was not so easy to recover their money, and it is anticipated that a large proportion will find its way into the purses of the lawyers. It's a Foul-wind that blows good to no one!
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Will-o' the Wisp.



History according to a somewhat fallacious proverb, repeats itself. Hence, when any strange incident or important movement occurs, the newspaper scribe and the politician set about to find a precedent. The usual diligent search has been made in the case of the present strike, and nothing like it can be discovered. No such example is on record of men in steady work, well-paid, and on the best terms with their employers, suddenly throwing up their situations without any principle at stake, and without being able to render a reason for their conduct. We have seen rational and respectable men, who, in an unlucky hour, had submitted to the influence of a mesmerist, perform strange and humiliating antics on a public stage in the sight of their friends and associates. We have seen them greedily devour raw onions and potatoes under the impression that they were eating apples, and submit to painful personal indignities without wincing, while under the spell. The labor unions are just now under a similar fascination. Millar, the Renowned Mesmerist, tells them that they are crushed by organized capital, and they cry out under the fancied burden. He commands them to break contracts, to paralyse trade, to inflict the cruelest wrongs upon their own innocent wives and little ones—to exchange the independence of honestly-earned wages for a pauper's dole from a relief fund, and they follow his bidding like men in a dream. For every previous labor revolt there has been, if not justification, some more or less plausible excuse—for this there is none. There is no dispute, there is no issue for arbitration or mediation. There is the remarkable and unprecedented phenomenon of an effect with no apparent cause.


That an occult influence is at work cannot be denied. When the mesmerist would suspend his subject's volition he dazzles his eyes. Strange that so slight a thing should for the time being dethrone one's reason; but the fact is indisputable. Men and women, every year, dazed by the rushing waters of Niagara, have cast themselves into perdition by an irresistible impulse of sudden insanity. And the eyes of Labor have been dazzled. A sudden and wide-spread epidemic of lunacy has seized upon thousands of hard-working men who not long since were rational beings. Not, as a rule, given to much reading, or connected thinking, but possessed of a certain amount of shrewd common-sense, of a rough conscientiousness, of honest pride in duty well performed, of a sense of the claims of home and family, and by no means destitute of the religious faculty; industrious, independent, and law-abiding—the very strength of the community: what strange infatuation has possessed these men that they have submitted themselves body and soul to an unknown mesmeric quack? Their eyes have been dazzled. They have read—no, not read, but skimmed— « Progress and Poverty, » and « Looking Backward. »


To read either of those books in the true sense of the word is no mean feat. It demands heroic consecration. To skim them—to gather from them the stimulus to restless discontent with which they are pervaded; to absorb the insidious flatteries they convey—is an easy matter: and the fact that both these mischievous books exercise a powerful influence in the movements of the age, is about the gravest indictment that could be brought against the judgment and the critical faculty of the average reader. The two books are on different lines—they are irreconcilable; but their effect in dazzling the mental vision and beclouding the moral faculty, is practically the same.


Bellamy's book was at first taken by intelligent critics as a huge joke. If we are to believe the author—who ought to know—it was not so intended. Yet never was there a popular book dealing with social problems that betrayed so little knowledge of human nature, and so poor a grasp of social conditions. It is based upon assumptions, of which these are among the chief:


That the moral quality of the individual, and consequently of society, is determined by environment.


That the state of poverty and toil is one of misery and irresistible inducement to evil.


That a state of wealth and material comfort necessarily involves happiness.


That human nature is so constituted that no man would wrong or take advantage of his fellow were he not compelled to such action by the irresistible needs of self-preservation.


All these fallacies, which belong chiefly to the moral sphere, may be deduced—if not from Henry George also, from any of the single-tax organs or advocates who own him as their prophet. Added to these, however, Mr Bellamy has a cluster of economic fallacies of his own. Mr George would have the State the sole landlord, and maintains that under this condition all social wrongs would be righted. Mr Bellamy would go still further. He would make the State the sole landlord, capitalist, contractor, organizer, manager, publisher, trader, producer, retailer, educator, carrier, &c, and every man a State pensioner. The State is to be responsible not only for the maintenance, but for the support in comparative affluence, of each of its members—even to providing theatrical entertainments and concerts. How such provision is to be made for all does not appear, but this fundamental difficulty is got rid of by the crowning economic fallacy of all—


That management by the State is more efficient and economical than that of private enterprise!


With « no change in human nature » —with nothing more than the complete engulfment of the individual in the State—an economic paradise is to be attained. That this bundle of fallacies—circulated, as it has been, by tens of thousands—is an exciting factor in the present causeless revolt, which actually threatens a civil war in Australia—is manifest, for it is quoted by the leaders of the movement as their text-book, and in New South Wales a clumsy attempt was actually made to realize some of its conditions by force.


As a literary effort the book is a dismal failure. Compared with « The Coming Race » or « Erewhon » —social satires which may be read and re-read with profit and pleasure—it is an abortion. « Dr. Leete » is the most intolerable bore who ever prosed through a novel, and the only attractive character in the book—the young lady—is a product of nineteenth-century conditions and civilization in grotesque and anomalous surroundings. Mr Bellamy appears to have laid Swedenborg under contribution, and transplanted some of the spirit-world into his twentieth-century Boston—forgetting that the economic problems which mortals have to face are not supposed to exist on the other side. But his ideal state of society barely transcends that of those milder societies of infernals described by the Swede, who delude themselves with the idea that they are in heaven. If Mr Bellamy did go to the source we have indicated, it is to be regretted that he did not profit by the illustrious old philosopher's teaching on the universal law of equilibrium of forces, on which the whole universe depends. So long as summer and winter, seed-time and harvest endure, so long will individualism keep socialism in check, and 
vice versâ. In politics, in religion, in economics, there will ever be two parties—those who are strong in their own independence, and those who feel necessity laid upon them to subject their wills and their consciences to others. Bellamy's theory, that human impulses are naturally angelic, and that all moral and social evils are the result of environment, is very flattering to self-conceit, but so utterly contrary to experience that it is no wonder that the 
bona fides of his book was questioned. That certain conditions are fraught with special temptations is undoubted; and, strange to say, 

Mr Bellamy has imagined a state of society of the worst possible kind for the discipline and development of the moral faculties. A society without religion, whose preachers address themselves solely to their hearers' self-esteem—without an incentive to exertion, with unlimited idle time, with no sense of personal or social responsibility— would be a nursery of crime and vice that would shame the Cities of the Plain. Mr Bellamy has painted the social conditions of the present time in the blackest colors; but society, as it exists to-day, with all its faults, is infinitely preferable to the commonwealth he depicts as the paradise of socialism. However, he has flattered his readers' vanity. Men's eyes are dazzled with « Looking Backward, » and they have followed an 
ignis fatuus—a phantom that has already led more than one of them to destruction.


In the preceding article we have referred to the manner in which the unions have allowed themselves to be beguiled by the flattering doctrine that all social evils are the outcome of external circumstances—that the diseases of the body politic are caused, and may be cured, by external applications. As an example of the way in which such teachings are swallowed we quote the following from a single-tax organ in the north: « Mr E maintains that 'the seat of the evil is in the greedy, jealous selfishness of human nature.' We do not take this view of the matter; we do not think that human nature is as bad as all that comes to; we contend that, given just and free conditions, under which 
selfishness would not be as it is now, an absolute necessity, selfishness would soon die a natural death. No, the fault does not lie with human nature; it springs from human laws. Men do not prefer to work long hours; they do not sweat and oppress each other for the fun of the thing. They do it, in most cases, because they 
must. » In an authorized manifesto of the Trades Council in Wellington setting forth a political creed, after making the most of social difficulties, they add: « 3. We believe that this unhappy condition is the natural outcome of ill-advised legislation and inefficient Government. » A likeminded writer in a Nelson paper says: « Poverty is a deadly foe to virtue: take away the temptation and you will abate the scandal. » He might with greater truth have written « wealth » instead of « poverty. » It is chiefly in association with idleness that either condition is one of moral danger.


Truth may not always be pleasant; but it is wholesome and bracing. One of the best and soundest books on political economy ever written—Hoyle's « National Resources and how they are Wasted » —has never become popular: it is too truthful. It has been sneered at, but never answered—for the sufficient reason that it is unanswerable. Mr Bradlaugh, in his debate with Hyndman, spoke of thrift. « 
Thrift is bosh, » yelled one of the audience. In those three pregnant words are summarised the leading doctrine of the socialistic party of the day. « That man, » says the Napier 
Herald, « spoke for himself and tens of thousands of others. » « Thrift is bosh » would be the appropriate motto for every copy of « Progress and Poverty » and « Looking Backward » that has issued from the press. One would scarcely expect anyone seriously to defend the idle and thriftless blockhead who interrupted Mr Bradlaugh, but he has found a seconder in Napier, who, in a half-column letter, suggests that the exclamation was made by a « thinker. » (Mr Bradlaugh, of course, has no claim to such a title.) He seriously argues that sobriety and thrift, if generally practised, would ruin the community. « Why, » he asks, « is thrift of any value in saving a man from poverty and the fear of poverty? Because 
it is not generally observed, thereby giving those who 
do observe it an advantage over their fellows. That is the whole secret of the advantage of thrift. If every man, woman, and child in the colony started tomorrow with the same habits of thriftiness all round, and continued to put them into practice with the same efficiency, the wage-earner would be no better off at the end of a given period, supposing us to be governed by the same politico-economic conditions as now. » If every one were sober the effect would be more awful still: « If they were to sober up all the 'drunks' in the colony to-morrow, and make them useful members of society, they would only intensify the present depression in the labor market, and wages would go down to a lower point than ever we have seen them. And why? Because there would be so many more able-bodied men to do the work which is offering, and they would compete with each other by lowering the price of labor. Unionism has now to face the 'free labor' difficulty; it would possibly then increase. »


Some of the prominent men in the movement have a severe attack of Bellamy. At a unionist meeting in Wellington, a certain Mr Cliffe predicted that the Bellamistic paradise would be realized « within fifty years. » Mr Bellamy himself allowed 115 years for a social change such as has never occurred in a millennium. Mr J. A. Millar, at Oamaru, « believed that the outcome of the present dispute would be a great grand commonwealth where all would be employed and paid by the State. » But more significant than all was the desperate attempt by the Labor Defence Committee in Sydney last month, to engage the State in competition with private enterprise. Having decreed a complete blockade of trade, which they failed to accomplish, they passed the following resolution:—


In the event of any real necessity arising from active steps taken in the labor dispute, the Government should prevent any section in the community from being deprived of the necessaries of life, and the various organizations will undertake to place all labor required at the disposal of the State.


This is sufficient to show that the trivial squabbles between employers and employed are in no sense the cause of the present agitation; but that it is part of a wide-spread movement—a movement which has for its objects the abolition of private property, the extinction of individual liberty, the destruction of existing institutions, and the establishment of a tyranny in which ignorant, ambitious, and irresponsible leaders shall grasp supreme control in the name of the State.


We need not « look backward » as far as Solomon to find orthodox economic teaching. We will quote sound doctrine from three English writers whose works have stood the test of a century. Pope has written:



For forms of government let fools contest— Whate'er is best administered is best.



Dr Johnson moralizes:



How small, of all that human hearts endure, The part which laws or kings can cause or cure!



And Franklin, the thorough-going radical, in his trenchant style, says: « 
He who tries to persuade the workman that he can arrive at fortune otherwise than by industry and thrift is a liar and a criminal.»
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We can scarcely imagine that any one (except proof-readers) ever reads « Hansard; » but, dry and unprofitable though it be, one may sometimes find a good thing in its pages. We accidentally fell upon such an item in No. 24, page 561. Mr Cadman, in the House, urged the Government to appoint more J.P.'s at Mercury Bay, and in support of his application read the following extract from a letter: « There is a great dearth of Justices here. Mr Clay, the only Justice, has gone to Whakatane for a short trip. On Saturday night there were three in the lockup: all of them had to be let go. One of them broke into the upper hotel on Sunday morning »!! One would think that, after an experience like this, the good folk of Mercury Bay would be the last people in the colony to ask for more justices. 
Quis custodiet ipsos custodes?


In the House of Representatives Mr Withy asked the Minister of Justice whether he had seen a copy of the 
Northern Luminary, published at the Bay of Islands, and dated the 19th July, and whether he had read therein a report of an affiliation case, tried before the Resident Magistrate, and if so, would he cause an inquiry to be made as to how it was that such a case was heard in an open and crowded court, and whether he would endeavor in the interests of public decency and morality to prevent in future the publication of such details as were contained in the article alluded to.—The Hon. Captain Russell said he had seen a copy of the paper referred to, and the report of the ease was very disgaceful to the paper. The position was clear that the Resident Magistrate had ample power to clear the court if he thought fit, and it was inexpedient for the Government to interfere in these matters with the administration of a judicial officer.


It is with sincere regret that we note the death of Mrs Henry Heron, daughter of Sir William Manning, a well-known and highly-esteemed writer, who, under the signature of « Australie » (one of her Christian names), had contributed to nearly every important periodical in New South Wales. In 1887 a collection of her poetical pieces was published by George Bell and Co., London, entitled « The Balance of Pain, and other Poems. » Prom the five specimens selected from this work by Mr Sladen for his collection, it is clear that, as a poet, Mrs Heron's sentiment was better than her execution. Her descriptions of scenery are vivid and faithful, though somewhat encumbered by technical names, and both in her blank verse and rhymed pieces one often meets with a line of unmistakeable prose. One of her pieces in Mr Sladen's book, « The Explorer's Message, » is marked by genuine pathos as well as true poetry. With her prose work we are not acquainted. Regarding Mrs Heron, the Sydney 
Daily Telegraph says: « Her life was characterised by unselfish devotion to the interests of the suffering and necessitous, and in all her writings and actions she was animated by a high purpose that won for her the loving esteem of all with whom she came in contact. »






Typo: A Monthly Newspaper and Literary Review, Volume 4

[advertisements]










[image: Advertisement for Frederick Berndt & Co.]









[image: Advertisement for Lyon & Blair.]









Typo: A Monthly Newspaper and Literary Review, Volume 4

[advert]






[image: Advertisement for Frederick Berndt & Co.]







Typo: A Monthly Newspaper and Literary Review, Volume 4

[advert]






[image: Advertisement for Lyon & Blair.]







Typo: A Monthly Newspaper and Literary Review, Volume 4

Literature






Literature.



Rarely, if ever, has a writer paid himself so left-handed a compliment as Mr Arthur Eversley, the author of « New Zealand Voices and other Poems, » has done in the couplet prefixed to his little book of rhymes:






Make of these verses, reader, what you can:



The Poetry is far before the Man.





The book is one of a class which are of use in supplying work for the printers, but beyond this have little excuse for their existence. The writer has done fairly well in a few homely sketches in the Scottish dialect; but in English verse his muse is sadly fettered. His loftiest strains only reach the level of music-hall ditties, and lyrics starting with a stanza that will pass muster, drop immediately into the baldest prose. What shall we say of a singer who warbles woodnotes wild as these:






I see friends there of affliction



Who are faithful to the last,



And these favor the eviction



Of pretentions from the past—?





Or who can perpetrate an atrocity such as the following:






I love to listen in the night



To voices subject to control,



As language of a new delight



Exuding from the heart and soul—?





« The Reign of Ungrace: a Satire, » is as ungracious as it is poor. The poet's sulphuric acid is watered down till it might pass for weak vinegar. We are not sure that there are any worse stanzas in the book than those we have quoted—there are many better, and the best complete piece probably is « A Song of Flowers. » If the author had written nothing inferior to this, there might have been some reason for the publication of the little pamphlet. It is only right to add that with the exception of some mild fire-and-brimstone in the aforesaid « Satire, » the sentiments of the volume are unexceptionable; and notwithstanding his twice-repeated assurance to the contrary, we feel convinced that « the Man » is immeasurably better than « the Poetry. »


More pretentious in appearance, and larger, is the cloth-bound volume of over two hundred pages— « The Pirate Chief, and other Poems, » by Mr W. Skey, of Wellington. To give a detailed analysis, quantitative or qualitative, of the work, is not our intention. We have gone through it in search of a piece or even a single original stanza worthy the name of literature—and the search is vain. To a large extent the book is composed of flippant parodies—seven separate parodies on Hamlet's soliloquy! and the serious pieces—if there be a serious piece in the collection—are crude and unmelodious. « The Pirate Chief, » in ballad measure, is a legend of a Norse sea-rover, and is a good story spoiled in the narration. It contains over two hundred stanzas. The writer is evidently a gentleman of education and extensive reading, but absolutely devoid of the poetic gift. In a preface he says that the book contains about one-third of his MS. verses, and that he contemplates the publication of the remainder.


A good deal of justifiable curiosity (says the Melbourne 
Leader) is being manifested respecting the long-delayed publication of the remaining thirteen volumes of the History of New South Wales, the compilation of which was entrusted to Mr G. B. Barton, barrister-at-law, some time ago. After a long delay, which was accounted for by the difficulty the compiler experienced in winnowing the chaff out of the musty old records of the Colonial Office, the first volume was printed at a prohibitive price, and it was announced that one of the remaining volumes, which was to bring the history of the colony up to date, would be published every six months; but up to the present time none but the initial volume has seen the light of day. Inquiry has failed to elicit the cause of delay that has taken place in the compilation of the work and the publication of the volumes. It is now stated that the Government has decided to terminate the engagement entered into with Mr Barton—for what reason is not stated—and that negociations are now proceeding with Mr Ward, who was until recently connected with the Sydney 
Daily Telegraph, to complete the work.


Mr Swinburne is « on the rampage. » That certain developments of Russian government should evoke burning indignation is natural enough; but for an English poet of repute to plainly counsel assassination is something new. Yet in the 
Fortnightly for August Mr Swinburne does this. In an ode he says that the Russian



Night hath but one red star—Tyrannicide!




And this is his advice to the party of reform:






Down the way of Czars, awhile in vain deferred,



Bid the Second Alexander light the Third!





This is one more instalment of the modern Gospel, proclaimed on many sides, from press, parliament, pulpit, and socialist platform, and now by a leading poet: « Thou shalt do evil that good may come. »


Mr Miln, an able Shaksperian actor, writes indignantly to the Auckland press on the want of appreciation of the legitimate drama in the colonies. He says:— « The genius of Shak-speare has proved ineffective in winning this adulterous generation from its lascivious 
penchant for the baser side of dramatic work. Let us acknowledge that we like legs better than brains. »


An English weekly writes, concerning 
Punch:— « We wonder how many of the public are aware that some of our most distinguished Academicians have contributed to its brilliant pages. How Sir John Gilbert sent in his first drawing in 1842, and his last, forty years later, in 1882, and how Sir Everett Millais, Mr Briton Riviere, Mr Stacy Marks, Mr G. A. Storey, and Fred Walker, have all from time to time shown what comedy there is in them to the readers of 
Punch. Of the professed humorous draughtsmen who have lived during the last half century only one, so far as we know, has held aloof from Bouverie Street, and that is George Cruickshank. All the rest have a finger in the comic—'Phiz,' 'Alfred Crowquill,' Leach, Fred Barnard, Dicky Doyle, Kenny Meadows, 'Gavarni,' Thackeray, W. S. Gilbert, Griset, R. Caldecott, to say nothing of such serious artists as Mr Birket Foster and Mr H. G. Hine, and the celebrated band who still keep up the fame of Mr Punch, artistically considered, throughout the world. » The writer overlooks comic artists and cartoonists of great ability who have contributed to rival publications. The name of the late Matt Morgan does not appear in the list, nor that of J. Proctor, formerly of 
Judy—a powerful artist, whose chief fault was that he too obviously imitated the style of John Tenniel.


The 
Athenæum reports that of the last work of the lamented Mr Blades, his « Bibliographical Miscellanies, » the remaining essays are almost entirely finished and ready for publishing, especially the one on « Chained Libraries. » It adds that Mr Blades had a medal struck for his trade jubilee, which would have been celebrated on May 1st, but unfortunately he did not live to see that day. It is supposed that he intended presenting it to his numerous printing and literary friends.


The name of Rusden is not beloved in these islands, and when Mr. R. was cast in heavy damages for libel the public were ready to applaud the righteous judgment. It is quite natural that Mr Rusden should think himself hardly treated, and in a little pamphlet he has lately issued, entitled « The Law of Libel: a Letter on an Article in 
The Times, » he pleads, with some show of justice, that he was more sinned against than sinning. On this point he says: « I shall only remind you that the peccant paragraphs were founded on information furnished by a bishop of scholarly Oxford reputation; and that, unwilling to rely upon a single statement, I sought further particulars, and obtained them in writing under the hand of the same apparently high authority » And he adds that Mr Justice Hawkins instructed a British jury « that the reputable character of an informant may, and ought to, excuse a public writer who—misled himself—writes something which, may mislead others » If Mr Rusden had confined himself to his personal grievance the pamphlet would have had little use or interest; but he has done more than this. Having been led to look into the law of libel and its operations, he has collected a number of decisions and dicta by judges of the highest standing which will give his little work a permanent value to all engaged in literary labors.


One is rarely safe in asserting that any act or thing has been done for the first time. Mr Walter Reynolds, a theatrical manager at Blackburn, has challenged Christie Murray's claim to be the first English dramatist who ever produced a play in Australia. Mr Reynolds states that as far back as 1887 he brought out in Melbourne a play entitled « Gold and Alloy, » in which Mr Fred Thome, now of the London Vaudeville, took a leading part.
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Our notice of Mr Talbot B. Reed's « Fashions in Typography » is shut out of this issue.


Mr Albany Hall, a paper-ruler employed by Messrs Fergusson & Mitchell, Dunedin, died on the 13th inst. from misadventure. On the previous evening he had gone to a drawer and taken from it in the dark what he supposed to be a seidlitz powder. Becoming very ill in the night he suspected that he had taken by mistake the deadly arsenical compound known as rough-on-rats, which he imprudently kept in the same drawer. His wife found this surmise to be correct, the poison having disappeared, and at once obtained medical aid, but too late", and the unfortunate man died at 5 p.m. on Saturday.


Our Napier exchanges record the death from consumption, at the age of 28, of Mr H. C. L. Yates, son of the late H. L. Yates, who, with his brother, Mr W. W. Yates, started the Hawke's Bay 
Times in 1861. Deceased learned his business at the Napier 
Herald office; but, finding that night-work was injuring his health, he joined the staff of the 
Telegraph. When he was no longer able to attend at the office, Mr Knowles, the proprietor, kindly sent cases and copy to his house, so that he could still have the satisfaction of earning something for the support of his family. He leaves a widow and several young children.





We have received the August issue of the 
Journal of the New Zealand Institute of Surveyors—the third number, we believe, though the fact is not stated. It contains twenty pages, mostly filled with elaborate mathematical formula. It must be a « terror » to the comps. The editor is Mr E. Tregear, and the 
Journal, which we have no doubt is a valuable one to the profession, bears the imprint of Mr W. F. Roydhouse, Lambton-quay, Wellington.


The 
Bay of Plenty Times of the 22nd inst. says:— « Our recently-imported type-setting machinery is giving much satisfaction. In a short time, after thoroughly mastering the keys, one girl will be able to set up the 
Bay of Plenty Times daily. As these machines are played like the piano, and therefore especially suited for female labor, the present ungallant attitude of the Typographical Society in excluding women from the type-setting trade should cause a great demand for these typesetting machines worked by compositrices. We have some young ladies on our staff at present learning these machines, and we expect shortly to require more. » The 
Times gives no clue as to the particular kind of machine it has imported. We are somewhat sceptical as to its capabilities.


The Sydney exponent of The New Journalism, the 
Star, has had to pay the penalty. It has been trying its hand at the « picturesque panorama » business recommended last year by Mr W. Hill as the ideal reporting, and this was one of its items, 
verb. et lit.:—



Going to a Lecture.—'I was just going to a lecture down Riley-Street, your Honor,' said a wild-looking specimen of humanity named Conelius C. Maloney at the Water Police Court this morning, 'when a young man insulted me, and I knocked him down.' It was proved that Corney was the agressor, and he was fined 20s, levy in distress, or seven days. 'I am only a poor teacher in lodgings, your Honor, and have got no goods.' 'Then you must go to gaol,' said Mr Addison. 'Then, by God! that's hard, your Honor.' said the hedge schoolmaster.


—It was shown that the plaintiff, a retired schoolmaster, had been fined as stated; but that he had committed the assault under extenuating circumstances, having been first insulted. The « picturesque » portions of the report were shown to be fictitious, and District Judge M'Farland awarded £40 damages for libel.


At the Supreme Court, Auckland, this week, before Mr Justice Conolly, the appeal case H. T. Jones 
v. W. H. Atack was heard. This was an appeal from the decision of Mr Booth, R
.m. at Gisborne, by which appellant was fined £1 for having published in the Gisborne 
Standard certain telegrams belonging to the Press Association of Wellington, of which W. H. Atack is manager. Neither Mr Atack nor the Press Association own or publish a newspaper in the colony, but Mr Atack had sent the telegrams in question to a number of newspapers, and the question for the Court was whether, under these circumstances, he had published them within the meaning of the Electric Lines Act, 1884, and whether the telegrams were protected by that Act. Mr Cooper, for the respondent, argued that Mr Atack, although not a publisher of a newspaper, had published the telegrams in those newspapers to which he had sent them. His Honor dismissed the appeal without costs. He said that, as Mr Atack would be liable as a publisher of telegrams in a civil or criminal action, he must also have the protection of the Act as a publisher.


Post-office officials are promptly blamed when expected correspondence fails to come to hand; but they do not always receive the credit they deserve for properly delivering articles imperfectly addressed. By the last San Francisco mail a letter addressed « Mrs C—, Brougham-street, New Zealand, Australia, » arrived, and reached its proper destination with very little delay. The sorting clerk did not send it on to Australia, but wrote « Try New Plymouth; » the New Plymouth official wrote « Try Wellington, » and the Wellington postman duly delivered it in Brougham-street of the latter city.
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Our Exchanges.



Our contemporary, 
Paper and Press, always superb, has excelled itself in its last two issues. It is now divided into four departments—the Printer and Publisher, the Bookbinder, the Lithographer and Color-worker, and the Manufacturing Stationer—each with a color-printed - title-page on stout tinted art-paper. It is equivalent to four first-class trade journals in one cover, and all for one shilling monthly. Every page of this grand paper reveals possibilities of typography undreamt of ten or fifteen years ago.


The 
Artist Printer (St. Louis) makes a good start with its second volume. It appears to be a success.


The 
Superior Printer for March-April (just to hand) is a good number, and the beautiful tile-work border of the frontispiece could only have been executed by an artist such as Mr Earhart. We hope the publisher will send us another copy, this one being imperfect, pages 271-278 being deficient.


The 
American Bookmaker, with the July number, begins its eleventh volume. It contains a number of bookwork designs, and a portrait of the artist. The details of the designs, to our mind, show careless drawing; the face of the female figure on p. 5 is vacant in expression, and the process-work, in the imitation of chalk, is rough. The technical articles, as usual, are excellent.


The 
British, Printer for March-April (our own has not come, and we have had to borrow) contains a good process portrait of the late Mr William Blades, from a recent photograph. Among the practical articles we note a good paper on « Type Bodies » by Mr Henry Rush, of Altrincham. Its pages are full of practical hints and gems of type composition, introducing all the latest and prettiest type-novelties—home and foreign. The most useful feature of the May-June issue is an able practical paper on « The Making Beady of Picture Blocks, » by Mr S. M. Bateman, machine-foreman to Messrs Newman and Son, of Widegate-street. Mr Tom L. Mills contributes an article on New Zealand employing printers. The articles in this number are brightened by the new and exceedingly pretty antique initials of Messrs Schelter and Giesecke.



The Bookbinder (the only organ of the craft in England) having nearly completed its second volume has been purchased by Raithby and Lawrence, and will be run on similar lines to the 
British Printer. So far, it has not been very popular, having been, in the opinion of the new proprietors, « too academic » in style. It will in future be entitled the 
British Bookmaker. We are glad to see that this good English word—so long degraded by association with the turf—is regaining its true position.
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Trade Lists and Samples.


Babcock Printing Press Company, New London, Conn.—Two finely-printed illustrated catalogues.


Monthly book lists from the Religious Tract Society and from S. W. Partridge and Co.


Excelsior Stereo Foundry, Franklin-street, Melbourne.—Circular relating to newspaper columns of literary matter, and accompanying sample. The plate is dovetailed into the wooden mount, so that it cannot be displaced. The paragraphs following are a sample of the work:—


What are the most unsociable things in the world? Mile-stones, for you will never find two of them together.


What is the difference between a chimneysweep and a gentleman who finds that the mourning he purchased to wear at his friend's funeral fits him exactly? One is blacked with Soot and the other is suited with black.


How can you get a new set of teeth inserted gratis? Go into somebody's garden where a big dog is kept and kick him.
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The following conversation is said to have been heard in a Police Court in New South Wales:— « This evidence is not sufficient, » said his Worship warmly. « I'm not going to take this man's 
ipse dicksy. » « 
Ipse dixit, your Worship, » whispered the clerk. « You wait till you're asked, sir, » responded the Bench in a dignified manner, « I know what I'm talking about; the final 't' is never pronounced in French!»


« A poem, » is modern American slang for anything supposed to be particularly fine. A certain printing machine is advertised as « a poem in steel. » A New York dramatic paper neatly satirizes the term thus: « Mrs Langtry says that 'a woman of the deadest white skin, with blue eyes and blonde hair, becomes a poem when she dons a yellow gown,' and the man who pays for it becomes a tragedy in three acts when he sees the bill. »


The Dunedin 
Workman—which fiercely attacked the Crown Solicitor at Wellington, Mr H. D. Bell, together with the Premier and others—has been called to account, Mr Bell having instituted criminal proceedings. The proprietor, Mr Lister, offered to make an ample apology, to be advertised in such papers as Mr Bell might name; but the prosecutor refused to accept any apology unless the name of the writer were given up. Mr Lister has been committed for trial; and was liberated on bail, himself in £150, and two sureties of £75 each.


One of the functions of an English Court appears to be that of a tribunal of final appeal in cases of disputed questions in lexicography. Mr Justice Kekewich lately had to decide the meaning of the expression « an unmarried man. » The counsel on the one side declared that unmarried meant never having been married. The Judge, however, agreed with the opposing counsel that « to die unmarried » means to depart this life without leaving a husband or wife surviving. This was a grave question; but rather a funny one lately arose in Victoria. A Melbourne newspaper having charged a shire councillor with having « tiddly-winked the shire funds, » litigation ensued, and the matter was carried on appeal to the highest tribunal in the colony. Some fifty English dictionaries were brought into court to enable the judges to ascertain what was the real meaning of the word; but « tiddlywinking » was not discoverable in any of them. So they accepted the definition of a witness, that the phrase conveyed to his mind the idea of « using little dodges to obtain one's own ends. » An imputation of that sort, the Court decided, was not necessarily libellous.


The decision of the Supreme Court in the appeal case Jones 
v. Atack, noted elsewhere, will meet with general approval.


Mr Child, proprietor of the Philadelphia 
Ledger, has telegraphed an offer to Mr Sack-ville for the purchase of the ground on which the Shakspeare memorial stands. If the offer is accepted he will present the ground to the town of Stratford-on-Avon.


It may not be generally known that the first institution of the eight-hours' system was in New Zealand fifty years ago, and that its founder, Mr Samuel Duncan Parnell, is still living in Wellington. The 
Evening Press of the 20th inst. published a lithographed portrait and very interesting biography of the old reformer.


The witty editor of the Fielding 
Star gives his defaulting subscribers the following considerate and courteous reminder:— « 'The Sun, and what we owe to it' was the subject of a lecture delivered in Wellington last week. 'The 
Star, and what we owe to it,' will be the subject of a lecture in Fielding by one of the leading citizens next week. »


A Wellington clergyman (the same who lately announced that the jubilee was invented by the Church of Borne) has made another equally interesting discovery. He stated in a sermon that the present labor troubles were « a direct judgment of God upon a people whose Parliament legalized gambling and passed the Deceased Wife's Sister Act, and the Divorce Act. » There are about a thousand pages of rubbish in the official reports of the session; but, with the exception of one profane expression, for which the member had to apologize, nothing quite so bad as this was uttered by any member of the House.


« Civis, » in the Otago 
Witness, writes of the Complete Boycot: — « The trigger was pulled, the shot fired, and—the gun has kicked! So far as can be judged by an outsider the U.S.S. Co. is going on its wicked way much as before, while the Maritime Conncil, on the other hand, is—shall I say on its back? Not exactly that, perhaps. I never exaggerate. But at any rate it has been knocked pretty well 
hors de combat. The new, patent, scientific, quick-firing gun, the possession of which enabled Mr Millar to go to war with a light heart, has unexpectedly turned out to be a double-action weapon, which does more execution at the butt than at the muzzle. I don't gloat over this fact, observe; I merely chronicle it for the admonition of anybody else who may be tempted to experiment with the same treacherous weapon. »


I do not know (says « Aulus » in the 
Australasian) whether the following witticism of a well-known witty northern legislator has received publicity so far south before. The Estimates were being discussed, and a good deal of dissatisfaction had been expressed about the costs paid to Messrs Little and Brown, who acted as solicitors for the Crown. After the Estimates, the next business was a Game Protection Bill. Some one objected that amongst the birds to be protected there was no mention of the lawyer-bird. « Never heard of it. What is a lawyer-bird? » asked the Minister in charge of the Bill, who was rather in a fog. « I can tell you, » promptly replied the wit. « It's little and brown, and has a remarkably long bill. You need not trouble to include it—it can protect itself. »
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The 
Prohibitionist is the title of a new temperance organ lately started in Christchurch.


The 
Sporting Review is the name of a new periodical issued in Auckland by Mr H. H. Hayr.


The Manawatu 
Herald, hitherto published semi-weekly, is henceforth to appear on Tuesdays, Thursdays, and Saturdays.


Mr W. A. King has started business as letterpress and litho printer and bookbinder in Devon-street, New Plymouth.


The evening paper established by Mr Ivess at Newcastle (N.S.W.) has died very young. His papers have all proved tender plants, and cannot as a rule stand union wages.


It is not a very important matter to be made the subject of a cable message; but a home telegram records that Mr Whistler, the artist, thrashed Mr Moore, editor of 
Hawk, with a light cane, in the lobby of Drury Lane Theatre. It is probable that the artist merited the criticism, and that the editor deserved the caning.


Mr Joseph Syme, a noted Melbourne free-thought orator and journalist, has been committed for trial for a criminal libel on a man named Morris.


Tauranga has once again a second newspaper. Mr Robert Henry is the printer, and the paper, which is to appear thrice weekly, is entitled the 
Evening News.


The Wellington 
Press gets off a neat joke at the expense of the two chief Parliamentary Windbags: « Fish and Fisher—positive and comparative—be thankful there's no superlative!»


The proprietors of the Christchurch 
Trade and Labor Chronicle having made a full and unreserved apology to Messrs Whitcombe and Tombs, the firm have withdrawn the action for libel.


The Coromandel 
News has completed its fourth year. It says that at its start, confident predictions were made that it would not live three months. For once the soothsayers were mistaken.


Mr Alfred Dolamore, editor and part proprietor of the Mataura 
Ensign, has just been elected Mayor of Gore, beating the last occupant of the civic chair, the eccentric Mr Simpson, by fifty votes.


We regret to note that Mr Vesey Hamilton, editor of the Canterbury 
Times, has had to resign on account of ill-health. The Hon. Mr Reeves, on behalf of the staff, presented him with a set of pictures and an illuminated address.


We observe, from a copy of the Clutha 
Leader which we neglected to open last month, that Mr J. S. Algie, on severing his connexion with the 
Leader, was presented by the staff with a handsome gold pin, as a parting token of esteem.


The proprietors of the Sydney 
Morning Herald, Daily Telegraph, and 
Evening News have been served with writs claiming £10,000 in each case. The proceedings are taken under an act of Charles II (?) which renders any newspapers publishing advertisements containing prices of admission of a Sunday entertainment liable to pay a penalty of £50 for every such advertisement, which fine goes to the person who first institutes proceedings. The speculator in old statutes has made a dash for £30,000. How much will he get?


Some more curiosities of advertising, from our exchanges:—


TO 
Shoemakers.—Wanted, tenders for half-soling a pair of boots. Address, 
Skinflint, Post Office, Napier.



Boycot!—The Boycot is Removed This Day from Tom McTurton for having eaten an egg laid by a hen that was fed by a child that read a book printed by Whitcombe and Tombs, upon his having promised to kill the hen. (Signed) 
Jack, House Builder, Acting Secretary Holus Bolus Society Affiliated.


—These are pieces of jocosity, but the following, in the Otago 
Daily Times, bearing the signature of Mr Vincent Pyke, a well-known literary 
M.H.R., is in grim earnest:—



If the 
Book-Fiend who persisted in leaving his wares at my house contrary to my wife's remonstrances, and during my absence, does not forthwith remove them, and pay the cost of this advertisement, I shall order them to be sold at his risk for the benefit of whom it may concern.


The labor papers are mostly edited by amateurs without any literary training. One result of this is an unprecedented amount of libel business in the courts.


The Manawatu 
Daily says:—It is with considerable regret that we notice that Mr F. Pirani has been selected as the labor candidate for the Palmerston seat, for the reason that he has been a very efficient member of our staff, and this necessitates the resignation of his position…. We sincerely wish that the labor party had selected some other candidate, more especially as Mr Pirani assured us he had no desire to stand. By his removal from our staff we lose a conscientious, hardworking, and able assistant whom it will be difficult to replace, and whose value has been appreciated by us during some years of of active service.
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Obituary.


On the 25th August, at Sydney, Mrs Henry Heron (« Australie » ), a well-known writer of prose and verse.


On the 19th September, at London, Dion Boucicalt, a celebrated actor and dramatist, in his 68th year.


A Paris telegram records the death of Alphonse Kerr, one of the most delightful writers of poetry and fiction that France has produced during the present century.


The death of Canon Liddon, in his 71st year, is reported by cable. As an exegetic writer he earned well-deserved fame; but was chiefly distinguished as an intellectual and powerful preacher—one of the greatest, if not the greatest, in Great Britain.


We regret to record the death, on the 10th inst., after a brief illness, of Mr Maitland F. Storer, of the Wellington firm of Storer, Meek and Co., importers. Mr Storer, who was until recently travelling representative of Messrs Lyon and Blair, was well known and esteemed in the trade.


The 
Northern Advocate of 6th September writes:—It is with great regret that we chronicle the death of Mr David Munro, of Waipu. He was well known as a newspaper correspondent, and a thoughtful and trenchant writer. He was a good deal of the Bohemian—warm-hearted, genial, and an upright man.


News from home records the death, at Sydenham, at the age of 80 years, of Mr Hugh Carleton, an accomplished scholar and musician, for many years editor of the 
Southern Gross in the early times. He was a member of the Provincial Council, and for some time Provincial Secretary. In 1854 he was elected to the first Parliament as representative of the Bay of Islands constituency, and held the seat until the general election of 1870. During the whole period, except the first session, he was Chairman of Committees.


The death of Alexander Chatrian was reported by cable on the 5th inst. He was born in Soldatenthal (Department of the Meurthe) was a teacher, and became acquainted with Erckmann in 1847, and the pair composed together a number of tales and dramatic pieces. In 1859, after repeated failures, they launched « L'illustre Docteur Matheus. » This proved a success, and was followed by numerous other works which charmed the world and brought fame and fortune to the authors. Chatrian's colloborateur was a law-student.
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Wellington, New Zealand: Published by 
Robert Coupland Harding, and Printed by 
Lyon & 
Blair, at their registered Printing Office, Lambton Quay.—September, 1890.
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Design in Typography. 
The 'Preciosa' Combination And Ribbon.



XLVI.




We have already, in considering the development of Ribbon and Tablet designs, described and illustrated a series (that of Bruce, of New York), in which founts of type were combined with the Ribbon, and the letter and design were inseparable. We mentioned a suggestion made at the time by the writer of these articles, that the value of the design would be greatly increased if the beaded pattern could be produced separately to combine with the end-pieces, leaving an opening to admit any style of type; and further, that an advance in this direction was soon afterwards made by MacKellar in the « Zigzag » Combination. We now come to the only combination in which this idea has been thoroughly, systematically, and scientifically developed—the « Preciosa » and « Schildschrift, » produced in 1882 by Messrs Schelter and Giesecke, of Leipzig.


