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Appeal here for guns for Viet Cong?


Mystery pamphlet


By Hugh Rennie







University And Student administrators have acted rapidly to stop a purported attempt to collect money to buy guns, food and medicine for the Viet Cong.




A Pamphlet calling for this was circulated last week. It asks intending donators to send money to the "World Affairs Council." 
Po Box 196, Wellington — the university's mail address.



But Any Mail sent to this address will be returned to senders by the university.


Whether the pamphlet is a valid attempt to collect money for the purpose or a clumsy attempt to produce a backlash of publicity against Vietnam protest groups is not clear.


But copies have been handed about and pinned to noticeboards over the past week.






Not known


Top university administration men have assured the students association that no organisation under the name of the "World Affairs Council" is known to the university mail service.


And an organisation of this name—a responsible student club—became defunct three years ago.


Spokesmen for protest groups have told Salient they have not heard of the scheme.


Yet the pamphlet, headed "Weekly Newsletter No. 1." claims £15 has already been collected and gives details of donations totalling £8/15/-.






Quoted


"Some time ago a number of people decided that some definite action and commitment was required from all those opposed to the Vietnam War." say the pamphlets anonymous authors.


"Towards this end a society has been formed whose aim is to help the Vietnam people throw off the yoke of foreign oppression and imperialism.


"We feel that by making financial contributions to the NLF we can assist the Vietnam people in their heroic struggle against American, imperialism.


"It is not enough to stand idly outside Parliament uselessly protesting. The people of Vietnam want guns, food and medicine which your money can help provide. Your money can help end foreign oppression."


Students association president John McGrath. asked to comment, says he is puzzled how any person seriously trying to raise funds could think they would be forwarded through the university.


But he says his investigations have shown that the pamphlet is a serious one, involving a few students.


However, neither Mr. McGrath nor Salient has been able to trace any of the persons involved.


Included in the list of donations is "P.T. VUW 10. -," and "R.S. AU £1."


The pamphlet says that the group has applied to the Reserve Bank for a permit to remit funds overseas — but doesn't expect to get it.


Accordingly, it says it will remit funds to a Hong Kong group by using the British postal note system. The group will forward the money to the Vietnamese.


The pamphlet also reports a message of congratulation received from Juan Hernandos, of the Cuban Students' Revolutionary Party.


Says the pamphlet: "In fact he says 'we commend you in your glorious stand against American Imperialism in Vietnam.' We are not alone! Every worker in the free world supports us. 
Do You?"


At the same time, chalked slogans have appeared at the university: "Aid the NLF" and similar slogans.
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Council Refuses Money


by Philip Marshall




The University Council has refused a grant to the students' association to assist with orientation activities this year.



Executive had proposed to send four delegates to visit schools in the Wellington. Hutt Valley and Golden Coast areas. They also planned to invite schools to the Student Union in the August vacation to hear lectures on student life.


The Council was dissatisfied with the tour of schools programme arranged last year. This time executive planned to send only four delegates instead of the previous 20. Mr. Ian McKinnon stressed that this would allow executive greater control over delegates. Executive could also be more selective in its choice of candidates. The cost would only be about £50.


Council has agreed to the programme but insists the students' association themselves meet the cost involved.
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Vic may yet lose '65 tourney!


by Hugh Rennie






Victoria may yet lose the 1965 Winter Tournament. This surprise result comes from Victoria sports officer Geoff Rashbrooke, who's trying to find out just who won what.



The whole matter centres on Victoria hockey goalkeeper R. Rosemergy, nominated for a 1965 New Zealand universities blue and selected to plav for the NZU team.


Rosemergy, who has been pursuing a BA degree parttime at Victoria since 1959. was awarded his NZU blue subject to his being eligible.


But although he had been ruled eligible by the university registrar before tournament, a subsequent check revealed that he was not in fact eligible for tournament play.


He had enrolled in two units in 1965, but discontinued his studies in one just prior to tournament.






Queried


He queried his eligibility with the then sports officer, Mr. Murray Boldt. Boldt told him that the eligibility was determined by the registrar's certificate.


New Zealand Universities Sports Union men have now ruled Rosemergy ineligible to receive his blue.


On top of this harsh news, sports union men say that the Victoria A men's hockey team, for which Rosemergy played, is also ineligible.






Reallocation


Mr. Rashbrooke told Salient that it appeared that, on the subsequent reallocation of total tournament points, Victoria would either draw tournament with Canterbury or lose to them.