As we do not possess this beautiful but costly series, we cannot do more than show a few of its accessories, and describe its principle. The border was a bead-pattern with a unit of 3-point, justifying to a single unit, and provided with numerous appropriate head-pieces, centre-pieces, and exterior ornaments. Some of these we show:—




[image: ]


Appropriate founts, on 24-, 18-, and 12-point, were cast for the interior of the tablet space. It was necessary that each letter should be set to a 3-point unit, and in the 12-point size some little distortion is apparent, the C and S, for example, being somewhat extended, and the R and Y disproportionately condensed. As the fount was intended for color-work there was a quadruple supply of the letters: 
(a) the letter in white on stippled ground; 
(b) the same on solid ground; (c) the solid letter; 
(d) a shade, or imperfect letter to produce the effect of blocking. The ornamental ends and centres, on the same principle, were cast in triplicate. The effect, as shown by the founders, worked in two or three harmonious colors, in perfect register, was very fine. Some years afterwards these founts were supplemented by a « Schmale » or condensed series, on the same bodies as the original, with the addition of a 36-point fount. The 
(d) or shade section in these founts was made a perfect letter by the addition of a hair-line—a decided improvement. The new founts were adapted to the same accessories as the original series, and supplemented with some very large and fine ornaments intended for the 36-point fount.


This series stands alone, and is a valuable addition to the resources of the typographer. Though named « Shieldtype, » it is more in the nature of a tablet design, and has none of the properties of the ribbon. But it occurred to the New York firm of Conner's Sons, who purchased the American rights to this series, to extend and adapt it to a ribbon combination, and the result, which appeared in 1886, was a somewhat curious composite design. To the « Preciosa » proper Messrs Conner first added the following four characters:—


[image: ]
then the following ribbon pieces:—


[image: ]
some elliptical ornaments from Schelter & Giesecke's Architectural series, and the following accessories:—


[image: ]


Fifty characters in all.


The chief original feature in Conner's ribbon is that it will turn at a right angle. The wide end-pieces enable a 30-point line to be set inside. The solid angle-pieces are for the « Schildschrift » in color-work. The design is in several respects defective; but chiefly in the matter of one-sidedness, so characteristic of American combinations. If the ribbon turns down at one end it must turn up at the other, and a symmetrical and well-balanced design cannot be constructed. There are, however, cases in which it may be used with excellent effect, and to the printer already possessing the « Preciosa » it will be specially useful, as enlarging the capabilities of that valuable design.
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At a late meeting of the Otago Branch of the Medical Association a resolution was passed:— « That this branch views with alarm the spread of immoral and corrupt publications, and would urge on other branches the question of how the growth of indecent advertisements and literature can best be met with in view of taking concerted action. » It is quite time that this matter was brought before the notice of the proper authorities. Certain pseudo-scientific books (chiefly American) which are really immoral publications of the foulest kind, are not only actively pushed in all parts of the colony by book-fiends, but are actually kept in stock by regular booksellers. One of these books in particular was suppressed in the United States, and the author heavily fined; but unexpurgated editions are shamelessly exposed in certain booksellers' windows in the cities of this colony. Whose business is it to put in force the law regarding obscene literature?


Last year a correspondent drew attention to the munificent gift by M. Anthony Galignani to a town with which he had for many years been connected. He headed his letter « Do likewise. » We do not think that any reference has been made in 
Typo to Sir Sydney Waterlow's splendid gifts to the City of London. Sir Sydney (who after completing his apprenticeship went to France, and worked for a time with Galignani) has one of the largest printing establishments in the world, employing four thousand hands, and paying about £950,000 a year in wages. In 1870, recognizing the need of a convalescent hospital for patients removed from St. Bartholomew's (of which he was treasurer), he fitted up Lauderdale House, at his own expense, for thirty-two patients, and presented it, with the charming grounds, to the Governors of St. Bartholomew's. It was opened in 1872 by the Prince and Princess of Wales. This, however, was put into the shade by his gift of the Fairseat and Hertford House estates, on the southern slope of Highgate Hill, Parish of St. Pancras, containing nearly twenty-nine acres, as a public park (to be known as Waterlow Park) for the north of London. The properly was freehold except 2¾ acres on long lease; and accompanying the gift was the sum of £6,000 cash, an amount sufficient to purchase the freehold interest of this portion. The London illustrated papers at the time published engravings of scenes on the property, which is exceedingly beautiful, and will become one of the finest public gardens in the city.
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Our Correspondents.



Christchurch,
 23 October, 1890.




Trade is fairly good, and the jobbing-offices have plenty of work to keep all hands going.


A few weeks ago the members of the staff of the 
Lyttelton Times Company assembled around the stone in the composing-room to say farewell to Mr E. V. Hamilton, late editor of the 
Canterbury Times, but who has had to relinquish his duties on account of illness. After the Hon. W. Reeves had spoken in high praise of Mr Hamilton as a journalist, he presented him, on behalf of the entire companionship, with a set of fine pictures—landscapes—and beautifully bound album, a highly creditable specimen of the work which can be produced in the 
Lyttelton Times bindery. Within was an address, tastefully illuminated, and in these words: « To Vesey Hamilton, Esq.—Dear Sir,—We have learned with deep regret that you have found it necessary, owing to illness, to resign your position as editor of the 
Canterbury Times. You have had no keener critics than those who have been more or less associated with you in the 
Lyttelton Times Company's various departments. We have appreciated your facile descriptive powers, and your graceful diction, and we trust to have many further opportunities, when strength has returned to you, of enjoying your contributions. That the renewal of health my come speedily is our earnest hope. Will you please accept, not as a measure, but as a token of our esteem, the accompanying pictures. » On the next page to the address was a photo-lithographic copy of the first page of the 
Lyttelton Times, with the signatures of the Hon. W. Reeves, and Mr J. C. Wilkin. On the succeeding pages were the signatures of the various members of the staff. Mr Hamilton, in reply, spoke at length, giving an interesting account of the ups and downs, the changes and chances, and the lights and shadows of a journalist's life, and in conclusion said: « And yet it is a profession that you cannot choose but love and cling to. It makes a man alert, vigorous of thought and action, receptive, supple-minded. It teaches him to know human nature, to gauge the strength and weakness of that great, wonderful mystery, the mind of man. It throws him in contact to-day with the noblest of mankind, and to-morrow among some of the lowest scoundrels that cumber earth. But it is before all a profession in which prejudice leaks out of a man and tolerance flows in; a profession in which there are fewer jealous rivals and more honest unbiassed critics of your worth than in any other of which I know anything. »


Mr H. D. Pine, who has taken charge of the 
Press jobbing department, was, on leaving the Union office, recipient of a farewell address from the employés. Mr James Caygill succeeds Mr Pine as manager at the Union, a position he will no doubt fill with credit to himself and to his employers.


The businesses of Anthony Sellars & Co. (late lessees of the 
Press jobbing department), and J. T. Smith & Co., have been amalgamated under the style of Smith, Anthony, Sellars, & Co., Limited. The new firm was opened in premises in Cashel Street, and, I believe, are doing a good business.


Mr J. G. Anderson, of the 
Lyttelton Times office, has accepted the position of reader on the 
Otago Daily Times, Dunedin. As he was Vice-President of the Canterbury Typographical Association, his removal caused a vacancy on the executive of that body, and Mr W. F. Board, of the 
Press office, has been appointed to the position.
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There was a sermon 
apropos the labor question (says the 
Paper World) in the recent casual statement of President Rogers of the Massasoit Paper Company, regarding the price of paper. « Prices have been steadily falling, » said he, « till they have reached the lowest figures ever known; yet for years we have met this situation without reducing the pay of our help. Improvements in machinery, economy in methods, and a stronger pressure to turn off the work, have enabled us to maintain the wages of our hands. » Such a spirit and such a purpose are mighty factors in the labor question.


There have been a good many court cases in the South Island during the month in connexion with the 
Picturesque Atlas, and judgment has generally gone for plaintiffs. One of the agents had to answer a charge of perjury, but was acquitted. In Invercargill, Judge Rawson, in one of the cases—a claim for £7—nonsuited the plaintiff on the ground that there had been no acceptance of delivery, and that the time had not elapsed when the payments were due for more than fourteen parts, for which the defendant had already paid. His Worship held that under the agreement payment could not be exacted in a lump sum, but only at the rate of five shillings a month.


In referring to the severance of Mr David Bruce from the historic foundry that bears his name, the Chicago 
Specimen says that « it marks the retirement from active business life of one of the most remarkable men that have been connected with typefounding in America. He never did anything in a small way. His business transactions, his acts of charity, and his rewards were always accomplished on a broad plan. » It adds that the transfer of the concern, worth over half-a-million dollars, to three of the employés, was virtually a gift—the nominal consideration, it is said, being one cent each.


Those who are loyal to the Queen's English must have deplored the common misuse of the word « stultify. » For once that it is correctly used by platform speakers or newspaper contributors, it is ten times misapplied in the sense of « neutralize, » « circumvent, » « undo, » or « reverse »: all ideas utterly foreign to its meaning. Says a contemporary: « The heroic determination of the people to abandon the policy of waste and extravagance and insist on economy and retrenchment, will become stultified by the line of action the labor question will force upon us. » Now a man cannot possibly stultify a determination, though he may with the greatest ease stultify himself. The word has but one meaning—it is a convenient equivalent to the four Saxon words « make a fool of. »


A very important judgment is reported from the Dublin Exchequer Court. A verdict, carrying damages for £250, was recently obtained by Lord Annaly against 
Stubbs's Weekly Gazette, for publishing an incorrect statement as to a judgment registered against his lordship, as if it had been obtained against him personally instead of in his capacity as executor. The newspaper appealed, asking to have the verdict set aside on the ground that the error occurred in the official register from which the particulars had been extracted. The Court upheld the appeal, on the ground that no negligence or malice had been proved, and that 
the publication was simply the publication of a public document, which any of the public could inspect on payment of one shilling. This second point is not without interest in connexion with a late New Zealand case.


Mr John Southward lately delivered a lecture before the British Typographia, on « Type-Setting by Machinery. » He said that the invention had got beyond the experimental stage. There were several factories in the country devoted to the manufacture of such machines, and of one make alone 2,700 machines had been ordered. Most of 
The Times was set up by machinery, and among the provincial journals using machines were the Manchester 
Guardian, the Bradford 
Observer, the 
Freeman's Journal, the Liverpool 
Courier, and the Liverpool 
Daily Post. He would not say that there was any great saving to the newspapers employing these machines. In some cases the cost was greater. It might be thought that this was a fatal objection; but the object of keeping the machines was to save time late at night when important news came in at the last moment. Men working on these machines at the rate of 2½d to 3d a thousand, could earn more than the compositor paid at the rate of 8d and 8½d.


An American paper, the Somerville 
Journal, thus discourses on « word fads »: « The remarkable vogue of certain words is one of the mysteries of current conversation and writing. There was, for instance, the word 'environment,' which had a great run a few years ago. Then 'distinctly' had an inning, [
sic] being affected by artistic people, to whom art was 'distinctly precious.' Then lovers of good English were made unhappy by the public speaker, who, on every possible occasion, told the world that he 'voiced the sentiments' of somebody or other. The same man generally used that monstrosity, 'brainy.' Most people remember how popular 'unique' and 'bizarre' were a short time ago, and how the word 'sporadic' broke loose in almost every page of certain writers. Then the word 'anent' had a brief reign, being especially loved by the gossiper in the society weeklies. More recently that fine adverb 'absolutely' carried everything before it, in an absolutely absurd way. » —The list might easily be extended. « Newsy » is as ugly as « brainy, » and should be sent to the same limbo. « Phenomenal » is a silly and meaningless expletive, and one of the current absurdities is the misuse of the verb « accentuate, » which is found in nearly every newspaper. Writers who have never formed a style of their own are always on the watch for the newest slang wherewith to adorn their paragraphs. Some months ago an eccentric colonial politician used the word « nathless » in a published address, and for months afterwards the archaism was continually appearing in the most ungrammatical and incongruous associations. Some writers think that it is useless to draw attention to such debasement of current language; but we differ from them. The objectionable form « desirability, » for instance, once very common, has now been driven almost out of use by the attacks of critics.
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Foreign Phrases in English Composition



A little late, I should like to add a word about the point in construction, raised by me, that elicited Mr Tregear's instructive article in your August number, on « The Article in Maori. » The question regarding the propriety of using the English article before 
Ngati- he settles by showing that the meaning of the prefix is at best doubtful, and that there are good precedents for treating it as properly part of the tribal name. But, as to the first-mentioned cases,—
Te, as part of a local name, and as part of the name of the traditional canoe,—I feel inclined, with much diffidence, to demur to his principle. I understand this to be that, where the article invariably precedes the name in Maori, it may be treated as essentially a part of the proper name, and to make English construction the English 
the may be put before it. But constant use is not enough to make a precedent particle a part of the noun, except in the early stages of a language. His rule would justify one's writing « the 
l'Espérance, » « the 
la Redoubtable, » which I mentioned as samples of blunders too glaring for even newspaper writers to commit. It seems to me that in using foreign words or phrases one should mentally translate them word for word, if possible, in construction in an English sentence; if this makes tautology the construction must be altered. One would not say, « The 
la revanche for which the French a few years ago were yearning is still beyond their reach, » though French idiom usually requires the article before such abstract nouns, while the « the » beginning the sentence is definitive. The French article may fairly be omitted. But, to go back to another instance that I drew from Wellington newspapers, one cannot omit the Greek article from 
hoi polloi, because in Greek it would alter the signification: as in English, « the many » means the majority, « many » implies a minority, though a large number. In using the Greek phrase, if one must use it, the English article should be omitted. When we adopt a foreign noun, we may adopt the foreign definitive or not, as we please, just as we adopt, if we wish it, the foreign plural termination; we no more need use both the English and the original article than we need add the English plural termination to the foreign one, as was done in Shakespeare's time in cherubims. The classical plurals have generally been adhered to in adopted words, to avoid the ill sound of two consecutive syllables ending with sibilants; otherwise it would be better to get rid of these foreign plurals, at least in words that have become so far English as not to be usually put in italics. But at least they should be correct. Better say 
metropolises than 
metropoli, a word that is a favorite with conjurors and circus-agents, and was invented, I think, in America.


Almost as ridiculous as this is the use of a Latin phrase as a single noun, without regard to the meanings of the separate words. In relating the escape of a debtor, the reporters usually think it necessary to say, « He was 
non est inventus » —sometimes « He was 
found to be 
non est inventus. » It occurs to none of them to mentally translate the words literally, or they would see at once the origin of the phrase— that these three words are the words endorsed on the writ, and form a complete sentence of themselves.


On the other hand, one need scarcely inflect a Latin noun because it is in governance in an English sentence. I saw once in an English paper a report of a complaint to a magistrate that some fifth-of-November lads had annoyed their Irish neighbors by dressing up their Guy Fawkes in garments fashioned on those worn by the Pope, with his 
pontificalibus! This verges on the macaronic. X.
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Freetraders are never called upon to solve the knotty point as to what constitutes raw material—a question which is always setting the unhappy protectionists at loggerheads. Someone in Christchurch has started to manufacture paper bags; but, as there is a stiff duty on the material he could not make it pay. Naturally he applied to be placed on the same footing as other manufacturers, and the Government contemplated a remission of the duty. Whereupon two of the « local industry » members rushed in consternation to the Acting-Premier, and represented that there were in Otago two papermakers, one of whom paid £350 per month in wages, and £100 per month in railage; and that both mills would have to be closed if the paper was exempted from duty. Of course on all principles of equity or logic, the man who makes bags is as much entitled to State encouragement as his fellow who makes paper. But who ever found any principle or logic in protection?


A Christchurch paper has the following item about a press of historic interest: « One of the presses brought out by Mr Shrimpton in the 
Charlotte Jane, and used for the printing of the early numbers of the 
Lyttelton Times, has been presented to the Museum by Mr E. W. Seager. When the office of the journal was removed to Christchurch, the old press, together with a quantity of type, was given by the proprietors to Mr Seager, who then had charge of Sunnyside Asylum, and it was used to print programmes of entertainments got up for the patients' diversion, and other matters for their amusement. There was also a quantity of type given for the same purpose by Mr Seager's brother. When Mr Seager left the Asylum, Dr. Levinge, who succeeded him, found that he had no use for the press and its accompanying type, and sent the whole to Mr Seager, who has found a new asylum for the old press in the rooms of the Canterbury Museum. In Dr. Haast's time, Mr Seager used to print many of the labels used at the Museum, and they may be seen affixed to the specimens, bearing the imprint, 'Printed at Sunnyside Press.' Mr Forbes intends to put the press to a similar use as soon as he can get it into working order. »


The school of journalism is the best university. The career of the new Property-Tax Commissioner is a case in point. It is thus sketched by the Wellington correspondent of the 
Lyttelton Times:— « Mr Crombie, the Deputy-Commissioner, having been put into the vacancy caused by the death of the Commissioner, there is considerable satisfaction in the place at what we all consider the legitimate course of promotion. Mr Crombie is a very capable and painstaking official; a man who, in his time, has played many parts. Amongst others, he played the part of journalist nearly twenty years ago in Otago. In those days, he was chief reporter on the paper famous as the 
Otago Guardian, when Mr Creighton, now of San Francisco fame, was editor, and after Mr Creighton went to San Francisco to make that particular fame of his, the glory of Vincent Pyke was over the 
Guardian, and in that halo Mr Crombie worked hard, not for fame— that was the editor's perquisite—but for fortune, of which he acquired the nucleus. But what nucleus ever satisfied a man of praiseworthy ambition? Mr Crombie finding that the nucleus did not develop with sufficient rapidity, took his talents to a country district. The talents were, the first short-hand man in Otago, and a good sound leader-writing capacity. With these and sundry doubloons he started a brisk weekly or semi-weekly, I forget which. It was in the rising Palmerston or Waikouaiti—it really does not matter which, nor what the name of the little journal was, for it had a dismal, ghastly history, ungainly, grim and gaunt, that is to say, it took away the doubloons from poor Mr Crombie and left him with the reporting faculty and the leader capacity, both much sharpened by adversity. »


To an obituary article on Cardinal Newman, a Canterbury editor wrote the heading « From Calvinist to Cardinal. » But the intelligent comp threw a new light on the subject, and readers of the newspaper wondered at the title: « From Colonist to Cardinal! » — « The Maori women of New Zealand, » says an American paper, « are killing themselves trying to wear corsets, since they have seen them on the missionary women. » The paragraph is a comical one, inasmuch as there is scarcely a « missionary woman » in the country, and a Maori women with a corset is almost as rare as a duck with an umbrella.— « Friend, thee isn't wanted here, » is an incident occurring in 'Uncle Tom's Cabin,' representing the way in which the peace-at-any-price Quaker gently pushed over a precipice, and thus hastened to eternity, an unwelcome intruder.' » So writes the editor of the Wanganui 
Herald, whose copy of Mrs Stowe's novel appears to differ somewhat from the received version.—The editor of the Napier 
Telegraph, too, has been trying his hand at quotation, and works off the following in the name of Dr Watts:—






I thank the Lord I was not born



A heathen or a Jew.





A few weeks ago the Bishop of St Asaph referred, in the course of a speech at some function in his diocese, to « his younger and rasher days, » but the local papers reported him as having deplored his « younger and masher days! » —Misreporting is very often the work of the comp, and not of the shorthand writer: as, for example, where a member of the Victorian Parliament was represented as describing an opponent as a « gorilla » instead of « guerilla, » and a reference to a « smiling » representative came out « Snivelling. » « Timotheus, » in the 
Argus, is unkind enough to suggest that the typographer in these instances grasped the situation better than the orator or writer.— Some of the Reefton folk have been « mulched in a fine of 10s for allowing cattle to wander. » — « Ori Pronobis » was one of the items at a late rural concert.—Our lively contemporary the 
War Cry has made the best slip of the season. The officer in charge at Gore writes to correct an error in a heading he sent by wire. For « Capture of the Devil at Gore! » read « Capsize of the Devil. » They haven't caught him yet!
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To Repair Battered Wooden Type.—


Mr Alton B. Carty writes to the 
Inland Printer:—I tried filling up the depressions with sawdust and glue, beeswax, &c, but the result was not satisfactory. Determined to conquer the difficulty, I mixed some warm glue with Spanish whiting, and after cleaning out the depressions—in some instances deepening them to give the preparation a better hold—I plastered the defects over while warm, thoroughly filling all depressions, not being careful to get a smooth surface. After it became hard, I filed it down close to the letter, and then treated it to a good rubbing with an oilstone, using oil, and the result was a polished surface as good as the wood itself, if not superior, the printing showing no defects whatever.




[image: ]






Printers' Saw.—


Messrs Schelter & Giesecke, of Leipzig, have devised and brought out a handsaw for cutting rules and wooden furniture, which ought to come into general use. The diagram which the firm have sent us is so clear as to need very little explanation. It bears out the claim of the inventors, that it will enable reglet of all kinds to be cut with a degree of accuracy and speed hitherto unattainable except with the aid of costly machinery. The gauge being adjusted, the reglet is immovably fixed by the lever operated by the left hand, while the saw, as may be seen in the engraving, is so adjusted as to work with absolute accuracy, both horizontally and vertically. It is applicable to rule and furniture, not only of wood, but of type-metal and brass.




[image: ]






Consecutive Numbering Apparatus.—


Messrs Schelter and Giesecke, of Leipzig, send us blocks illustrating the most recent form of numbering-machine, the special feature of which is,


[image: ]
worked on an ordinary press, either alone, or with ordinary type-matter. The apparatus is adapted only to consecutive numbering, the figure changing automatically with each impression. It is one of the cheapest machines in the market, but at least three would be required in a job-office. The cut at the head of this paragraph shows three of the machines arranged for a triplicate job, and locked up ready for working. The apparatus is an American invention, and is known in the United States as the « Wetter. » Of its practical value we are not able to speak from personal knowledge; but we certainly like the idea. The American manufacturer says: « Be careful and do not lock too tightly; always try the plunger before commencing, and see that the wheels move freely; keep the machine clean by the free use of benzine; and no difficulty will be experienced. » The machine is fitted either with large figures (Style D) or small (Style B), as shown above.
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Mr Alton B. Carty writes to the 
Inland Printer:—I tried filling up the depressions with sawdust and glue, beeswax, &c, but the result was not satisfactory. Determined to conquer the difficulty, I mixed some warm glue with Spanish whiting, and after cleaning out the depressions—in some instances deepening them to give the preparation a better hold—I plastered the defects over while warm, thoroughly filling all depressions, not being careful to get a smooth surface. After it became hard, I filed it down close to the letter, and then treated it to a good rubbing with an oilstone, using oil, and the result was a polished surface as good as the wood itself, if not superior, the printing showing no defects whatever.
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Messrs Schelter & Giesecke, of Leipzig, have devised and brought out a handsaw for cutting rules and wooden furniture, which ought to come into general use. The diagram which the firm have sent us is so clear as to need very little explanation. It bears out the claim of the inventors, that it will enable reglet of all kinds to be cut with a degree of accuracy and speed hitherto unattainable except with the aid of costly machinery. The gauge being adjusted, the reglet is immovably fixed by the lever operated by the left hand, while the saw, as may be seen in the engraving, is so adjusted as to work with absolute accuracy, both horizontally and vertically. It is applicable to rule and furniture, not only of wood, but of type-metal and brass.
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Consecutive Numbering Apparatus.—


Messrs Schelter and Giesecke, of Leipzig, send us blocks illustrating the most recent form of numbering-machine, the special feature of which is,


[image: ]
worked on an ordinary press, either alone, or with ordinary type-matter. The apparatus is adapted only to consecutive numbering, the figure changing automatically with each impression. It is one of the cheapest machines in the market, but at least three would be required in a job-office. The cut at the head of this paragraph shows three of the machines arranged for a triplicate job, and locked up ready for working. The apparatus is an American invention, and is known in the United States as the « Wetter. » Of its practical value we are not able to speak from personal knowledge; but we certainly like the idea. The American manufacturer says: « Be careful and do not lock too tightly; always try the plunger before commencing, and see that the wheels move freely; keep the machine clean by the free use of benzine; and no difficulty will be experienced. » The machine is fitted either with large figures (Style D) or small (Style B), as shown above.
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"Trades and Labor."



Departing from our usual rule, we this month bring our record down to the 31st inst.—some days later than our nominal date, in order to record the news of the complete collapse of the strike which for the past three months has done so much mischief. We are glad to record that the sturdy good-sense of the Typographical Association has been the chief means of bringing about this result. The cause of the Union leaders has for quite two months been known to be hopeless; but they refused to retire from the unwarrantable position they had taken up until abandoned on all sides by the affiliated bodies.


The conference arranged by Parliament was held in Wellington. Most of the employers held aloof, having no quarrel with their men. The Union Steamship Company was represented by the Hon G. McLean. The Maritime Council presented a « basis of settlement » or ultimatum, the essential clauses being: « 4. That all persons dismissed or called out be reinstated. 5. That in future none but union men be employed where the rules of any union provide for this, except under exceptional circumstances to be hereafter agreed on. » Mr. McLean replied that the Company had pledged themselves to retain the men at present in their employ, and they would not throw them over; nor would they compel the men to join the unions or leave the ships. Mr Millar said that unionists would never consent to work with nonunion labor, and the day would never come when he would sign any deed to the effect that « his men » should sail with non-unionists. He would leave the country first. The men might go back to the ships; but they would never do so with his consent. So the matter ended, as far as the conference was concerned.


On the 18th October, the Wellington branch of the Typographical Association held a largely-attended and very lively meeting to discuss certain requests of the Maritime Council. These were: (1) For an affirmative opinion as to the desirableness of men refusing to work with non-unionists. The opinion of the meeting was that at present the unions were powerless to prevent working with non-union men, and that, although as an association it affirmed the principle, any definite action in the matter should be left till a more favorable opportunity. (2) That a levy of ten per cent. be made on all the earnings of members of the Association in aid of the strike.—A warm discussion ended in a decision, by a large majority, not to agree to the demand. (3) That it is desirable to form a National Trades and Labor and Maritime Council.—This question was shelved. The chief debate took place on the motion (considered under question 2) « That, after Saturday, the 28th inst., no more assistance be given to the Strike Fund by the Association, but that as soon after that date as possible a meeting be called to consider what steps the printers of Wellington could take to alleviate the distress in Wellington caused by the irresponsible and unwarrantable action of those who caused the present strike. » There was a very warm discussion on this proposal. Mr D. P. Fisher made a strong appeal to the meeting for aid, and to carry on the struggle to « the bitter-end. » He drew harrowing pictures of the distress caused by the strike or involved in it. On the other hand, several members blamed Mr Fisher and his colleagues for causing the distress, and urged the futility of assisting to maintain such a state of things. There was an attempt at « stonewalling, » which was stopped by the « closure. » Finally the motion was carried on a division.


Other trade unions, apparently only waiting for some one to take the initiative, began to renounce their allegiance to the Maritime Council. The Board of the Dunedin Branch of the N.Z.T.A., on the 23rd inst., resolved: « That the Board has no sympathy with the resolutions recently passed by the Wellington Branch in reference to the present position of unionism, believing the said resolutions do not express the opinions of the majority of the members of the New Zealand Typographical Association. » The minority of the Wellington members also felt very strongly on the subject, and complained that the meeting of the 18th was not a sufficiently representative one. The result was, that a week later, a larger and still livelier meeting (to which, by unanimous vote, press reporters were admitted) was held. About one hundred members attended; Mr McGirr, the President, in the chair. The report, as published in the Wellington press, was very interesting, but would fill two pages of our space. Mr T. L. Mills moved, « That it is the opinion of this meeting that the resolution passed on the 18th inst. was carried by a catch-vote which did not represent the majority of the branch; and it is hereby resolved that such resolution be rescinded, and the levy of 2s 6d per week continued until the end of the strike. » Mr Mills met with a good deal of interruption in speaking to the motion, on the alleged ground that he brought in irrelevant matter. Mr D. P. Fisher made a fiery address in support of the motion, and one gentleman (who found no seconder) moved, « That we set Mr Fisher and his satellites at defiance. » Mr Mills's motion was lost on a division by 52 to 35.—Mr D. P. Fisher, the recently-appointed secretary, has since resigned.


At the printer's meeting a list of payments made by the Wellington unions in aid of the strike was read. The total amount was £874 5s, the printers heading the list with £70 18s.


On the 22nd instant the unionist bookbinders at Whitcombe and Tombs', who went out on strike eight weeks before, applied individually to be reinstated. All the hands required were engaged unconditionally, and started work on the following morning. A number of vacancies had, however, been permanently filled.


On the 30th instant the wharf laborers, seamen, and miners all received instructions to resume work. As showing the blind manner in which the men had followed their leaders, it is reported that some of the miners were astonished to find their places filled! The employers at various ports held conferences with unionist representatives, but refused to recognize Mr Millar or the Maritime Council. The strike is over, and telegrams show that it is over in the Australian colonies as well.


The 28th October was celebrated by the unions in the chief cities as « labor day. » The day had been proclaimed by the Government as a holiday, at the instance of the Maritime Council, before the late troubles; but there was a great want of heartiness in the celebration. The fact that the day itself was notable only as the anniversary of the Maritime Council, which has wrought so much mischief both to masters and employés, seriously prejudiced the success of the demonstration. The strikers were in considerable force, but the near-impending collapse of the movement prevented any display of enthusiasm. In Wellington, the movement was redeemed from failure by being avowedly in honor of the eight-hours movement, and being made the occasion of a public tribute to Mr Samuel Duncan Parnell, the venerable father of the system. We hope that the « Labor Day » will be an annual institution; but the date will have to be altered. Neither masters nor workmen hereafter will regard the so-called Maritime Council with feelings other than those of contempt, and to publicly celebrate the anniversary of a dead and discredited institution would be an act of folly.


Auckland wisely declined to celebrate the 28th as « Labor Day, » and is preparing for a grand eight-hours' demonstration on the 9th November.


The proprietor of an old-established business in Wellington was somewhat surprised at receiving a peremptory letter from the secretary of a local union telling him that he was not paying his men union wages (£2 5s) weekly, and that unless he did so they would be forthwith called out. He called his men into the office, and said he would not have made any change had it not been demanded; but as he did not wish to quarrel with the union he would submit and henceforth pay union wages. The faces of the men (to whom this meant a reduction of from 5s to 15s a week) visibly lengthened. What they said to the secretary at their next meeting is not recorded.


The strike is not without its humorous side, and numerous jokes (some rather apocryphal) at the expense of the free laborers are current. An ex-gumdigger, who had shipped as fireman on board the 
Manapouri, kept coming up now and again from the stokehole to examine a steam-gauge on the upper deck, which he was observed by the engineer to gaze upon anxiously. At last the officer asked him— politely, of course—what he meant. « Oh, » said the new hand, « I want to know when it will be knock-off time, but hang me if I can understand these blessed sea-clocks!»


In Australia matters have been much more serious than in New Zealand. A private railway in New South Wales was torn up, and telegraph lines cut, and one of the finest shearing stations, that of Haddenrig, was set on fire on account of free labor having been employed; four thousand sheep were burnt alive, and damage done to the extent of £13,000. Before these particular acts of violence had been committed (on the 15th October) Sir Henry Parkes, in a Ministerial statement, said that the colony had already lost more material wealth than if an enemy had been at its gates. The strike had now assumed the form of open enmity to the constitutional government of the country. What had taken place was little short of a revolution, and very little more would plunge the country into undisguised war. Some one must be master, and, he significantly added, « the Premier of the Government of the colony will be master. »
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[alleged bribery of the press in Napier]




The Napier 
News funny man says regarding alleged bribery of the press: « I could tell some queer stories about what's been done right here in Napier in the same way if I liked. » Open confession is good; but a half-and-half affair of this kind only arouses curiosity.






Typo: A Monthly Newspaper and Literary Review, Volume 4

Fashions in Typography






Fashions in Typography.



Only two names occur to us, in the whole community of English typographers, whose utterances on the subject of forms and fashions of type would be received with general respect. The two who, from long study and wide knowledge, can thus speak with authority, are Mr Theodore DeVinne of New York, and Mr Talbot Baines Reed, of the English typefounding firm of Sir Charles Reed and Sons. Mr DeVinne's little book on Historic Printing Types we have already reviewed, and also Mr Reed's History of the Old English Letter Foundries—a work which admirably fills a hitherto vacant place in the literature of the Craft. On the 16th April last, Mr Reed read before the Society of Arts a paper on « Old and New Fashions in Typography. » The paper occupies nine pages of the Journal of the Society, and the brief report of the debate that followed fills three more, and the whole discussion is of the most interesting and instructive character. The purpose of the paper, as defined by Mr Reed, was « to take a brief historical survey of the changes through which the Roman letter has passed in the hands of various artists, and of those forms of it which at different times have competed for the distinction of realizing the perfect model. »


Fancy types were excluded, as outside of the scope of his paper, though incidentally he expressed some very pronounced views on the subject. « Till the beginning of the present century such a thing as ornamental type was unknown. Who was the delinquent to whom first occurred the idea of decorating the ordinary form of the alphabet it would be hard to say. » From the tentative and horribly ugly attempts of the early designers of fancy types Mr Reed passed on to those of the present day. « Herod is out-heroded every week in some new fancy which calls itself a letter, and which, in response to a voracious demand, pours in to our market either from native foundries or from the more versatile and supple contortionists of America and Germany. I do not deny that many of our modern fancy letters are graceful, that some are in good taste, that some have a certain beauty; nor am I bold enough to suggest that at this time of day they can be dispensed with. But I admit to some misgivings at the length to which the craze is carrying us, and the almost total abandonment of traditional models which it involves. »


Regarding the plain or standard faces, he says: « The perfect model of a letter is altogether imaginary and arbitrary…. The man who sets himself to make an alphabet has no copy but that left him by former artists…. His eye must furnish the criterion. If the work of those that have gone before satisfies that criterion, he copies it. If it comes short, he corrects it. What, then, is this criterion? It consists, I venture to think, primarily in the legibility of the character, and secondly in its beauty. »


On the important subject of legibility, Mr Reed mentioned the numerous speculations and theories on the subject. He referred to Geoffry Tory's system of proportioning the letters to measurements of the human body and visage. In one of our earlier numbers we wrote of a German printer's scheme of displaying title-pages on a similar plan, and expressed our opinion that there was a good groundwork of common-sense in the idea. Mr Reed bears similar testimony. « Fantastic as the theory was, » he says, « Tory's rules, in the master-hands of his disciple Garamond, produced one of the finest models of type in all Europe. »


Mr Reed does not go so far into the primitive forms as we should have liked. He certainly refers to the typical I as a perpendicular, and the O as a circle; but for illustration of typical forms, he threw upon the screen the old-style roman letters forming the word Manly


[image: ]
The forms of letters can only be properly compared and studied by going back to the elementary or sanserif type. There we find, that with all the excrescent developments that disguise the typical forms, there has all through been a wonderful conservatism. It is an astonishing fact, that the European alphabets to-day contain some of the identical forms, in some cases representing the same sound and occupying the same position in the alphabet, as the characters on the Moabite Stone, 2,800 years old—the most ancient alphabetical inscription known. We may instance the A, which differs only from our own in being laid sidewise instead of upright—and even in the primitive form it survives, somewhat disguised, in our 
a.


Mr Reed deals at some length with the views of Dr Javal, a French oculist, who has laid down a scheme of rules as regards the legibility of type. Mr Reed at once puts his finger on the weak point of the learned doctor's theories. « Dealing with each letter separately, he practically destroys the harmony which at the present time—to lay minds at least—is a main element in the legibility of type, and corrects the alphabet into a form which would try the eyes and temper of readers as much, if not more, than it does in its present unregenerate state. » Exactly the same criticism applies to the alphabet devised by M. Motteroz—a French printer who has decided views as to what the ideal type should be, and has had founts cut accordingly. To the ordinary eye, they are distorted and repellant. The consideration that legibility is determined by 
grouping and not by individual forms, is commonly overlooked, and its neglect has led to endless mistakes. Mr Reed deserves all credit for giving it its due prominence. Legibility is so little a matter of the letters individually considered, that, with identical characters, one language may be far less legible than another. We have noticed this in Maori. Set with ordinary lowercase, it is more legible than English; but we have found lines of capitals much more difficult to read. The absence of certain curved letters—B, C, D, G, and S—causes a monotony of form, and a word like 
kihikihi is not readily legible, though the individual letters are plain enough. So with the Russian, which, though the alphabet was devised by learned men, and consists chiefly of familiar Roman and Greek forms—some reversed—is far less legible than the much-abused German character. In fact, notwithstanding the too great similarity of certain Gothic forms, the German is nearly as easy to read as the Roman, for the difficulty applies chiefly to the letters taken singly, not as grouped in actual use. Russian, on the other hand, runs on perpendicular forms, often to the exclusion of round and sloping lines, and one meets with long words where all the strokes are as much alike as the pickets of a fence, and it becomes necessary to spell out letter by letter.


Mr Reed is enthusiastic in his admiration of the Caslon types. We can endorse all that can be said as to the genius of the man, who with such models as he had—and, compared with the refined appliances of our own day, such imperfect tools—produced more perfect, symmetrical, and harmonious forms than had before been seen. Caslon was probably the greatest artist in type that the world has known. He must have possessed a precision of hand and eye that has never been surpassed. We grant that the founts of the transition period, when the modern Roman first supplanted the old, were coarse, inartistic, and far inferior—but we hold that neither the Caslon letter, nor any recent « old-style, » is a fitting character for the books of to-day. It certainly has a characteristic style of its own, which in an age when sham archaisms are the fashion, gives it a place in the job-department among the fancy founts. As much may be said for the lately-revived « Caxton. » The old-style italic, though ugly, has a freedom and piquancy of its own, which places it in a position intermediate between the script and the modern italic, and suits it 

better for certain kinds of work than either; but we maintain that the 
modern roman, as cut by the best artists of the day, is the most beautiful letter ever devised, and quite as legible as the old-style. We do not wish to be invidious—any English founder's book will furnish an example—but we might instance Caslon's long-primer No. 23, brought out in 1882, and Miller & Richard's long-primer No. 17, an earlier style, as combining the maximum both of beauty and legibility. We use the term English specimen books advisedly, for neither continental nor American founders equal the English houses in regard to body-letter. In this branch Great Britain maintains the supremacy against all rivals. One of the faces we name we have used in bookwork for nearly twenty years, with ever-increasing appreciation—the other we know only in the specimen book.


We may yet return to Mr Reed's valuable paper, and may have something to say on the discussion that followed. There are many more interesting points than we can discuss in one article. In conclusion, Mr Reed said: « I take it as a hopeful sign that the æsthetics of typography are at the present time being studied by men of artistic taste and authority. The result cannot fail to be of benefit. » If Mr Reed means the professional artists, we join issue with him. Look at the « letters » on the covers of the popular American magazines! They outrage every canon of harmony and proportion. In high-class bank-note and stamp engraving, in which the Americans are acknowledged to lead, the « artist » never does the lettering. There is, as a rule, no man who writes so execrable a « fist, » or so cruelly caricatures the familiar letters of the alphabet. If he can disentomb some particularly cramped penmanship from a fourteenth-century manuscript, he is in his glory. It is to the « æsthete » that we owe the « craze » and « the abandonment of traditional models » deplored by Mr Reed in the opening portion of his paper. When Caslon was bringing out his long primer No. 23, he did not submit the proofs to Mr Whistler or to Mr Walter Crane, in which case we might perhaps have had something nearly as wild as the American « Mikado. » The gentlemen he consulted were Mr John Bellows and the late Mr William Blades. The result was a type unsurpassed in beauty and symmetry—a thing of beauty and a joy—if not for ever, so long as our present alphabet holds its ground.


We have had placed in our hands a long and interesting paper on the « Classification of Workmen and Apprentices, » written by Mr Chatwin, sen. (of Lyon & Blair, Wellington), a practical printer of many years' experience, for the Wellington Branch of the N.Z.T.A., and which has been under the consideration of that body. We intend to publish it in full at an early date, that the Craft as a whole may have the benefit of the suggestions it contains; and we hope it will give rise to much discussion. We shall be happy to afford reasonable space for the consideration of the subject, which is of the highest importance. Everything points to the probability of a reorganization of the Typographical Association on new lines; and possibly practical effect may be then given to a scheme something in the nature of that suggested by Mr Chatwin.


We are preparing an extra-size issue for December, to close our fourth volume, and ask the support and assistance of our friends to greatly extend our subscription-list for 1891. Our roll of subscribers in New Zealand could easily be doubled or trebled, and in Australia could be multiplied tenfold. While the regular technical articles and news items will appear in the December number, the literary portion will be extended. « The Quoin Drawer » will be again opened, and suitable contributions are invited. There will also be an original story: « The Confessions of a Book-Fiend. »
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[trade dispatches]




The last San Francisco mail brought us specimens of several new type faces, but so few that we hold over our usual review.


The latest development of German founders' enterprise is to cast all job-letters to the American point standard for the English and American markets. We imagine, however, that this would be impossible in the case of combination borders cut to the German standard. We may yet see the 
English inch the world's type standard! The reform is now within measurable distance. Continental founders must recognize that the Didot point has no practical relation to the metric system; and, as we have long since shown at length, the decimal system of subdivision is not appropriate in type gradations.


The 
Picturesque Atlas still occupies the courts, and the hapless subscribers generally get the worst of it. A Melbourne man named C. C. Bentley appealed against a judgment in favor of the company on the ground that the plaintiffs had broken the contract by not delivering the work according to promise. The full court decided against him, and awarded the company one hundred guineas costs. Apart from his own legal expenses (which must be heavy), Mr Bentley has therefore paid £115 10s for his book. It is probable, however, that, as it was a test case, other subscribers have contributed part of the money. A New Zealand subscription work, the « Early History of New Zealand, » is now giving rise to similar trouble. In Christchurch the agent took out a hundred summonses against subscribers who refused to accept delivery. One defendant pleaded that he had cancelled the order, but the magistrate held that this could not be done.


We greatly regret to record the complete destruction by fire of the old Government Printing Office, Wellington. The building was occupied by the lithographic department, and also used as a storeroom for stationery and printed works. The fire broke out very mysteriously at 1.45 a.m. on the 8th October, and rapidly spread through the whole building. A few books and papers were saved, but the whole lithographic plant was destroyed. There were about 1500 stones, some with as much as eighteen months' work upon them. The loss of much of this work is irreparable. All the valuable cameras in the photo-lithographic department are destroyed; but the large new lens (referred to in the report of the department—vide 
Typo, p. 93 of this volume) was found uninjured in the iron safe after the fire. There was a night-watchman employed on the premises, and the establishment was well provided with fire-hoses, but the watchman—when he discovered the fire—could not get to them, and in fact had no little difficulty in getting out of the building. The printing department loses:—Printing paper, £700; millboards and binding material, £75; printed stationery, £350; Ancient History of the Maori (2000 volumes), £875; parchment forms, £175; statute and other books, £1300; machinery, £300. The Survey Department lost two steam printing presses, gas-engine, stone-grinding machine, six hand-presses and one large press, besides litho. stones and photo, apparatus already mentioned. The total damage is estimated at £8000, apart from records and other property which cannot be assessed in money value. There was no insurance. An inquiry was held, but no light whatever was thrown on the origin of the fire.


A remarkable press prosecution took place early this month. A case of alleged « land-dummyism » at Woodville had been the subject of investigation by a parliamentary committee, and proceedings in the Supreme Court followed. Much interest was taken in the affair at Woodville, and the editor of the 
Examiner announced his intention of publishing the evidence. Mr Morison, solicitor for one of the parties, wrote to the paper, forbidding the publication, under penalty of legal proceedings. Mr Haggen replied by publishing the report of the evidence—a public document—in full in the 
Examiner of 1st inst. No one expected that the solicitor would carry out his threats, but he did so, ana put Mr Haggen to considerable inconvenience and expense. On the 8th October a Supreme Court writ was served, setting forth that Mr Haggen « be attached and committed to prison or fined for contempt of this Honorable Court for publishing, » &c. The application was for the case to be heard in chambers, but instead of this it was heard in banco before Mr Justice Edwards, and fully reported. The result was only to re-affirm the principle, which everybody (except Mr Morison) appears to be acquainted with, that parliamentary papers are public property, and that their publication is protected by statute law. Mr Morison was pretty well extinguished by the Court. Arguing that the defendant should receive « substantial punishment, » he said, « Mr Haggen acted defiantly. » —His Honor: « Not with the intention of being guilty of contempt of Court. He said, 'I'll let this man see I am not going to be bounced.' » The case was dismissed, and plaintiff ordered to pay Mr Haggen's costs, £10 10s. Mr Haggen deserves credit for upholding the privileges of the press, and refusing to be « bounced. » He was undoubtedly guilty of contempt—of lawyer; but that is not a matter for either fine or imprisonment.
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Literature.



Our remarks about the defects of the publishing system (or want of system) in the colonies are borne out in the case of a volume of poems bearing date 1889, 
The Spirit of the Rangatira, and other Ballads, by Jessie Mackay, a New Zealand author. It is a neat little volume of 112 pages, published by a Melbourne house at a prohibitive price, and quite unknown to most of the New Zealand booksellers. It was not without difficulty that we could procure a copy. The writer, in a modest preface, introduces the verses as « trifles, » and claims « neither depth of reflection nor originality of expression; » yet after taking all shortcomings into account, there are verses in the book worthy of preservation, and that may be taken as a promise of better things to come. The most noticeable and ambitious are the three on native subjects— « The Spirit of the Rangatira, » « Te Wanahu Corner, » and « The Taniwha's Farewell. » The first and the last of these are founded on incidents related in « Old New Zealand, » but considerable liberty has been taken with the narrative. To the first—a tale of Maori necromancy—is prefixed a very prosaic note, in which the manifestations are ascribed to « jugglery, and perhaps ventriloquism. » This matter-of-fact assertion may fairly be questioned. Science has not yet succeeded in pigeon-holing such phenomena, and labelling them with a Greek name; but the easy theory of fraud does not account for all that took place in these old heathen 
séances. As for the ballads themselves, they are a long way above the average of metrical versions of Maori stories. The writer has wisely shunned the « Hiawatha » measure— almost invariably chosen by amateurs for subjects of this kind, and most exasperating to the reader. The following stanzas are from the title poem:






Dark was the shadows; the firelight was dying;



The last flicker played



On still living faces that hushed even sighing;



And in the black shade



Low knelt the Tohunga.



« Come back from Reinga! » he muttered in kneeling;



« Come for an hour:



Speak, if the old human love and the feeling



On spirits have power



In their dwelling immortal. »



Then he spoke in a language that no creature knoweth



But souls of the dead;



And then was no sound but the river that floweth;



The silence was dread,



And fearful the waiting.



Then a voice from the darkness came hollow and wailing



Like wind in the night,



And a cold horror crept, and our faces were paling



In wordless affright



At the bodiless Presence.



« Peace to you, peace to you, ever and ever,



O tribe and O friends!



He who in life shall return to you never



A love-greeting sends



From the land of the spirits. »




The theme is not equally well maintained throughout—in fact these ballads all fall short in power and vigor of expression. In the native names, the accent is often thrown on a wrong syllable; but the rules of accentuation in Maori are such that it is always difficult to introduce native words into English verse. There are three or four pieces in the Scottish dialect, of which « Strath Erran » is perhaps the best—it is homely and pathetic. « The Bairns' Hymn » —in reference to the dying words of Dr. Guthrie—is genuine and tender; but—like all such attempts—somewhat dilutes the idea, and detracts from the simplicity of the words themselves. The least ambitious ballads contain the best work. Take, for example, these stanzas from « Lorelei »:






Only the spirits of purest mould



Can list to the far-off harmonies,



And the mystery of the strains unfold



Of the birds, the wind, and the roll of seas-



Can hear in mortal songs the ring



Of joy and sorrow and love and mirth—



You know not, Lorelei, what you sing;



You are but earthy of the earth.



Light from light eternal springs;



Into the dark shall darkness go;



The pride of the spell and the voice that sings



In the dawn to come shall be mute and low.





« The Land of Might-have-Been » is one of the best-finished pieces in the book, and the idea of the poem is well maintained. It concludes thus:






The low sweet voice was heard again;



« Was man but made for earthly joy?



Are not the pangs of mortal pain



Given to purge the soul's alloy



And doom of error that has been?



"What is is best, though we cannot see



Beyond the mist that wraps us round



Nor pierce the haze to watch the free



And lofty mountains, snowy-crowned,



That skirt the land of What-has-Been.



« And so 'tis well whate'er befall,



Though hope is crushed and fate is sealed;



The Lord above, he ruleth all,



Behold his plan of life revealed.



Nor mourn the things that might have been. »





« The Mourners » is the best ballad in the collection. In subject it suggests Whittier's beautiful poem of « The Sisters. » We will not quote further, but would indicate « Nar-kissos, » « The Centenarian, » « In the Temple, » and « The Last Prayer, » as all fine pieces of work, as varied in measure and expression as they are in subject. The author has an ear for melody, a good mastery of the various measures, and judgment in selecting such as harmonize best with her theme. In local subjects she is weakest. The best of these are « The Last Prayer » and « The Temple. » There are too many explanatory notes—if inserted at all, they should form an appendix. Care should be taken that Maori words are correctly printed—slips like 
pah and 
pukaki are a disfigurement. If the writer keeps to serious, as distinguished from over-ambitious work, and cultivates the creative aud reflective powers which she possesses in far greater measure than she takes credit for, she will make her mark on the literature of the Colony. There is not the taste for poetry among colonial readers that we would like to see; but in a more popular form we think that this collection would meet with appreciation. The little book is a welcome addition to our library of New Zealand authors.


A syndicate of wealthy Jews has offered £40,000 for the Vatican copy of the Hebrew Bible. This precious work has long been coveted by the Jews. In 1512 they offered Pope Julius II the weight of the book in pure gold. His Holiness was desperately « hard-up, » and was tempted. He weighed the book, and found it to be 325℔ = +433℔ troy, or at £4 the ounce, = £20,781! He would have taken this handsome sum, but found that he was not at liberty to dispose of the book. The magnificent offer by the Hebrews of 380 years ago has been quite eclipsed by that of their modern representatives. The price offered is four times as great as that ever given for a single book. In 1884 the German Government gave 250,000
f. =£10,000, for the Missal given to Henry VIII by Leo x, along with the parchment conferring on him the title of 
Fidei Defensor. This is the highest figure yet reached.


A contemporary states that Fanny C. Crosby, whose name is to be found in most recent collections of hymns, has already written between four and five thousand, and is under contract to a publishing firm to supply three new ones weekly. If this be true, it is surprising that the results are as good as they are. Most hymn-writers of the past, who have gained reputation, have written one hymn of special excellence and vitality. No matter how prolific they have been, or how little they have written, there has been in almost all cases one composition—generally written under the influence of strong feeling—which stands prominently out from the rest of their work, and by which they are known. Bishop Ken, Thomas Olivers, Bay Palmer, F. R. Havergal, Jane Crewdson, Mrs Waring, and the Rev. H. Twells, may all be instanced as examples. Some of these were prolific writers, others wrote very little; but no one would hesitate as to the one piece of work which will live and be treasured when the rest has passed away. We do not know that Mrs Crosby has written such a piece—if so it has not yet come into use; and we fear that it is not likely to make its appearance under the contract system.—It is stated that Mrs Crosby and her husband have both been blind from their childhood.


We learn from the 
Printers' Register that since Mr. Blades's death, parts 2 to 5 of his « Bibliographical Miscellanies » have been issued, the subject being « Books in Chains, » or ancient chained libraries. From the same authority we gather that he left almost ready for the press the manuscript of a work entitled « The Pentateuch of Printing, » something after the style of « The Enemies of Books. » A number of engravings had been prepared for it previous to his death, and it will probably be issued this year by his executors.


The 
Critic, after an uninterrupted issue extending over 170 years, has come to an end, having been merged in 
Society. It has published nearly five thousand numbers, and among its contributors were Addison, Steele, Smollett, Fielding, Edmund Burke, Goldsmith, Byron, Shelley, Emerson, and Hood. Strange that any publisher should sacrifice an historic name with such splendid associations, for that of a periodical which is of yesterday, and is scarcely known in the world of letters!
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On the 4th inst., a cricket match was played in Wanganui between teams chosen from the companionships of the 
Chronicle and Mr H. I. Jones's establishment on one side, and the 
Herald and Mr A. D. Willis's hands on the other. The result was in favor of the latter by one point, the scores standing at 54 and 53.


At the Resident Magistrate's Court, Christ-church, on the 16th inst, Mr Beetham, 
E. M., fined Messrs Selig & Bird each £50, in default three months imprisonment, for receiving at the office of their paper, the 
Referee, money for investment on the totalisator at the Amberley steeplechase meeting. The magistrate said that the facts showed unmistakably that they had been keeping or running a totalisator on their own account. The language of the judgment was very severe. Defendants gave notice of appeal. Four other informations were withdrawn.
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Among the Parliamentary Papers for the year is the Annual Report of the Printing and Stationery Department, by Mr G. Didsbury, the Government Printer. The following is the text of the Report, to which, in the Paper itself, half-a-dozen tables are appended:











Wellington, 2nd July, 1890.



In submitting my annual report on the department for the year 1889 I have much pleasure in stating that the result of the year's operations shows a marked improvement in many respects over those of previous years. The period covered by the last report included only four months' occupancy of the new premises. A considerable portion of that time was necessarily taken up in removing and re-arranging the plant and machinery, so that barely more than two months of that year may be regarded as the period during which all the inconveniences and drawbacks incident to removal were overcome, and the reorganization of the office accomplished. Now that a complete period under the new order of things is presented for review, the increased productiveness of the department is apparent. The number of orders received last year was 3,336 as compared with 2,292 for the previous year, showing an increase of 1,044; the number of copies printed, 29,404,737 as against 20,940,491; the number of pages, 20,455 as against 17,500; and the total value of work done, £28,758 12s 11d as compared with £24,043 1s 3d of the previous year; showing an increase of £4,715 lis 7d. On reference to the balance-sheet it will be found that this result has been achieved at a less outlay for wages and overtime than that paid during the previous year, the respective amounts for 1888 and 1889 being £16,642 3s 5d as against £16,309 4s 1d, showing a reduction of £332 9s 4d. The working expenses account also comes out very satisfactorily. The items fuel and gas, which cost £551 5s 3d in 1887, and £451 4s 9d in 1888, only cost £168 4s 3d for fuel during the past year, for which latter sum, with the addition of salary of engine-driver (£140), the office is heated, lighted, and the whole of the motive-power for the machinery obtained. The comparison is greatly in favor of the present mode of heating and lighting when the size of the respective buildings—the old and the new—are considered, as it is estimated that fully one-third more heat and light are required in the present premises, while the motive-power needed to drive the additional machinery now in use is also much greater. Again referring to the balance-sheet, it will be found on turning to the profit and loss account, that after making all necessary allowances for interest and depreciation on building and plant, ground-rent, &c, the result shows a profit to the credit of the Colony of £7,240 11s 11d. The number and classification of employés is shown in Table No. 3. The largest staff of hands employed was during the months of June and July, when it reached 163, while in November following the number dropped to 120. The return of work performed by the audit-branch of the department—where all accounts for printing and advertising undergo examination before payment—shows that during the year 3,030 separate accounts were scrutinized, from which deductions were made to the amount of £100 14s 7d—the total amount passed for payment being £8,431 9s 1Od.


The new publications issued during the past year comprise, among others, Vol. xxii of the Transactions of the New Zealand Institute, Vol. vi of White's Ancient History of the Maori, and the New Zealand Law Reports in monthly parts. The following works are now in the press, and will be issued shortly: Part ii of the Manual of Grasses and Forage Plants useful to New Zealand, by T. Mackay; an introductory Class-book of Botany for use in New Zealand schools, by G. M. Thompson, F.L.S.; and the Official Eecord of the Dunedin and South Seas Exhibition.


Having been requested by the Government to take over the control of the Stamp-printing Branch of the Stamp Department, the necessary preparations for doing so are now being made. The printing-plant will be modernised by the introduction of new and efficient machinery for the various operations of printing, gumming, and perforating; and the old hand-presses now in use, which are both slow and costly, will be practically superseded. The present method of production, even with the staff working overtime, barely suffices to keep pace with the demands; but with the new machinery ordered,—comprising one of Napier and Son's double-platen machines, and an American Colts's Armory press,—it is hoped that the output will be largely augmented, and any prospective increase in the demand amply provided for. For gumming and perforating the sheets one of Newsum's gumming machines, and a couple of Blackhall's rotary perforating machines have been ordered; and steam-heated cupboards will be provided for drying the sheets. These improved methods will result in a saving of nearly £400 per annum in expenditure on labor, and obviate the necessity of resorting to overtime to keep up the stocks as at present. A new series of stamps for the use of the Government Insurance Department will shortly be issued, the steel dies for which, are being executed locally. They consist of six denominations—from a halfpenny to one shilling. The two dies already completed are artistically designed and creditably executed. Electrotypes from them are now in course of preparation in this department. A new series of stamps for the Railway Department, to be used for the carriage of newspapers by train, are among the productions issued from this office during the past year.


The number of stereotype plates cast last year was 1,176; of electrotypes, 2,566 (included in which are 5 plates of postage stamps, 240 heads in each). The number of rubber stamps manufactured for Government departments was 294. The railway-ticket printing executed by this branch during the year was as follows: Railway tickets, 2,331,010; season tickets, 10,698; flag-station tickets, 344,500; luggage tickets, 64,000; parcels tickets, 48,950; weighbridge tickets, 18,600.


The number of requisitions received and complied with by the Stationery Office during the year ending the 31st December last was 9,876, or at the rate of 32 per day. The number of separate items in the requisitions was 45,157. The quantity of waste paper shipped was 47¼ tons, representing in value £136 4s 9d. The local paper-mills purchase all waste material of this description.
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« Michael Angelo Correggio Rubens Blomfield » is the crushing name inflicted on an innocent Auckland infant who came into the world on the 12th inst.


There was no issue of the Reefton 
Guardian on the 2nd inst. The whole inner form collapsed as it was being put on the press, and all hands worked from 4 p m. till midnight to get enough pie distributed to furnish type for the issue of the morrow.


The Nenthorn 
Recorder, a goldfields paper, has ceased publication. It held on until Nenthorn itself practically ceased to exist. The goldfield collapsed—not that the gold was not there; but that claims were taken and financed by speculators in shares.


One of the best-known journalists in New Zealand, Mr. Albert Cohen, the Dunedin 
Star special, was married this month, in the Great Synagogue, Sydney, to Miss Minnie Levy. Mr Cohen has received hearty congratulations and expressions of goodwill from his brethren of the press.


Editors sometimes indulge in personal reminiscences. One away north retains a lively recollection of the school at which, with unusual candor, he says, « we had the honor of receiving the maximum amount of caning with the minimum of useful knowledge. »


An Irish reporter in Montreal, Canada, invented and published a story to the effect that Prince George of Wales had been locked up for being concerned in a street brawl. The libel was telegraphed all through the world before a contradiction appeared, and caused grave concern to the English royal family. The imaginative reporter is now the subject of a criminal prosecution.


« One night, » says the 
Artist Printer, « Slug 9 had a take in which the name of Gen. U. S. Grant appeared, and imagine the proofreader's surprise when he saw it in print, 'Gen. United States Grant.' When the proof was given out, Slug 9 yelled: 'Mr S., what did you mark this for? The boss told me to spell out United States every time I saw it!'»


On the 2nd October, at 2 a.m., a fire broke out in Messrs Gibbs, Shallard, & Co's printing warehouse, Sydney. The building was situated in a dense block of premises bounded by Pitt, Castlereagh, King, and Hunter streets, containing some of the finest and most massively built warehouses and business premises in the city. The buildings were all of stone and brick, and from three to five stories in height. The fire speedily assumed enormous dimensions, and though twenty-five brigades were engaged, they were practically powerless, and the fire raged for four hours before it could be got under control. Several firemen were seriously injured by falling walls. The fire is said to have been the most destructive that has occurred in the Australian colonies, the loss being roughly estimated at a million sterling. Messrs Gibbs, Shallard, & Co. had insurances of £19,000 on stock and £13,000 on the building, and estimate their loss at £17,000 more. The origin of the fire is quite unknown, Messrs Gibbs & Shallard have been singularly unfortunate, six fires having occurred in their premises since 1874, the most serious being in 1889, when the damage amounted to £8,000.
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Our Exchanges.



The July 
Inland Printer is an excellent number. It opens with two good practical articles on presswork and stereotyping respectively—the latter, which is illustrated, by Carl Schraub-stadter, jun. A good deal of space is devoted to the proceedings of the sixth annual session of the National Editorial Association, held in Boston. Mr John Bassett contributes a biography, with portrait, of Mr B. R. Alexander, the first technical instructor in London in the art of printing; and Mr Malcolm M'Pherson gives his experiences of printing in the Indian jungle.


The 
Union Printer has an interesting biographical sketch of Mr. Walter Lodia, « the most celebrated printer in the world, » who has « visited every place on the earth where type is set. » (We don't think he has been to New Zealand. He has written to us from Argentine, and kindly sent us papers, but we doubt whether he has yet set foot in the finest country in the world.) We hope to see Mr. Lodia some day. We regret to say that the 
Union Printer publishes Mr. Lodia's portrait. Some of the weekly sketch-portraits in this paper are fairly good; but the majority are anything but flattering to the gentlemen described as « Eminent Members of the Craft. »


The 
Gutenberg Journal again sharply criticises the French postal department for its rigid interpretation of the prohibition of private communications on proof-slips. « Kindly return without delay » must be sent in a separate cover, and pay letter rates. Postal officials are much the same everywhere. It was only last year that the New Zealand authorities (after passing it for eighteen months) interdicted us from printing on the 
Typo postal wrapper the words, « A Monthly Newspaper and Review, » &c.! This we presume, was taken in the nature of a private communication.



Paper and Press for July contains a portrait of Mr. George W. Leach, jun., artist, and a collection of initials and book vignettes designed and drawn by him. They are original in design, and excellent specimens of decorative composition.



Caslon's Circular, No. 54, is the best yet issued. Those who do not keep a file would do well to preserve this number. In addition to specimens of the original Caslon founts, roman and black, it contains the full text of Mr. Talbot Reed's paper on « O1d and New Fashions in Typography. »


In the 
Artist Printer for July, Mr. C. R. Barns, St. Louis, protests against dropping the ordinal form in dates. To write « 3 June, » or « June 3, » instead of « 3rd, » offends him. It « illustrates a barbaric tendency to sacrifice all the idiomatic graces of our magnificent Anglo-Saxon inheritance for the sake of saving time and space, which should be resisted by every lover of good literature. » We think the critic is too particular, and not quite consistent. « A.D. 1890, » according to his theory, is a barbarous mixture of Latin abbreviations and Arabic symbols. Are we to write « Twenty-second of twelfth month, eighteen-hundred-and-nineteenth year of our Lord. »? or, briefly, « 22nd, 12th, 1890th »? Mr. Herbert L. Baker has an article about the awkward English usage in regard to quotations. We shall have something to say on the subject one day. In our own work-we use the Spanish signs—though we don't altogether like them—as preferable to the unsightly turned commas.


The May-June 
Superior Printer starts with « A Valuable Idea, » by Mr. G. W. Bateman. Mr. G. W. B. is a « crank » who advocates the entire abolition of punctuation marks, and his article is set up on that principle. The idea is not quite a new one: we remember when all the New Zealand Statutes were set up on a similar plan. Very few people could understand them when punctuated (as they are now), but no one could make head or tail of them then, and the lawyers had a harvest. Every legal gentlemen had his own private interpretation; the judge differed from them all; and the Court of Appeal could find another reading still. Mr. Bateman, we note, is still conservative enough to space between the words, and divide the matter into paragraphs. He also uses caps in the ordinary fashion. We protest against this concession to popular prejudice. whynotabolishspaces andcapsaswellmrbateman
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Marlborough, Gould, & Co., 52, Old Bailey, London, E.C.—Samples of stationery, and price list of stationery novelties.
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Of 695 patents applied for in New Zealand during 1889, 6 were for printing, 2 for rubber stamps, 1 for stationery, 1 for perforating, and 4 for advertising.


Mr John Farrell, the poet, having resigned the position of editor of the Sydney 
Daily Telegraph, Mr L. J. Brient, late London correspondent of the paper, has taken his place.


The Blenheim Borough Council have passed a new bye-law for the special benefit of the book-fiends. These gentlemen are now classed as « hawkers or pedlars, » and are required to pay a licence-fee of 10s per month.


After an existence of two centuries the publishing house of Rivingtons—the oldest in London—has ceased to exist. Francis Rivington, the last proprietor, retired from business on the 1st July, and the house has been incorporated with that of Longmans.


Mr John Stone, of Messrs Stone and Son, had the pleasure recently of receiving an autograph acknowledgment of a copy of the Otago and Southland Directory sent to the Right Hon. W. E. Gladstone, who wrote:— « I thank you for your obliging gift. Certainly the directory is a most impressive as well as conclusive proof of great and rapid progress at the antipodes.—I remain, dear sir, yours faithful and obediently, W. E. 
Gladstone. June 3/90. »


We have been shown a little book of 24 pages, issued by Fergusson & Mitchell, of Dunedin, and advertising the various branches of work undertaken by that firm. Each page is different in design, and some recent novelties in type are displayed. It is the work of Mr J. Mclndoe, and contains the best tint-printing and some of the best typographical designing that we have seen done in New Zealand. Mr Mclndoe should send a sample of his work to the Specimen Exchange —it is much above the average of the contributions to that collection.


The Manawatu 
Herald takes credit to itself and its staff for turning out the Palmerston electoral roll—containing 2239 names, and occupying 38 quarto pages—in the « ridiculously short time » —one week—allowed by the department. By working long hours the feat was accomplished, and it was smart work for a country office.


A complete edition of the Chicago 
Evening Post was written, set up, and printed the day before the paper was put on the market. The edition consisted of only twenty-five copies, and was got up solely in order that Mr Scott might be assured, before the paper was sent out, that all the machinery of the office, literary and mechanical, was in perfect working order. The cost was about $l,200; but the real No. 1, when it appeared, was perfect.


The original Harpers, of publishing fame, were printers, and their sons and grandsons have learned the craft. Each one of the family that intends entering the firm must learn the trade. He starts as an apprentice, and is not admitted to the firm until he has mastered the craft. He also practises proofreading, and in this manner goes the rounds. There is something suggestive of « the good old times » in this excellent custom, which is worthy of wider adoption.


New York papers announce the death, in his 67th year, of John W. Watson, engraver, a writer of verse, and one of the numerous claimants to the authorship of « Beautiful Snow, » which it is alleged he wrote in 1858. (We have no reference at hand, but have a strong impression that the verses appeared in the 
London Journal before that date.) Messrs Ward, Lock, & Co. recently published an edition of his poems—which are not of a high order of merit—with « Beautiful Snow » in the place of honor.


The Auckland 
Observer, a paper which does not ordinarily exchange with 
Typo, has sent us a batch of marked copies containing articles, &c., in reference to « The war against women » by the N.Z.T.A. in Auckland. The question is a wide one, and requires more room that we can devote to it this month. We will only say at present that we consider that the position of the Australian and Auckland Unions in the matter is a wrong one. It is nonsense to assert that their rules are framed out of any regard or consideration for the women.


The low sandhills on the East Coast abound in remains of the extinct 
moa, and nothing is more common than the discovery of nearly complete skeletons when the sand has been blown away. Lately some unusually large relics were found, the thigh-bones being 14½ in. long and 8½in. in circumference. There is nothing very remarkable in this, nor in the fact that along with the bones were found some hoop-iron, broken bottles, and broken tobacco-pipes. What is amazing, however, is the inference drawn by a West Coast paper that the bird « was alive 
certainly as recently as when Captain Cook anchored in Queen Charlotte's Sound, and 
more probably after the whalers first visited Waikanae, about 1820! » The 
moa has been so long extinct that the very tradition of its existence among the natives is almost lost. They did not even know, until told by the missionaries, that the fossil bones were those of a bird at all; and yet we find newspapers suggesting that it was in existence sixty years ago!
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Obituary.


At Boston, on 10th August, John Boyle O'Reilly, editor of the 
Pilot, aged 46 years.


Mr J. R. Cuttle, for some years editor of the late Dunedin 
Evening Herald, died in Dunedin on the 28th inst.


On 18th July, at Geneva, Miss Lydia Becker, a well-known philanthropist, member of the Manchester School Board, and editor of the 
Woman's Suffrage Journal.


On the 5th July, at Berlin, Mr Heinrich Hagemann, aged 52. Mr Hagemann was the inventor of the matrix-stamping machine, a modification of the mechanical composer, in which types are done away with, and the characters are stamped singly on flong, from which a stereotype cast is afterwards taken.


Miss Marianne North, an accomplished traveller, artist, and botanist, has lately died from the effects of an illness contracted in South America. A few years ago she made a long tour through New Zealand and Australia, painting the local scenery and flora. On her return she presented her fine collection of paintings to the nation, and they are now in the Botanic Picture Gallery, at Kew Gardens.


Mr J. D. Garwood, formerly proprietor of the Akaroa 
Mail, died a few days ago, in his 60th year, leaving a widow and four children. Mr Garwood came out as one of the 
Lyttelton Times printing staff in the 50's; and in 1858 went into business at Akaroa. In conjunction with Mr Herbert Bridge, he purchased the 
Mail from Mr Ivess, and after he had disposed of his interest was a frequent contributor to the paper. He had held the position of Mayor, and was a prominent Freemason.
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Wellington, New Zealand: Published by 
Robert Coupland Harding, and Printed by 
Lyon & 
Blair, at their registered Printing Office, Lambton Quay.—October, 1890.






Typo: A Monthly Newspaper and Literary Review, Volume 4

[advertisements]

Contents


	
[advert]

	
[advert]

	
[advert]

	
[advert]

	
[advert]

	
[advert]




Typo: A Monthly Newspaper and Literary Review, Volume 4

[advert]








[image: Advertisement for Harding's New Zealand Almanac.]







Typo: A Monthly Newspaper and Literary Review, Volume 4

[advert]






[image: Advertisement for Waterston's sealing wax]







Typo: A Monthly Newspaper and Literary Review, Volume 4

[advert]






[image: Advertisement for Eyre & Spottiswoode's bibles and religious supplies]







Typo: A Monthly Newspaper and Literary Review, Volume 4

[advert]








[image: Advertisement for Counter Show Boxes.]







Typo: A Monthly Newspaper and Literary Review, Volume 4

[advert]






[image: Advertisement for the "Empress" Platen printing machine]







Typo: A Monthly Newspaper and Literary Review, Volume 4

[advert]






[image: Advertisement for the "Ipswich" series of Printing Inks and Varnishes]







Typo: A Monthly Newspaper and Literary Review, Volume 4

Typo: A Monthly Newspaper and Literary Review, Volume 4, Issue 47 (29 November 1890)

Contents


	
Design in Typography. Bruce's Shield Combination 

p. 125

	
[miscellaneous paragraphs]

	
Our Correspondents 

p. 126

	
[miscellaneous paragraphs]

	
Recent Specimens 

p. 127

	
[miscellaneous paragraphs]

	
Invention, Processes, and Wrinkles 

p. 128

	
Steno-Telegraphy.— 

p. 128

	
To Stereotype Zinc Etchings.—

	
Old Rollers for Copying-Ink.—

	
Plastic High Stereo Matrices from Paper are thus produced in Germany:—

	
Figure Logotypes.—

	
Improved Plate Printing Press.—

	
Sommer's Overlay Process.—



	
[advert]

	
Early French Printing 

p. 129

	
[miscellaneous paragraphs]

	
[advert]

	
"The Final Goal of Ill." 

p. 130

	
[miscellaneous paragraphs]

	
[advertisements] 

p. 132

	
[advert] 

p. 132

	
[advert]

	
[advert]



	
The Auckland Press 

p. 133

	
[trade dispatches] 

p. 134

	
Literature

	
Our Exchanges 

p. 135

	
Trade Lists and Samples

	
[miscellaneous paragraphs]

	
Obituary 

p. 136

	
[advertisements]

	
[advert]

	
[advert]

	
[advert]

	
[advert]

	
[advert]

	
[advert]

	
[advert]

	
[advert]

	
[advert]

	
[advert]



	
[colophon]




Typo: A Monthly Newspaper and Literary Review, Volume 4

Design in Typography. Bruce's Shield Combination






Design in Typography. 
Bruce's Shield Combination.



XLVII.




Year by year new developments of the Scroll pattern have appeared: and one of the best yet produced was that brought out in 1881 by Bruce of New York, under the title of Combination Border No. 58. In the qualities of artistic design and general usefulness it stands far before any of the other borders in Bruce's book. One of the advantages, and by no means the least, is that it corresponds exactly with a face of double rule, on nonpareil body (No. 334), produced by the same house. With a fount of this rule, graduated to nonpareil, the capacity of the border is indefinitely increased. The foundation of the design is simple enough—the double-rule


[image: ]
aforesaid. For this face of rule was originally provided a single corner, which, though working perfectly with the border, is not included in the fount. the combination comprises 37 characters. The plain pieces and corners are six:


[image: ]


[image: ]
Here we have to note certain defects of detail. First, there is no justifying-piece shorter than pica. This deficiency can be supplied by the use of the corresponding brass-rule; but there should have been in the metal a nonpareil and a nonpareil-and-half piece, as justifiers. Then it has no proper corner on its own body. The character


[image: ]
being economically designed to act both as inner and outer corner, is not fitted for either; and breaks the pattern and mars the design wherever it is used. There should have been proper inner and outer corners, and this character could then have been dispensed with. We do not forget that that the square corner


[image: ]
is in most cases available as an outer corner; but as it is on a full pica body, without a mortise, no type can be brought right up into the angle. Of the three corners on pica, there is one inner (thick line inwards), and one outer. There are also four fancy corners. The


[image: ]
minute point at the angle of the first of these, intended as a corner to the fine inner line, is very fragile, and liable to be broken off even before the fount reaches the printer. This pair of useful and


[image: ]
original pieces deserves special notice. Their purpose is to reverse the border, bringing the heavy line inside from outside, and 
vice versâ, and this is neatly and ingeniously done. The next division is the


[image: ]
centre-ornaments, of which there are three; then the ornamental scrolls, which are used in pairs, one each side of a centre-piece.




[image: ]


Two of this class, not being provided with opposites, cannot be used symmetrically. This is a disadvantage. The smaller one especially


[image: ]
should have a fellow. The larger may be used as a centre. Four pairs of this class are designed with the further purpose of carrying


[image: ]
the pattern up or down. There remain now only one pair of terminal


[image: ]
pieces, and two pretty and graceful external ornaments. The latter are of general utility, and are good accessories to almost any combinations from the same house. The discrepancy of standard between Bruce's and all other picas prevents his designs from being satisfactorily used with outside combinations. Had these two characters been supplemented with suitable corners, they would have made neat and useful borders, quite independently of the general design.


The ornamental tablet at the head of this page shows the effect of the combination in actual use. One hint may be given to the compositor in using this design—not to put too many scrolls together. Except in a very large page, from eight to twenty-four ornamental pieces are as many as can be used without spoiling the effect: Four corners; four centres; and if the page admits of it, a supplementary scroll each side of corners or centres, or both.
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A small country newspaper, containing twenty-eight columns, of which twenty are occupied with unmistakable dummy ads, contains an item referring to 
The Times as « that all but moribund journal. »


Mayence and Haarlem have hitherto had the dispute to themselves as to which city was the birthplace of the Divine Art. A new claimant has now appeared, and henceforth we may expect the duel to become triangular, between Germany, Holland, and France. Avignon—hitherto ranked about sixtieth in the list of cities where printing was practised, is now asserting her claim as the first. For details we refer our readers to the able and interesting article, under the initials of Mr Reed, in the 
Printers' Register, the greater part of which we quote in our present issue.


Mr Ironside, in the 
N. Z. Methodist, writes thus of the first Maori Testament: « It was only a year before my arrival [this is not quite accurate—the book was printed in 1837] that the New Testament translation had been completed. It was printed at the Church Mission Press, Paihia, Bay of Islands. Our Society purchased 1000 copies for the present pressing needs of our people. These volumes were really more precious than gold. A fortunate possessor of a copy would sooner have parted with his life than with that book. » —We are happy to possess a copy of this interesting book—a parting gift on our leaving Napier, from the Rev W. Colenso, by whom it was printed. It is worth not much less than its weight in gold. Not only is it coveted by collectors as the first and rarest of all the old books printed in the colony; but old Maoris would give almost anything for a copy. An old chief lately offered £20, or freehold land of still greater value, for a copy of the book.
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Our Correspondents



Auckland,
 25 November, 1889.




Your correspondent, having been « out of sorts » lately, has not troubled much with pen or paper. For the past few weeks there has not been much to record, with one exception—the great Eight-hours' Demonstration on the 10th inst., and that certainly was a grand success Nearly every printing office in the city has adopted the eight-hours' movement, and the Auckland Branch of the Typographical Association made an excellent display in the procession. The leading trolly was drawn by four greys; the two leaders ridden by a couple of postillions, bearing on their heads tall hats made of newspapers. Under the canopy were men busily employed at various machines, not forgetting the serviceable old hand-press. At the rear of the van was the indispensable P.D.—rigged out in black, with horns and tail. The 
Herald office made a fine display. They exhibited the device of a globe surmounted by a Columbian press, and the motto 
Tempora mutantur nos et mutamur in illis. Workmen were engaged in printing off various sheets, one being the history of the Auckland press, another a reduced 
fac-simile of the front page of the paper. Bookbinding and litho apparatus were also represented. Next came the trolly of the 
Star, nicely decorated. Specimens of the numerous publications of the office were displayed. Men were at work at the machines, and boys were printing off handbills containing the following verses, composed for the occasion by Mr. W. R. Wills, of Otahuhu:






Come one, come all, come comrades true,



Be friends and brothers for all time;



Come help us celebrate in joy



This harbinger of days sublime.



When Labor in this smiling land



Shall sit enthron'd by peaceful bow'rs,



And Recreation be the right



To crown with joy the toiler's hours.



All recognize the sterling claim—



The honest toiler's just demand,



The right to labor—pleasure-rest—



And live—a monarch in the land.



Eight hours of honest manly toil.



Eight hours of sport or growth of mind,



Eight hours of needful balmy rest—



The right divine of all mankind.



Start now the games, let Pleasure rule,



And Love and Laughter hand in hand



Make us as children free from school,



And joyous in a smiling land.



And as we roam the pleasant meads,



Or run the well-appointed race,



We'll aye forget the days of wrong,



And welcome in the dawn of grace.



Then men shall be, as Scotia's bard



Hath sung upon his golden strings,



As one in bonds of true accord—



A noble band of working kings.



For brighter days are near at hand,



Untrammelled by a despot's rod;



Then man to man shall nobly stand,



True workers in the halls of God.




The Auckland Typographical Association are now getting their rules into circulation, and they hope by the New Year to have them in force in almost every office in the city.


I notice some new arrivals here, who have come in search of a sit, but without success so far. Mr. Alf. Tibbutt returned about the beginning of the month from Sydney, having been just twelve months away, and was fortunate in securing his old place in the 
Herald job-room. Mr. Frank Armiger arrived from Wellington a week ago. Mr. Hoare, one of the hands thrown out by the strike at Whitcombe and Tombs's, has also come up here. The electoral rolls, while they were in hand, absorbed all our surplus labor, and for a time, not a hand could be got; but the inevitable reaction followed. There are, however, signs of better times ahead for the comps.


We have still another paper—the 
Tribune—brought out in the supposed interests of the labor party. I am afraid that its career will be a very brief one.
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Paper and Press criticises the vanity of American « society. » In a democratic country, the use of crests is a little out of place, but they are used in profusion by people of unknown pedigree, and in such a manner as to betray ludicrous ignorance of all rules of heraldry. The barest resemblance in name to that of a titled English family is made the pretext for annexing the crest and escutcheon; but even this excuse is sometimes wanting. One family sports the arms of the English royal family, and a lady of fashion has adopted the American flag as her device.


The snobbish practice—to which both the press and clergy have been addicted—of referring to colonial bishops as « his lordship » has had its death-blow. At the late Synod in Christchurch one of the members had the courage to move that the word « Lord » before the words « Bishop of Christchurch, » in a motion under consideration be deleted. There were almost as many « noes » as « ayes, » but Bishop Julius, who was presiding, said « It's utterly wrong, you know, » and the question being again put the objectionable title was struck out. The President deserves credit as the first bishop in the colony to protest against being addressed by a title to which he has no claim.


A correspondent writes:—The first three branches of grammar are taught in the public schools, but a knowledge, or at least a sense, for prosody is supposed to come by nature. And so it should, and would, if a fair proportion of the school-time were devoted to reading in class, for the selections of poetry in the reading-books, though including very much second-rate versification, are at least sufficiently extensive. But if the A B C of scansion were commonly taught, a compositor would not be likely to break up a quotation in the following fashion, which is as it appeared at the end of a speech of Mr Jellicoe's in all the Wellington newspapers:—






Let all the ends thou aim'st at



Be thy country's, thy God's, and truth.