He stresses that he is still trying to untangle the shambles of 1965 tournament results. The state of these has alreadv been the subject of an official NZUSU protes' to tournament controller Mr A. Taylor.






Protest


But Victoria hockey men plan to fight the NZUSU ruling. Although no forma: decision has yet been made, they are known to be angered by both the disqualification of Victoria A and the hollow award of a blue to Rosemergy.


They believe that the invalidation of the Victoria A team is unreasonable, and argue that Rosemergy took all reasonable steps to find out whether or not he was eligible.


Sports Union man Ian Boyd, who told Salient that the matter has been a contentious one for some time, defended the NZUSU eligibility system.


He says that it is designed to bring up borderline cases such as this one for scrutiny.
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Lost property



Salient Reporter




House Committee Chairman Paul Peretz has pledged to overhaul the lost property system in the Student Union.



He Agreed to do this after Salient pointed out to him that many items at a recent lost property sale bore the names and addresses of the owners.


Others could have been forwarded to their owners through established channels, These included car keys with registration tags attached, and POSB savings books.


Some articles included 1965 and 1966 university ID cards which bore the owner's address.


Mr. Peretz says he was not connected with the sale, which occurred before he took office. But he has agreed that more will be done to prompttly return lost property to students.
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Against forum?



Salient Reporter




Some influential members of the university administration would very much like to see the end of Forum.



Forum controller Tony Ashenden told the recent special general meeting this when he spoke against a motion which would have given the student press the right to report Forum.



The motion, which in its initial form would have given all news media the right to report Forum, was moved by former Salient editor and Student Press Association head Tony Haas.



Ashenden said that the free speech permitted at Forum had been upposed by certain members of the university administration. He did not name any persons.



The motion was defeated, no voice being heard in support.
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These Are Who You Got


whether you wanted them or not




Six People who have never before served on VUWSA executive were elected unopposed in the recent elections. Two (Miss B. Cowan, women's vice-president, Mr. D. White, capping controller) have already had their photos published. Here are the others.. .




[image: Ken Cresswell, treasurer.]

Ken Cresswell, treasurer.






[image: Sue Markham, education officer.]

Sue Markham, education officer.






[image: Neil Woodhams, publications officer.]

Neil Woodhams, publications officer.






[image: Elizabeth Shankland, international affairs officer.]
Elizabeth Shankland, international affairs officer.
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[image: Leaving University Now ?]




[image: "Introduction To University"]




[image: W & A Wareham & Associates]
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Coming...




Student Representatives a fortnight ago compromised the pedestrian crossing problem. They accepted-subject to review-a two crossing system, with warning signs and Belisha beacons. They gained heavy criticism from students at Forum and at the SGM, but the crossings have been installed and appear to be accepted by almost all students.




[image: •Diehards cross despite partially completed barrer.]
•
Diehards cross despite partially completed barrer.
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[image: •Installing a pole.]
•
Installing a pole.












Victoria University of Wellington Library




Salient: Victoria University Students' Paper. Vol. 29, No. 10. 1966.

come!




come!




[image: •The Kelburn Parade crossing.]
•
The Kelburn Parade crossing.
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Who will be Miss Vic?


by David McCrone



How Do Victoria beauties compare with those from other New Zealand universities? The answer will be found soon at Auckland.


A panel of judges including Mrs. J. Todd will choose Victoria's fairest three students early next month at a "Miss Victoria" contest organised by acting Public Relations Officer Doug White. Selection is to be based on personality and charm as well as physical beauty. Each of the other universities will also send three representatives, making a field of 21. Preliminary heats will be held at a cabaret evening when six girls will be chosen to take part in the final on the night of Tournament Ball.


As an incentive to attract talent, the Tournament committee has offered expensive prizes including hairdos and clothes. Contest controller Kevin Berry is confident that the contest will prove to be "the major event of Tournament." However he stresses that success is dependent on the selection of the most attractive girls from each university.


The "Miss Victoria" contest will be held on Wednesday August 3 in the Memorial Theatre.




[image: Actually, none of these attractive students is in the contest. From left to right: Bobbi Menzies, Sue Kedgeley, Sue Markham and Sally Connolly—all refused to enter. But they didn't mind being in Salient!]
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Fascists in NZ?



Sir,—In his tv interview Brigadier Gilbert showed that his assessment of our political system and likely threats to its stability takes quite insufficient account of what constitutes the greatest danger: Namely right-wing extremism. In fact, he hardly mentioned it — then only in answer to a question that he could not avoid. His words were: "We are concerned just as much with threats from neo-fascism as with threats from Communism. In fact it is not so very long ago that we were successful in detecting some neo-fascist activity here."