Our American exchanges record the death, in Boston, of John Boyle O'Reilly, author, poet, and editor. He had been suffering from insomnia, and had resorted to chloral, with fatal results. His life has been an eventful one. He was brought up as a printer, and became also an expert shorthand writer. In 1863 he was a prominent Fenian, and, the better to carry out the designs of the society, enlisted in the Prince of Wales's Own Dragoons, and seduously « missioned » the regiment. Being detected, he was sentenced to be shot as a traitor; but the British Government, with a humanity no other State would have shown, commuted the penalty to penal servitude for life, and afterwards further commuted it to twenty years. He was transported to Australia, where, in 1869, a priest contrived his escape to America. In Boston he obtained a situation on the 
Pilot, the organ of the Irish section, and in 1874 became part proprietor. He published several volumes of poems, and is described as « the greatest leader and most brilliant mind among the Irish race in America. »


The following brief history of the Auckland Typographical Society, from the 
Star, will be of interest to the Craft: After several futile attempts to establish some useful combination amongst those employed in the printing trade, the present Auckland Typographical Society was formed in September, 1872, by the companionships of three papers, the 
Southern Cross, New Zealand Herald, and 
Evening News. The first president elected was Mr R. Whelan, and the first secretary was Mr R. P. Martin. For the first three years of its existence the Typographical Society had a rather lifeless career, and the first thing that aroused members to a state of greater activity was the introduction into the trade of female compositors. At a meeting held at the Clanricarde Hotel in 1875, a resolution was passed protesting against the innovation, and efforts were made to oppose it, but without success. In the same year another dispute took place owing to what was alleged to be the low rate of pay at the 
Echo office, and members of the society employed there were out on strike for some weeks until an understanding was arrived at with the proprietors. In 1878 the Society became a branch of the New Zealand Typographical Association, the headquarters of which are at Wellington, and for several years it was successfully carried on with various changes of officers. On the 17th October, 1887, the whole of the books and documents belonging to the Society, with the exception of the annual reports, were destroyed by a fire which occurred at the residence of Mr Hocking, the then secretary. A new set of books were promptly obtained, and a fresh start made, ever since which the Society has made very substantial progress. In June of the present year it was deemed desirable to secede from the New Zealand Executive owing to its cumbersome machinery, and to reform the Society, including all branches of the trade. This was accordingly done, and the present Society embraces not only compositors, but also machinists, lithographers, stereotypers, bookbinders, paper-rulers, &c. A new set of rules were framed, and many concessions were obtained from employers, the most important of which was the adoption of eight hours as a day's work, and the regulation of female labor. The officers of the Society acknowledged having met with the utmost courtesy at the hands of the employers, with one or two isolated exceptions. The Typographical Society has 130 members, and its officers are Mr R. B. Nesbitt (president), and Mr F. Christmas (secretary and treasurer). During the maritime strike the Typographical Society contributed no less than £130 in levies towards the strike fund.
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We have to thank Messrs Farmer, Little, and Co., of Beekman-street, New York, for a quarto book of « Supplementary Specimens in Roman, Old Style, and Job Faces, containing all additions to the large specimen-book. » All the new faces it contains have been noted and described by us from month to month. The last page contains, printed in blue, some very pretty specimens of new geometrical tint-grounds, Nos. 31-38, which are supplied either on brass or metal, any size required. We would much like to have the « large » specimen-book —we have more than once wished to be able to make reference to it in our articles on « Design. » For instance, we believe that this firm was the first to bring out a series of illustrated initials, and open initial ornaments, of the style which has lately come so much into vogue; but the sole ground for that impression is our recollection of a supplement in an early volume of the London 
Printers' Register.— This month's mail brings us a pretty little miniature specimen-book, in which the latest styles are displayed, each with a page to itself, and embodying a pun on the name of the letter, as, for example:— « Like all benefactors of the human race, 
Franklin Extended to all nations the rights won for his own. » The only face that we have not already noted is « Ascot, » an eccentric old-style which a few years ago would have been regarded as a wild creation, but which, compared with some recent Americanisms, is a model of plainness and decorum.


A very pretty little cloth-bound volume comes to us from the Cleveland Foundry, Ohio. It is not the first that we have had from this house, though it is the best, and with most of the lines shown in the book we are familiar. Such as have come out during the past four years we have noted from time to time in this column. The book begins with modern and old-style romans and German founts, and runs through all varieties of plain and fancy job-type, borders, brass-rule, and cuts, finishing up with an illustrated catalogue of printing-office requisites.


We have a neat pocket specimen-book of the late designs of the Boston and Central Typefoundries, nearly all of which, and all the latest, have been noted by us as they appeared.


Marder, Luse, and Co. show a good roman (No. 18), nonpareil, minion, and brevier, clear and solid face, very suitable for newspaper work; also a light-faced bold roman of old-fashioned cut, called « Caxton 01d-style. » No size smaller than pica is shown, and the letter is suggestive of Benton, Waldo, and Co.'s « self-spacing » old style, particularly in the italic, which has horizontal serifs, and is just the roman sloped. « Mansfield » is an eccentric of almost uniform thickness, like, and yet unlike, the « Art Gothic. » It is in five sizes, 12 to 48; it has certain peculiarities of its own, and is capable of effective use; but we think that there should be already enough of this description of letter to satisfy the most exacting printer. « Marine, » in six sizes (12 to 60), is a kind of « Mother Hubbard, » with lower-case. A legible, though somewhat crooked style. Only specimen lines can give true ideas of the characteristic quality of designs in which there is any real novelty.


« Caxton Old-style » is a body-fount shown on 12-point body in the 
Printers' Album. The name is of course quite arbitrary, as it bears no resemblance to anything Caxton ever printed. It has the old-style features exaggerated, something like the « Ronaldson, » full in face and wide in set, and has a peculiarity in the form of the cap M, the central point of which comes only half down the letter. The W, which might be expected to correspond, is of the usual form.


The Boston Typefoundry shows « Façade Condensed. » It is an extra-thin variety of a face that has met with much favor; and the series is very complete, ten sizes being shown, on bodies ranging from 10 to 60.


« Columbia, » by the Union Typefoundry, Chicago, is a high-waisted rough sans, possessing no novel character of its own, being merely the « Foster Gothic » somewhat condensed. It is in four sizes, 12 to 39. The same foundry shows a « Fringe » Border, on 24-point. There are two characters, running-piece and corner, both square. It is roughly-cut, and a disagreeable white where the pieces come together marks it off in squares.


The Dickinson Foundry shows « Algonquin, » and « Algonquin Shaded. » The first is a very heavy letter in the « Lafayette » style, but more ornamental; the second is open-faced, with slanting band across the centre, and heavy shade. The two register exactly, and look well when the solid face is worked as a tint with the open style. The letter, which has lower-case and figures, is shown on bodies of 42, 48, and 60.
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There is no more horrible fungus than the filthy oïdium, or vine mildew. Even rats will not touch grapes affected by it. An enterprising Napier man has found that « it does not injure the grape for wine-making! » « Last year, » says the local 
Telegraph, « he made ten gallons of wine of it, 
mildew and all. The wine has turned out, though a little sweet, 
really excellent »!! Did the editor actually taste it? This seems to be a case for the sanitary authorities.


A West Coast candidate, according to a contemporary, has received from the labor party, « promises of votive and pecuniary support. » —One of the partners in a car company, who is also a pillar of his church in an American city, has been greatly scandalised by an announcement in the press that he has patented a « new faro-box attachment. » His acquaintances chaff him cruelly, and profess to disbelieve his explanation that the stupid printer should have had it « fare-box. » —A travelling circus in Napier must have deeply impressed the printers' imps. The 
Herald, during its stay, announced, « A lady teacher is wanted for the Otago Girls' High Show. » —The Wellington 
Times has a reporter noted for the brilliancy of his metaphors, by which he is able to relieve even the prosaic dulness of a political meeting. Thus, for example: « Groans for D—were invited; but the candidate's supporters, profiting by experience, raised cheers, which wrapped the groans up in a heavy mantle of obscurity. » —According to the Otago 
Daily Times, Mr Capstick has been presented with « a handsome lady's travelling bag and cigarette case. » —A very good Irish bull was lately perpetrated by a Roman Catholic priest, in a sermon denouncing church fairs. « It may be true, » he said, « that they are semi-religious; but it is also true that they are wholly bad. » — « This is horrible! » was the head-line an editor in the States wrote for the account of a murder. The maker-up got it over a contribution by the local poet, who is particularly wild because some of his friends assert that the criticism is just.—An English student, being required in his French examination-paper to « give the gender of (among other compounds) 
tête-à-tête, with comments, » this was his answer: « 
Tête-à-tête is of common gender, because it usually takes place between a man and a woman. » — « For "other blackguards" works of imagination, read 'Rider Haggard's,' » is an erratum attributed to a Queensland paper. We are a little sceptical, however. It looks suspicious.—An English contemporary has picked up two good examples of mixed metaphor in the House of Commons. Mr Labouchere adorned one of his speeches with a reference to the bleating of a bruised worm, and Colonel Saunderson declared that Mr Dillon had « fired a barbed arrow at Colonel Caddell in order that some of the mud might stick. » Perhaps the most ill-used metaphoric beast is the British Lion, of whom an enthusiastic patriot in one of the Parliamentary Unions declared that « whether it is roaming the deserts of India or climbing the forests of Canada, will not draw in its horns nor retire into its shell. » —Comps ought to know the names of the appliances of their own trade; but even in these they make strange blunders at times. In the Auckland 
Star's account of the late demonstration, the 
Herald is said to have shown « the latest improvement in the shape of a treadle 
plaiting machine »!—A North Island paper apologises for putting an advertisement relating to the « solemn opening » of a church organ in the column devoted to musical entertainments. The maker-up may not have been very far wrong after all.
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Invention, Processes, and Wrinkles.




Steno-Telegraphy.—


July exchanges report that an apparatus invented by M. Cassagnes, a civil engineer, had just been successfully tried in the French Chamber of Deputies. By the new system, which is named « Sténo-telégraphie, » reports of speeches, just as they come from the desk, of the reporter, may be transmitted to any distance, at a rate hitherto unattainable. In one hour 25,000 stenographed words were transmitted by the instrument to Brussels, 18,000 to Lyons, and 15,000 to Marseilles. The apparatus is equally available for longhand, transmitting at the rate of 100 to 120 words per minute, while for stenographic despatches its capacity is from 180 to 200.






To Stereotype Zinc Etchings.—


For this work a very wet mould, free from creases, is recommended. Those who use readymade flong should let it lie twenty minutes in cold water, carefully dry between blotting-paper, and then beat in. Those who prepare their own matrices will mix the matrix-powder or chalk with cold water to the consistency of milk, and spread thickly on the paper, beating continually but lightly with a soft brush. All zinc-etchings must be thoroughly washed with paraffin before stereotyping, and also woodcuts which are to be stereotyped. Old woodcuts and etchings which are covered with hard dried ink must be laid down in paraffin for at least half-an-hour, otherwise the stereotype will not be a success.

—
Der Stereotypeur.






Old Rollers for Copying-Ink.—


Pointers writes:—A customer complained a few days ago that a new set of rollers we sent him were no good because they would not print a job in copying-ink. If he had known that copying-ink can be successfully worked only with rollers too old and hard for anything else, he would not have spoiled his job and mined his new rollers by trying to use them in such ink. New rollers never will work copying-ink, nor will any other rollers which are good for anything else. On a copying-ink job put the oldest rollers in the office, after washing them clean and sponging off with water thoroughly, and the ink will work satisfactorily. To wash off copying-ink, use only water—benzine, turpentine, &c., will only set it and make it stick the faster.






Plastic High Stereo Matrices from Paper are thus produced in Germany:—


Kempe's matrix-powder is mixed in the proportion of 2℔ powder to 3 quarts of cold water to a liquid of the consistency of milk. A sheet of brown unsized wrapping-paper is saturated with this liquid, a sheet of copperplate paper laid on it, again saturated with liquid, a sheet of good tissue-paper, then a sheet of copperplate paper, and finally seven sheets of tissue-paper, one after the other. The tissue-paper should not be soaked too much with the paste; it is sufficient if the different sheets adhere to each other. The form is thoroughly cleansed with benzine or kerosine, and if the chases are also cleaned, does not require oiling. The matrix is then laid on the form and beaten slowly and gently in with as soft a brush as possible. The beating-in will require at least half-an-hour. The white gleam which penetrates through the brown paper will enable one to judge of the depth of the matrix, so that the usual lifting of the latter is unnecessary. The matrix is then stopped out with little bits of card, stuck on singly with magnesia or matrix-powder; a separate sheet of brown paper, well coated with paste, is now laid on, and beaten in cautiously and patiently till the white shines through. Then the matrix is covered with blotting-paper and blanket as usual, and placed in the drying-press. After ten minutes the blotting-paper and blanket are replaced by fresh layers, and in another ten or fifteen minutes the matrix will be dry and can be prepared for casting. In any case let the matrix remain in the drying-press ten minutes after the form has been removed, in order to steam thoroughly dry. After the casting-paper has been pasted on and dried, the matrix is carefully dusted over with talc or black-lead, and all superfluous material tapped off. After putting the matrix into a very hot oven and closing the latter, wait at least ten minutes before casting, so that the matrix may acquire the same temperature as the oven. The cast should be made in the coolest possible condition of the metal; after the first casting the matrix should only show a very slight yellow tinge. The separation of the matrix also requires patience, for so deep a mould will not allow of being lifted like a loose sheet of paper. Keep on knocking with a key or knife against the projecting edges of the cast all round it, and do this until the matrix springs up of itself. This has to be waited for rather a long time, but patience will be rewarded—the work is sure to be good. When the matrix is taken off, it is talced or blackleaded again, and the casting can be continued as required. We possess matrices which have stood ten faultless castings of depth and sharpness equal to plaster, and are still uninjured. People who are not deterred by the tedious work will be delighted with the deep sharp castings—even the chase is visible—so that the depth just reaches pica.

—
Der Stereotypeur.






Figure Logotypes.—


The last number of 
Caslon's Circular





	0

	1





	1

	1





	2

	1





	3

	1





	4

	1





	5

	1





	6

	1





	7

	1





	8

	1





	9

	1




contains an ingenious novelty in logotypes, so simple and so useful that one wonders that it was not thought of before. It is intended for catalogue and registration work, where consecutive numbers are used, and consists of eleven pieces, each containing ten figures, as represented in the margin. No. 1 contains unit figures 0 to 9, No. 2 is 1, ten times repeated, and so on to No. 11, which contains ten ciphers. Not only is the risk of error reduced to a minimum when these types are used, but composition is much expedited, only a little more than one-tenth the number of separate pieces being required. To derive full advantage from the use of these figures, there should be no turnovers in the work necessitating blanks in the figure-column, and each page or column should end with the unit-figure 9.






Improved Plate Printing Press.—


An improved plate printing-press has been invented in the United States. The backing or blanket is secured without the aid of bolts or screws, and passes over the form by the motion of the press in operation, so that the blanket need be no longer than the length of the form, and by this means a saving in felt is secured. The press has also another blanket attachment which is secured to the roller without the aid of bolts or screws, and can be quickly adjusted. If any lost motion arises from constant working and causes the backing or blanket to stretch, this can be taken up without disturbing the roll. According to the 
American Stationer, this press can print a form either for plate or bank-note work, from one line to a full form 20+20in. by means of a double pair of adjustable dogs and stops, travelling on both edges of the bed, the operation being wholly regulated by the press workman. Should it be thought desirable to print from a bare roller, without backing or blanket, this press will do the work.






Sommer's Overlay Process.—


Carl Kempe, in 
Der Stereotypeur, describes the new process by which Mr Sommer, the overseer of Moser's Court Printing-office, Berlin, brings up his blocks for the machine. The making-ready is done on an overlay consisting of one thick and three thin sheets of post paper, united by a particular kind of thin paste, which is scarcely visible, and which permits the sheets to be fastened flat to one another, and also to be easily separated without tearing the under-sheet. This overlay is placed on the cylinder in the place corresponding to the illustration. If type and pictures are to be printed together, the picture must be kept a little lower than the type, in order to allow for the extra-stout overlay on the cylinder. The overlay having been fixed and the first pull taken, the places which come up too strong are bevelled out—cut out one can scarcely say, as the machine-minder just scratches a cut in the surface with a knife held obliquely, and then separates a thin layer of paper. All the pulls are made on bank-post paper, and the light places on the overlay laid open so far as required to secure clear impressions. When this is finished, the raising of the high places, that is to say, the working-up of the shadows, is proceeded with. This is done with a peculiar solution, painted with an artists' brush on all those places which are to appear prominently. The workman can lay on the coating as thickly or thinly as he pleases, as the solution dries very rapidly, and may be strengthened according to desire. If good printing-ink is used, the effect of an engraving thus brought-up is very striking. The coating has no sharp edges, it bevels or slopes away admirably at the sides, and permits the most delicate shades to be observed. The inventor did not reveal the composition of the solution. Hr. Kempe suggests that it may be (1) shellac dissolved in spirit; (2) gutta-percha dissolved in turpentine; or (3) glue mixed with chromic acid. The invention is very valuable, as, in addition to its advantages from an artistic point of view, it reduces by more than one-half the time of making-ready.
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July exchanges report that an apparatus invented by M. Cassagnes, a civil engineer, had just been successfully tried in the French Chamber of Deputies. By the new system, which is named « Sténo-telégraphie, » reports of speeches, just as they come from the desk, of the reporter, may be transmitted to any distance, at a rate hitherto unattainable. In one hour 25,000 stenographed words were transmitted by the instrument to Brussels, 18,000 to Lyons, and 15,000 to Marseilles. The apparatus is equally available for longhand, transmitting at the rate of 100 to 120 words per minute, while for stenographic despatches its capacity is from 180 to 200.
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To Stereotype Zinc Etchings.—


For this work a very wet mould, free from creases, is recommended. Those who use readymade flong should let it lie twenty minutes in cold water, carefully dry between blotting-paper, and then beat in. Those who prepare their own matrices will mix the matrix-powder or chalk with cold water to the consistency of milk, and spread thickly on the paper, beating continually but lightly with a soft brush. All zinc-etchings must be thoroughly washed with paraffin before stereotyping, and also woodcuts which are to be stereotyped. Old woodcuts and etchings which are covered with hard dried ink must be laid down in paraffin for at least half-an-hour, otherwise the stereotype will not be a success.

—
Der Stereotypeur.
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Old Rollers for Copying-Ink.—


Pointers writes:—A customer complained a few days ago that a new set of rollers we sent him were no good because they would not print a job in copying-ink. If he had known that copying-ink can be successfully worked only with rollers too old and hard for anything else, he would not have spoiled his job and mined his new rollers by trying to use them in such ink. New rollers never will work copying-ink, nor will any other rollers which are good for anything else. On a copying-ink job put the oldest rollers in the office, after washing them clean and sponging off with water thoroughly, and the ink will work satisfactorily. To wash off copying-ink, use only water—benzine, turpentine, &c., will only set it and make it stick the faster.
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Plastic High Stereo Matrices from Paper are thus produced in Germany:—


Kempe's matrix-powder is mixed in the proportion of 2℔ powder to 3 quarts of cold water to a liquid of the consistency of milk. A sheet of brown unsized wrapping-paper is saturated with this liquid, a sheet of copperplate paper laid on it, again saturated with liquid, a sheet of good tissue-paper, then a sheet of copperplate paper, and finally seven sheets of tissue-paper, one after the other. The tissue-paper should not be soaked too much with the paste; it is sufficient if the different sheets adhere to each other. The form is thoroughly cleansed with benzine or kerosine, and if the chases are also cleaned, does not require oiling. The matrix is then laid on the form and beaten slowly and gently in with as soft a brush as possible. The beating-in will require at least half-an-hour. The white gleam which penetrates through the brown paper will enable one to judge of the depth of the matrix, so that the usual lifting of the latter is unnecessary. The matrix is then stopped out with little bits of card, stuck on singly with magnesia or matrix-powder; a separate sheet of brown paper, well coated with paste, is now laid on, and beaten in cautiously and patiently till the white shines through. Then the matrix is covered with blotting-paper and blanket as usual, and placed in the drying-press. After ten minutes the blotting-paper and blanket are replaced by fresh layers, and in another ten or fifteen minutes the matrix will be dry and can be prepared for casting. In any case let the matrix remain in the drying-press ten minutes after the form has been removed, in order to steam thoroughly dry. After the casting-paper has been pasted on and dried, the matrix is carefully dusted over with talc or black-lead, and all superfluous material tapped off. After putting the matrix into a very hot oven and closing the latter, wait at least ten minutes before casting, so that the matrix may acquire the same temperature as the oven. The cast should be made in the coolest possible condition of the metal; after the first casting the matrix should only show a very slight yellow tinge. The separation of the matrix also requires patience, for so deep a mould will not allow of being lifted like a loose sheet of paper. Keep on knocking with a key or knife against the projecting edges of the cast all round it, and do this until the matrix springs up of itself. This has to be waited for rather a long time, but patience will be rewarded—the work is sure to be good. When the matrix is taken off, it is talced or blackleaded again, and the casting can be continued as required. We possess matrices which have stood ten faultless castings of depth and sharpness equal to plaster, and are still uninjured. People who are not deterred by the tedious work will be delighted with the deep sharp castings—even the chase is visible—so that the depth just reaches pica.

—
Der Stereotypeur.
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Figure Logotypes.—


The last number of 
Caslon's Circular





	0

	1





	1

	1





	2

	1





	3

	1





	4

	1





	5

	1





	6

	1





	7

	1





	8

	1





	9

	1




contains an ingenious novelty in logotypes, so simple and so useful that one wonders that it was not thought of before. It is intended for catalogue and registration work, where consecutive numbers are used, and consists of eleven pieces, each containing ten figures, as represented in the margin. No. 1 contains unit figures 0 to 9, No. 2 is 1, ten times repeated, and so on to No. 11, which contains ten ciphers. Not only is the risk of error reduced to a minimum when these types are used, but composition is much expedited, only a little more than one-tenth the number of separate pieces being required. To derive full advantage from the use of these figures, there should be no turnovers in the work necessitating blanks in the figure-column, and each page or column should end with the unit-figure 9.
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Improved Plate Printing Press.—


An improved plate printing-press has been invented in the United States. The backing or blanket is secured without the aid of bolts or screws, and passes over the form by the motion of the press in operation, so that the blanket need be no longer than the length of the form, and by this means a saving in felt is secured. The press has also another blanket attachment which is secured to the roller without the aid of bolts or screws, and can be quickly adjusted. If any lost motion arises from constant working and causes the backing or blanket to stretch, this can be taken up without disturbing the roll. According to the 
American Stationer, this press can print a form either for plate or bank-note work, from one line to a full form 20+20in. by means of a double pair of adjustable dogs and stops, travelling on both edges of the bed, the operation being wholly regulated by the press workman. Should it be thought desirable to print from a bare roller, without backing or blanket, this press will do the work.
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Sommer's Overlay Process.—


Carl Kempe, in 
Der Stereotypeur, describes the new process by which Mr Sommer, the overseer of Moser's Court Printing-office, Berlin, brings up his blocks for the machine. The making-ready is done on an overlay consisting of one thick and three thin sheets of post paper, united by a particular kind of thin paste, which is scarcely visible, and which permits the sheets to be fastened flat to one another, and also to be easily separated without tearing the under-sheet. This overlay is placed on the cylinder in the place corresponding to the illustration. If type and pictures are to be printed together, the picture must be kept a little lower than the type, in order to allow for the extra-stout overlay on the cylinder. The overlay having been fixed and the first pull taken, the places which come up too strong are bevelled out—cut out one can scarcely say, as the machine-minder just scratches a cut in the surface with a knife held obliquely, and then separates a thin layer of paper. All the pulls are made on bank-post paper, and the light places on the overlay laid open so far as required to secure clear impressions. When this is finished, the raising of the high places, that is to say, the working-up of the shadows, is proceeded with. This is done with a peculiar solution, painted with an artists' brush on all those places which are to appear prominently. The workman can lay on the coating as thickly or thinly as he pleases, as the solution dries very rapidly, and may be strengthened according to desire. If good printing-ink is used, the effect of an engraving thus brought-up is very striking. The coating has no sharp edges, it bevels or slopes away admirably at the sides, and permits the most delicate shades to be observed. The inventor did not reveal the composition of the solution. Hr. Kempe suggests that it may be (1) shellac dissolved in spirit; (2) gutta-percha dissolved in turpentine; or (3) glue mixed with chromic acid. The invention is very valuable, as, in addition to its advantages from an artistic point of view, it reduces by more than one-half the time of making-ready.
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Early French Printing.


(T. B. R., in the 
Printers' Register for October.)



The sumptuous volume of 
fac-similes just published, at a comparatively moderate cost, by the French Department of Instruction and Fine Arts, of the works of the 15th-century presses in France, is a fine example of the service which may be rendered by a public authority for those whose interests it is created to serve. In many respects, M. Thierry-Poux's Album is the best work of its kind we have seen. The excellent 
fac-similes of typographical monuments issued not long since by the State Printing Office at Berlin covered a wider field, and included specimens of the masterpieces of early printing all over Europe. The present work is more useful in this respect, namely, that it is entirely national. It illustrates the 
débûts of printing in Paris and the provincial towns of France with a series of 
fac-similes so admirable and so comprehensive that the student has in it a complete illustrated history of French printing in the 15th century. Every one of the forty-one towns in which the art found a home during that period is represented. Paris, of course, heads the list, and no fewer than fifty-nine 
fac-similes from books printed in that city alone are given; Lyons, which follows, is represented by twenty-five specimens, and so on, down to the two specimens of the press at Valenciennes in 1500 which close the series. An exact bibliographical account of each of the 167 books illustrated greatly adds to the value of the work, which is made all the more complete by its excellent concordance and the alphabetical lists for reference to the plates.


Perhaps no higher tribute could be paid to M. Thierry-Poux's work than to say that it gives to French typography what Holtrop gave to the typography of the Netherlands. The latter book, no doubt, possesses an interest which no other work of the kind can claim. It is to most students the only available source of information respecting that mysterious and romantic group of books known as the Costeriana, which, despite all the dogmatism and special pleading of partisans, still demand to be accounted for in the settlement of the question, who was the inventor of printing. France can boast no such romantic origin for her press. The young art had emerged into clear daylight long before the three foreign artisans carried into the sombre precincts of the Sorbonne the secrets of Gutenberg's craft. The only mystery, if mystery there be, attaching to the first achievements of these men was that they began to print in the new-fangled Roman characters, and reverted presently to the Gothic. But that was a theological rather than a typographical problem.


M. Thierry-Poux, however, calls attention in his preface to a comparatively new discovery, which, if it can stand the tests of the critics, is likely to necessitate the rewriting of one chapter in the early history of printing very considerably in favor of the land of the Estiennes and Didots.


A tract was issued early in the present year by the Abbé Requin with the startling title 
L'Imprimerie d'Avignon en 1444. Now, as the Letter of Indulgence at Mayence, the first admitted product of that press, was only printed in 1454, and the earliest date claimed for Haarlem by the most ardent Costerians is 1445, this bold claim on behalf of a small French provincial city is, to say the least of it, disturbing. The Abbé, however, does not quote without his text. He cites the documents on which he relies in their original Latin; and as the substance of his discovery may be new to many of our readers, we briefly summarise it here; premising that the authenticity both of the dates and the records claims to be vouched for on high authority, and is shortly to be demonstrated by a volume on the subject now in the press.


At the beginning of the year 1444 (says the Abbe), a jeweller from Prague, named Procopius Waldvogel, in business at Avignon, disclosed to a Jew of that city, Davin de Caderousse by name, the details of a new method of « artificial writing. » Two years later, in March, 1446, he undertook to provide Davin with the necessary material for the reproduction of Hebrew texts by this new method; that is to say, to supply twenty-seven Hebrew characters, cut in iron, together with the necessary tools and apparatus of wood, iron, and tin. The Jew promised the most profound and absolute secrecy as to the practice of the new art. In the same month Procopius exacted a renewal of the promise on the occasion of delivering to him further material necessary to the production of Latin texts by the new method.


Nor was the Jew his only confidant. As early as 1444 he had communicated the mystery to two other inhabitants of Avignon— Ferosse, a locksmith, and Georges de Jardine, both of whom bound themselves to preserve the secret. The partnership of these three men, which was disturbed both by financial difficulties and occasional mutual suspicion, continued at any rate till 1446, when we find them purchasing jointly the tools and apparatus of yet two more practitioners in the same mysterious art. These two, Vitalis and Coselhac, were scholars in the town, who had, like the rest, been initiated into the secret by Procopius, and probably set up by him in the apparatus which they now sold back. This apparatus is described as consisting of two A B C's in steel, two iron « forms, » a steel screw (?press), forty-eight « forms » in tin, and several other forms. In surrendering these, Vitalis took an oath on the four Evangelists that the art of « writing artifically » was a genuine and useful art—a precautionary testimonial apparently exacted by Procopius in view of the suspicious attitude of the Inquisition towards any new invention.


What does all this mean? Was the new « artificial writing » a method of stamping the copy letter by letter, instead of writing it, by means of separate punches? or does all this apparatus, and the variety of metals referred to, point to a still nearer approach to typography, in the casting of types from matrices and moulds?


As we have said, this strange story has yet to undergo the examination of critics competent to decide on its value. At the present stage it is only necessary to state what the nature of the new claim is. If it be sound, then we shall have to admit that in 1444, at Avignon, these men hit upon a device which (whether it resulted in the production of books, or was only a labor-saving experiment of the Scribes) was, if not typography itself, something so near it as to entitle the Pontifical metropolis of France to rank among the places which dispute the honor of having been the cradle of the Art Preservative.






Typo: A Monthly Newspaper and Literary Review, Volume 4

[miscellaneous paragraphs]




We have had something to say about the qualifications and the value (a 
minus quantity) of the so-called Customs « experts. » Victoria possesses one of these expensive luxuries, whose eccentricities will bear comparison with those of his New Zealand colleague. Mr Morrison, of the Mosgiel Woollen Factory, tells a little story, with more than one moral. A quantity of woollen dress stuffs were sent over by the Mosgiel Company to Victoria, similar dress stuffs being admitted free, while woollen dress tweeds are subject to 30 per cent. duty. The experts were told that the goods were from New Zealand, and they carefully examined them, coming to the decision that they were not woollen dress stuffs, and therefore liable to duty. This decision was sustained by the Customs authorities. A second consignment of the same goods was sent, but nothing said as to the country from which they came; and, on being examined by the experts, they were held to be free of duty 1 The agent of the company appealed and stated the facts of the case. The Customs authorities felt the absurdity of the opposing decisions, and the woollen dress stuffs of the company are now admitted free. One landing-waiter of integrity and ordinary abilities is worth more than all the « experts » in all the colones.


Our correspondent, Mr E. Tucker, who wrote last year about the Galignani statue, writes us again, from Stratford, Taranaki. He says: When I wrote last year, I was aware of Sir Sydney Waterlow's munificent gifts to the Jubilee of London, and I have always taken interest in his remarkable career. I was for fourteen years overseer with the firm of Adlands, Bartholomew Close, and when he started business as printer in a small way, he applied to that firm for a young man to conduct the business. A young man took charge, but his health broke down as the business increased. Mr Waterlow applied for another, and the young man that I recommended managed the business for over twenty years, when he retired with an ample fortune and shares in the business. We have corresponded ever since my arrival in the colony, more than thirty years ago, and I send you the following extract from a letter lately received from him: « Did you see what an enormous fortune—over £534,000—was accumulated by that cock-robin-shop printer, Edward Lloyd? He had, however, plenty of sons and daughters—eight of the latter.—Our firm thrives still. Besides paying a steady percentage annually, we have built an enormous block of buildings called Bloomfield House, in Bloomfield-street, near London Wall, on the site of Phene's furniture place, Norrie's printing office, and a lot of other establishments—all out of revenue; added four large portions to those already existing,, and filled them with costly machinery—all out of revenue also. We have now the largest number of printing-machines of any firm in London— perhaps in the world. »
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"The Final Goal of Ill."



Under the head of « Trades and Labor, » we have, in our last three issues, given a pretty full account of the progress and collapse—so far as the colonies are concerned—of the so-called Labor movement. It specially concerned the Craft, inasmuch as an insignificant dispute in the printing trade became a pretext for some of its earlier manifestations, and as the Typographical Association had a large and honorable share in bringing the revolt to an end. The mischief accomplished by the strike—moral and social, as well as financial—is beyond calculation. The loss to capital is counted by hundreds of thousands sterling, and to labor by millions. Had the object of the struggle been a worthy one—had it been for conseience'-sake—the obstinacy of the men concerned would have deserved admiration. As for the privation, 
they did not suffer—it fell upon the non-combatants, the wives and children. But the objects were avowedly selfish and vindictive, and such ultimate good as will result will be the outcome, not of any success gained by the strikers, but of their failure.


No feature of the movement is more noticeable than the blind manner in which union after union followed blind leaders. No authorized union leader or labor organ has yet been able to assign a reason for the orders so arbitrarily issued, and so blindly obeyed. The men themselves obeyed against their better judgment, and in many cases broke engagements, and reduced their families to pauperism rather than submit to the opprobrium and boycotting which was supposed to be the penalty for refusal. The « gallant stand for principle, » of which the labor leaders boasted, was too often no more than a cowardly desertion of the highest duties. The unions were as blind as the men. They (except the printers) obeyed without question the dictates of the Maritime Council. That body, it now appears, simply carried out the decrees of J. M. Millar, styled by his admirers the « uncrowned king of New Zealand. » And Mr Millar, who for a brief period assumed the irresponsible control of the State and all its concerns, and the entire regulation of the trade of the colony—knew no more of the questions involved than the most illiterate laborer on strike; but was merely a puppet in the hands of some unknown agency in Australia—probably the Shearers' Union, And since the days of the notorious Broadhead, no body has so disgraced unionism as that blackmailing and terrorising institution.


It was time that the old unionism went to pieces; and its destruction could only come from within. We have already shown that it was labor's deadliest enemy. When it adopted the boycot its doom was sealed. Tor a time it ooerced and robbed capital and labor with the utmost impartiality; but its power is broken. Just before the great strike, the wharf-laborers in Sydney demanded that 7¼ hours was to be taken as eight hours, and paid for accordingly, and employers had to submit. The employment of any workman who had not paid his blackmail (in some cases £5) to the labor officials, was the signal for a strike and trade disorganization. Men like Champion, who have devoted their best energies to the interests of working men, raised their protest, and indicated the inevitable issue, but were sneered at, and the flatterers who fattened on discontent were allowed to lead.


The new unionism is already taking the place of the old. The Free Labor Associations, in which both employers and workmen are enrolled, though somewhat crude in their constitution, are a great success. The profit-sharing system—detested by all professional agitators—is giving workmen a personal and a semi-proprietary interest in their work. The prospect of a handsome bonus honestly earned, at the year's end is pleasant, and quite alters the average artizan's view of the labor problem. And in these directions, and in the spread of thrift and sobriety, lie the only hope for better things to come.


We know there are men (but we do not suppose they are on our subscription list), to whom the words thrift and sobriety are a deadly offence—reminding them of others who have left them far behind in the journey of life. They dream of fortune acquired in a gambling « sweep » —of a good time coming in which the State shall pay them a maximum wage for a minimum of work; they read—when they read at all—the dreams of Henry George and Edward Bellamy. One of this class lately publicly argued that sobriety and thrift did the working man more harm than good.


Yet these two virtues, practised by the individual, under most discouraging surroundings, have brought a great reward. What would be the result if they were the rule—the virtues of the community instead of the isolated individual? The question has been answered in scores of places, whose prosperity and social order put Bellamy's imaginary Boston in the shade. In Vineland, New Jersey; in St Johnsbury, Vermont; in Bessbrook, Ireland—the experiment has been systematically tried, and the social problem has been solved. Land and labor agitators find no field for their propaganda. Will the colonies give this experiment a trial?


In thrift, sobriety, and co-operation lies the whole solution of the labor problem. A new unionism is already arising from the ruins of the old. Let it inscribe these mottoes on its banners, and the evils of the past will have gone for ever; and good will become « the final goal of ill. »
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The well-known firm of Field and Tuer (the Leadenhall Press) has been dissolved, Mr Field retiring. We note an alteration in the monogram. The « FT » has given place to the monogram « LP, » with « 
ress » in small letters in square form.


« Tachytypy » is the name of a new German process for the prompt production of designs in black or white for typographic work. It is brought out by Messrs Fisher and Krecke, of Bielefeld, and they show some excellent blocks produced type-height in fifteen minutes from the completion of the drawing. The results resemble those produced by Baker's stereographic process, and are probably obtained by somewhat similar means.


There is matter for reflection in the brief outline history of the Auckland press, published in this issue. In that most dismal age of literature, the last century, when piety was to a large extent of the charnel-house order, meditations among the tombs were considered as the most profitable occupation for the mind. To read the article in which are enumerated the names and ages of the Auckland papers, is


[image: ]
suggestive of a walk through a cemetery. The list is not complete; it designedly excludes the smaller fry of ephemeral publications—yet what a record of newspaper mortality in a single city is disclosed in this fifty years' record! Infantile diseases appear to have been the most fatal—few ventures completed their first year, and many were cut off from the first to the third month. Of some the very names are forgotten. The author writes to us: « There is a paper which has baffled me as to name, though I am trying to find it out; but as a number of journals only reached half-a-dozen issues, they are not even registered at the Supreme Court, so that my task is a herculean one. This particular paper was published about 1870, the proprietors being Sydney Smith, chemist, and Dr J. Wood, a retired army-surgeon. Smith was about three months getting up the first number, and having exhausted all his original articles and matter in the first issue, the new journal never reached a second! » The 
Daily News is another instance of a forgotten name, as well as of the disadvantage of giving old and hackneyed titles to new papers. The writer consulted numerous old residents, who remembered the paper, but not could be certain as to its title. One said it was the 
Tribune, another, the 
Advocate. At last he thought of searching the Supreme Court register, and there discovered the name. The list does not take account of country papers, nor does it include the mosquito fleet of « comic » and story-papers depending on pirated matter—four or five 
Punches, Entertainment, Motley, Charivari, Tomahawk, Colonists' Family Herald, Mosquito, &c. One of these, the 
Graphic, which issued about five numbers, and came out in three different sizes and styles, is worthy of note as having contained the first published work of Sam Begg, now on the staff of the London 
Pictorial World.





In a remote region in Michigan is published the Munith 
Tidings. The editor is also the minister, undertaker, and furniture dealer, which, as the Adrian 
Press remarks, proves that « it is possible for one man to become a trade union. »


Among the papers laid before Parliament during the late session, was the first annual report of the Registrar of Patents, Designs, and Trade-marks. He makes the following suggestion: « As the New Zealand 
Gazette is the only journal in which particulars of applications for Letters Patent and registration of trade-marks, and other matters connected with the Patent Office are published, and it has not an extensive circulation amongst those likely to be interested in or benefited by such publication, I think it worthy of consideration whether the time has not arrived for the issue of a weekly or fortnightly supplement, to be devoted solely to Patent Office notices, and to be supplied separately to any who may choose to subscribe specially for it. Later on this will probably develope into a separate Patent Office Journal, similar to those published in England, Canada, and the United States. »


Andrew Carnegie remarks that the college-graduate is scarcely to be found in high positions in the business world. The graduate entering at twenty, he says, has not the slightest chance against the boy who swept the office or who began as shipping clerk at fourteen. Mr Carnegie is right, and strange as it may appear, the same holds good in the literary sphere. The B.A. or M.A. in the colonies, either in practical journalism or literature proper, is nowhere beside the boy who graduated as P.D. Many thoughtful colonists are wondering what will be the outcome of our educational system. Practically, it is certainly only a very qualified success. Far too many scholars are led to regard a « pass » as the object of their training, and too often to suppose that the sum of human knowledge is to be found in Standard VI. For the practical work of life they are less fitted than the boys of thirty years ago who went barefoot and looked after the cows; and in the very intellectual qualities that school-training might be expected to sharpen—the literary faculty and critical discernment—they are, if anything, inferior.


Another historic New Zealand press is referred to in the first of the series of interesting articles in the 
N.Z. Methodist, by the Rev S. Ironside (now of Hobart), entitled « Missionary Eeminiscences in New Zealand. » Mr Ironside relates how, on their first arrival (in 1839) he and his wife sojourned for two months at Mangungu with Mr and Mrs Hobbs. He says: « There was a small wooden box of a printing-office, of which Mr Hobbs had charge. It was fitted up with an old-fashioned press, worked by hand, and a few cases of type. It was all primitive, but serviceable. Mr Hobbs, clever at everything he took up, had one or two native youths as helpers. I put myself under his directions, and spent some hours each day in the office. Thence was issued hundreds of copies of our Maori prayer and hymn-book. Mr Turner was translating some of the narrative portions of Old Testament history, which were issued in pamphlet form, as soon as printed and stitched. » —The Rev W. Colenso, who has some of these Wesleyan mission productions in his valuable collection of early New Zealand books, is of opinion that this press is the one brought out and used by Mr W. Woon (a trained printer) for the mission. Mr Hobbs was not a printer, but may have assisted, in amateur fashion, as did Mr Ironside himself.


It is pretty generally known that the Maori people have representatives of their own in the New Zealand Parliament. The qualifications which recommend a Maori candidate to his people are not exactly those advanced by European aspirants, and the following address, issued in the Maori language, by a candidate for the Western Maori district, is something of a curiosity. In one respect—that of brevity— it is a model:— « To all the men of the Western seaboard.—This is a notice to all the men of each and every settlement, to all the 
hapus (families) of the Western sea coasts of Aotearoa. Vote for me, O friends, and I will bear the burdens of your troubles—the annoyances you have hitherto suffered and borne from year to year. When will you obtain a little redress? Make an effort. Give me your vote, and though my back be small to carry the weight, the strength has descended to me from my ancestors. Was not Pokeke the less sent to Moeatoa by the small people? O orphans, O widows, O the poverty-stricken, vote for me to be returned. O, ye chiefs, vote for me. O all ye tribes of Aotearoa, do not have two hearts on this matter. Am I not the grandson of Mango Tarangatahi, the grandchild of Kaihamuwahamaua, the grandchild I am of Raurukikotahi, and the descendant of Maniapoto and of Auekaha? Be strong, therefore, to lift me through to the poll, and prove thereby that all the Maori people are in one canoe. This is all from 
Tatana Whataupoko, for the western seaboard of Aotearoa."


Mr E. Tucker sends us the following extract from the letter of an English correspondent; not that it has any bearing on the Craft; but that it may help us in the colony to « see ourselves as others see us. » — « Have I ever mentioned to you a nephew of mine who went to Christchurch some seven or eight years ago, intending to settle there? He was in the drapery line, and gave up a large and lucrative business in Derbyshire on account of his health. His sojourn in New Zealand was satisfactory as far as his health was concerned. He has returned with all his family (nine in number), with not at all a favorable opinion of the colony. 'Extravagant and gambling officials, logrolling legislators, monstrous taxation, high price of all manufactured articles, insolent and incapable dependents'—these are only some of the disabilities he mentions in connexion with the place! » This is a very one-sided account of New Zealand. There is a little to be said on the other side. The finest climate in tbe world; the lowest death-rate; the most productive colony in proportion to population; the most uniform distribution of land and other wealth to be found in the world; a minimum proportion of pauperism, mendicancy, and crime; a well-educated and generally intelligent population; and eight-hours' standard of labor. Even without discounting the alleged disadvantages—as we fairly might—the balance is on the right side.


The inspectors of weights and measures would do well to test the balances used in Her Majesty's Postal Department. We presume that the postal officers take the trouble to weigh letters and parcels before inflicting fines for deficient postage. If so, the scales in the different offices are not only untrustworthy, but diverse. Twice when in Napier, we had complaints of fines inflicted for short postage on parcels which we had not only carefully weighed ourselves, but as an extra precaution had tested and passed as correct at the post-office counter. By last San Francisco mail we were fined on a letter from a home correspondent, which anyone accustomed to handle correspondence at all could unhesitatingly declare to be under weight. The single rate is half-an-ounce. The precise weight of this particular letter was 
one scruple over ¼oz. We used a chemists' weight as the only one at hand small enough to balance the minute excess. Our contemporary the 
Gutenberg Journal, is generally taxed a penny on delivery. Sometimes it comes free for weeks together, then the yellow label again appears. The weight of the paper is uniform—the diversity is with the department. The postal regulations are plainly framed for packets « not exceeding » the specified weights. It is the usual and inexcusable custom to tax letters that barely balance. Full-weight letters are nearly always taxed. A case came under our knowledge once where a batch of book-packets posted overnight and surcharged were found in the morning, according to the official scales, to be well within the weight. The explanation was that having been posted damp from the press, they had lost weight to that extent by evaporation in about twelve hours! We accuse the department of inexcusable meanness and downright sharp practice in this matter. Every printer in the colony can bear us out in our complaint, and we hope that our contemporaries will take the subject up and demand a reform.


The book-fiend is becoming an important and unpleasant factor in our social system. The adventures of the 
Picturesque Atlas men would fill a book bigger than the two ponderous volumes of that much-execrated work. Mr L. H. Bowerman, one of the gentlemen connected with the 
Atlas, has been committed for trial for shooting at one George Forsyth, a farmer, at Portobello, on 9th October. He endeavored to deliver some of the parts at the house, but like the celebrated « blind mice, » found it necessary to « run from the farmer's wife, » who drove him up against a stone wall, where she assailed him with a volley of stones. The farmer then advanced to throw him over the wall, when the « fiend » produced a loaded revolver and fired, completely routing the enemy.—At Featherston the delivery agent for the same work was asked to attend a meeting of subscribers, and was guileless enough to accept the invitation. In the course of the proceedings the genuineness of the orders was impugned, and he went to his hotel to produce the order-book and cover the subscribers with confusion. On his way back he was seized, a sack thrown over him, and his order-book and documents, including cash and cheques, forcibly taken from him, as also a seven-chambered revolver (which appears to be part of the regular outfit of a 
Picturesque man). Next day he found the cash near the scene of the outrage, and also a large pot of tar, and a quantity of feathers, but the order-book had disappeared. This somewhat serious case has been made the subject of police inquiry; but without any result so far. In the district, where the 
Atlas is decidedly unpopular, the incident has caused « mingled laughter and indignation. » —There is also great tribulation in connexion with the 
Early History of New Zealand. We have already mentioned that summonses against a hundred subscribers were issued in Christchurch. In Dunedin, two hundred and fifty summonses are being issued.
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The Auckland Press.



On the occasion of the Eight Hours' Demonstration in Auckland on the 9th inst., the 
Herald distributed a sheet containing a brief history of the Auckland newspaper press, compiled by one of the staff. It is too long for us to quote in full, and does not profess to be complete—in fact to prepare a complete list would probably be impossible. The compiler has kindly sent us a copy, also the names of several papers omitted from the list. We give the names and dates from the article, with two or three corrections, and with a few additional names, supplied by Mr W. Smith, of Wellington, an old Auckland printer. The comments, in most cases, are our own.



New Zealand Advertiser and Bay of Islands Gazette, May, 1840, weekly, published by J. A. Eager and Co., Turner Terrace, Bank Square, Kororareka.



Bay of Islands Examiner, weekly; established June, 1840; discontinued, 1841.



New Zealand Government Gazette. First issued in December, 1840, from the Church Missionary Society's printing office, Paihia.



New Zealand Herald and Auckland Gazette, started on 10th July, 1841, and discontinued in the April following. Printed by John Moore, for the Auckland Newspaper Company. First newspaper printed in Auckland.



Auckland Chronicle and New Zealand Colonist (same printer); started about July, 1842, price one shilling. Ceased publication the same year; revived in October, 1842, and continued till July, 1843; again revived for a short time, and died at end of 1843.



Auckland Times (same printer), started August, 1841, and was published by John Falwasser. This is the celebrated paper that was printed in a mangle, and copies are now highly prized as curiosities.


The 
Auckland Herald was in existence in November, 1841. No particulars obtainable.



Te Karere o Niu Tireni (the 
Maori Messenger), semi-official, English and Maori. No. 1 appeared on 1st Jan., 1842; No. 3 on the 1st March, 1855. (We remember the 
Karere about 1858. It was then printed in an old and curious French type, imported by the Roman Catholic mission some twenty years before, and which had passed into the possession of the 
New-Zealander.)



Bay of Islands Observer, weekly; started February, 1842, and died in the following year. Edited, printed, and published by J. Norman.



Auckland Standard. From 27th June to 25th August, 1842.



Bay of Islands Advocate, weekly, one shilling, established October, 1843. Printed by Benjamin Isaacs, at John-street, Kororareka.



Southern Cross, New Zealand Guardian, and Auckland, Thames, and Bay of Islands Advertiser, weekly, established April, 1843. Printed by Philip Kunst and G. E. Hunter, Shortland Crescent. In 1863 published daily—the second daily in the colony (the Otago 
Daily Times being the first.) Continued till 1876.



New-Zealander, started 7th June, 1845, weekly, price sixpence, by the late John Williamson, Shortland Crescent. At one time the leading newspaper of the colony. Ceased publication in 1865, after a long decline.



Anglo-Maori Warder, weekly, a short-lived paper, started in April, 1848. Printed by Williamson and Wilson.



Antipodean, published in 1849 by Mr Hart, auctioneer. Only a few numbers, « about the size of a sheet of note-paper. »



Auckland Independent and Operatives' Journal, fortnightly. Started in May, 1851, by the late John Richardson. It had but a very brief existence.



Auckland Weekly Register, an offshoot of the 
New Zealander. Edited by David Burn, and printed by A. H. Burton, now well-known as a photographer. Discontinued January, 1860. (? We think it lasted till 1861 or 1862.)



Auckland Temperance Telegraph, fortnightly, sixpence, November, 1854. Printed by Williamson and Wilson. Did not complete its first year.


The 
Trumpeter, 1855; John Richardson, Wyndham-street. A gratis advertising-sheet, but a creditable production.



Telegraph, High-street, Auckland. Printed in 1859 by James Hosking, formerly a Wes-leyan minister.



Auckland Examiner, weekly, founded at end of 1856, by Charles Southwell, lecturer and tragedian. He died 7th August, 1860, and the paper was carried on by James Hosking, until the plant was sold to the



Aucklander, established and edited by Mr James Busby, a pioneer in the ante-colonial days, and at one time British Resident. [The article gives 1867 as the date of establish-ment, but we think this is some years too late. We would place the life-time of the paper (from memory) at about 1861.]



Farmers' Gazette, weekly, issued in 1861, after the discontinuance of the 
Aucklander, from the same office, by Joseph Rogers and William Payne. It survived about three months.



Onehunga Guardian, started early in the sixties by James Hosking. Discontinued in 1863.



Independent, started about 1863, and soon discontinued. Printed and edited by John Moore, Queen-street.



Weekly News, started in 1863 in connexion with the 
Daily Southern Cross. This paper, which is now published by the 
Herald proprietors, is one of the leading weekly newspapers of the colony.



New Zealand Herald, founded by Mr W. C. Wilson (formerly one of the proprietors of the 
New Zealander) in 1863. This paper was successful almost from the start, and in 1876 absorbed its rival, the old - established 
Southern Cross. Had the old title been retained it might now claim to be the senior newspaper in New Zealand. It has become one of the largest and most enterprising daily newspapers in the colony.



Albertland Gazette, and Oruawharo, Paparoa, Matakoke, Kaipara, and Mangawai Chronicle. August, 1863. Printed by Samuel Johnson (now of Waipawa, Hawke's Bay), at Market-street, Port Albert. It did not last very long.



Chapman's New Zealand Magazine, 8vo., monthly. A very creditable literary serial; was started by Mr G. T. Chapman, bookseller, in 1861 or 1862. Some of its articles on early history of the colony, by pioneer settlers now passed away, were valuable as well as interesting. Printed at the 
Cross office. It was not financially successful, and in 1863 was succeeded by the



Southern Monthly Magazine, edited by Mr H. H. Lusk and Dr. Giles. The magazine was ably conducted, and lasted three years. The native troubles of the time were against the success of any purely literary venture, and the undertaking was abandoned.



Neu-Seelændische Zeitung, Politiche und Gelehrte Wochenliche Zeitschrift. 18th March, 1865 to August of same year.



Penny Journal, weekly, started in 1865 by Mitchell and Seffern. Printed from the old types of the 
New-Zealander. Did not long survive.



Auckland Free Press, March, 1868. Started by R. J. Creighton, in conjunction with some of the old 
Cross staff. Succumbed to the prevailing depression.



Evening News (first evening paper in Auckland.) Started in 1868 by James Allen, jun., but after his death taken up by James Allen, sen. Discontinued in 1871, and succeeded by the



Morning News; but the paper, like its predecessor, strongly opposed Vogel's borrowing proposals, with which the public at the time were dazzled; its predictions of crushing taxation in the future were ridiculed, and it shared the common fate of prophets of evil.



Auckland Daily News, November, 1869. Edited by the late Henry Ellis, and printed by W. Atken, High-street. Started to support the late Judge Gillies as candidate for superintendency of the province, and discontinued soon after the election.



Auckland Evening Star, started in 1870 by G. M. Reed and—Farrar. Shortly afterwards H. Brett, of the 
Herald staff, bought Farrar's share, and in time bought out Reed, becoming sole proprietor. On Mr Reed's retirement the sub-editor, Mr T. W. Leys, succeeded to the editorship, and has filled that position ever since. The 
Star is now a valuable property. The 
Evening News and Morning News were incorporated with the 
Star, as also was


The 
Echo, started in opposition to the 
Star by Mr George Jones, jun., who managed and edited the paper. Mr H. H. Lusk was a leader-writer on the paper, which was backed by Mr J. S, Macfarlane, a capitalist who at various times put a great deal of money into newspapers started to support certain objects in which he was interested. About £3000 was sunk in the 
Echo.



Morning Advertiser, started in 1871 by Shaw, of Hokitika; edited by J. M. Perrier. Lasted about a year.



New Zealand Volunteer Gazette and Colonial Forces Record. Published by Jones and Tombs, 1872, for the proprietors, E. H. Fenton and R. J. Morrissey.



Templar Standard (afterwards called the 
Templar Columns), H. Field, proprietor, 1874-76.



Volunteer News and Army and Navy Gazette, 1876. Dignan & King.



Auckland Free Press, weekly. Started by John Brame, now of New South Wales, in 1878 and lasted till 1878. (? 1878-88.)



Christian Times, 1870-79. Published by E. Wayte for the proprietors, Rev. T. Warlow Davis and H. Baxter.



Free Lance, 1878, a « society » weekly, started and edited by J. D. Wickham. Afterwards merged in


The 
Observer, started in September, 1880, by A. S. Rathbone. Has several times changed hands, and is now published by Kelly and Baulf.



Labor Advocate, 1880, published by George Trist, proprietor.



New Zealand Muse, Francis Octavien Cailliau, proprietor, 1880. In French and English. Printed by Albin Villeval.



Freeman's Journal, weekly. Irish Land League organ, established in 1880, and lasted about seven years. Succeeded in 1887 by the






Advocate, which died after lingering for a few months.



Labour, a weekly, 1884-5, succeeded by 
The Watchman, 1885-6.



Telephone (evening paper), started by M. Morris, and after a very brief existence incorporated with the



Auckland Evening Bell. This was another capitalist speculation, Mr S. Jagger, a wealthy brewer, being the chief shareholder. Edited by G. M. Reed; started 12th May, 1885. After a three years' struggle, and a loss of £10,000, it succumbed.



Little Pink 'Un, 1885. A sporting organ. Died in infancy.



Truth, 1885. Published by H. J. Hughes and Henry Tyes.



Newtown Bulletin. Started by David Geddis, 1885-88.



Spectator. Started in 1885 by N. Forde (now of N.S.W.) and W. H. Romayne. Perished in its first year.



Waitemata Messenger. Started in 1886 by G. E. Alderton. Only lived a few weeks.



Newton Echo, a miserably-printed and edited weekly sheet, started by Morgan Morris. Only a few numbers appeared.



Rationalist, freethought weekly. Started in 1886 by a joint-stock company. Printed by F. Christmas, and edited by « Ivo » (Mr Evison, now editor of the 
Catholic Times.) The paper lasted for a year, but the shareholders' troubles continued a considerable time after, while its affairs were being wound up by the Supreme Court.


The 
Leader, weekly. Started in 1886 by a company as a temperance and evangelical organ. It is now in private hands, conducted by Mr D. J. Wright, and edited by Mr Ewington. It also took up the championship of « single-tax, » hut has been relieved of that department lately by its monthly off-shoot,



Justice, monthly, a labor paper, and organ of the Anti-Poverty Society.


The 
Sporting Review, started a few months ago, printed and edited by Mr H. Hayr, is still in the land of the living.


The 
Tribune, a weekly, (?Nihilist), started on the 18th October, is the latest. It is edited by Mr Arthur Desmond, and undertakes to smash everything. The smash is probably not very far off.






Typo: A Monthly Newspaper and Literary Review, Volume 4

[trade dispatches]




Mr Bates, the proprietor of the Opotiki 
Herald, who has scarcely published an issue of his paper for the past two years withont an attack upon Mr Wills, the local Church of England clergyman, has at last been charged with criminal libel, and committed for trial. The case is to be tried in Auckland.


Among the candidates for Parliament are Mr J. G. Fraser, editor of the 
Southern Standard, for the Mataura district, and Mr A. W. Hogg, of the Wairarapa 
Star, for Masterton. Mr Hogg was a candidate at the last general election, when he was badly beaten. He advocates a « merciless tax on absentees, » and thinks that the Railway Commissioners are only fit for coalheavers. One of the electors suggested that he was « only fit for bacon, » which made Mr Hogg very angry. The two candidates for Wanganui are both journalists—Mr John Ballance, proprietor and editor of the 
Herald, who was leader of the opposition in the last Parliament; and Mr G. Carson, proprietor and editor of the senior paper, the 
Chronicle, who has been mayor of the borough and has always taken a prominent part in public affairs.
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Literature.



The Poet deals in truths, the Scientist in facts, and the experimentalist is inclined to disparage the man of insight. It would not be easy to name a triumph of science that has not been foreseen by literary genius. When the phonograph was invented, the most wonderful thing it disclosed was the fact that no one recognized his own voice. Only a few weeks ago an Italian tenor at Edison's listened to a number of solos repeated by the instrument—one of his own among the number. « Zat, » he said, « ees ze best zat I hear—who was ze artist? » and only the mirth of the company revealed to him that he had been admiring his own voice. Long since the Autocrat of the Breakfast Table wrote (chap. iii) « No man knows his own voice; many men do not know their own profiles. » And still more explicitly (chap, ix.)




—I wish you could hear my sister's voice,—said the schoolmistress.


If it is like yours it must be a pleasant one,—said I.


I never thought mine was anything,—said the schoolmistress.


How should you know?—said I. People never hear their own voices,—any more than they see their own faces. There is not even a looking-glass for the voice. Of course there is something audible to us when we speak; but that something is not our own voice as it is known to all our acquaintances. I think, if an image spoke to us in our own tones we should not know them in the least.—




—Thirty years later the « looking-glass for the voice » is an actual fact, and the truth of the poet's vision is demonstrated to the letter—though to the matter-of-fact mind his suggestion must have appeared simply absurd. When one reads Bacon's 
New Atlantis, the great marvel of the book is lost—so many of the things which he describes solely from the inner vision are familiar to us as elements in our daily life and work, that it is difficult to realise that they had no tangible existence in the author's time.


And here we have a clue to the imperishable quality—leaving sacred books out of the question—of the works of literary genius. They deal with things that being true are eternal, and therefore never out of date. The scientists might (though they do not) say:—






Our little systems have their day—



They have their day and cease to be.





Fifty years hence many of the accepted hypotheses of to-day will be out of date; and the scientific catchwords that embody the wisdom of the age will have gone the way of Phlogiston and Bathybius, and be the jest of the college-student; but the world will still prize 
The Voiceless and 
The Chambered Nautilus.


The 
Monthly Review for September opens with a florid article by Mr W. D. Burn on a recent volume of poems, « Unspoken Thoughts. » It would scarcely be fair to judge the whole book by Mr Burn's quotations, as the most outrageous passages seem to afford him the most delight; but sufficient is quoted to show the gross materialism of the work. It is something to be deplored when a writer possessing the poetic gift in a high degree should devote it to the advocacy of the pagan ethics of Tolstoi and Ibsen. The thoughts to which the reader is introduced in this article had better have remained « unspoken. » —Mr Gudgeon writes an interesting chapter on Maori Longevity, and continues the subject of supposed Prehistoric Inhabitants.—Mr Helliwell writes an able, but somewhat diffuse article, on Compensation as a Principle. The particular compensation is that sought by licence-holders when a renewal is refused; and the author takes the line that no other class in the community have such claims allowed, or even dream of making them.—Mr R. H. Gibson has a chapter on Mourning Customs, as the outcome of the particular views held regarding a future existence.—Mr Junor writes on the Modifications of Organisms, his object being to challenge the suggestion in a late work by Mr David Syme, that « the directing power in every instance must proceed from the organism itself, the external conditions being only the occasion for, and not the cause of the variations. » All Mr Junor's quills are at once erected. He « submits » that « the directing power of existence and the factor of all its perambulations, combinations, and variations, is the active principle of 
motion. » Having thus left the subject where he found it, he calls into his support « a contemporary critic, » who makes the suggestion that « apparent acts of discrimination and contrivance » are « in reality governed by non-intelligent forces, » as the magnet selects iron-filings and rejects brass. Mr Junor's article certainly throws no light on the subject; but he is about to publish an essay revealing the Law of Universal Existence, in which he will explain the source of creation or its first principle. We are obliged to add, however, that Mr J. candidly admits that his theory leaves « an unincluded residuum, » and that though he is prepared to show that all things are the result of the Principle of Unequal Motion, it is impossible to explain how this principle primarily originated! Until he can include the residuum—which he treats as of such little consequence—his Law of Universal Existence will be about as sound as Don Quixote's pasteboard visor. These dreadful « unincluded residuums »! The schoolboy smarts for them when his figures fail to balance—the perpetual motion theorist finds them continually interfering with the perpetual action of his model. If Mr Junor would have his theory accepted—or even have his book read—he must leave no unincluded residuum. He has adjusted the universe on the elephant's back—he has thoughtfully provided a tortoise to support the elephant—and he appears to regard it as the height of impertinence to ask him to do more. The Irrepressible Questioner wants to know what the tortoise stands upon. Mr J. in effect replies: I have reduced the problem of unlimited extension to an area of 3 × 2 feet—an Unincluded Residuum so small that it is not worth taking into account; and for all practical purposes my theory is complete.— The usual reports of the Philosophical Society's meetings are given; there is a little original poem—good verse, but somewhat fictitious in sentiment, entitled « Renunciation, » and some extraordinary doggrel about a picnic. The latter would have infallibly been waste-basketted in a newspaper office, and it is not without surprise that we find it in the grave pages of the 
Review.


The oldest printed book in Germany has lately been acquired by the royal library in Berlin. It is an early edition of the Chinese art treasury, « Po-ku-t'u-lu, » printed from metal blocks, and dating from 1300-1303. The impression, both of text and illustrations, is beautifully clear and distinct.
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Our Exchanges.



An interesting discusssion has taken place in the 
Effective Advertiser as to the origin of the word 
flong. The paper process of stereotyping is of very recent growth, and originated in France; and the common explanation of the word is that it is derived from a soft thin cake (Meadows, by the way, calls it « custard » ) sold in Paris under the name of 
flan, and to which the softened blotting-paper bears an absurd resemblance. In the August 
Advertiser a contributor wrote: « 
Flong is an obsolete word in ordinary language, but was once the imperfect participle of the word 
fling (we now say 
flung). The old Swedish word for fling is 
flenga, to beat, to strike; the Ice-landish word for fling is 
flengia, to hurl, to send, and is related to the Latin 
filgere, to strike down. So it is called flong, we apprehend, because it is flung on the face of the type, and stricken and beaten down with the brush, as the foundryman takes his mould. » This very ingenious but improbable derivation is suggestive of Tooke's 
Diversions of Purley, in which substantives are systematically traced to past participles. (In fact, this very form comes under Tooke's consideration, and he quotes five passages, from Chaucer, Spencer, and Shakspeare, in which 
flong and 
flonge are used for 
flung.)—In the September issue, « One who served his time to plaster and French processes, » writes: « The paper process was first brought to England and worked by Frenchmen. What is more likely than that, when asking for material to make a mould, they should use their own word for blotting or unsized paper—
fluant (pronounced 'fluong,' although Parisians, which these men probably were, would pronounce it as we do, 'flong')? » —We think that this correspondent has suggested the true etymology.


The first two numbers (August and September) of vol. iv of the 
American Art Printer have reached us. We are glad to see that this high-class trade paper is now published monthly. The first number opens with a very fine half-tone engraving, « Winter Evening, » etched on copper. The recent discovery by which relief-blocks are etched on hitherto intractable metals is of immense importance in art-illustration. The portrait of the Rev. W. Colenso, issued by us in the present year, is an example. The landscape before us is equal to the most delicate steel-plate work, and possesses a firmness that is never present in zinc, which has always a more or less rotten or ragged appearance about the lines. In the same issue there is a capital portrait in rule of Horace Greeley, by Fred. B. Crewe, of the New York 
World. The portrait is an excellent sketch—every line tells; and no less remarkable is the characteristic autograph at the foot—also wrought in brass-rule. Mr. Crewe is an artist in rule-bending. In the September number there is a capital etching (also on copper), of a large ape, who has got hold of a litter of four bull-puppies, one in each hand, and is nearly strangling the little wretches. The mother, who has apparently heard their cries, is just appearing round the corner at « the double. »


In rule-work French compositors are far ahead of all competitors. We have already noted several admirable specimens: the latest we have seen is in the 
Inland Printer for August. It is a photo-reduction of a piece of work by R. Marmier, 90, Rue Ober Kampf, Paris. It represents a ship of an old-fashioned type, in full sail, on the high and broad stem of which appears the name 
Le Gutenberg. The sketch is in good drawing, free, and spirited.


Somebody in the 
Union Printer writes of the compositor's eyesight as « that most valuable adjunct to our business. »


We have to acknowledge receipt of the 
Australasian Shorthand Journal for August (vol. i., No. 7 of the new series). It contains sixteen octavo pages, one-half in ordinary typography, and one-half in shorthand. It contains many interesting press items, and is neatly printed. Messrs Stott and Hoare, Temple Court, Collins-street, Melbourne, and Victoria Arcade, Castlereagh-street, Sydney, are the publishers.
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Trade Lists and Samples.


Conradi and Co., 3, Liesen-street, Berlin, N.—Samples of envelopes, varied tints and sizes.


From Carl Kempe, Nürnberg, we have two catalogues of stereo and electro machinery and appliances, comprising every requisite; also a number of sample sheets of his ready-made flong. We have also a copy of his excellent periodical 
Der Stereotypeur, which is printed in German and English.


From M. Gustave Mayeur, typefounder, Paris, we have a very neat pocket-calendar for 1891, worked in five colours, and displaying several of the house's original ornaments in combination. Among these we note a « ragged-edge » border very like that of the Cleveland Foundry, but smaller in design. Across the whole is a Japanese fan in rule-work and tint. The composition is by Mons. L. Saling, whose abilities in display and specimen work we have noticed on a former occasion.
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A Christchurch firm recently received by mail from a customer the half of a £1 note, with an accompanying memorandum stating that for safety he would « remit the balance in stamps!»


Mr J. DeCosta, president of the Gisborne Phonographic Society, has resigned. He has been eight years in the one town, and has made up his mind to travel. The Society accepted his resignation with regret, and with many expressions of good will.


The 
Gisborne Standard satirises the committee that organized the Eight Hours' Demonstration in Auckland for calling for tenders from the various bands to supply the music. It says, « Music by contract will be a pretty sarcasm on the cause of Labor. »


The oldest printer in Ohio is Walsh C. Wolf, who still makes a good « doc » every week on the 
Standard. He is 82 years old, and has worked on the paper from its first number. He entered the Baltimore 
Gazette office at the age of sixteen, and has worked steadily at case for sixty-five years.


We have received a finely-printed programme, four pages quarto, in blue and gold, printed at the Napier 
Telegraph office, for the consecration of a Masonic Hall. Napier has for years past been quite abreast of the big cities in the matter of high-class printing, and the specimen before us does credit both to Mr. W. Timperley, in charge of the job-room, and to the machinist.


Sir Henry Parkes (says the 
Shorthand Journal) is the most lucid speaker in the N.S.W. Assembly, and gives the reporters the least trouble. He has the calm deliberative philosophical style of a statesman always anxious to weigh his words and speak by the card. The consequence is, that he is nearly always faithfully and accurately reported. Sir Henry's speeches, like those of Mr. Gladstone and the late John Bright, give the pressmen no embarassment in writing out.


Mr Hogg, a candidate for Masterton, whose decalogue is briefly comprised in the new commandment, « Thou shalt hold no land, » is the latest newspaper man who has been tripped in over his Scripture references. In a speech at Woodville he said that if the sons of Noah had « inherited » the characteristics of certain North Island settlers « they would have divided the whole world between them. » Upon which the 
Telegraph quietly remarks: « It may be news to Mr Hogg to learn that this is exactly what the sons of Noah did. »


Napier and West Coast comps will read the following item from the 
Australian Shorthand Journal with interest:— « Mr. Schulstad, until recently on the reporting staff of the Sydney 
Daily Telegraph, has been appointed shorthand writer in the Justice Department, at a satisfactory salary, and with good prospects. It may be said of Mr. Schulstad that, like William of Deloraine, he was 'good at need,' and prepared at a moment's notice for any thing, from a cock-fight to a coronation. His talents will be somewhat buried in the monotonous routine of a Government office. »


A correspondent writes: « A type-setting contest for one hour between two members of the Wellington 
Evening Post companionship—Messrs. J. W. Kilner and C. Curry—came off a few days ago, with the result that the former « put up » sixty-five lines of minion (12½ ems), and the latter fifty-nine lines. After making deductions for corrections, Mr. Kilner's total was brought down to sixty-two lines (2,666 ens), and Mr. Curry's to fifty-eight (2,494 ens). When it is taken into consideration that the copy was an average Letter to the Editor, the performance is an exceedingly good one. Messrs. J. Rapley and A. Clark acted as judges, and Mr. F. C. Millar as referee. It is only fair to state that Mr. Curry is assistant maker-up on the paper, and is therefore a little out of practice. »


In the N.S.W. Legislative Assembly on 1st October (says the 
Shorthand Journal), Mr. Torpy presented a type-written petition. The Speaker said that the standing orders provided that all petitions should be in writing, and that they should not be printed or lithographed. He should have to rule that this particular petition was not in writing, and that type-writing was a form of printing. Mr. Dibbs said that when the standing orders were drawn up, type-writing was not invented. There would obviously be many conveniencies if documents of this character could be type-written. He should like to move, with concurrence, that the petition should be received in type-writing, with a view to its being taken as a precedent for the future. The Speaker said that a difficulty might subsequently arise through such improvements being made in type-writing that it would be difficult, if not impossible, to distinguish it from printed matter. Sir Henry Parkes: « I object. » The petition was not received.





Mrs Miller, wife of the Governor of North Dakota, dropped into the office of a newspaper at Dryden, N.Y., recently, and set a couple of stickfuls of matter, as a reminder of the old days when she was a compositor in that office and the Governor was « making up » to her.


Mr E. A. Haggen, the proprietor of the Woodville 
Examiner, announces in his issue of the 7th inst., that he has introduced the co-operative or « profit-sharing » system. The workmen take no risk, and no deduction is made from standard wages; but at the annual balancing each receives a share of the profits as a bonus. We record the fact with pleasure, as we hold that it is in this direction that the solution of the labor difficulty will ultimately be found. And in the second place, we regard it as a particularly hopeful sign that any newspaper in this colony finds that it has any profits to share.


It is small business to make merry over a mere « literal, » when it gives no unintended or comic meaning to the sentence. A contemporary—noted for its own slovenly reading—asked if « The meeting then adsournek, » in its rival's report, was English. Curiously enough, the critic's paragraph also contained two literals in one word. And in another column, in the same issue, appeared the phrase 
gorma pauperis. The second word will be recognized as Latin, but, as the immortal Mr Peggotty would say, we are « gormed » if we know what language the other is!


The Dunedin dailies, in view of the great number of parliamentary candidates, have adopted a kind of « closure. » They both make the following announcement:—



Election Speeches.—Local candidates for election to Parliament are notified that a report of each candidate's first speech to the electors, not exceeding two columns, will be given in the—, and if they wish subsequent speeches to be fully reported, arrangements must be made for same with the manager.


It is quite time that such a step was taken, and we expect that the good example will be pretty generally followed in future. No candidate can complain of unfairness in this system—all are on the same footing; and if they are not able to « strike ile » in two columns, so much the worse. As polling-day approaches the strife waxes fast and furious, and with seven or eight candidates spouting nightly the expense of reporting all their verbosity would be too much for the wealthiest paper in the colony. Nor has the man who is rich enough to pay for a report every day the slightest advantage. If he thinks his much speaking will help him, he will be greatly mistaken. The last few sessions have made the electors realize more than ever before that the business of the country is neglected for the sake of talk, and there is no representative so much in request as the man who has the priceless gift of silence.
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Obituary.


The Mount Ida 
Chronicle reports the death, on the 25th November, at the early age of 19, of Mr J. Allan. He served his apprenticship in the Dunstan 
Times office, after which he purchased an interest in the unlucky Nenthorn 
Recorder. The cause of death was typhoid, contracted at Nenthorn.


In August last died, at the good old age of 98, Thomas Goddard, father of the wellknown English pianist Madame Arabella Goddard.
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Design in Typography. 
Sundry Ribbons.



XLVIII.




Zigzag, curved, and scrolled designs, have all been tried as variations on simple Ribbon designed some seventeen or eighteen years ago by Mr Pecliey. We have traced these various developments, and illus-trated them very fully, and have described every important Ribbon combination that has appeared up to the present date. In the present article, and before going on with the next general section of our subject, we intend briefly mentioning several other designs of the same class. First, we would note the « Helvetian, » an ornamental


[image: ]
letter with scroll borders, brought out in England by Reed, and (so far as we know) an original production of the foundly. The letter is cast in three sizes, and each size has two borders to correspond. Each border has corners on its own body, and is provided with turn-down corner and scroll end-pieces. The junctions are masked by breaks at regular intervals extending through the whole pattern—an old device in running borders, and one which we do not admire. The type may be used without the scroll, and the scroll apart from the type. We are not able to fix the precise date when it appeared: it was earlier than some of those already described. It fills only a minor place in this class of designs. The end-pieces being cast in one piece, corresponding with the body of the letter, the scroll cannot be widened.


We must not pass over the single Ribbon design (the Zigzag and Elliptical are variations, exhibiting considerable originality) of the Johnson Foundry, Border 96, §2, though we reviewed this combination in our first volume, at the time it appeared. To compose it is said to be « as easy as to roll off a log »; and this seems to be its chief recommendation. It is weak, straggling, stiff, and ungraceful. Its best feature is that, as the top and bottom lines correspond, all the characters are reversible.


Among the simpler ribbon forms is that known as the « Streamer, » brought out about ten years ago, by Zeese, of Chicago. It contains only three characters—two end-pieces and a centre, and is intended to be used with curved brass-rule. A specimen of one of the smaller sizes appears at the head of this page. It may be used with or without the centre, and two centres, if a duplicate is obtained, may be used as end-pieces. It is made in four sizes. In the largest, the end-pieces are 9 ems deep, and in the smallest, about 3½. The largest admits a line of nearly 8 ems; the smallest, of 3.


Lastly we would note the two series brought out in 1887 by the Manhattan Foundry, New York, under the name of « Baker Rule Ornaments. » These differ from other ribbons in being almost in pure outline, little attempt at shading being made. They are reversible, the top and bottom rules being of the same face. The first series is cast to correspond with a 10-to-pica-faced rule on 3-point body, and


[image: ]
contains 69 characters, a few of which we show. In ordinary single-color work it is stiff and ineffective; but striking effects have been produced with its aid in connexion with colors and tints. It is in fact chiefly used as an adjunct to rule, in those patterns which are the delight of American printers, and in which it saves endless trouble in rule-shaping and bending. Series No. 2, adapted to light-faced rule, also contains 69 characters, but bears only a general resemblance to the first series.


We have now come to the end of the section devoted to Ribbon and Scroll Designs. From these, by a natural process of evolution, were developed various Banner and Drapery combinations, which will next come under consideration.
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Mr Main's article in the Auckland press (reprinted in our last), has led to correspondence in the Auckland papers, in which further details are given. Some of the author's statements, which were challenged as incorrect, he has verified by reference to authorities. Several dates given approximately or erroneously we ourselves might have ascertained by a day's research in the magnificent Assembly Library—but we had not the day!


The death-roll of 1890 has not been exceptionally heavy as regards distinguished names in art, science, and literature. The Craft has sustained a heavy loss in William Blades—the genial printer and essayist, deeply learned in all that concerned his art—its invention, its antiquities, and its history. Mr R. Clay, of the noted Bread-street Hill firm, and Mr John Parsons, printer of the 
Graphic, have also passed away. In journalism there are the names of Edward Baines, Edward Lloyd, Lydia Becker, and John Boyle O'Reilly—the latter a genius, who might have gained more than a narrow local reputation had he not given to a party what was meant for mankind. In type-founding circles, John Blair, Robert Lindsay, and C. Morton are gone; and in allied arts have been recorded the deaths of H. Hagemann, the inventor of matrix-stamping machines, and Andrew Campbell, the noted press-manufacturer. Among publishers, there is the name of Robert Farran. Charles Edward Mudie, the founder of the great circulating library that bears his name, died on the 28th October, at the age of 72. In the literary world a great blank has been caused by the removal of four illustrious churchmen—Dr Döllinger, Canon Liddon, Dean Church, and Cardinal Newman. Not one of these filled a more influential place in the religious world or was more deeply regretted than Mrs Booth—a noble and gifted woman, whose writings were always of a high order, and constitute almost all that can be called literature in the immense mass of publications issued by the Salvation Army. Ashe, the Cheshire poet, Waugh, the Lancashire poet, both well beloved of the people, Westland Marston (« Philip, my King » ), and the aged Andrew Young, whose hymn « The Happy Land » is the most popular lyric in the world, are among the departed poets. Charles Pardon, author of works on chess and other games, J. F. Smith, contributor to penny numbers, and the most popular author of his time, J. M. Morton, of the evergreen « Box and Cox, » and Boucicault, king of melodrama, are also on the roll. French literature has lost Alphonse Karr and Alexander Chatrian. In art, the places of Matt Morgan, the brilliant cartoonist, Roehm, the eminent sculptor, Alice Havers, the charming artist, and A. H. Wallis, one of the fine old group of engravers who flourished in the early years of the century, are vacant. Sir Richard Burton, traveller, linguist, author, and poet, has passed away; and the roll closes, as the year goes out, with the name of Schliemann, the archæologist, 
whose books are more fascinating than any romance. In the colonies a number of useful and hardworking journalists have passed away; but we do not recal any name of distinguished eminence.
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Our Correspondents.



Wellington,
 26 December, 1890.




The event of the month has been the general election on the 5th. Pressmen came forward in many districts, and with varying success. In Wanganui it was, as on last occasion, a pitched battle between the rival editors and proprietors—Mr John Ballance, of the 
Herald, and Mr Gilbert Carson, of the 
Chronicle. Mr Ballance was successful; but his adversary ran him close. The result must have been a surprise to the leader of the Opposition, and seems to show that his popularity in his own district is on the decline. Three years ago Mr Carson was nowhere. A comparison of figures is interesting:







	

	1887.

	1890.





	Ballance

	865

	807





	Carson

	430

	780





	Majority

	—435

	—27!