"Not so long ago" is too long ago. considering that some neo-fascist activity seems to be operating without hindrance or protest. Fascism is not. as many people think, restricted to black-shirts and the swastika.


An organisation calling itself "Essential Books" is circulating fascist literature around the country, and is centred at Frankton. Anyone writing to the press displaying a right-wing outlook is liable to receive an advertisement for the sale of this literature. In this way its activities remain unknown to the general public, while its influence goes on spreading. The books and pamphlets give clear evidence that this organisation is surely neofascist. An hysterical, bigoted, irrational and fear-crazed outlook is cloaked by the very symbols that it seeks to strike down.


In 1945 the USA War Department gave the following guide to the identification of fascism: "An American fascist seeking power would not proclaim that he is a fascist. Fascism always camouflages its plans and purposes." The fact sheet goes on to say that the camouflage commonly consists of "Red Bogy" panic incitement, names and slogans of popular appeal draped with the flag, and racial and religious bigotry.


Americans and Australians are the writers of these books and pamphlets, some of them representing recognised organisations—for instance the Australian Social Crediter. Anti-Communism is the theme scream: Racialist doctrines, super-patriotism, and many popular concepts, such as "reason," "realism," "democracy," "freedom," also play a big part. The list includes "The Blue Book Of The John Birch Society" and "America's Retreat From Victory" by Senator Joseph McCarthy. Every document contains accusations of Communism from the USA Supreme Court to the United Nations. from President Roosevelt to President Johnson. Other literature expounds the facts of white supremacy.


One might hope that such rubbish is unlikely to be taken seriously, but in the present situation that seems most unlikely. For as long as "Essential Books" is allowed to spread its filth, our doubtful democracy cannot become anything but weaker. USA and Australian neofascism is being encouraged. And Security is allowing this to continue.



Hugh Fyson.







Moronic



Sir,—Well, the Traffic Department has certainly had its revenge over the students. As a result of all the moronic protests that have taken place we now have two pedestrian crossings in ridiculously inconvenient places and have approximately 15 fewer car parking spaces in the already crowded Kelburn Parade and Salamanca Road areas.



M. R. Wadham.
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Fascists in NZ?



Sir,—In his tv interview Brigadier Gilbert showed that his assessment of our political system and likely threats to its stability takes quite insufficient account of what constitutes the greatest danger: Namely right-wing extremism. In fact, he hardly mentioned it — then only in answer to a question that he could not avoid. His words were: "We are concerned just as much with threats from neo-fascism as with threats from Communism. In fact it is not so very long ago that we were successful in detecting some neo-fascist activity here."


"Not so long ago" is too long ago. considering that some neo-fascist activity seems to be operating without hindrance or protest. Fascism is not. as many people think, restricted to black-shirts and the swastika.


An organisation calling itself "Essential Books" is circulating fascist literature around the country, and is centred at Frankton. Anyone writing to the press displaying a right-wing outlook is liable to receive an advertisement for the sale of this literature. In this way its activities remain unknown to the general public, while its influence goes on spreading. The books and pamphlets give clear evidence that this organisation is surely neofascist. An hysterical, bigoted, irrational and fear-crazed outlook is cloaked by the very symbols that it seeks to strike down.


In 1945 the USA War Department gave the following guide to the identification of fascism: "An American fascist seeking power would not proclaim that he is a fascist. Fascism always camouflages its plans and purposes." The fact sheet goes on to say that the camouflage commonly consists of "Red Bogy" panic incitement, names and slogans of popular appeal draped with the flag, and racial and religious bigotry.


Americans and Australians are the writers of these books and pamphlets, some of them representing recognised organisations—for instance the Australian Social Crediter. Anti-Communism is the theme scream: Racialist doctrines, super-patriotism, and many popular concepts, such as "reason," "realism," "democracy," "freedom," also play a big part. The list includes "The Blue Book Of The John Birch Society" and "America's Retreat From Victory" by Senator Joseph McCarthy. Every document contains accusations of Communism from the USA Supreme Court to the United Nations. from President Roosevelt to President Johnson. Other literature expounds the facts of white supremacy.


One might hope that such rubbish is unlikely to be taken seriously, but in the present situation that seems most unlikely. For as long as "Essential Books" is allowed to spread its filth, our doubtful democracy cannot become anything but weaker. USA and Australian neofascism is being encouraged. And Security is allowing this to continue.