Better luck next time, Mr Carson! The way in which the Opposition candidates have been careful to repudiate allegiance to their leader is significant. Mr Hogg, editor and proprietor of the Wairarapa 
Star, is the elect of Masterton. He was so hopelessly beaten last time by Mr Beetham that that gentleman's supporters took things too easily, and between four and five hundred votes were unaccounted for. The Knights of Labor quietly blocked for Mr Hogg, who was elected by a majority of 23. He is opposed to the Government, but distinctly repudiates Mr Ballance. The new leader must be a « strong » man—a new man—a statesman—a land-reformer, &c, &c. Ahem! « Letters four do form his name. » Mr Fisher's association with the press is a thing of the past. Last session he had the bad taste to make statements about the private financial affairs of two of the Wellington papers, which he was compelled to withdraw. His coarse attacks on Mr Wakefield and Mr Hawkins, too, are still remembered. Not one important newspaper in the colony had a word to say in his favor, yet he headed the poll for the city. The influence of the press in the present election seems to have been very slight. Other pressmen were, Mr Fred Pirani, who made a good fight for Palmerston North under the single-tax standard, and had the Knights of Labor behind him; but was beaten by the late member, Mr J. G. Wilson. Mr W. L. Bees, one of the Auckland city representatives, is a literary man of considerable reputation. In his varied career he has played many parts, that of journalist among the number. In the South Island, Mr Carncross, the new member for Taieri, has been for some years engaged in journalism, and is proprietor of the local 
Advocate. Mr J. G. Fraser, who unsuccessfully opposed the Hon. G. F. Richardson, Minister for Lands, at Mataura, is proprietor of the local 
Standard. Mr Feldwick, proprietor of the Invercargill 
News, and late member, found himself this time at the foot of the poll. Mr W.Hutchison, one of the labor candidates for Dunedin, was in the House of 1876, and is an old journalist. He is a native of Morayshire, and followed the profession in Scotland and Ireland. He came to New Zealand in 1866, and joined the staff of the 
Southern Cross, afterwards becoming the proprietor of the Wanganui 
Chronicle, and mayor of Wanganui. On removing to Wellington he started the 
Tribune, on which he lost heavily. He was five times elected mayor of the city, besides representing it in the House and Provincial Council, and filling other important public positions. In 1884 he removed to Dunedin, and at the last general election was defeated at Roslyn. He is a man of high principle and integrity, and an important accession to the labor party. There has never been so great and sweeping a change at a general election. The Ministry have not a clear majority; the Opposition are a still smaller party, and are divided. The labor candidates form a third party, and if they unite, the balance of power lies with them. But they are also greatly divided. Several genuine working men have been returned, some of whom will most likely make their mark. Mr David Pinkerton, shoemaker, one of the Dunedin representatives, president of the Trades and Labor Council, seems to be one of the right stamp: a thirty years' resident, and generally respected. Mr Tanner, bootmaker (Heathcote), a young Northampton man, is under the serious disadvantage of being a New Chum. Only three years in the colony, and M.H.R.! That is not only what may happen, but what 
has happened, to a working bootmaker in New Zealand. The victory of Mr William Earnshaw over the veteran Larnach (Peninsula) will be very popular. Mr Larnach's overbearing and offensive manner is such that his return three years was a surprise. « Kennel up, you curs! "was his celebrated retort to some noisy electors, and a majority of the constituency did their best to justify the epithet by returning him. His libel action against the Auckland 
Herald made him unpopular in press circles. How he took his defeat is thus described by a corrrespondent of an up-country paper: « All it wanted was the spark to set him aflame, and that very soon came in the shape of a stinging remark from one of the crowd. Then the Hon. J. M. Larnach let himself out in his best and most robust style. He has, when he likes, a very striking way of giving expression to his opinions, and on this occasion he fired off into the yelling crowd every shot in his vituperative armoury. The 'kennel up ye curs' incident was Christian politeness compared to the present occasion. He fired off his 'big, big d's' and snapped his fingers at them, and pitched unionism and all its iniquities to eternal perdition, and went for everybody and everything baldheaded. » Mr Earnshaw is a brass-finisher, a Manchester man, in his 38th year. He has has had American experience, including a public discussion in San Francisco with « Sand-lot » Kearney. He has been twelve years in the colony—long enough for an intelligent man to know something of its affairs. Mr Kelly, who displaced Mr Feldwick at Invercargill, is distinctly a labor candidate. He is described as a « tailor by trade, » of somewhat limited education. He has held the position of councillor of the borough; but owes his election to the combined efforts of the Trades and Labor Council and the Bailway Servants' Society, with both of which bodies he was connected. The result of the Port Chalmers election was very significant. The duel was between J. Mills, the manager of the Union Steamship Company, and W. J. Millar, the redoubtable Maritime Council secretary. If labor had any lingering confidence in Mr Millar, it could have returned him by four to one. Instead of this, the numbers were, Mills, 874; Millar, 645. It is clear that the labor question—the only one really before the country on this occasion will occupy much of the time of next session; and the party would have done well to have sent such self-appointed champions as Fish, Fisher, Joyce, Seddon, Taylor, and Dick Beeves, of Inangahua (who only slipped in by one vote), to the right-about. The return of Dawson, of Dunedin, Fish's nominee, is another huge mistake on their part. Some of the « Conservative » papers are sneering at the election of tailors, shoemakers, and brass-finishers. I am sorry that more of this stamp were not returned. A working-man is quite as likely to be honest and free from class prejudice as an employer; and it is chiefly owing to unworthy jealousy on the part of fellow-workmen that such men have so little chance. For one genuine working man returned on the labor-ticket there are at least three self-seeking adventurers, with a long record of broken pledges. « I never take character into account in giving my vote, » said a fellow-workman to me: « l go for the smartest man. » And far too many « smarts » men are in, whose smartness will cause their constituents to smart before the next dissolution.


The 5th of December, the polling-day, was observed as a half-holiday by the staff of Messrs Lyon and Blair in celebration of the completion of the fiftieth year of the business, which was established in 1840 by the late Mr William Lyon. According to the Wellington papers no other firm in New Zealand has been so long is existence. The staff had also a pleasant surprise for Mr C. H. Chatwin, who has for the past sixteen years held the position of overseer of the composing-room, and presented him with a handsomely-illuminated address, the work of Mr Boss. A few days later, another pleasant ceremony took place, when Mr Chatwin, on behalf and in presence of the staff, presented the proprietor, Mr J. E. Blair, with an office-desk and an illuminated address. Mr Chatwin remarked that it was no ordinary occasion thus commemorated—in fact it was, he believed, unique. No other firm in New Zealand could date its existence from the foundation of the colony, and show, like this one, an unbroken record of fifty years. Mr Blair, in responding, said that he deeply felt the kindness and goodwill of which this gift was the expression. His object in conducting his business had always been to conserve the interests of those in his service equally with his own. The long existence and prosperity of the firm must be regarded from two sides— that of the staff as well as of the employer. In these times of unrest and feverish desire for change, the quality of stability, to which Mr Chatwin had referred, was not only gratifying, but rare.—The address was illuminated by Mr H. Parsons, of the engraving department, and the handsome inlaid frame, made up of thirty ornamental woods, was constructed by Mr J. C. Swallow, of the warehouse department.


On Christmas eve, Mr W. F. Boydhouse, of the 
Evening Press, had a pleasant surprise. He was called into the composing-room, and found all hands round the stone. Mr W. Price, on behalf of the staff, then presented him with a handsome set of silver napkin-rings as a token of the respect and esteem in which he was held by all hands.


I am sorry to record the death, at the advanced age of 84, of Mr S. D. Parnell, the venerable initiator of the eight-hours' movement. He died on the 17th inst., and was accorded a public funeral on Saturday, the 20th. There was a very large and representative attendance. He lived to see the triumph of the ideal reform of his youth; and the jubilee demonstration in his honor on the 29th October last was a source of much gratification to the old man, who will henceforth be known as the humble originator of a mighty reform.
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Confessions of a Book-Fiend.



Eleven years have passed since the occurrence of the events that I am about to relate; but their memory is is still only too vivid. And paragraphs in the daily press lately narrating the rough usage accorded to certain book-canvassers, with the half-jesting criticisms of the « Book-Fiend » and his ways, have revived recollections of the most painful experience of my life. Let me tell the story.


Things had not been prospering with me for some time. I had been nine months out of regular work, and there had been sickness in the family. My funds were low, I was gradually getting into debt, and my good wife and myself were sorely discouraged. It was at this period that my eye fell upon the following advertisement in the 
Evening Fog-Horn:


[image: ]
Under other circumstances I might have passed over the advertisement without notice; but now the big figures stared me in the face and seemed to fascinate me. My wife noticed my abstraction.


« What is it? » she asked.


I passed over to her the 
Fog-Horn, with my finger on the big « £6. » « I have no faith in it, » she said. « Unskilled people cannot earn anything of the kind in any business. I remember young Brown sending away thirty shillings for an 'outfit' in answer to an advertisement of this kind. What do you suppose he got in return?»


« I have no idea. »


« Half a dozen fret-saws—just roughened steel wire—with a little wooden frame, a sheet of patterns, and a printed circular making out that there was a fortune in amateur fret-cutting. He said he could have bought the lot at a toy-shop for sixpence. »


But the £6 to £8 a week haunted me—especially as I was scarcely earning as many shillings. So after some cogitation, I posted a letter to M.F., and in due course received a reply stating that it was an agency concern to which the advertisement referred, and that only persons of good abilities and education and high character could be engaged. It then made a number of inquiries, which I considered a little inquisitorial, and wound up by asking me to give two references as to character. I let this letter lie some days; but at length did all I was asked to do. After a week or two came a letter announcing that I had been chosen from numerous applicants in my district; that a certain defined « territory » had been allotted to me, and that by the s.s. 
Pandora a box had been shipped to my address. After paying sundry charges I received and opened the box. It contained sample copies of half-a-dozen big books in heavy and showy bindings, a diary, a large number of ruled forms, two or three copies of a pamphlet entitled 
The Book-Agent's Vade-Mecum, and some other literature of the same class. My wife now became aware of my appointment, and regarded it with what I thought a most unreasonable prejudice.


My letter of appointment referred me to the printed literature for all necessary instructions, and I turned to the 
Book-Agent's Vade Mecum first. It was an extraordinary work. It was issued by the Great Universe Publishing Company of California for the instruction of their canvassers, and was a treatise of several chapters. The first dilated on the lofty and ennobling mission of the man who diffused high-class literature through the community, and indicated what rare abilities he should possess. That he might be familiar with the results of many years' experience in the art of canvassing, the book was written. Then followed most minute and elaborate instructions. The traveller, on visiting a new locality, was first to obtain names of « prominent citizens. » He was next to privately ascertain their personal foibles and weaknesses. He was to ingratiate himself with the clergymen, making use of religious books for the purpose. They were to have these books at a large discount if they would give a written recommendation. Their signatures were, if possible, to be obtained. Then the local dignitaries were to be gained over, and afterwards the undistinguished multitude. No house must be passed over in the canvass. Instructions were given as to the precise mode of flattery adapted to each class of possible customer. Where the husband was absent, the wife was to be gained over. Direct flattery in such cases was not recommended; but in no case must the canvasser omit to praise the children, and to explain the immense value the book would be to them.


While I was reading these directions with very mingled feelings, my wife had picked up a smaller pamphlet, and began to read. « My dear, » she said, « what do you think of learning this lesson by rote? » and she read off volubly a quantity of that kind of « patter » with which some of you—who have been assailed by an active book-agent—are familiar. I found that each of the six books had its companion pamphlet, which the canvasser was strictly enjoined to commit to memory, and recite to all possible customers, holding the book in his hand and turning to the plates and pages indicated as he read.


I examined the books. They were got up expressly for canvassing, containing a selection of plates, a few specimen pages, and a number of sheets of writing paper ruled in columns for subscribers' names— the rest blank paper. The covers showed three kinds of binding— cloth, 25s.; leather, 35s.; morocco, gilt, £2 2s. The books were:— 
The Christian's Complete Exponent of Holy Scripture; Lives of Celebrated Murderers; The Marvels of Astronomy; Earth, Air, and Sea, or Terrestrial Wonders; The Human Family; Our Great Country. It was explained that all tastes would be suited in this collection; that any person taking the lot would have such a varied library that he would probably never buy a book again, and that each work was so beautifully illustrated, and so edifying, as to be irresistible to any person of taste. I was, however, recommended not to bring the 
Celebrated Murderers too prominently under the notice of the parsons whose good offices I desired.


Looking over the sample pictures and text, I could not feel much enthusiasm in my new duties. I read a page or two of the stuff I was directed to commit to memory, and decided that I would do nothing of the kind. But having taken up the work, I would go through with it.


The ministers were not inclined to subscribe, but most of them good-naturedly gave me a written recommendation of the 
Christian's Complete Exponent. To one of them I made the publisher's proposal that he should put down his name, with a private understanding that he was not to be asked to take the book; but he looked so astonished and shocked at the suggestion that I never repeated it. And from that hour I recognized that no man could fulfil the instructions of the 
Vade Mecum and retain his self-respect. One clergyman, after carefully looking over the 
Exponent, told me 
his opinion. The book was self-contradictory, and absolutely valueless. It was not even the work of the professor whose name it bore on the title-page, having been outrageously garbled by an ignorant compiler.


For two months I wearily canvassed in town and country. I faithfully kept my diary written up, and posted the weekly schedule giving the results of my work. These were poor, and my principals told me so. They felt convinced that I had not committed to memory those invaluable little pamphlets, and that I was neglecting to act on the advice of the 
Vade Mecum. It was quite true. They told me of an 

exceptionally good agent who had done so. He was at Oamaru—a smaller « territory » than mine—and took three times as many orders.


At a country inn one day I found two men in the same line as myself, who at once recognized me as new to the work. We fraternised; but the tales of their villany in book-canvassing gave me a chill. One fellow had sold the same work to father, mother, and eldest daughter on a single order, and had been paid by all three. The other had been pushing a volume with French engravings of a rather startling kind, and narrated how he had worked one off on the servant-maid at the inn. He told her it was « all about the blessed St. Anthony »; and he said, « The girl paid me thirty-five shillings, thinking she was going to have a pictorial 
Lives of the Saints as big as a Family Bible. You should have seen her rage when she got the book! She tore it up and burnt it. She said the pictures were 'horrid,' and the Temptation of St. Anthony was the worst of all. »


Payment was to be on delivery; and my nine or ten weeks' work, with travelling expenses, had cost a good deal. The total result of my labors was an order-list representing ninety-three pounds, of which one-third was to be my share. I made up my order and sent it to Box 2879; for I could not go on further without some ready money. I received a somewhat cold reply—the more energetic agents had obtained so many subscribers that most of the works were out of stock, and I must await the next American mail-steamer.


Six weeks passed, and I received a letter informing me that the parcel had been shipped, and that the « invoice and other documents » had been sent to the local agency of the Associated Bank of Queensland. They had the pleasure of drawing upon me at sixty days for amount of invoice, £68 9s 8d, and commended their draft to my kind protection.


Sixty days! By extraordinary effort I might collect the money in the time. The same day a bank-messenger came with the bill, which I accepted, paying half-a-crown for the stamp. Then I went to the bank for the bill of lading. « But you have not given us your cheque, » said the official. « No, » I said; « I have just given a bill at sixty days. » « That, » he said, « is only a formality. Here are our printed instructions. We have to hold the goods till the money is paid. You can take up the bill now, less—let me see—two shillings and sevenpence discount.!»


I was thunderstruck. For the first time I fully realized for whose benefit book-agencies were organized. It was with a heavy heart that I told my wife the disastrous state of things. Sixty-eight pounds 1 We had not as many shillings in the house.


A fortnight passed. I began to think the sixty days would expire before I could obtain the cash; but I found an acquaintance who advanced the money for three months, at the very reasonable rate, under the circumstances, of eight per cent. In the meantime I had another shock.


Passing Benjamin Solomon's auction-mart, my eye fell on some gaudily-bound books. I went in and looked at them as they lay on the table. There were some fifty or sixty, in cloth, leather, and morocco; and to my consternation I recognized the familiar titles of the 
Complete Exponent, the 
Celebrated Murderers, and all the rest of the hateful names. Were the books mine? Had the bank dishonored my bill in anticipation, and put my property in a sale-room? Impossible.


« What are these? » I asked of the clerk, who seemed surprised at my sudden pallor and my evident dismay.


« Those? Unsold stock of a book-fiend at Oamaru. Got lots of orders, but people went back on 'em, and let him in for near a hundred pounds, I'm told. Found the whole South Island flooded with the stuff, and sent 'em here—about the only place where they hadn't been circulated. » I felt a cold chill as I realized what 
my prospects were.


« Are they sold? » I asked.


« They were to have been sold last Saturday; but the sale is put off to Saturday next. Fine chance for cheap literature. They'll average two or three shillings each. »


A desperate thought struck me. Should I buy the lot, and supply my subscribers from them, letting my own go? It was certainly against the agreement that my « territory » should be thus invaded.


But no—the books would not correspond with my orders.—Alas, there would have been enough and to spare.


An irresistible impulse led me to Mr Benjamin Solomon's mart on the day of the sale. I waited with but languid interest while he knocked down a quantity of second-hand furniture, a consignment of hams and cheeses, a number of fowls, a great quantity of oranges and bananas, and several tons of potatoes. So many odds and ends followed, that it seemed as if he would never come to the books. When he did, the comments of the assembly on book-agents generally, and their disparaging remarks on these publications in particular, cut me to the heart. The clerk's foreoast was verified. I saw a complete set of the six, in leather, knocked down at twelve-and-sixpence—a little more than one-third the price of a single volume. Other lots were sold lower still. The whole parcel—larger than mine—did not bring more than seven or eight pounds. Need I say that I was sick at heart when three days later I took to the bank £68 9s 8d—£65 of it borrowed money—to redeem the documents and clear my goods? I had not received a duplicate invoice, and had been unable to understand the total. I could not understand it now. For the books I had to pay £62—the « outfit, » —the precious 
Vade Mecum, &c.,— accounted for another pound; postages and other items wholly or partly fictitious made up another five—so much simple plunder.


My books unpacked, I went straight to find my first subscriber, who, without any pressing, had given his order for three books at two guineas each. « Jolly things for the children, » he said. He was a commission agent, advertising large sums of money to lend. His shutters were up; present address unknown—and the Official Assignee was engaged in investigating the state of his affairs.


At the close of the day I had delivered three books and collected £4 5s, the first returns from my speculation. One of these books was the 
Astronomy—the purchaser having ordered it because his son took a great interest in the science. Some of my subscribers were not to be found—others repudiated their orders—and I reached home greatly dispirited. My wife, I noticed, looked depressed, and on my asking the cause, handed me the 
Foy-Horn. In the correspondence column was a slashing attack on the 
Astronomy, by someone who had bought a copy at the sale. « The book, » he said, « is worse than worthless, and only exhibits the inconceivable ignorance of the compiler. The information is stolen, without the slightest acknowledgment, from a dozen authorities, and the bookmaker could not add ten words of his own to connect the paragraphs without blundering. Some of the information is sixty years out of date. » He gave numerous examples of the misleading nature of the work. On page 12, it was stated that Mars had no satellites, and on page 320 it appeared that the minor satellite of Mars revolved in about 7½ hours. Some of the diagrams were put in upside-down, several had wrong titles, and an illustration of a Fourth-of-July pyrotechnic display in the city of Washington did duty for « the meteoric shower of 14th November, 1867. » The editor took up the subject in a short article, headed « Fools and their Money. » And I had five copies still to deliver of that wretched book!


The two other works I had delivered were the 
Lives of Murderers. Acting upon a hint in my instructions, I had « placed » them at hotels. I refer to this work again merely to add that it was printed from worn-out plates, and that three male and two female portraits, repeated in rotation, represented some thirty criminals. The cuts were scarcely recognisable; but I found that one was really an old portrait of Charles Dickens, and another of the Czar Alexander, while a block of Mrs Beeeher Stowe (engraved about 1853, and representing a youthful face, with hair in ringlets), three times repeated, did duty for Lucrezia Borgia, Madeline Smith, and Constance Kent.


I scarcely managed to deliver another book in town. Women slammed their doors in my face, and one of my subscribers asked me if I thought him such a dashed fool as to pay two guineas for a book that he had seen sold at auction for three shillings. He could go now to Levison's second-hand store and buy as many as he wanted at four-and-sixpence each!


I held these people's written orders, and could no doubt have enforced my claims; but I felt as if I had obtained their signatures under false pretences. The 
Vade Mecum provided for the contingency 

of repudiation, as it did for all others. « The agent's golden rule, » it said, a « is this:—In canvassing, adopt the 
sauviter in modo; in collecting, the 
fortiter in re. » I scarcely need say that I was grievously deficient in the latter quality.


Disgusted with the town, I went on my country rounds. I had better success. But a good many of my subscribers could not be found; others had no money. I would not, under the circumstances, deliver the books—I might as well have done so, after all—but I found that the subscribers were all very indifferent as to whether they had them or not. I collected a fair proportion of the subscriptions; but the amount was largely swallowed up in expenses. And one dark night, between two country villages, I had the misfortune to mistake a ford. I struggled out of the river safely with my horse, but my clothes and a number of my books were spoiled, my order-book was lost, and I caught a cold from which I suffered for several months, and which caused me serious apprehension.


On my return I found awaiting me a sharp letter from my principals. They were astonished at my negligence in allowing the books to lie at the port more than three weeks, instead of obtaining and delivering them at once. They were greatly disappointed in me—I had the poorest record of any of their agents, and this was the crowning blunder. By my culpable neglect and gross inefficiency I had spoiled, so far as their publications were concerned, one of the most promising territories in the colony. And more to the same effect.


I never but once wrote and posted a letter in a thorough red-heat of anger; and that was on this occasion. I had nothing to fear from the Company, for 
their claim was satisfied, and I had no memory of any favors demanding my gratitude. Quite the contrary. So I « gave them a piece of my mind » in most unmistakeable terms. I hinted that their model agent at Oamaru had not, after all, made a grand success of the work. This was more of a home-thrust than I knew. I found afterwards that he had sent three orders in succession, and given as many bills. His first supply was more than sufficient, and having no funds, he allowed the second and third notes to be dishonored. The Company, who had discounted the bills, had to pay them, and they, not the agent, had placed the books in the hands of the auctioneer.


I have little more to add. The greater part of my time for five months was devoted to the work, more than half my stock was left on my hands, and was ultimately sold by auction at even lower rates than the former lot. I did not retain so much as a single volume to remind me of my experiences. My bill for the borrowed money of course could not be met. I managed to pay £5 on account, and renewed the balance. It was four years before that liability was cleared off, and I paid in interest upon it altogether £11 8s. I never made a detailed balance-sheet—I was too sick of the whole thing; but my wife reckoned up the matter, and found that in addition to my time, my loss had been over sixty pounds.


Such was my experience of a book-agency. I have come to the conclusion that no honest man can carry on the business on the lines laid down in the 
Vade Mecum. Craft, dissimulation, and actual falsehood are absolutely essential to effect the sale of the pretentious rubbish which forms the stock-in-trade of such institutions as the Great Universe Publishing Company. The whole business is a gigantic and shameless fraud. I have told my story that you may not lay the sole blame upon the unhappy « Book-fiend. » With all his cunning, he makes a very poor living. The hacks who compile the books with scissors and paste—one of them is said to have produced the copy of a great illustrated volume entitled 
History of the Religions of the World in ten days—are men who have failed in literature, and who drudge for the merest pittance. The enormous gains are annexed by the financial companies, who turn out this worthless literature in editions of from twenty to fifty thousand, and who systematically obtain the money of the public under false pretences.


The cause of typographic education is advancing in Belgium. A recent royal decree empowered the municipality of Brussels to make a subsidy of 2,720 francs (about 105 guineas) in favor of the professional typographic school established in that city.
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The Ribs and the Broken Leg.


Here is a story from the early seventies which has the merit of being true. The two veteran printers concerned are both in Wellington now—they were then in Canterbury. Mr W. Nation, of Christchurch, bought from Mr Haggett, of Timaru, some second-hand printing plant, including an old press which had seen much service, and was decidedly the worse for wear. When the bulk of the stuff was sent, part of the press remained behind. This was afterwards despatched, and Mr Haggett sent advice by wire as follows: « Ribs and broken leg by afternoon train. » The ghastly message sent an electric thrill of horror through the Christchurch telegraph office, and the mysterious document was privately shown to the Inspector of Police before delivery. At the appointed time Mr Nation repaired to the railway office, when he was touched on the shoulder by a constable, who « wanted to see thim ribs and that broken leg. » Mr Nation had some difficulty in repressing his emotion, but dissembled. With the air of a detected culprit he led the stern officer to the platform, and pointed out the fleshless ribs and fractured limb. The constable had nerved himself for a tragic spectacle, but was not prepared for the reality. It was too much, and he beat a rapid retreat.








Horribly Pedantic.


Dick was a devil in one of the old-time offices (let us say at Kaikiekie) where founts were limited; and he had his own way of making the most of them. The cap S, the periods, and the thick spaces, were always giving out; but the founder had thoughtfully supplied enough accents to set a column of French if required. There were two easygoing weeklies at Kaikiekie—the 
Free Press on Wednesdays, and the 
Independent on Saturdays; each annexed the other's shipping and police-court news for the half-week, as a matter of course, and most of the composition was done by boys. Dick never lost a chance of working in the accents. He was not content with 
bonâ fide and 
dépôt, but tried some original experiments with foreign proper names, and generally found them pass muster; though these innovations must sometimes have been a little startling to the readers of the 
Free Press. At last, however, he nearly got into a serious scrape. It happened that a Roman Catholic church was to be consecrated, and a missionary priest named Poupinet came by sea to take part in the ceremony. Dick set the passenger-list from the 
Independent, and could not pass so tempting a name without bringing in some of his favourite characters. What were all these accents for, if not to be used? Accordingly the visitor figured in the shipping list as « the Rev. 0. Poupinet. » The 
Independent devil had evidently noted this; and when Dick set up the departures the following week, he found « the Rev. 0. Poupinet » in the list, and followed copy. It so happened that the editor had some share in the 
Free Press, and on this occasion be noticed the singular appearance of the reverend gentleman's name. He came to the office, and demanded to know who had put in all those ridiculous accents. « There are three in one man's name, » he said, looking at the paper to refresh his memory— « a grave over the o, a circumflex i, and an acute e. It cannot possibly be right—who set it? » Dick acknowledged to have done it; « but, » said he, « it was that way in the 
Independent. » « Let me see it, » said the editor, « it's not much they trouble about accents over there. » The copy was produced. « Don't follow anything of that sort again, » he said, « or we'll be laughed at all over the town. Even if it's right—and I don't believe it is—it looks so horribly pedantic!»








A Poser.


This is a Chicago yarn, from the 
Union Printer. Harry, a 
Herald comp, is hard of hearing, and uses a pencil for his communications. The other day he handed his mate Jim a slip bearing the words, « Can you tell me where I can get a good drink of whisky for ten cents? » Jim (an authority on the subject), notes down the address of a saloon hard by. The slip is handed back with a second question: « Good. Now can you tell me where I can get the ten cents? » The rest was silence.








The Wager.


« Moxie » is another character on the Chicago 
Herald. He challenged the proof-reader's decision on a question of grammar, and the reader produced a $10 bill to back his opinion. Moxie fled, and returned to his dis, and finished his lift. Then he suddenly jumped off his stool, exclaiming: « By jove, I'll just take that bet, anyhow. Who'll lend me $10? » He didn't bet.
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Inventions, Processes, and Wrinkles.




To Work a Two-Color Job of 1000 in 1000 Impressions.—


Mr George Tombs, Christchurch, N.Z., contributes the following useful wrinkle:—Some years ago, an idea occurred to me in regard to color-printing, which I have never seen mentioned in any work on the subject. It is to print in two colors with one operation—yet that is not strictly correct. Let the proposition be, to print 10,000 demy quarto handbills, red, white, and blue, with 10,000 impressions of any ordinary printing-machine. Proceed in the usual manner, composing the job as for one color, and then dividing the matter into two pages, registering exactly with each other. Lock them up together thus:


[image: (1) (2)]
(1) (2)


Cut your paper to demy folio (5,000 sheets), and print them in red; clean up machine and form and change color to blue; transpose the pages, (2) and (1), and print your blue form; then cut in half, and you will have 5000 handbills red and blue, and 5000 blue and red, which, with the white paper, will give you the desired result—10,000 bills, red, white, and blue. The plan is thoroughly practicable, as I have proved on various occasions by adopting it myself. I have shown the results to several smart printers, and not one of them could tell how to do it.






To Accurately Reduce the Size of Types.—


In the better class of job-work, it is sometimes necessary to cut one or more types down from one body to a smaller one. As a rule, this is done either by whittling or filing, or both, and the result is inaccurate and unsatisfactory; the type is often battered or broken in the process, and the cut side is wedged, jagged, and uneven. 
Typo once had to reduce a number of brevier figures, with decimal points, to nonpareil, removing the beard, the object being to indicate at intervals, by the insertion of a brass-rule in a close column showing equation of time, the change from + to —, and 
vice versâ. After some trouble, we devised a plan which, without any special apparatus, enabled the work to be done without injury to the letter, and with absolute accuracy. Let it be required, for example, to reduce a 10-point type to 8-point, the character still maintaining the same relative position to the centre of the body. By the ordinary method, with knife or file, the comp might spoil a dozen letters, without succeeding in fulfilling the conditions. He can, however, readily do it in this manner. Take two brass-rules, quads, or other suitable pieces, to 9-point standard, and lay them on the middle-bar of the lower-case, with the 10-point type between them, nick upwards, the face of the letter (protected by a pad of blotting-paper) resting against the inner surface of the fore-edge of the case. The 10-point type will stand exactly 1 point above the gauges on each side. Keeping the three pieces close together, shave with a sharp knife or chisel, beginning a little above the middle, and cutting towards the face, care being exercised in shaving between the nicks. The 9-point guides will prevent the tool from sinking and jagging the metal, as is unavoidable in the usual method. Scrape or shave until the gauges begin to brighten—a sign that enough metal has been removed. Then reverse the letter, and shave from the middle to the foot in the same manner. By this means the type is quickly and neatly reduced to 9-point standard. Now take two 8-point gauges, turn the nick-side downwards, and repeat the operation. If care has been taken, there will be no batter on the face of the letter, not the slightest portion of metal will have been unnecessarily removed, and the type will be as square and smooth and true, and line as well as if originally cast to 8-point standard. The plan applies equally well in the ease of lateral reductions, as for monogram brands, &c., which can be as neatly cut as by the costly appliances of a rule-factory. Try our method once—and you will never again reduce a type by filing or whittling.






The Rogers Typograph.—


Mr William Smith, of Wellington, sends us a letter from a Toronto printer, enclosing a card with illustrations of the Rogers matrix machine—a compact little affair not much larger than a treadle sewing-machine—and of the clumps (Yankee, « slugs » ), each representing a line of type. A specimen of the work is also enclosed, which we should not have suspected to have been produced in any unusual manner. It has the appearance of work from new type, printed on uneven packing, without making-ready. Mr Smith's correspondent gives the following interesting account of the apparatus:—I have lately seen a new type-setting machine now on exhibition in this city: it is one of the type-casting variety. It is claimed that it will set as much as three average men, does away with wear in type, needs no distribution, and takes up no more room than an ordinary frame. But it has its limitations. It has no small caps, and no spaces smaller than 1/3-em, and I have heard that each machine sets only one measure; but this is denied, as they say that it will set any measure smaller than the standard news measure. I had only a short time to look at it, and thought it slow, but the operator said that was because he was new at it. It seems much like a type-writer in operation. Touching a key causes a wire to release one of a number of flat steels (like Yale-lock keys, only longer), which slides by its own weight along a wire, to a common centre in front of the machine, where it fills some office—the precise nature of which I could not find out—in the formation of the matrix. When enough of these have slid down to form a line, the operator, by keys, spaces it out, and then by turning the crank (to which power can be attached), metal, which is heated by a small gas-jet, is pumped into the matrix; the top rises up, like a type-writer, the flat steels all slide back to their places, and at the same time the line is ejected as a slug into the stick in front. We have just printed a post-card for them, a copy of which I enclose. You will see that the letters are not all the same height to paper—in fact, seem to be off their feet. It has been stated, with what truth I cannot say, that twenty of the machines have been sold in this city. I should not say « sold, » as they are only rented at $1 per day. One of our comps offered to bet the agent $25 that the machine could not set as much as two men. He was not taken. He then offered to bet $25 that he could set and space a line in less time than the machine. « We are not betting just now, » was the reply.






To Mount Photographs.—


The 
Bookbinder has some useful instructions on this subject. Never place a silver print on a white mount. The high lights are never pure white, and a brilliant white margin kills the half-tones. Choose the tint that seems to harmonize best with the subject. Be sure that the mounts are not made from wood-pulp. [To this we would add, shun cards that have any device or lettering in bronze. On the surface there are sure to be minute specks of the metal, each of which is likely in time to become the centre of a discolored spot.] The adhesive material used to attach the print cannot be too pure; and if stale, it is liable to ferment, to the complete destruction of the picture. Starch, which is used more than any other material, should be made fresh every day. Take a teaspoonful in a large cup, add cold water sufficient to break it up, but no more, pour on boiling water, stirring the while, till it is quite transparent; use when cold. If you use paste, take a teaspoonful of maize-flour; beat it well up in a teacupful of water till it is quite smooth and there are no lumps, place this in a porridge-saucepan 
(i.e., a double one), and let it boil, stirring continually; it will turn to a delightfully thin and transparent paste that will be easy to work with and very adhesive. If gelatine is used, it should be of the best quality. Dissolve half-an-ounce in a teacupful of water. It should be used hot. Several methods of mounting are in use; the following are among the best. (1) After trimming the print all around, moisten it slightly (the object being to have it limp, without stretching it), by placing it overnight between sheets of damp paper, and it will be about right next morning. Damp the mount, also slightly, paste your print very carefully all over, using no more paste than is just necessary, lay it carefully on the mount, cover it with a piece of clean paper and rub it down well, then place it between sheets of blotting-paper in a standing-press, and allow it to dry under pressure. It may perhaps be necessary to take it out of the press and change the blotting-paper. If this be done properly, the photograph and its mount will lie quite flat. (2) Paste the back of the print all over and allow it to dry. Damp the mount, lay the print on the damp mount, and pass them through the rolling-machine, or place them in the standing-press, under strong pressure, (3) Take a piece of lithographic-stone or a thick piece of glass; glue this all over with the gelatine; place the photographic print quickly down on the glued stone, rubbing it smartly all over; then pick it up and lay it on the mount. All these actions must be rapid, and if done properly by this method, a photograph may be easily mounted even on thin paper without cockling.
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To Work a Two-Color Job of 1000 in 1000 Impressions.—


Mr George Tombs, Christchurch, N.Z., contributes the following useful wrinkle:—Some years ago, an idea occurred to me in regard to color-printing, which I have never seen mentioned in any work on the subject. It is to print in two colors with one operation—yet that is not strictly correct. Let the proposition be, to print 10,000 demy quarto handbills, red, white, and blue, with 10,000 impressions of any ordinary printing-machine. Proceed in the usual manner, composing the job as for one color, and then dividing the matter into two pages, registering exactly with each other. Lock them up together thus:


[image: (1) (2)]
(1) (2)


Cut your paper to demy folio (5,000 sheets), and print them in red; clean up machine and form and change color to blue; transpose the pages, (2) and (1), and print your blue form; then cut in half, and you will have 5000 handbills red and blue, and 5000 blue and red, which, with the white paper, will give you the desired result—10,000 bills, red, white, and blue. The plan is thoroughly practicable, as I have proved on various occasions by adopting it myself. I have shown the results to several smart printers, and not one of them could tell how to do it.






Typo: A Monthly Newspaper and Literary Review, Volume 4

To Accurately Reduce the Size of Types.—




To Accurately Reduce the Size of Types.—


In the better class of job-work, it is sometimes necessary to cut one or more types down from one body to a smaller one. As a rule, this is done either by whittling or filing, or both, and the result is inaccurate and unsatisfactory; the type is often battered or broken in the process, and the cut side is wedged, jagged, and uneven. 
Typo once had to reduce a number of brevier figures, with decimal points, to nonpareil, removing the beard, the object being to indicate at intervals, by the insertion of a brass-rule in a close column showing equation of time, the change from + to —, and 
vice versâ. After some trouble, we devised a plan which, without any special apparatus, enabled the work to be done without injury to the letter, and with absolute accuracy. Let it be required, for example, to reduce a 10-point type to 8-point, the character still maintaining the same relative position to the centre of the body. By the ordinary method, with knife or file, the comp might spoil a dozen letters, without succeeding in fulfilling the conditions. He can, however, readily do it in this manner. Take two brass-rules, quads, or other suitable pieces, to 9-point standard, and lay them on the middle-bar of the lower-case, with the 10-point type between them, nick upwards, the face of the letter (protected by a pad of blotting-paper) resting against the inner surface of the fore-edge of the case. The 10-point type will stand exactly 1 point above the gauges on each side. Keeping the three pieces close together, shave with a sharp knife or chisel, beginning a little above the middle, and cutting towards the face, care being exercised in shaving between the nicks. The 9-point guides will prevent the tool from sinking and jagging the metal, as is unavoidable in the usual method. Scrape or shave until the gauges begin to brighten—a sign that enough metal has been removed. Then reverse the letter, and shave from the middle to the foot in the same manner. By this means the type is quickly and neatly reduced to 9-point standard. Now take two 8-point gauges, turn the nick-side downwards, and repeat the operation. If care has been taken, there will be no batter on the face of the letter, not the slightest portion of metal will have been unnecessarily removed, and the type will be as square and smooth and true, and line as well as if originally cast to 8-point standard. The plan applies equally well in the ease of lateral reductions, as for monogram brands, &c., which can be as neatly cut as by the costly appliances of a rule-factory. Try our method once—and you will never again reduce a type by filing or whittling.






Typo: A Monthly Newspaper and Literary Review, Volume 4

The Rogers Typograph.—




The Rogers Typograph.—


Mr William Smith, of Wellington, sends us a letter from a Toronto printer, enclosing a card with illustrations of the Rogers matrix machine—a compact little affair not much larger than a treadle sewing-machine—and of the clumps (Yankee, « slugs » ), each representing a line of type. A specimen of the work is also enclosed, which we should not have suspected to have been produced in any unusual manner. It has the appearance of work from new type, printed on uneven packing, without making-ready. Mr Smith's correspondent gives the following interesting account of the apparatus:—I have lately seen a new type-setting machine now on exhibition in this city: it is one of the type-casting variety. It is claimed that it will set as much as three average men, does away with wear in type, needs no distribution, and takes up no more room than an ordinary frame. But it has its limitations. It has no small caps, and no spaces smaller than 1/3-em, and I have heard that each machine sets only one measure; but this is denied, as they say that it will set any measure smaller than the standard news measure. I had only a short time to look at it, and thought it slow, but the operator said that was because he was new at it. It seems much like a type-writer in operation. Touching a key causes a wire to release one of a number of flat steels (like Yale-lock keys, only longer), which slides by its own weight along a wire, to a common centre in front of the machine, where it fills some office—the precise nature of which I could not find out—in the formation of the matrix. When enough of these have slid down to form a line, the operator, by keys, spaces it out, and then by turning the crank (to which power can be attached), metal, which is heated by a small gas-jet, is pumped into the matrix; the top rises up, like a type-writer, the flat steels all slide back to their places, and at the same time the line is ejected as a slug into the stick in front. We have just printed a post-card for them, a copy of which I enclose. You will see that the letters are not all the same height to paper—in fact, seem to be off their feet. It has been stated, with what truth I cannot say, that twenty of the machines have been sold in this city. I should not say « sold, » as they are only rented at $1 per day. One of our comps offered to bet the agent $25 that the machine could not set as much as two men. He was not taken. He then offered to bet $25 that he could set and space a line in less time than the machine. « We are not betting just now, » was the reply.
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To Mount Photographs.—


The 
Bookbinder has some useful instructions on this subject. Never place a silver print on a white mount. The high lights are never pure white, and a brilliant white margin kills the half-tones. Choose the tint that seems to harmonize best with the subject. Be sure that the mounts are not made from wood-pulp. [To this we would add, shun cards that have any device or lettering in bronze. On the surface there are sure to be minute specks of the metal, each of which is likely in time to become the centre of a discolored spot.] The adhesive material used to attach the print cannot be too pure; and if stale, it is liable to ferment, to the complete destruction of the picture. Starch, which is used more than any other material, should be made fresh every day. Take a teaspoonful in a large cup, add cold water sufficient to break it up, but no more, pour on boiling water, stirring the while, till it is quite transparent; use when cold. If you use paste, take a teaspoonful of maize-flour; beat it well up in a teacupful of water till it is quite smooth and there are no lumps, place this in a porridge-saucepan 
(i.e., a double one), and let it boil, stirring continually; it will turn to a delightfully thin and transparent paste that will be easy to work with and very adhesive. If gelatine is used, it should be of the best quality. Dissolve half-an-ounce in a teacupful of water. It should be used hot. Several methods of mounting are in use; the following are among the best. (1) After trimming the print all around, moisten it slightly (the object being to have it limp, without stretching it), by placing it overnight between sheets of damp paper, and it will be about right next morning. Damp the mount, also slightly, paste your print very carefully all over, using no more paste than is just necessary, lay it carefully on the mount, cover it with a piece of clean paper and rub it down well, then place it between sheets of blotting-paper in a standing-press, and allow it to dry under pressure. It may perhaps be necessary to take it out of the press and change the blotting-paper. If this be done properly, the photograph and its mount will lie quite flat. (2) Paste the back of the print all over and allow it to dry. Damp the mount, lay the print on the damp mount, and pass them through the rolling-machine, or place them in the standing-press, under strong pressure, (3) Take a piece of lithographic-stone or a thick piece of glass; glue this all over with the gelatine; place the photographic print quickly down on the glued stone, rubbing it smartly all over; then pick it up and lay it on the mount. All these actions must be rapid, and if done properly by this method, a photograph may be easily mounted even on thin paper without cockling.
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Mr John Morley on Literature.


At the centenary dinner of the Royal Literary Fund, Mr John Morley responded for « Literature, » and in the course of his speech said: « I often whether there are fifty, or even twenty, men and women who are earning competence by the authorship of books, putting schoolbooks out of the question. We can depend upon it—and in saying this I am not sure that I ought not to address my remarks equally to the ladies who grace us with their presence to-night—that the book-writer, unless he chance to have a great natural gift for fiction however frugal and homely his life, whatever his resources of accumulated knowledge, if he depends upon the authorship of books as his only resource, he or she will be likely to have a hard time of it. And this marks a great change in our literary history—that the opening now, for those who look to literature as a subsistence, is in journalism. It has been truly said that the great advantage of literature is that it has the last word. So it has, in a sense—at least the highest kind of literature has. But there is also a kind of literature which nobody can afford to despise, and which has the first word—I mean journalistic literature. The great historian of the Council of Trent said that it was enough for him if he got a dozen readers in an age. That is one kind of literature. The other kind, to which the modern ideal more readily conforms, is that which has a hundred thousand readers for two minutes after breakfast. The result for journalism has been undoubtedly good: and we have in England, in journalism of the highest kind, a vivacity, an industry, and I will even say a conscientiousness, which has never before been seen in journalism. I know very well what journalism is. I began a good many years ago by teaching Lord Palmerston and Mr Disraeli and Mr Gladstone the arts of statesmanship in the columns of important prints. As Thackeray has said of that band of which I was a very humble member: 'We taught painters how to paint, poets how to write, and we taught ladies of the ballet how to pirouette.' I have now had the advantage of seeing the other side of it; and in my very small experience I have been taught myself by young gentlemen of twenty or of five-and-twenty the arts of politics and public life. On the whole, however stinging, however biting journalism may be, it is a great force for good; and we may be well satisfied if there is a certain diversion of cultivation, of intellectual interest, and of moral interest into what seems like ephemeral production; because along with it there is no cessation of great monumental works. We have them in every form and in every kind; and I must say that I for one feel that the more letters are followed as a profession the less likely is the great art of literature to suffer. But the more letters are followed as a profession, the heavier will be the demands upon this society. Many will drift into it, will struggle on, and will not find out their mistake until it is too late. All of us hold our life, and even our reason, as Sir Walter Scott well says, upon a tenure more precarious than we should be content to hold even an Irish cabin upon. With many, or with some, the stage darkens before the curtain falls. Youth must always have its struggle and battle; and I have heard from those who have now grasped the glittering bubbles of fame and reputation that the days of their youth, when they were in solitary chambers with not too much to eat, when they had within them the fire of the zeal for truth and knowledge, and all the enthusiasm and illusions of youth—that those, after all, were not the least happy portions of their lives. Youth, therefore, must fight its battles; but it is not for youth that this society exists. It is for those who, as I say, have made a mistake in their vocation, and there is no vocation in which there are so many who think themselves called in proportion to the few who are chosen. In conclusion, I will only express my full confidence in the future of letters in this country. I am fully persuaded, as I am sure all of you are, that the same moral energy, the same vivid intellectual perception, the same mastery of that great instrument, our language, which has made our literature one of the greatest triumphs of Great Britain—that all these qualities will remain, will operate, and will add still further in the future to that great capital which the renown of our men of letters has given to us, and will still further strengthen the moral dominion of our realm, which is more important to us than extent of territorial possessions, and more lasting than any material supremacy. »
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An Imperial Rescript.




Now this is the tale of the Council the German Kaiser decreed



To ease the strong of their burden, to help the weak in their need.



He sent a word to the people who struggle, and pant, and sweat,



That the straw might be counted fairly, and the tally of bricks be set.





The Lords of their Hands assembled; from the East and the West they



Baltimore, Lille, and Essen, Brummagem, Clyde, and Crewe. [drew—



And some were black from the furnace, and some were brown from the soil,



And some were blue from the dye-vat; but all were wearied of toil.





And the young King said, « I have found it, the road to the rest ye seek:



The strong shall wait for the weary, the hale shall halt for the weak;



With the even tramp of an army, where no man breaks from the line,



Ye shall march to peace and plenty, in the bond of brotherhood—sign!»





The paper lay on the table, the strong heads bowed thereby,



And a wail went up from the people: « Ay, sign—give rest, for we die! it »



A hand was stretched to the goose-quill, a fist was cramped to scrawl,



When—the laugh of a blue-eyed maiden rang clear through the council hall.





And each one heard Her laughing, as each one saw Her plain—



Saidie, Mimi, or Olga, Gretchen, or Mary Jane.



And the spirit of man that is in him to the light of the vision awoke;



And the men drew back from the paper, as a Yankee delegate spoke:





« There's a girl in Jersey City who works on the telephone;



We're going to hitch our horses and dig for a house of our own.



With gas and water connexions, and steam-heat through to the top:



And W. Hohenzollern, I guess I must work till I drop. »





And an English delegate thundered: « The weak an' the lame be blowed!



I've a berth in the Sou'-West work-shops, a home in the Wandsworth-road;



And, till the 'sociation has footed my buryin' bill,



I work for the kids an' the missus. Pull up? I'll be dashed if I will!»





And over the German benches the bearded whisper ran—



« Lager, der girls, und der dollars, dey makes or dey breaks a man,



If Schmitt haf collared der dollars, he collars der girl deremit;



But if Schmitt bust in der pizness, we collars der girl from Schmitt. »





They passed one resolution: « Your sub-committee believe



You can lighten the curse of Adam when you've lightened the curse of Eve;



But—till we are built like angels—with hammer, and chisel, and pen



We will work for ourselves and a woman, for ever and ever, amen. »





Now this is the tale of the Council the German Kaiser held—



The day that they Razored the Grindstone, the day that the Cat was Belled,



The day of the Figs from Thistles, the day of the Twisted Sands,



The day when the laugh of a maiden made light of the Lords of their Hands.





Rudyard Kipling.
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[miscellaneous paragraphs]




The Photographic Society of Geneva has been endeavoring to test by actual experiment the generally-received opinion that married partners in the course years develop a likeness to each other. Photographs were taken of seventy-eight old couples, and of a like number of adult brothers and sisters. Careful examination showed that the matrimonial resemblance was greater than the family likeness: a fact the more remarkable, as opposites are so often selected in marriage. Family likenesses are strong in early life; and the experiment is of interest, not only as confirming a matter of common observation; but as illustrating the external and visible signs of the drifting apart that so often occurs with members of a family, and on the other hand, of the physical effects of unity of tastes, objects in life, and environment.


Legislators are an ungrateful set, when reporters are concerned. From the 
Shorthand Journal we learn that a Sydney councillor complained that his speech in 
Hansard was « perfect nonsense. » This is a most accurate description of the greater number of Parliamentary speeches; and it is chiefly owing to the intelligence aud consideration of the reporters that the speeches are readable at all. For all this labour the shorthand writer has no thanks. But if he does make a slip, or too faithfully records an honorable gentleman's utterances, public complaint is made at once. Our experience—and 
Typo has had a good deal in reporting—is, that extempore speakers very rarely know what they have said. This applies both to good speakers and bad. If the latter—and they are generally the most voluble and conceited, whose ambition it is to fill the greatest number of 
Hansard pages—could only hear themselves for a single evening as the public, and especially the reporters, hear them, they would subside for ever into a silence so profound that, at last, they might gain, if not wisdom, at least the reputation of possessing it.
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[volume-closing verse]








Another volume closed and sealed for aye



Of Time's long record on this New-Year Day



Another opens, and what themes engage



The future history on its spotless page?



No man can say—yet each his part may bear



To keep that register unstained and fair.



Still may our Craft—as ever—lead the van



In every movement for the good man:



In every noble work still persevere,



And enter on a glad and good New-Year!
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Looking Forward.


Four years have passed since 
Typo was started, and at the close of another volume we have once again to convey to our friends a New-Year greeting. In reviewing the past, we have much cause for satisfaction. Our journal has steadily advanced from the first, and the present volume contains more matter than either of its predecessors. Our original programme has been adhered to— 
Typo has been primarily a technical paper and record of the trade, and secondarily a literary review, with special reference to colonial publications and the literature of the Craft and the graphic arts in general. A uniform size of page and style of composition has been maintained from the first. Changes in these respects are always annoying to subscribers, and will be avoided. The change we have long had in view, and have not yet seen our way to accomplish, is to publish sixteen pages of reading matter monthly. This, however, lies with our friends—not with ourselves. We make no promises for the future; but our plans for the year 1891 include a larger number than hitherto of original articles by a wider circle of contributors, and the issue of occasional supplements showing the skill of our colonial craftsmen, which will not only increase the interest of our paper, but stimulate the best of our New Zealand job-hands to friendly rivalry, and tend to elevate the general standard of work. The assurances from many quarters that our paper is helpful to young men learning the business, and is prized by them, have been to us a source of much gratification. We have not forgotten the time when we were in the position they occupy now—our difficulties and our perplexities. To sweep the office, to clear away pie, to clean ink-tables, rollers, and greasy machines, are not the most delightful of occupations; but the discipline is not only good—it is necessary; and the lad who does these unpleasant tasks cheerfully and well is the one who will be a good workman in days to come. Among the boys who do such work as this to-day are those who in a few years will not only manage and edit, but in some cases own the finest printing and publishing houses in Australasia. Nothing that can elevate the standard either of printing or journalism is outside the sphere of our journal, no onward movement is too insignificant for record, and nothing that tends to degrade, demoralize, or injure the profession can we afford to pass over in silence. The Press is not the coming power—it is already the power of the day, and the Printer is King. It behoves him to realize his responsibility, and to qualify himself to fill the position with becoming dignity. And though we find that in certain quarters the ideal trade journal is one that never ventures outside of the region of mechanical processes, and that has no concern with the times or manners, we altogether reject that view. Such a paper could not live—it would have no human interest. When thoughtful men in the Craft are discussing the economic and fiscal questions of the time, the issues of Socialism and Individualism, of the opposing forces of Constructives and Destructives between whom the structure of society so mysteriously maintains its equilibrium—they would have little patience with the trade journal that brought them no more valuable message than the proper arrangement of a ribbon border or the latest improvement in gas-engines. Nor would they greatly value a paper that was the mere mouthpiece of a Typographical Society, a Master Printers' Association, or a Printers' Supply Agency, though each in its way may serve a good and useful purpose. We have the satisfaction of knowing that our work is appreciated by a steadily-expanding circle of the best men in the Craft; and therein we find our best warrant for continuing on the lines already laid down.
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Subscribers are requested not to send their files to the binder until they receive their title and index to the volume, which are in preparation.


In an interesting communication to the 
Evening Press, the Rev. W. Colenso incidentally draws attention to the fact that the present year is the centenary of the death of the illustrious Benjamin Franklin, philosopher, statesman, and printer, who died in 1790, aged 84.


At the last meeting of the Executive Council of the N.Z.T.A., the secretary was instructed to enter into correspondence with the secretaries of the Typographical Associations of England and America with the view of exchanging ideas concerning the welfare of the Craft.


While the defeat of Mr Larnach has caused a thrill of satisfaction, that feeling is somewhat qualified by the election for Manukau of Mr Buckland, who is well fitted to wear his mantle. Mr Buckland's speech was the coarsest of the whole campaign, and his return is the more to be regretted as he has displaced Sir Maurice O'Rorke, the best Speaker (we do not mean speaker) in the Australian colonies.


The Wanganui 
Herald is publishing very bitter paragraphs from Marton in reference to the local paper. Considerable prominence is given to a blackguardly ceremonial in which an effigy of the 
Advocate editor was hurnt. The Arkwright party evidently take their beating very badly. The 
Herald's contributor goes so far as to say that had the result of the election been known on the evening of the 5th inst., the office of the 
Advocate would have been wrecked. This is doubtless bunkum; nevertheless it is gratifying to know that the effigy-burning and office-wrecking party are in the minority.


At a meeting of the Board of Management of the Auckland Typographical Association held on the 12th inst., it was resolved to strike out the matter of affiliation with the Australasian Typographical Union, and to at once take steps to complete the new rules, obtain the signatures of the master printers to the same, and endeavor to have them put into operation on the 1st January. A hearty vote of thanks was accorded to Mr G. M. Main, of the 
Herald staff, for his interesting article on « The Newspaper Press of Auckland » during the past fifty years. Votes of thanks were also accorded to the proprietors of the local papers, and other gentlemen, for the practical assistance rendered to members of the Association in connexion with the demonstration.


The new Parliament contains so large a number of men quite unknown and entirely new to political life, and party lines are so illdefined, that the press generally can only hazard vague guesses at what the outcome will be. The labor element has for the first time asserted itself, and though the party summarily dismissed their late leader Millar, they have in the large centres returned men of a similar stamp. The proportion of land-quacks and socialists is not large, and they in nearly all cases represent city constituencies. The Minister of Lands, who has had greater success in promoting the settlement of the country than any predecessor, was returned by a substantial majority, and his supporters were the country settlers. The apprehensions as to the defeat of the Government and the consequent damage to colonial credit appear to be premature. The leader of the Opposition is so only in name, and narrowly escaped defeat. It has even been suggested that one of the party should resign in order to allow Sir Robert Stout to be returned for a safe district; but the difficulty is to find a representative ready to sacrifice himself. Among the really valuable members defeated are Mr Bruce and Sir M. O'Rorke. The labor candidates, as a rule, advocate socialist legislation, a revolution in land tenure, more borrowing, and still heavier protective duties.
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Supplement to 
Typo, 27 
December, 1890.



E. E. Wright, Compositor.



E F. Weight, Machinist.



With Lyon & Blair.










The proprietors of the Hawke's Bay Herald, Messrs. P. Dinwiddie and R. T. Walker, have been committed for trial on a charge of criminal libel on one F. C. Cassin, arising out of the late election strife. Cassin, who took a prominent part in the contest, and proposed the defeated candidate, is a part proprietor of the local News. He is also a past district officer of high degree in the order of Druids. The alleged libel was contained in two anonymous letters in the Herald, accusing him of having taken advantage of his position in the order, to illegally lend from the society's funds (on leasehold security) a sum of £100 to a person in business partnership with him at the time, which sum was lost to the order. The Herald not only refused to withdraw the charges, but undertook to prove them. Counsel for Cassin objected to his cross-examination on the ground that the matters related to the private affairs of a secret society, but the objection was overruled. The complainant then made some very damaging admissions. The minute-book of the society was produced and a vote of censure upon him in regard to his dealing with the society's funds, was read in court. The defendants reserved their defence. The case is fixed for the March sittings of the Supreme Court and (provided that it is gone on with), will be of interest both to the Press and to Friendly Societies.


Mr Arthur Desmond's Tribune (Auckland) is dead, after a stormy career of eight weeks. In its wild and incoherent style it was more suggestive of Colney Hatch literature than journalism. If the editor had more ballast he would be dangerous. He was one of the band of contributors who killed Zealandia, and his article on the Christ as « a democrat of democrats » in its last number, was the final nail in its coffin. He lately published a pamphlet on the same subject, which has since been discovered to be plagiarized from an American periodical. « No rent » was the Tribune's motto, and he gave it practical effect by fitting a key to certain unoccupied offices, taking possession, and thence issuing his paper, nor was this discovered until a paying tenant appeared, and the landlord being appealed to, the Tribune was evicted. Mr D. was asked to give up the key. « What! » he said, « my key? » At a public meeting he raised a storm of indignation by reading a disgraceful letter bearing the signature of a Minister of the Crown (E. Mitchelson) addressed to the secretary of the Employers' Association, in which it was stated that public funds were available to oppose the unionists; but that they must be used with judgment! The letter appeared in every morning newspaper in the colony; but next day Mr Mitchelson made affidavit that the document was a forgery from beginning to end, and also instituted criminal proceedings for libel against Mr Desmond.


The Jubilee of the firm of Lyon & Blair, printers and booksellers, Wellington, was celebrated this month, and the circumstance is noteworthy, as this business is believed to be the only one in New Zealand that can boast an unbroken record of fifty years. The founder of the establishment, the late Mr William Lyon, arrived with the first settlers on the 4th February, 1840, in the Duke of Roxburgh. He had previously been in business at Hamilton, near Glasgow, as a bookseller, and soon opened in the same line in Wellington. He took a prominent part in local affairs, was one of the first Justices of the Peace of the colony; and of the aldermen of the first Municipality in 1843; one of those who obtained representative government for the colony; and a member of the first Provincial Council. He was the founder of the Athenæum and Mechanics' Institute, and one of its earlier lecturers; and assisted in the establishment of the Spectator newspaper. In 1871 he sustained an irreparable loss in the death of his wife, and in 1873 retired from business, which was carried on by a son, in partnership with Mr J. B. Blair, who had been long connected with the firm, the title being altered to Lyon & Blair. In 1876, Mr Lyon was almost entirely laid aside by a severe illness, which ultimately resulted in his death, on the 22nd February, 1879, at the age of 73. The firm-name is still retained, though for some years Mr J. R. Blair has been sole proprietor. The business is now one of the most important printing and bookselling concerns in New Zealand, affording employment to a very large number of hands. The manufacturing departments include all branches of typographic, lithographic and copper-plate printing and bookbinding, including the manufacture of account-books on a large scale, die-sinking, rubber-stamp manufacture, &c, besides a large publishing business. Mr Blair, the proprietor, is as largely engaged in public concerns as was his predecessor; notwithstanding which he is able to pay all necessary attention to a rapidly-growing business. Its progress during recent years has been remarkable. The utmost goodwill prevails between the employer, the heads of departments, and the staff—no labor troubles having ever arisen in connexion with the concern. And when the colony celebrates the completion of its first century, it is quite possible that the old-established firm may have a centenary demonstration on its own account.


An interesting ease was heard this month in the Supreme Court at Blenheim, which illustrates the special risks run by those papers that make a feature of publishing particulars of bills of sale, mortgages, and bankruptcies. William Innes Craig, storekeeper, of Blenheim, sought to recover £200 damages from the proprietor of the Mercantile and Bankruptcy Gazette for publishing a statement that plaintiff had given Charles Sutton a bill of sale on September 25th for £150 over five horses, wagon, and horses; which had injured his credit and reputation. The Gazette had made the blunder of transposing the names, and the results to Mr Innes were unpleasant. Travellers ceased calling upon him for orders, and when he wrote for supplies to wholesale houses he received courteous replies to the effect that the goods he required were out of stock. The error appeared to have been made by the local agent, who was new to the work, in sending the telegram. The Gazette inserted a correction, which was itself not correct, besides being in small type and not in a prominent position. The jury, after an absence of two hours, awarded plaintiff £30 damages, and costs were granted on the lowest scale.


Our Wellington correspondent writes:—Mr D. P. Fisher, who has been so long and creditably connected with the Executive Council of the N.Z.T.A. as secretary, has resigned his position owing to the manner in which the Wellington printers withdrew their support towards the late strike. Mr Fisher, being president of the Maritime Council, expected the printers of the colony to stand by him to the last, and upon being rather harshly criticised by the Wellington typos, he retired from all connexion with the trade which he has done so much towards building up to the position it now holds in New Zealand. The loss of such a man is deeply deplored by those of the Craft who know his record for the past fifteen years, and the Otago Branch, at a general meeting, passed a resolution expressing regret at the step taken, but acknowledging that he could take no other under the circumstances. There is not the slightest doubt that the « opening » of the Otago Daily Times and Witness is largely due to Mr Fisher, and some credit is also due to him for the terms upon which the New Zealand Times was opened. Mr Fisher also received an acknowledgment of regret from the Hawke's Bay Branch. He has resigned all the positions formerly occupied by him in unionism, and is now exclusively devoted to the secretaryship of the Trades Council. Upon the branches being requested to send in nominations for the vacant secretaryship, Mr H. C. Jones was nominated by the Wellington Branch, and Mr T. L. Mills by the Hawke's Bay and Otago Branches. Before the ballot papers were issued Mr Jones retired from the contest, and the Executive Council declared Mr Mills elected to the office.


A Dunedin friend sends us the following spirited little poem by Mr J. B. Hunter, compositor, on the Star, which was issued during the procession by the Otago Branch of the N.Z.T.A. The bold and original metaphor in the twenty-eighth line is worthy of note:






Ho! brethren of the toiling world, uplift your voice to-day,



Fling out your banners to the breeze, your flags and pennons gay;



Let songs 
[
unclear: exultant,] joyous, loud, from Labor's host ascend—



In one triumphant chorus let voice and purpose blend!



For are we not united in unfaltering accord



To fight the battles of our race, though not with fire and sword?



Our warfare shall be bloodless—but nevermore to cease



Till victory brings the Golden Age of universal peace.



We go not back for all the power of plutocratic might—



We feel the justice of our cause, and dauntlessly we'll fight!



No tears attend our conquests, no orphans mark our way,



And on our heads the widow's voice will but for blessings pray.



This the proud aim which binds us, for which each comrade strives:



From the foul gulf of Penury to save our children's lives!



To win for all an equal right in this our planet's soil,



And snatch from Greed's rapacious clutch the fruitage of our toil.



The age of Serfdom is no more—the chains are cast aside



That bound the captive to the car of Luxury and Pride!



No more the heart's blood of the poor, transmuted into gold.



Shall fill the coffers of the rich with treasure-heaps untold!



No more Old Age, with bondage bowed, shall need to cringe and crave



A dole from Dives with the mien and gesture of a slave!



Upon the social plane at last the Son of Labor stands—



The equal of the proudest lord in all these Southern lands!



Then let us clasp each sturdy hand of brother staunch and true,



And swear to keep our nether limbs from treason's sable hue!



Three cheers we'll give with right goodwill our brethren of the wave,



Those gallant toilers of the sea, who stand so true and brave;



Three more for our staunch wharfmen, who guard the standard yet,



And three for our stout colliers, whom we will ne'er forget.



But thrice three cheers let one and all as fitting tribute pay



To that brave-hearted Sisterhood who grace our ranks to-day!



And this our glorious Labor Day shall ever henceforth be,



To all whose hearts have human thrills, a Day of Jubilee.





Unfortunately the « brave-hearted sisterhood » (the Dunedin Tailoresses' Union) were absent. They had sent a polite request to the Committee to forego their intention of having a publican's booth on the ground; but the concession was curtly refused. They therefore unanimously resolved to take no part in the demonstration, and carried out their resolution.
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Classification of Workmen and Apprentices





The vexed questions of the Master Printers and the Printing Society are—On the part of the Society, the employment of an undue proportion of boys to the number of men; on the part of the Masters, having no guarantee of competency of workmen before employing them. To remedy these matters it is, I submit, necessary for the Society to inaugurate a system of classification, as is done in the learned professions; that of State School teachers appears to be a good one to formulate regulations upon. Having premised so much, I will to business first with







The Boy.—


It should be indispensible for admission as an apprentice into a composing-room, to hold a Sixth Standard Board School certificate, or, if educated in a denominational school, an equivalent satisfactory to the Printers' Board of Examiners. To agree, by a clause in his indentures, to continue taking lessons in English through the whole term of apprenticeship. The term of apprenticeship to be at least six years. At the end of each year of his term of apprenticeship to produce certificates of having regularly attended for instruction and made progress satisfactory to the instructor; also of good conduct in the office, from the master or overseer; and to present himself for examination and classification before the authorized Board of Examiners or their supervisors, at the time and place appointed by them. A uniform minimum rate of apprentices' wages to be fixed by the Trade Council; the said minimum to be raised to a stated maximum scale for each year if the apprentice passes the examination. Should he fail to pass, the wage to remain at the minimum rate for each year. Having duly served his time and passed all his examinations, he shall receive a Third-Class Certificate of Competency as an operative printer; at the expiry of one year he may present himself to the Board for further examination, and be classified according to merit, either as a First- or Second-Class workman. Should he not succeed in obtaining higher certificate, he may present himself at any subsequent Annual Examination, paying such fees as the Society may fix. A small fee to cover expenses shall be payable by all candidates before attending for examination.







Examination Suggestions.—


First Year.—Examined in names and sizes of types, say from nonpareil to two-line pica; the relative values in sizes of spaces; an intelligent knowledge of all the boxes in type-cases, with the variations of lays in leading offices. Second Year.—Examined in the relative sizes of leads, clumps, and brass-rule; required an increased knowledge of the sizes and names of types of all ranges; to compose, correct, and distribute a stickful of type; the supervisor to check the time taken and retain the proof with the reader's marks for transmission with the other papers to the Examining Board: also to lay down, lock up, and prove two octavo pages— the supervisor to report on the work. Third Year.—To write an intelligent recapitulation of the two previous years' work; to compose an octavo display circular or handbill from manuscript—the proof-copy with reader's corrections (the reader not to alter style) to be sent in with the Candidate's other papers, with a note by the Supervisor of the time taken; at the discretion of the Supervisor to lay down and impose four pages octavo or quarto, he to report in writing on the work to the Board. Fourth Year.—To compose an octavo page of brevier from supplied manuscript, said manuscript to be reasonably difficult; proof with reader's marks and note of time taken to be sent in to Board with other papers, with any remarks that the Supervisor thinks necessary on the Candidate's work and style; to impose eight octavo pages; and to compose a table from reprint copy. Fifth Year. To cast-off and compose to a given size of paper a mixed-size type table from manuscript copy; to compose at his option a paragraph of either Latin, French, or Greek, from manuscript (but one to be compulsory); to lay down and impose sixteen pages of octavo. Supervisor to report on work as in previous cases. Sixth Year.—To compose from manuscript to be supplied a mathematical examination-paper, also a Greek examination-paper; to impose a sheet of twelves; to write a short essay on the necessary qualifications of a printer— the composition to receive marks for its purity of English, &c. The Supervisor to report on actual work as before. Raising Certificates. To have been in work either continuously or intermittently for at least twelve months; to answer satisfactorily any written questions of experts in newspaper- and book-work; to write a short essay on his experience of the working of these regulations in his particular case: marks to be given for purity of diction, &c. The maximum number of marks to be 500, of which the Candidate must score 350 for a First-Class, or over 250 for a Second-Class Certificate.







Examining Boards, and Issue of Certificates.—


Examining Boards shall be established in all the principal centres of population. To consist of, as members, a D-certificated schoolmaster and at least two experienced printers of undeniable ability and integrity, to be appointed by the Supreme Council,—one of the Examiners to be an expert job-printer. All examination-papers throughout the colony to be uniform, and to be set alternately by each Board; or as many Boards as are necessary to be requested to set one paper each on a given subject. The copy for Examination-papers to be sent direct to the selected printer of them, who should be responsible for having the printed papers numbered, sealed up in packets, and sent direct to the Examining Boards in the various centres, whose Supervisors shall send to the Boards of Examiners all the Candidates' papers and results of practical examinations for revision; and the Boards shall in due course and with all reasonable despatch remit the results and names of successful Candidates, with the class of Certificate to be given to each, to the Executive Board of the Supreme Council of tbe trade. The Supreme Council, having revised the Examiners' Reports, shall issue Certificates, which shall be signed by the President and Secretary, and sealed with the Council's Seal. A list of successful Candidates shall be published in the Society's recognized newspaper. Journeymen's Certificates shall be on parchment.







Classification of Compositors now Working in the Colony.—


All Compositors bonâ-fide Members of the Society, of good repute in the trade and twenty-one years of age, shall be entitled to receive from the Executive, without any examination, a Third-Class Certificate of competency. Compositors having worked as journeymen three years consecutively in a « fair » office shall be entitled to a Second-Class Certificate; and for a period of seven years in a first-class office, a First-Class Certificate. And the Executive of the Supreme Council may at their discretion grant Certificates without examination, on receipt of evidence satisfactory to them of the Candidate's fitness. But after the 31st December, 189-, Certificates shall not on any pretext be granted without examination except to new arrivals by sea, and not to them until they have fully satisfied the Executive of the Society, by such tests as the Executive shall decide upon, of their abilities as competent workmen. The fee for all Journeymen's Certificates shall be £1, and for the endorsement of a higher grade on existing Certificates, 5/- each time, payable in advance. Certificates shall not be issued to persons in arrears of payments to the Society. Any certificated Compositor six months in arrears of dues shall have his Certificate suspended until such dues are paid; notice of such suspension to be sent to his employer or overseer; and such suspension shall disqualify him for work in any of the Society offices. For continued flagrant breach of the laws of the Society, the Executive may cancel a Certificate; subject, however, to revision by the next Annual Meeting of Members, to which meeting an explanation and reasons for cancellation shall be given.







Minimum Rates of Wages.—


The Executive shall fix the minimum rates of wages for Compositors holding First-, Second-, and Third-Class Certificates respectively.







Funds for Expenses


shall be raised by fees for Examinations, Certificates, and fees from Apprentices, who as junior Members of Society shall pay Id per week for first year, 2d per week for second year, and so on; but shall be exempt from levies; and such payments shall entitle them to free examination. Any deficiency to be made up by vote from Council funds.







Election and Duties of Examining Boards.—


Each Board to consist of five members, one of whom shall be chairman. Companionships of recognized offices to be invited to nominate gentlemen for the position. Excess of nominations over requirements to be settled by ballot. The first-elected Boards to hold office for three years; then two members to retire each year, but to be eligible for re-election, the members to decide, by ballotting-out, the sequence of their retirement. One of such members to be a D-certificated schoolmaster, the other four of the status of first-class printers; vacancies by death or retirement to be filled up as first herein named. Duties of Boards to be to make arrangements of dates, hours, and places for examinations; preparation of examination-papers for practical and written answers; to appoint Supervisors, and issue clear instructions for their guidance; to apportion marks, and pass or fail Candidates; and to report to the Supreme Council on merits of passed Candidates. The Board Secretaries to supply the Board Chairman with all necessary particulars of Candidates proposing to present themselves for 

certificates of eligibility. Candidates to send in their names, with fees, and state class of certificate they wish to be examined for to the Board Executive at least three weeks before the Annual Examination days, which shall be uniform throughout the Colony. The Examining Officers shall be honorary free members of the Typographical Society by virtue of their offices.







Register.—


The Supreme Council shall keep a Register of all Certificated Printers, with their rank as workmen and dates of Certificates, with any other information which may be deemed necessary.







Suggestions.—


To carry out the foregoing, or any revised scheme on similar lines: The Executive to meet and approve the same. To have sufficient copies printed and sent to the Branches for distribution among the members. To invite the said Branches to call meetings of their members to discuss the proposals and adopt them if approved, or to make such amendments as they may think necessary. Each Branch to report the result to the Executive on or before a date to be fixed. The failure of any Branch to respond to be taken as indicating that assent is given to the propositions in globo. If the majority of Branches are favorable to the scheme, the Executive, after considering any objections, and, if worthy and practicable, adopting them, shall forthwith proceed to put the Regulations into force: (1) By inviting the Branches to proceed forthwith, in the manner previously indicated, with the appointment of Boards of Examiners. Such Boards to be requested to meet, examine all claims from journeymen for Certificates, and report to the Executive upon each claim, recommending the class of Certificate to be given. Upon receipt of the Board's reports the Supreme Council shall issue Certificates to Members; but in no case shall a Certificate be granted until the Registration fee of £1 is paid. (2) By sending to every known Master Printer in the Colony a list of recognized certificated printers, with a copy of the adopted Regulations, asking each one's co-operation in carrying them out, pointing out as briefly as possible the fact that they have been passed with a view to foster the best interests of both parties; especially drawing attention to the Apprentices' Regulations. And any other remarks the Executive may think necessary. (3) By requesting the Branches to invite Apprentices to send in applications to the examining Boards for classification as recognized Society apprentices; at the same time pointing out to them the necessity for prompt action if they desire to become certificated printers. And simultaneously to request the Examining Boards, by such means as they think proper, to classify such apprentices with as little delay as possible. Society representatives in offices might be asked to interview the boys and explain the matter to them. (4) By requesting the Examining Boards to make arrangements for examinations as early as possible in the year 189-. (5) By having a Register Book prepared, and Certificates printed on parchment as follows:










Typographical Society of New Zealand.



Whereas 
by the powers vested in the Executive Council of the Typographical Society of New Zealand by the Members thereof to grant Certificates of Competency to Printers,



And Whereas ............ 
has satisfied the Board of Examiners at ......... that he is a competent workman,



This is to Certify 
that the said .......... has been duly admitted by the Executive Council of the Society to the Degree of Class Printer.



Given under our hands this ...... day of 189..


.........  Chairman.


......... Secretary.


[seal]


(6) By having a Register-Book prepared, and Apprentices' Certificates printed on stout paper, as below:



Typographical Society of New Zealand.



This is to Certify 
that ............. 
has passed the Examination as a .......... Year Apprentice.




........ Chairman Examining Board.


........ 189..





N.B.—This Certificate must be produced to the Supervisor before sitting for a subsequent Examination.










Chairmen of Boards should be requested to send the names and grades of passed apprentices, for registration by the Executive Council. (7) By preparing and publishing a list of fair offices into which recognized Society apprentices are allowed to be taken as vacancies occur, supplementing the list from time to time as needs require. By giving the greatest possible publicity to the facts that after 1st January, 189-, on no pretext whatever will youths be recognized or classified from outside offices; neither will they be rated as Certificated Compositors when of age; and that no turnovers nor improvers can be taken into Society offices from unrecognized offices. That no boys over fifteen years of age can be taken as apprentices into Society offices. Provided always that the Supreme Executive Council shall have discretionary powers in exceptional cases where injustice may be done to an individual through no fault of his own; but that in no case shall an admission be allowed, either as journeyman or apprentice, without examination and favorable report from the Examining Board of the District. Further, the Executive may inflict a penalty on admission if it be proved that carelessness on the part of the applicant is a part of the cause. In cases of exceptional admission, the facts should be briefly stated in the Register of Printers. (8) As to carry out the foregoing honestly will involve a large amount of extra clerical and other labor, a paid officer should be appointed to initiate the movement. After (say) the first year, the duties might be amalgamated with those of the Executive Secretary. (9) That powers be sought from Parliament to have the regulations recognized in the Trades and Labor legislation, thereby giving them the force of law.







Conclusion.—


If the foregoing, or an equivalent, be adopted, it will within a year check the boy-labor business in the printing profession, as lads and their friends will naturally pause before entering non-Society offices, and the demand in the fair offices is always limited. The educational test will be a bar-sinister to the rag, tag, and bobtail; the status of all printers will be at once raised, and in a few years enormously increased. The sympathies of all the leading Masters will undoubtedly be with the Society, as by the proposed scheme their own interests will be materially conserved. Thus the Society will become a power in the land not to be despised, funds for the various laudable objects of the institution will be abundant, and men will be proud of their membership.


Free discussion of these suggestions is invited.




C. H. Chatwin.
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The vexed questions of the Master Printers and the Printing Society are—On the part of the Society, the employment of an undue proportion of boys to the number of men; on the part of the Masters, having no guarantee of competency of workmen before employing them. To remedy these matters it is, I submit, necessary for the Society to inaugurate a system of classification, as is done in the learned professions; that of State School teachers appears to be a good one to formulate regulations upon. Having premised so much, I will to business first with
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The Boy.—


It should be indispensible for admission as an apprentice into a composing-room, to hold a Sixth Standard Board School certificate, or, if educated in a denominational school, an equivalent satisfactory to the Printers' Board of Examiners. To agree, by a clause in his indentures, to continue taking lessons in English through the whole term of apprenticeship. The term of apprenticeship to be at least six years. At the end of each year of his term of apprenticeship to produce certificates of having regularly attended for instruction and made progress satisfactory to the instructor; also of good conduct in the office, from the master or overseer; and to present himself for examination and classification before the authorized Board of Examiners or their supervisors, at the time and place appointed by them. A uniform minimum rate of apprentices' wages to be fixed by the Trade Council; the said minimum to be raised to a stated maximum scale for each year if the apprentice passes the examination. Should he fail to pass, the wage to remain at the minimum rate for each year. Having duly served his time and passed all his examinations, he shall receive a Third-Class Certificate of Competency as an operative printer; at the expiry of one year he may present himself to the Board for further examination, and be classified according to merit, either as a First- or Second-Class workman. Should he not succeed in obtaining higher certificate, he may present himself at any subsequent Annual Examination, paying such fees as the Society may fix. A small fee to cover expenses shall be payable by all candidates before attending for examination.
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Examination Suggestions.—


First Year.—Examined in names and sizes of types, say from nonpareil to two-line pica; the relative values in sizes of spaces; an intelligent knowledge of all the boxes in type-cases, with the variations of lays in leading offices. Second Year.—Examined in the relative sizes of leads, clumps, and brass-rule; required an increased knowledge of the sizes and names of types of all ranges; to compose, correct, and distribute a stickful of type; the supervisor to check the time taken and retain the proof with the reader's marks for transmission with the other papers to the Examining Board: also to lay down, lock up, and prove two octavo pages— the supervisor to report on the work. Third Year.—To write an intelligent recapitulation of the two previous years' work; to compose an octavo display circular or handbill from manuscript—the proof-copy with reader's corrections (the reader not to alter style) to be sent in with the Candidate's other papers, with a note by the Supervisor of the time taken; at the discretion of the Supervisor to lay down and impose four pages octavo or quarto, he to report in writing on the work to the Board. Fourth Year.—To compose an octavo page of brevier from supplied manuscript, said manuscript to be reasonably difficult; proof with reader's marks and note of time taken to be sent in to Board with other papers, with any remarks that the Supervisor thinks necessary on the Candidate's work and style; to impose eight octavo pages; and to compose a table from reprint copy. Fifth Year. To cast-off and compose to a given size of paper a mixed-size type table from manuscript copy; to compose at his option a paragraph of either Latin, French, or Greek, from manuscript (but one to be compulsory); to lay down and impose sixteen pages of octavo. Supervisor to report on work as in previous cases. Sixth Year.—To compose from manuscript to be supplied a mathematical examination-paper, also a Greek examination-paper; to impose a sheet of twelves; to write a short essay on the necessary qualifications of a printer— the composition to receive marks for its purity of English, &c. The Supervisor to report on actual work as before. Raising Certificates. To have been in work either continuously or intermittently for at least twelve months; to answer satisfactorily any written questions of experts in newspaper- and book-work; to write a short essay on his experience of the working of these regulations in his particular case: marks to be given for purity of diction, &c. The maximum number of marks to be 500, of which the Candidate must score 350 for a First-Class, or over 250 for a Second-Class Certificate.
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Examining Boards, and Issue of Certificates.—


Examining Boards shall be established in all the principal centres of population. To consist of, as members, a D-certificated schoolmaster and at least two experienced printers of undeniable ability and integrity, to be appointed by the Supreme Council,—one of the Examiners to be an expert job-printer. All examination-papers throughout the colony to be uniform, and to be set alternately by each Board; or as many Boards as are necessary to be requested to set one paper each on a given subject. The copy for Examination-papers to be sent direct to the selected printer of them, who should be responsible for having the printed papers numbered, sealed up in packets, and sent direct to the Examining Boards in the various centres, whose Supervisors shall send to the Boards of Examiners all the Candidates' papers and results of practical examinations for revision; and the Boards shall in due course and with all reasonable despatch remit the results and names of successful Candidates, with the class of Certificate to be given to each, to the Executive Board of the Supreme Council of tbe trade. The Supreme Council, having revised the Examiners' Reports, shall issue Certificates, which shall be signed by the President and Secretary, and sealed with the Council's Seal. A list of successful Candidates shall be published in the Society's recognized newspaper. Journeymen's Certificates shall be on parchment.
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Classification of Compositors now Working in the Colony.—


All Compositors bonâ-fide Members of the Society, of good repute in the trade and twenty-one years of age, shall be entitled to receive from the Executive, without any examination, a Third-Class Certificate of competency. Compositors having worked as journeymen three years consecutively in a « fair » office shall be entitled to a Second-Class Certificate; and for a period of seven years in a first-class office, a First-Class Certificate. And the Executive of the Supreme Council may at their discretion grant Certificates without examination, on receipt of evidence satisfactory to them of the Candidate's fitness. But after the 31st December, 189-, Certificates shall not on any pretext be granted without examination except to new arrivals by sea, and not to them until they have fully satisfied the Executive of the Society, by such tests as the Executive shall decide upon, of their abilities as competent workmen. The fee for all Journeymen's Certificates shall be £1, and for the endorsement of a higher grade on existing Certificates, 5/- each time, payable in advance. Certificates shall not be issued to persons in arrears of payments to the Society. Any certificated Compositor six months in arrears of dues shall have his Certificate suspended until such dues are paid; notice of such suspension to be sent to his employer or overseer; and such suspension shall disqualify him for work in any of the Society offices. For continued flagrant breach of the laws of the Society, the Executive may cancel a Certificate; subject, however, to revision by the next Annual Meeting of Members, to which meeting an explanation and reasons for cancellation shall be given.
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Minimum Rates of Wages.—


The Executive shall fix the minimum rates of wages for Compositors holding First-, Second-, and Third-Class Certificates respectively.
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shall be raised by fees for Examinations, Certificates, and fees from Apprentices, who as junior Members of Society shall pay Id per week for first year, 2d per week for second year, and so on; but shall be exempt from levies; and such payments shall entitle them to free examination. Any deficiency to be made up by vote from Council funds.
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Election and Duties of Examining Boards.—


Each Board to consist of five members, one of whom shall be chairman. Companionships of recognized offices to be invited to nominate gentlemen for the position. Excess of nominations over requirements to be settled by ballot. The first-elected Boards to hold office for three years; then two members to retire each year, but to be eligible for re-election, the members to decide, by ballotting-out, the sequence of their retirement. One of such members to be a D-certificated schoolmaster, the other four of the status of first-class printers; vacancies by death or retirement to be filled up as first herein named. Duties of Boards to be to make arrangements of dates, hours, and places for examinations; preparation of examination-papers for practical and written answers; to appoint Supervisors, and issue clear instructions for their guidance; to apportion marks, and pass or fail Candidates; and to report to the Supreme Council on merits of passed Candidates. The Board Secretaries to supply the Board Chairman with all necessary particulars of Candidates proposing to present themselves for 

certificates of eligibility. Candidates to send in their names, with fees, and state class of certificate they wish to be examined for to the Board Executive at least three weeks before the Annual Examination days, which shall be uniform throughout the Colony. The Examining Officers shall be honorary free members of the Typographical Society by virtue of their offices.
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Register.—


The Supreme Council shall keep a Register of all Certificated Printers, with their rank as workmen and dates of Certificates, with any other information which may be deemed necessary.
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Suggestions.—


To carry out the foregoing, or any revised scheme on similar lines: The Executive to meet and approve the same. To have sufficient copies printed and sent to the Branches for distribution among the members. To invite the said Branches to call meetings of their members to discuss the proposals and adopt them if approved, or to make such amendments as they may think necessary. Each Branch to report the result to the Executive on or before a date to be fixed. The failure of any Branch to respond to be taken as indicating that assent is given to the propositions in globo. If the majority of Branches are favorable to the scheme, the Executive, after considering any objections, and, if worthy and practicable, adopting them, shall forthwith proceed to put the Regulations into force: (1) By inviting the Branches to proceed forthwith, in the manner previously indicated, with the appointment of Boards of Examiners. Such Boards to be requested to meet, examine all claims from journeymen for Certificates, and report to the Executive upon each claim, recommending the class of Certificate to be given. Upon receipt of the Board's reports the Supreme Council shall issue Certificates to Members; but in no case shall a Certificate be granted until the Registration fee of £1 is paid. (2) By sending to every known Master Printer in the Colony a list of recognized certificated printers, with a copy of the adopted Regulations, asking each one's co-operation in carrying them out, pointing out as briefly as possible the fact that they have been passed with a view to foster the best interests of both parties; especially drawing attention to the Apprentices' Regulations. And any other remarks the Executive may think necessary. (3) By requesting the Branches to invite Apprentices to send in applications to the examining Boards for classification as recognized Society apprentices; at the same time pointing out to them the necessity for prompt action if they desire to become certificated printers. And simultaneously to request the Examining Boards, by such means as they think proper, to classify such apprentices with as little delay as possible. Society representatives in offices might be asked to interview the boys and explain the matter to them. (4) By requesting the Examining Boards to make arrangements for examinations as early as possible in the year 189-. (5) By having a Register Book prepared, and Certificates printed on parchment as follows:










Typographical Society of New Zealand.