Hugh Fyson.
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Sir,—Well, the Traffic Department has certainly had its revenge over the students. As a result of all the moronic protests that have taken place we now have two pedestrian crossings in ridiculously inconvenient places and have approximately 15 fewer car parking spaces in the already crowded Kelburn Parade and Salamanca Road areas.



M. R. Wadham.
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My mad mother



It Is Regrettable that the drama Club is not getting the support it is now beginning to deserve. From the tea and chintz of "Billy Liar" to "The Sport Of My Mad Mother" is a movement from repertory towards responsibility. The club owes it to the university to produce plays of interest to more than the actors' relatives. And whatever reservations one may hold about the ultimate success of Ann Jellicoe's play, it makes a serious attempt to understand an important phenomenon.


It is a play about violence, described by the reduction of complex behaviour to significant patterns of speech and action, repeated and varied in a sinister combination of dance and child's game. Specifically, Ann Jellicoe is writing abcut a teenage gang in London. But the play is not a social document, and the boredom and purposelessness that surround the characters do not so much cause as allow the violence in which they are engaged. The title comes from an Indian text: "For life and death are the sport of my mad mother Kali": the action explores a destructive urge that is irrational, the obverse of an inexplicable creativity.


Greta corresponds to the Goddess. As leader of the gang she presides over violence: yet she is pregnant, and the mysterious birth of her child establishes creation at destruction's heart. But though the playwright has made violence palpable, she has not coped with love and growth. The discovery of life in death is quite unrealised, an explanation, not an action. The rhythmic ritual of violence fuzzes into a flurry of words which leave the birth uncomprehended. unrelated to the rest of the play.


There were also fringe annoyances. It is, for example, difficult to know what function Stevie serves. Alienation he may cause, but not perhaps in the sense intended. His gratuitous existence does not so much focus as distract our concern. At best he is a useless, at worst an opaque medium.


But eventually it is the handling of the central theme that must concern us. If the play fails to make coherent its final position, and tends rather to confusion than complexity, an intelligent attempt has nevertheless been made to formulate a difficult and important apprehension. It fails to satisfy us, but strongly stimulates our interest.


Like the play, the acting fell short of complete success: but it was a creditable and interesting failure. The actors' problem was to transfer their energy from the creation of character to buildmg the patterns of violence and incoherence. And because these patterns were not based in character nor. particularly, in situation (this was the point of the play), the actors seemed a little bewildered, as if they did not quite believe in what they were doing. Uncertainty of tone, hesitancy and lack of tension tended to mar the performances.


Sue Lothian, however, acted her small part as Dodo with great sensitivity. Some of her exchanges with Dean (Chris Rosie) achieved the finish which the rest of the acting so narrowly missed through periodic fits of unsteadiness.


Linda Sacklin, as Greta, was a notable exception. Her Australian accent was not a success, but one forgot it in admiring the control and purpose of her acting. When she was on stage the play tended to cohere Hers was a fine performance.—
A.M.B.
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Shock - NZ 
Paper Is Infiltrated


By Kevin Sincere







Salient Can Now Reveal that a journalist, Kevin Sinclair, is a member of the staff of "New Zealand Truth."




The Staff of the socalled "New Zealand" Truth also includes several self-confessed Englishmen.



I Attempted to interview the editor of "Truth"—but as soon as I dialled the number I got the "engaged" signal.


The questions I wanted to ask the editor were contained in a letter I forgot to post. These are the questions that he wouldn't listen to:



	• Is Sinclair, a card-carrying member of the journalists' union, on the staff?

	• Are there Englishmen on the staff?

	• Does Lux toilet soap clean your skin deep down?



But it appears these questions will not be answered.


One person I was unable to track down for comment was the Duke of Edinburgh.


In the past, efforts have been made to eliminate criticism by removing journalists from the staff. But a cursory glance at "Truth" reveals the name of Sinclair and several other practising journalists.






Don't hide


Englishmen on the paper make no attempt to hide the fact. I talked to one the other day and he was quite frank about it.


"I am an Englishman," he said.


Although Mr. Sinclair may not realise it. a man of his rather limited experience would stand no chance of success if he tried to match his wits with the skilful intriguers from England.


Is a New Zealand newspaper which is read by 250,000 parents in this country to have Englishmen on the staff?


These parents have children who are the grandchildren of our senior citizens. How long is the Government going to allow this situation to continue? What about the undercover traffic in leather singlets?






Inoculated


Some parents of children who are trying to become New Zealanders. but who are being inoculated with English ideas at the same time, think an investigation is well overdue.


"My daughter has been brain-washed," one anguished mother told me last week.


"She used to be a normal girl, but she is not now," said the mother.


Witty and vivacious, Sinclair followed an incisive article on peaceniks and vietniks in training colleges with a story of intense national importance—about a "dial-avirgin" service in Christchurch.


But one thing is quite vague.


Sinclair has spoken out about students and training colleges—but he has not denied rumours that he is actually a PhD in Oriental Languages from Melbourne University.


He hasn't denied them because he hasn't been asked.


I asked some imaginary people in the street what they thought of the threat.


"I don't know about it," said one.


"Push off before yer get a thick ear," said another.


How long will it be before such sacred institutions as Salient are attacked? Will cabinet take action? What about this? What about that?


This time, not even 
Time will tell.



Thurbage




A Column Of Freelance Comment
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Some parents of children who are trying to become New Zealanders. but who are being inoculated with English ideas at the same time, think an investigation is well overdue.


"My daughter has been brain-washed," one anguished mother told me last week.


"She used to be a normal girl, but she is not now," said the mother.
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"I don't know about it," said one.
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Vic's own grand establishment



Salient Reporter




The Grand Establishment has finally arrived at Victoria. After careful investigation I have finally identified the local organisation.



It Is the little group which huddles in the corner bar of the Midland. Last week I captured one member alive, propped him up with glass in hand, and asked the crucial question:


What the hell is the Grand Establishment?


"Grand Establishment." he said loquaciously, "has been formed to combat the evils of student life: Student apathy and public antagonism.


"We intend to attack these on four levels," he said.


Here is GE's four-point plan:



	• GE believes in interstudent communication — best done at the social level. To this end, it runs GELPs (Grand Establishment licensed parties).

	• GE believes that an active campus leads to an active student body. GE will promote the more traditional aspects of student life, especially in the field of capping activities. GE is prepared to assist in the running of Procesh, Extrav. Cappicade. stunts, pub crawls, and the like.

	• GE is also interested in promoting the activities of cultural clubs.

	• GE believes that a strong student association can only exist when the majority of students participate. To help accomplish this, GE will actively publicise elections, enabling students to get to know the candidates. GE will encourage students to attend general meetings and serve on subcommittees.

	• GE believes that positive steps should be taken to bring to the public's notice facets of student activity not normally recognised, in an endeavour to promote towngown relations. To do this. GE is willing to assist in charity collections and 48- hour calls.



The member paused, his glass empty, his eyes glazed with the fervour of his cause.


"Victoria is the second university to have a Grand Establishment," he volunteered. "Auckland's GE is now an integral and dynamic part of the university. Amongst its more significant episodes have been the taking over of 1ZB. the placing of the GE flag over Parliament Buildings at Winter Tournament 1965, and the drinking dry of Auckland's City Club Hotel—which won a £60 donation to charity."


GE members can be recognised by their badge —green with a silver stein. The stein symbolises the spirit of GE's motto—"Drink Apathy Under the Table."


I turned to suggest that most GE members would rather drink the grog on the table — but the member had fled.
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Student Protest At Pm



Students Threw bags of flour and lavatory paper rolls at the platform when Sir A. Douglas-Home was installed as the first Chancellor of the Heriot-Watt University. Edinburgh, which was formerly Heriot-Watt College.


The degree of Doctor of Science was conferred on Sir Alec.


Sir Alec's name was greeted from the gallery with mingled cheers and bobs, and a roll of lavatory paper thudded on to the platform shortly after his entrance. Just before Dr. Hugh B. Nisbet, the principal and vice-chancellor, reached his place a flour bomb exploded at the base of the lectern.— Prom "The Times." Thursday April 21, 1966.
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Sports centre for CU soon



NZSPA Reporter




Christchurch, — A £250,000 sports centre for the University of Canterbury is being planned for a site adjoining the new Student Union at Ilam.



Described as 
a complex of facilities for every kind of indoor sport, the centre will have features unmatched in New Zealand, according to a statement from the new gymnasium planning committee.


Accommodation requirements include:



	• A sports hall about 120 feet by 80 feet (with gallery), which will provide a full basketball court or two practice courts; four badminton courts; three volley-ball courts; perhaps indoor tennis; and other games.

	• A large gymnasium, about 90ft by 50ft, for formal gymnastics, fitness classes, training programmes, with sufficient flexibility for interchange of some activities with the sports hall.