Whereas 
by the powers vested in the Executive Council of the Typographical Society of New Zealand by the Members thereof to grant Certificates of Competency to Printers,



And Whereas ............ 
has satisfied the Board of Examiners at ......... that he is a competent workman,



This is to Certify 
that the said .......... has been duly admitted by the Executive Council of the Society to the Degree of Class Printer.



Given under our hands this ...... day of 189..


.........  Chairman.


......... Secretary.


[seal]


(6) By having a Register-Book prepared, and Apprentices' Certificates printed on stout paper, as below:



Typographical Society of New Zealand.



This is to Certify 
that ............. 
has passed the Examination as a .......... Year Apprentice.




........ Chairman Examining Board.


........ 189..





N.B.—This Certificate must be produced to the Supervisor before sitting for a subsequent Examination.










Chairmen of Boards should be requested to send the names and grades of passed apprentices, for registration by the Executive Council. (7) By preparing and publishing a list of fair offices into which recognized Society apprentices are allowed to be taken as vacancies occur, supplementing the list from time to time as needs require. By giving the greatest possible publicity to the facts that after 1st January, 189-, on no pretext whatever will youths be recognized or classified from outside offices; neither will they be rated as Certificated Compositors when of age; and that no turnovers nor improvers can be taken into Society offices from unrecognized offices. That no boys over fifteen years of age can be taken as apprentices into Society offices. Provided always that the Supreme Executive Council shall have discretionary powers in exceptional cases where injustice may be done to an individual through no fault of his own; but that in no case shall an admission be allowed, either as journeyman or apprentice, without examination and favorable report from the Examining Board of the District. Further, the Executive may inflict a penalty on admission if it be proved that carelessness on the part of the applicant is a part of the cause. In cases of exceptional admission, the facts should be briefly stated in the Register of Printers. (8) As to carry out the foregoing honestly will involve a large amount of extra clerical and other labor, a paid officer should be appointed to initiate the movement. After (say) the first year, the duties might be amalgamated with those of the Executive Secretary. (9) That powers be sought from Parliament to have the regulations recognized in the Trades and Labor legislation, thereby giving them the force of law.






Typo: A Monthly Newspaper and Literary Review, Volume 4

Conclusion.—





Conclusion.—


If the foregoing, or an equivalent, be adopted, it will within a year check the boy-labor business in the printing profession, as lads and their friends will naturally pause before entering non-Society offices, and the demand in the fair offices is always limited. The educational test will be a bar-sinister to the rag, tag, and bobtail; the status of all printers will be at once raised, and in a few years enormously increased. The sympathies of all the leading Masters will undoubtedly be with the Society, as by the proposed scheme their own interests will be materially conserved. Thus the Society will become a power in the land not to be despised, funds for the various laudable objects of the institution will be abundant, and men will be proud of their membership.


Free discussion of these suggestions is invited.




C. H. Chatwin.
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[miscellaneous paragraphs]




It would be out of place in these pages to chronicle the recent conduct of Mr Parnell, which has caused the great breach in the Home Bule party. It is nearly two years since, that in commenting on the Times-Parnell business, we expressed certain views regarding the Irish leader (and gave reasons for the same) which were contrary to those of nearly every newspaper in the Colony, and in regard to which we received several private letters of expostulation from subscribers, one from so far away as London. By a certain newspaper in Napier, we were fiercely attacked. We took no notice of this at the time; but may be excused for remarking that now, when Mr Parnell is down, this same newspaper is jumping upon him six times a week with its heaviest boots. Eighteen months ago all the resources of vituperation were found insufficient to denounce 
The Times; now they are turned in the opposite direction. Mr Parnell's private character— his ingratitude to the veteran statesman who sacrificed so much on his account; his dealings with trust funds—are criticized in a hundred New Zealand papers with a wealth of invective that after all is not very creditable to the writers. We refused to join in the chorus against 
The Times, but plainly expressed our opinion that the statements in « Parnellism and Crime, » were in the main correct. We asserted the belief—which we still hold—that Pigott was induced by the offer of a bribe (which was not paid) by certain parties in Parnell's interest, to obtain the publication of forgeries in 
The Times to discredit a very compromising genuine document already published in 
fac-simile. As a matter, however, which comes within our own scope, we direct attention to a few late telegrams, quoted elsewhere, illustrative of the kind of liberty which the Irish press might expect if Mr Parnell had his own way. Under so-called British coercion, the Irish press, so long as it did not directly incite to murder, had full licence— now that the Irish patriots have fallen out among themselves, they have found it necessary to obtain police assistance to enable their newspapers to be published at all, and even to secure themselves from personal violence!






Typo: A Monthly Newspaper and Literary Review, Volume 4

[advert]






[image: Notice of Typo's Change of Address.]







Typo: A Monthly Newspaper and Literary Review, Volume 4

Literature






Literature.



Rarely has a young author come to the front in so short a time as Mr Rudyard Kipling. Altogether unknown a few months ago, his books are now read everywhere, and magazine-editors compete with each other for his contributions. According to Andrew Lang, whose critical judgment few would question, « a new star in literature » has arisen. His stories, says Mr Lang, are « characterized by extraordinary brightness, brevity, observation, humor: unusual, perhaps unexampled knowledge of life in India—life of the people, of their white rulers, of men and women, and of the private soldiers. He has the unusual art of telling a short story; he cuts it down to almost anecdote in his hatred of the prolix and the superfluous. » He was born at Bombay on 30th December, 1865. According to Mr M. McPherson, in the 
Inland Printer, he is « an almost perfect illustration of hereditary genius. The elder Kipling was employed by the Government of Bombay as one of the art professors in the Bombay School of Design. He was an admirable artist and original designer. One of his fads—if we may call such a thing a fad—was the preservation of native art in all its original purity. He was a prolific and delightful writer, and his literary contributions to the leading English papers in the East were read by thousands with the keenest delight. His wife was also a person of remarkable literary attainments. The letters, stories, and poems of Alice Kipling were admired throughout the length and breadth of India for their easy gracefulness and exquisite daintiness of fancy. And she could be vigorous, too. » Last year Rudyard Kipling visited England, paying a long visit to America on the way. « His political opinions, » says Mr Lang, « are of the kind which were English in the old days before Mr Gladstone; and I am not aware that he has ever attempted to overthrow the Christian religion, nor to supply his own mixture at reasonable charges as a substitute. He is thus, though young and popular, a little belated in our intelligent and advanced generation. » We suppose that there are few of our readers who have not met with some of Mr Kipling's sketches, and have not been struck with their fresh and vivid style. He is somewhat too realistic in the way in which he reproduces the talk of the camp. No doubt he tones it down considerably, but he might with advantage do so to a greater extent. Some of the vernacular of Tommy Atkins requires translation as much as that of the natives. Mr Kipling—like many another successful writer—graduated in the school of journalism; his first sketches were contributed to the press, and his first book was set up by his own hands. His is just now suffering from the effects of overwork, and has retired to Italy, where, undisturbed by the importunities of publishers, he hopes to complete a novel on which he is engaged. Some of his brief sketches already published are likely to take a permanent place in literature; and if he can maintain an equal standard in sustained effort, and does not fall into the error of attempting too much work, his future fame is assured. In our present issue will be found a short piece of Mr Kipling's, in verse, which exhibits both the forcible points and the defects of his style. It is a parable with a moral worth thinking out. Mr Kipling recognizes a fact which socialists in vain endeavor to ignore—that for good or evil, the human affections are after all the motive powers of life, and must be taken into account by all who aim at social reconstruction or reform.


According to the 
Printer's Register, the manuscript of « The Pentateuch of Printing, » by the late William Blades, is being edited for the press by Mr Talbot B. Reed, and will be published by Elliot Stock.


Justin McCarthy has dedicated the following sonnet to the memory of the late Richard Burton:—






Farewell, dear friend, dead hero! The great life



Is ended, the great perils, the great joys,



And he to whom adventures were as toys,



Who seemed to bear a charm 'gainst spear or



Or bullet, now lies silent from all strife [knife



Out yonder where the Austrian eagles poise



On Istrian hills. But England, at the noise



Of that dread fall, weeps with the hero's wife.



Oh, last and noblest of the Errant Knights,



The English soldier and the Arab Sheik,



Oh, singer of the East, who loved so well



The deathless wonder of the Arabian nights,



Who touched Camoens' lute, and still would seek



Ever new deeds until the end—farewell!





We find the following paragraph in the 
Printing Times: The French Academy has abandoned its dictionary! Since as far back as 1835 the Academy has been preparing this prodigious work, which was to be official. From time to time the newspapers had contained announcements that the academicians had been in council working on their dictionary, but they never could get beyond the letter A. It was a despairing case. Many of the 
Immortals have said that the work would be useless; that it would have no purpose; that, Penelope task as it was, it was always being re-commenced. They have at last been listened to, with the result that the news of the definite abandonment of the dictionary is said to be official. Meanwhile, it is asked, what is to become of the result of all this vast labor of fifty-five years on the letter A?


We find, under the signature of « Charles Mackenzie, » the following stanzas on their rounds:—






Hide long, unbridled years, ride long,



While morning glory tints the hills;



Ride to the rhythm of the song



Brave youth hath shapen into trills.



O'er champaign bright, with ringing hoof,



That mocks the buried city's dust,



Beneath the wonder-spangled roof,



Ride on before young life can rust.



Love's chiselled honors stand as gods



Afar, where sea and heaven meet;



Think not what lies beneath the sods



Can make the ride less long and fleet.



Then ride, unbridled years, ride long;



Nor look what follows in your wake—



A shadow may unnerve the strong,



A ghost can e'en a hero quake.





They are not published as an enigma, nor do they appear to be intended as a joke. The twice-repeated metaphor with which the piece opens is at least original—it is usually the horse, and not the rider, that is bridled. After careful reading, we are obliged to conclude that the poem is an amphigory, which (according to Webster) is « a rigmarole, with apparent meaning, which, on further examination, proves to be meaningless. » If all amphigoric rhymes, in the words of Calverley,






Could be furled together, this genial weather,



And carted or carried on « wafts » away,



Nor ever again trotted out—ah me!



How much fewer volumes of verse there'd be!





The Wellington Times says:—We have just seen in that excellent publication Little Folks, a story of adventure in New Zealand which makes some wonderful misstatements. A party of young people land in a kauri forest close to Wellington; they find snakes in the grass; they are attacked by bloodthirsty natives armed with boomerangs; they are addressed as « Paheka. » and they are thre'at-ened with tortures unmentionable. They escape only to fall into the hands of bushrangers, and finally they bring up safe within the sound of railway whistles and the roar of Cobb and Co's coaches!


Mr Henry Varley, a noted « evangelist, » who is conducting a vigorous anti gambling crusade in Melbourne, has broken out into verse. The following is said to be one of his best efforts:—






Higher than Melos or Highborn,



Our choice! His worth? Thousands. In fine



Worthy for deeds of honour, glory,



Great horsey Idol, Lord Carbine.



How we prayed him to ride first-



Object of worship, pass the line;



That prayer he answered. More,



He gave us gold—our Lord Carbine.





If Mr Varley is really capable of producing worse verse than this, his abilities in that line must be unparalleled.
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[miscellaneous paragraphs]




From a circular received from Dunedin we gather that an attempt is likely to be made to resuscitate the New Zealand Journal of Science. The magazine was published in 1882-5, and was creditably conducted; but subscribers did not pay up. If we rightly remember, the editors, in their valedictory address, stated that they had even Bishops on their list who were deaf to all appeals from the publisher. We fear that the general public are as dilatory in this respect as ever. A really good general magazine, with a scientific department, might be able to compete successfully with outside literature; but a purely scientific periodical will find its path a thorny one.


From some very interesting telegrams which have been published during the month narrating the split in the Irish party, we quote the following, which relate to the press: 10th December.—Owing to the newspaper 
United Ireland supporting Mr Justin McCarthy, Mr Parnell seized the plant, ejected the acting editor, and destroyed the week's edition. This action led to a free fight, and sticks and stones were freely used in the scuffle. [? Composing sticks and imposing-stones.] After the row a great crowd assembled, and recaptured the place. 11th December.—Mr Parnell addressed a meeting of sixty thousand people in Dublin. He was exhausted after his scuffle at the office of 
United Ireland and his expulsion of the editor. McCarthy's supporters, in revenge, raided the 
Young Ireland office and smashed the type. 12th December.—Before leaving Dublin for Cork, Parnell re-entered the office of 
United Ireland and smashed the doors. The residences of those members of the Irish parliamentary party who seceded from Parnell are guarded by the police. 13th December.—Two numbers of the 
United Ireland have been issued. A thousand copies of one issue were seized by armed men and thrown into the Liffey. This week's edition of the new 
United Ireland was issued from the office of the Nation. The offices of both new and old 
United Ireland are now watched by armed men. 16th December—Mr Parnell has obtained an injunction against Mr McCarthy with respect to the 
United Ireland newspaper. 18th December.—The injunction obtained by Mr Parnell has been disregarded. The paper will be re-named, and it is believed that it cannot be suppressed.
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Confessio Amantis.




When do I love you most, sweet books of mine?



In strenuous morns, when o'er your leaves I pore



Austerely bent to win austerest lore,



Forgetting how the dewy meadows shine,



Or afternoons when honeysuckles twine



About the seat, and to some dreamy shore



Of old Romance, where lovers evermore



Keep blissful hours, I follow at your sign.



Yea, ye are precious then, but most to me



Ere lamplight dawneth, when low croons the Are



To whispering twilight in my little room,



And eyes read not, but sitting silently



I feel your great hearts throbbing deep in quire,



And hear you breathing round me in the gloom.



—Bookmart.





Richard Le Gallienne.








&




Of all the types in a printer's hand



Commend me to the Amperzand,



For he's the gentleman (seems to me)



Of the typographical companie.



Oh my nice little Amperzand,



My graceful, swanlike Amperzand.



Nothing that Cadmus ever planned



Equals my elegant Amperzand!



Many a letter your writers hate,



Ugly Q. with his tail so straight,



X, that makes you cross as a bear,



And Z, that helps you with zounds to swear.



But not my nice little Arnperzand



My easily dashed-off Amperzand,



Any odd shape folks understand,



To mean my Protean Amperzand!



Nothing for him that's starch or stiff;



Never he's used in scold or tiff;



State epistles, so dull and grand,



Mustn't contain the shortened and.



No, my nice little Amperzand, [bland;



You are good for those who are jolly and



In days when letters were dried with sand



Old frumps wouldn't use my Amperzand!



But he is dear in old friendship's call,



Or when love is laughing through lady-scrawl,



Come & dine, & have bachelor's fare.



Come. & I'll keep you a round & square.



Yes, my nice little Amperzand



Never must into a word expand:



Gentle sign of affection stand,



My kind, familiar Amperzand.



—From an old volume of 
Punch.






"Forever."




Forever; 'tis a single word!



Our rude forefathers deemed it two:



Can you imagine so absurd



A view?



Forever I "What abysms of woe



The word reveals, what frenzy, what



Despair! For ever (printed so)



Did not.



It looks, ah me! how trite and tame!



It fails to sadden or appal,



Or solace—it is not the same



At all.



O thou to whom it first occurred



To solder the disjoin'd, and dower



Thy native language with a word



Of power,



We bless thee! whether far or near



Thy dwelling, whether dark or fair



Thy kingly brow, is neither here Nor there.



But in men's hearts shall be thy throne,



While the great pulse of England beats;



Thou coiner of a word unknown



To Keats.



And nevermore must printer do



As men did longago; but run



« For » into « ever, » bidding two



Be one.



Forever! passion-fraught, it throws



O'er the dim page a gloom, a glamour:



It's sweet, it's strange; and I suppose



It's grammar.



Forever! 'Tis a single word!



And yet our fathers deemed it two:



Nor am I confident they err'd Are you?



—
C. S. Calverley's Fly Leaves.






Ballata




A Compositor Bewaileth Her Case.





It was a type-setter,



A gentle, modest maid.



And every word she said



One, a reporter, listening, wrote of her:



« I've tried in vain to read this manuscript;



Its like I never saw.



It looks as though a spider had been dipped



In ink, and set to draw



A map; or with her claw



The office cat had written



Instructions to her kitten,



With musical Persian words for mew and purr.



« There are some letters that look cuneiform,



And others seem Chinese.



The punctuation-points are in a swarm,



Like angry, hiving bees—



Whereof I have decrease Of pay, which is by the em,



Since I lose time by them



Who thus to write illegibly prefer.



« They write of peculations in high places,



And frauds which have occurred;



We type-setters, perplexed before our cases,



Are puzzled at each word;



To indignation stirred,



I scruple not to state:



Those authors peculate



Who write as ill as you, and you, do, sir!



« That journalist my gratitude engages,



Whose writing clear and plain



Is found on one side only of his pages;



For I need not explain



That all the time I gain



So much the more I earn



Who doth me this good turn



A rightful favor kindly doth confer.



« If you take pity of my sad complaint,



I will henceforth avoid



Misprints sufficient to provoke a saint,



By which you are annoyed;



Perfection unalloyed



Shall be my type-setting—



This is no little thing,



To promise that no errors shall occur!



« And if in haste—for such things have been done—



Your pen should chance to lapse



From full conformity with Worcester's Un-



Abridged; or if, perhaps



(For Homer had his naps),



A verb being singular,



With plural noun should war,



I will hide your failing from the proof-reader.



« For author and compositor being come



The reign of amity,



Of syntax the desired millennium,



And of orthography—



The reading world shall see



The apotheosis solemn,



Complete in every column,



Of the ideal, the perfect newspaper!»



It was a type-setter,



A gentle, modest maid,



And every word she said



One, a reporter, listening, wrote of her.



—
Press and Printer.





E. Cavazza.
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Confessio Amantis.




When do I love you most, sweet books of mine?



In strenuous morns, when o'er your leaves I pore



Austerely bent to win austerest lore,



Forgetting how the dewy meadows shine,



Or afternoons when honeysuckles twine



About the seat, and to some dreamy shore



Of old Romance, where lovers evermore



Keep blissful hours, I follow at your sign.



Yea, ye are precious then, but most to me



Ere lamplight dawneth, when low croons the Are



To whispering twilight in my little room,



And eyes read not, but sitting silently



I feel your great hearts throbbing deep in quire,



And hear you breathing round me in the gloom.



—Bookmart.





Richard Le Gallienne.
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Of all the types in a printer's hand



Commend me to the Amperzand,



For he's the gentleman (seems to me)



Of the typographical companie.



Oh my nice little Amperzand,



My graceful, swanlike Amperzand.



Nothing that Cadmus ever planned



Equals my elegant Amperzand!



Many a letter your writers hate,



Ugly Q. with his tail so straight,



X, that makes you cross as a bear,



And Z, that helps you with zounds to swear.



But not my nice little Arnperzand



My easily dashed-off Amperzand,



Any odd shape folks understand,



To mean my Protean Amperzand!



Nothing for him that's starch or stiff;



Never he's used in scold or tiff;



State epistles, so dull and grand,



Mustn't contain the shortened and.



No, my nice little Amperzand, [bland;



You are good for those who are jolly and



In days when letters were dried with sand



Old frumps wouldn't use my Amperzand!



But he is dear in old friendship's call,



Or when love is laughing through lady-scrawl,



Come & dine, & have bachelor's fare.



Come. & I'll keep you a round & square.



Yes, my nice little Amperzand



Never must into a word expand:



Gentle sign of affection stand,



My kind, familiar Amperzand.



—From an old volume of 
Punch.
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"Forever."




Forever; 'tis a single word!



Our rude forefathers deemed it two:



Can you imagine so absurd



A view?



Forever I "What abysms of woe



The word reveals, what frenzy, what



Despair! For ever (printed so)



Did not.



It looks, ah me! how trite and tame!



It fails to sadden or appal,



Or solace—it is not the same



At all.



O thou to whom it first occurred



To solder the disjoin'd, and dower



Thy native language with a word



Of power,



We bless thee! whether far or near



Thy dwelling, whether dark or fair



Thy kingly brow, is neither here Nor there.



But in men's hearts shall be thy throne,



While the great pulse of England beats;



Thou coiner of a word unknown



To Keats.



And nevermore must printer do



As men did longago; but run



« For » into « ever, » bidding two



Be one.



Forever! passion-fraught, it throws



O'er the dim page a gloom, a glamour:



It's sweet, it's strange; and I suppose



It's grammar.



Forever! 'Tis a single word!



And yet our fathers deemed it two:



Nor am I confident they err'd Are you?



—
C. S. Calverley's Fly Leaves.
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Ballata




A Compositor Bewaileth Her Case.





It was a type-setter,



A gentle, modest maid.



And every word she said



One, a reporter, listening, wrote of her:



« I've tried in vain to read this manuscript;



Its like I never saw.



It looks as though a spider had been dipped



In ink, and set to draw



A map; or with her claw



The office cat had written



Instructions to her kitten,



With musical Persian words for mew and purr.



« There are some letters that look cuneiform,



And others seem Chinese.



The punctuation-points are in a swarm,



Like angry, hiving bees—



Whereof I have decrease Of pay, which is by the em,



Since I lose time by them



Who thus to write illegibly prefer.



« They write of peculations in high places,



And frauds which have occurred;



We type-setters, perplexed before our cases,



Are puzzled at each word;



To indignation stirred,



I scruple not to state:



Those authors peculate



Who write as ill as you, and you, do, sir!



« That journalist my gratitude engages,



Whose writing clear and plain



Is found on one side only of his pages;



For I need not explain



That all the time I gain



So much the more I earn



Who doth me this good turn



A rightful favor kindly doth confer.



« If you take pity of my sad complaint,



I will henceforth avoid



Misprints sufficient to provoke a saint,



By which you are annoyed;



Perfection unalloyed



Shall be my type-setting—



This is no little thing,



To promise that no errors shall occur!



« And if in haste—for such things have been done—



Your pen should chance to lapse



From full conformity with Worcester's Un-



Abridged; or if, perhaps



(For Homer had his naps),



A verb being singular,



With plural noun should war,



I will hide your failing from the proof-reader.



« For author and compositor being come



The reign of amity,



Of syntax the desired millennium,



And of orthography—



The reading world shall see



The apotheosis solemn,



Complete in every column,



Of the ideal, the perfect newspaper!»



It was a type-setter,



A gentle, modest maid,



And every word she said



One, a reporter, listening, wrote of her.



—
Press and Printer.





E. Cavazza.
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Our Exchanges.



The 
American Art Printer for October has some timely words on strikes. In a leader entitled « The Madness of it, » the editor says: « This is the age of great inventions. No one dares now to say that anything is impossible in the material world, after all this generation has seen. Is the moral world incapable of progress? … Meantime we have a word for the members of unions and other organizations: Do your part of the preparatory work by freezing out the demagogues, who have so often led you to ruin. » —It has an interesting 
fac-simile of Edison's 
Grand Trunk Herald, the first and only newspaper ever published on a train. The color-supplement is a really beautiful business card, composition by W. Rohlfing, with Louis C. Hesse, St Louis, and printed at the 
Art Printer office by W. C. Ryan. It also contains a remarkable and admirable Japanese study in rule-work, by Edouard Lanier, a French compositor.


Mr G. H. Davis appears to be making a success of the 
Lithographic Art Journal (New York). No. 10 contains a capital pair of photo-engravings entitled « A Fish Story. » The figures are life-like, and full of character. No. 14 appears with a new and well-designed emblematic heading, and has for a frontispiece a fine bust of Senefelder. It contains also a very beautiful chromo, in imitation of water-color, by Buck and Co., representing a scene on the Hudson.


The 
Artist Printer not only holds its ground, but goes ahead. In its November issue it reports 584 new subscribers in one month. It has lately published some 
fac-similes of the unique stigmatype and rule-work of the Viennese artist Carl Fasol. A singular and elaborate rule-work view of the Tower of London, by an English comp, E. Allan, appears in the November issue. It is admirable in its way, but does not equal recent French specimens. One feature of the 
Artist Printer is that it absolutely eschews italic. But it uses small-caps. Why?



La Typologie-Tucker for August contains a review of a new French dictionary published by Delagrave, and the work of three professors, MM. Adolphe, 
[
unclear: Haezfeld,] Arsène Darmesteter, and Antoine Thomas. The work is compiled on an admirable system, special attention having been paid to the etymological section. The etymology of the word rounne is quoted as showing the pains taken in fixing the true derivation; and the article Bassin, to illustrate the method of classification of shades of meaning, literal and figurative. The latter is interesting to the English reader as showing the exact parallelism of the word in all its meanings with the English word Basin. The excellent Diction-naire Typo-Lithographique is continued, and has reached the letter I.


Mr John Bassett, well known as the biographer of « Eminent Living Printers, » and editor of the Effective Advertiser, has retired from that paper, and intends to bring out a new printers' trade organ early in 1891. This adds one more to the many unexpected changes this year has seen in the journalism of the Craft.


We have received the first number of the Toronto Specimen, the organ of the Toronto Typefoundry. It is beautifully printed, and contains many specimens of recent American designs in type. We do not see any original faces.


In his notes from Argentina, in the Printing Times, Mr Walter Lodia says:—El Poli-grafo, the only journal of the printing art, has been discontinued till better times return. La Tipografia Argentina has ceased to appear in the directory of « periodicos. »


The Union Printer (New York) credits an item from our columus to « London Typo. » London is well enough supplied with trade journals without this addition.
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Greeting Cards.


We have to acknowledge a neat card, in four colors, from Lyon and Blair, containing the season's greetings, with a reminder that the firm has this year celebrated its jubilee. The card reflects great credit upon the comp, Mr E. E. Wright.— Evening News staff, Napier, send « Kindly greeting and all good wishes. » —Mr A. A. George, printer, Hastings, wishes us the compliments of the season on a card decorated with MacKellar's Japanese combination, printed in chocolate ink.—The Argus companionship, Melbourne, send us a neat lithographed card in two colors, adorned with native flowers, with a sketch of the fine offices of the Argus and Australasian.
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Almanacs


The Star Almanac and Directory (Innes and Co., Hawera) is as usual admirably compiled and well printed. The present is the eighth annual issue, and exhibits in a remarkable degree the progress of the important district of which Hawera is the centre.


From Messrs Dinwiddie, Walker and Co. we have a copy of the Hawke's Bay and East Coast Almanac and Directory for 1891, which is larger and in many respects an improvement on former issues. As the only book almanac and directory on the East Coast it should find an extensive sale. Many of the special features of Harding's East Coast Directory, now discontinued, have been introduced. As an appendix, is issued the whole of an illustrated work—The Hot Lakes, Volcanoes, and Geysers of New Zealand, with Legends, originally published two years ago—a well-written guide-book, adding much to the value of the work. Altogether the volume contains nearly 500 pages.


From Messrs Murray and Spencer, printers, Auckland, we have a copy of « The Illustrated Household Almanac and Diary for 1891, » published at sixpence. It is the neatest and best sixpenny almanac that we have seen in the colony. It is not, like the majority of book-almanacs, intended for office use, but for the home. It contains postal and mail tables, and information of that class, but is chiefly devoted to household matters. Scraps, verses, and Reed's « Artistic » vignettes brighten its pages. The frontispiece is an excellent portrait of Sir George Grey, and a very appreciative biography of our « G.O.M. » is given.


From Lyon & Blair, Wellington, we have a neat card calendar, with postal time-tables; and from Whitcombe & Tombs, Christchurch, we have a large tear-off calendar, in red and black, with a pretty vignette of the native tui or parson-bird in the upper left-hand corner.


Mr T. E. Fraser, Christchurch, sends us the War Cry sheet almanac for 1891. It contains some good engravings, is well printed, and is gay with the colors of the Army. We have also sheet almanacs from the Evening Press, Northern Luminary, and Nanawatu Daily Times.
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In the libel action of the Sydney Evening News against the Star, in which £5000 damages were claimed, the verdict was given for the defendant.


A branch of the N.Z.T.A. for the West Coast of the South Island has just been formed. Mr Sutherland is the secretary, with headquarters at Greymouth. There is some likelihood of Wanganui also forming a branch.


It is stated that the astronomer of New South Wales has discovered a new universe. What a splendid new field (says « Cyclops » ) for some of our unsuccessful politicians with fads to try their nostrums in if they could only get to that « new universe!»


A statistical contemporary has discovered that the proportion of newspapers to the world's population is 1 to 85,000. From which we find that Typo's subscription list is not yet quite up to its due proportion. Let our subscribers take the hint, and double it two or three times.


South Australia, this session, has produced the biggest « Hansard » on record; and « the work of the session, » the Shorthand Journal remarks, « is as small as the talk has been long. » This is an invariable rule in colonial parliaments—the work is always in inverse proportion to the talk. The endless talkers not only do no good themselves, but prevent their rational and industrious colleagues from doing any.


When James Gordon Bennett made a very advantageous offer to Mr Burgess, of East Harding-street, to print the London edition of the New York Herald, the reply was, « Make it a six-days' paper and I will accept your offer. As a seven-days' paper I cannot touch it. » In the early issues Mr Bennett ridiculed the English feeling on the subject, and boasted that the Herald had « come to stay. » Its stay was less than two years.


We were surprised, and a little startled as well, to read in the New Zealand notes of the Shorthand Journal, that « Mr Dolamore, editor and part-proprietor of the Mataura Ensign, has been compelled to resign that position owing to ill-health. » —The correspondent, apparently, in taking his items from the September Typo (or the compositor in setting the letter), ran two consecutive items together, and the resignation and its cause referred, not to Mr Dolamore, but to Mr Vesey Hamilton.


Mr A. W. Hogg, late of the Wairarapa Star, the newly-elected member for Masterton, is one of the extreme type of radicals. According to a Christchurch paper he was formerly on the staff of a Geelong paper owned by Graham Berry, who « burst up » things generally in Victoria with a vengeance some years ago. Mr Hogg has always been a great admirer of Berry. Coming to New Zealand, he joined the Dunedin Evening Age as reporter, and afterwards became editor; but the paper was a failure. Afterwards he edited the Ashburton Mail, when the paper was owned by Ivess. Latterly he has been editor and part-proprietor of the Masterton Star. Some time ago efforts were made, but without success, to float a company to take over the Star. The partnership of Smith and Hogg has been dissolved, Mr J. J. Smith becoming sole proprietor of the concern.
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The new postal rate to England has added two to the list of New Zealand postage stamps, the new values being 2½d and 5d. In design they bear no resemblance to the existing series.


We have to thank the 
Australasian Shorthand Journal for a complete file. This neat little magazine is so full of press items of interest that we feel tempted to « annex » the greater part of its contents!


The London edition of the New York Herald, after undergoing a reduction in size owing to mechanical (?) difficulties, was discontinued at the end of September. The cause of its decease was simple enough— London would not stand a seven-day newspaper.


A correspondent of the 
Shorthand Journal, in reference to an insult offered to the profession by certain mine-owners, says that « reporters themselves want to be told pretty sharply how they ought to uphold the dignity of the profession. » This remark applies to New Zealand also, as an incident recorded by us in our September issue sufficiently proves. The editor of the Journal says: « If reporters will persist in being snubbed there is no use for an Association. »


The Wanganui 
Chronicle says: The Rangitikei Advocate has changed hands at a satisfactory figure, and will be handed over to the new proprietors as soon as the necessary preliminaries have been settled. Mr Kirkbride offered the property, we understand, to Mr Arkwright early in October last, but the latter did not avail himself of the opportunity to secure an organ. Mr Kirkbride has managed the paper with conspicuous ability and success during the seventeen years he has had it, and has made it one of the very best country newspaper properties in the colony. (Mr Arkwright, it may be added, is the recently-defeated candidate for the Rangitikei district.)


Mr C. P. Moody, who followed the Australian Eleven during their home trip, on behalf of the 
Argus and other journals, has returned to Adelaide, has resumed his position on the 
Register staff, and is doing « Hansard. »


New Zealand is the recruiting-field for the great Australian newspapers. The latest promotion is that of Mr H. J. Taperell, chief of the reporting staff of the Wellington Times to the Sydney 
Telegraph. We wish him all success.


We learn from the 
Shorthand Journal the Victorian Reporters' Association has provided its members with a badge of membership. Instructions have been issued to the metropolitan police to recognize the badge on all occasions when the presence of reporters is necessary.


The editor of a newspaper published at Bourke (N.S.W.) has been removed from the local magistracy in consequence of an article reflecting in strong terms on the private character of the Prince of Wales having appeared in his paper. No doubt the article appearing in so influential a quarter was exceedingly damaging to his Royal Highness.


James Thompson, Coshocton, 0., (says the 
National Publisher and Printer), is probably the youngest political writer in Ohio. He contributes to the Democratic Standard, and his writings have attracted a good deal of attention in that part of the State. [We would like to be able to see the criticisms of Mr Thompson at 45 on his published articles written at 15.]


The 
Evening Standard Newspaper Company (Limited), Melbourne, has undergone the usual experience of joint-stock newspaper companies, and is trying to sell to another company. The cost of running the Standard was about £942 a week, the total for the half-year ending 31st October last being £23,595. The debit balance at the commencement of the period, representing former losses, was £9994, and at the end of the half-year it had riscn to £12,640. The assets are described as very fragile.


Acting under the instructions of the Premier of New South Wales, the Under-Secretary has written to Mr W. N. Willis, m.l.a., and enclosed an extract from a newspaper of which he is the reputed proprietor, asking whether, in view of that treasonable publication, Mr Willis had any reason to advance why he should not be removed from the magistracy as a person unfit to hold her Majesty's Commission. The paragraph forwarded to Mr Willis recommended unionists to provide themselves with repeating rifles and ammunition in order to be in a better position to enforce their demands.


The New South Wales Reporters' Association, according to the 
Shorthand Journal for December, is in a bad way. The editor says: « We remember, something over a year ago, reading all about the wonderful Institute of Journalists in New South Wales. Even that high-sounding name did not carry them to prosperity. Without one single act to benefit reporters, the institute died, and out of its ashes rose a branch of the Reporter's Association. The reporters outside of New South Wales imagined that it would rise like the Phoenix of old, but the expectation has not been fulfilled. »


The Manawatu 
Standard is to change hands at the beginning of the year, Mr A. M'Minn, who has been the proprietor for the past ten years, having disposed of it to Mr Fred Pirani, the unsuccessful candidate at the late election. Mr Pirani may yet be able to write m.h.r. after his name.


Mr J. F. Byrne, of the literary staff of the Geelong 
Advertiser, was presented, on the 25th October, by the journalists of the city, and the mechanical staff of the 
Advertiser, with a handsome gift on the occasion of his leaving to take a position on the Melbourne Age.


The new threepenny stamp on the British Empire postal card is really artistic. The central vignette is a perfect copy of Professor von Angeli's celebrated full-length portrait of her Majesty, reduced to something under an inch in height; and the engraving is of the highest class. As the postal rate for letters to New Zealand is now 2½d, and the postal card 3d, it is not likely that a great number of the latter will find their way here.


Mr Fletcher Johnston, son of the late Mr Justice Johnston (N.Z.), who has for some time been acting as law reporter on the South Australian 
Register, leaves that paper at the end of December. He is already a New Zealand barrister, and is staying in Adelaide to qualify himself for admittance to the local bar. So says the 
Shorthand Journal. We may add that his father, while qualifying in London many years ago, practised law reporting, and his name is to be found in the capacity of law reporter in old volumes of the Law Journal reports.
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Obituary.


Mr Mervyn L. Hawkes, author of « A Primrose Dame, » died on 28th October, aged 28.


In the May number of the 
Shorthand Journal is announced the death, in Sydney, at an advanced age, of Mr Jacob Pitman, an elder brother of Isaac Pitman, the inventor of phonography. In the shorthand portion of the paper is a brief article by Mr Pitman, written by him in January last, he then being confined to his bed. The 
Journal promises a biographical account of the deceased gentleman's Australian career.


It is with great regret that we note the death (reported by telegram from Berlin, dated 27th December) of Dr Heinrich Schliemann, at the age of 68. Dr Schliemann was one of the most distinguished archæologists of the century, and his discoveries at the hill of Hissarlik alone were sufficient to establish a lasting reputation. He seemed to possess a species of insight—a kind of mental divining-rod—and in regions ransacked for ages by rapacious hordes in search of treasure, seemed able to go straight to unsuspected and uninviting spots, whence he disentombed marvels of antique art. His discoveries have removed the Homeric poems from the region of myth to that of ancient history. Only last mail news was received of the vigorous manner in which he was still exploring the site of ancient Troy; and his removal in the midst of his usefulness, when years of active work might have still been expected from him, will be deplored by the whole scientific world.
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Wellington, New Zealand: Published by Robert Coupland Harding, and Printed by Lyon & Blair, at their registered Printing Office, Lambton Quay.—December, 1890.
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