	• Speciality rooms for weight-lifting, judo, and creative dance.

	• Six squash rackets courts.

	• A theatre for lectures, films and meetings.

	• A heated and covered swimming pool about 25yds by 15yds. for recreational rather than competitive swimming with a diving pool attached.

	• Changing rooms, shower rooms, locker rooms and similar facilities.



The students' association has been raising funds for the project. It will qualify for a government subsidy, but more finance will be required, said Mr. Anderson.
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Sports


Sports Council loses its top men


By 
John Winton




With the new council firmly in office the hopes for a strong cen tral organisation are high.



The responsibility of those now in office are indeed high, with the absence of three experienced members who have, as it were, left for greener pastures. Before these three gentlemen faded into oblivion I managed to sound them on the future of sport and sports organisation in this university.


All have served long and well on our club bodies, John Perham is one such veteran who after a term as vicepresident of the students' association and for three years a member of the sports council and rugby social club is well acquainted with the intricacies of sports organisation.


He believes that sport and cultural activities should be well balanced in terms of finance and student support, but he recognises the main difficulty is not finance, but the failure of many students to realise the place of sport in a well balanced life


He commented on the new social club as being a vehicle for direct aid as well as having indirect benefits to all sports clubs. Asked about the recent criticism of non-students who play in university teams, he saw the non-students as being essential for maintaining good top teams for local club competitions and to attract members to our clubs.


Tony Hassed, long time member of sports council and its chairman for two years, is familiar to most sports club people. President of the Ski Club and chairman of the Blues panel, he saw non-student participants of university teams in a similar light. The older team members, he said, gave continuity and stability to the clubs, ensuring them a chance of success in local competitions. On the social committee Tony thought the original purpose had been misunderstood. In particular he felt not enough weight had been given to direct financial aid.


He realised, however, that money was essential to help clubs with tour arrangements, this last point having been borne out by the recent failure of the women's basketball tour of Australia, to get further than the planning stage.


In the very near future Murray Boldt will start a twoyear post-graduate course of study in England as a 1965 Rhodes Scholar. While at the university he has become well known both as a participant in sport and an administrator.


In 1965 he was awarded a Victoria Athletics Blue and played for two years in the senior B rugby team. He was sports officer from 1964-1965 and a member of the sports council and Blues Committee.


Murray sees the sports social committee as more of a unifying force than a benevolent money giver. His idea is for the organisation to promote club evenings with guest speakers and instructional talks with films.


Concern over the future of Easter tournament he did not think was justified, his main objection to Easter tournament being that many sports were too far out of season.


Overall he saw our sports club structure as healthy and likely to remain so as long as individual clubs remain interested and do not look at every move from the point of view of financial gain.


All three members are in fact happy with the stability of our sports organisation. It would be true to say that they have good reason to be, for they have left us with a stable sports council and a body of clubs more aware of their collective role in our organisation.
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July 29, 1966


Opinions expressed are not necessarily those of VUWSA.






Campus protest



The Growth Of Student Protest on this campus may be merely a passing phenomenon, it may be an echo of present world events, or it may be a significant change in student attitudes.


In recent weeks there have been, apart from the more common political protests, two specifically student demonstrations carried out on university property.


The first, against the granting of Mr. Holyoake's honorary degree, proved to be a little misdirected. As some of the protesters afterwards admitted, it could perhaps have been better directed at the university administration which first placed Mr. Holyoake in the position to accept the degree.


The show of hostility which it earned from the local press is not symptomatic of very much. Some of the more hostile letters may have provided some light entertainment for this university's psychology staff, but at the public level nothing significant emerged.


The second protest occurred when students, understandably fed up with the pedestrian crossing situation, took the law into their hands and marched.


There's never been a demonstration quite as spontaneous as this one in recent memory— and somehow that sincerity got across to the public. The tetchy editorial writers on the local papers must have been dismayed to find that their disapproving editorials drew a flood of letters from the public which supported students.


But the most important aspect of these demonstrations is also the least obvious. Demonstrations have taken place, so far with impunity, on the university grounds.


It is relevant to recall a demonstration in Auckland, where students who were protesting (however inappropriately) the presence of a security agent in a class, were manhandled off university property by the police.


Is the university here prepared to tolerate orderly student protest on its property? There are some signs that it is not.


If Mr. Ashenden's allegations that Forum has its enemies in the administration are correct, then student protest on campus can expect to meet with even less favour. And while we have no doubt that Forum has staunch supporters on the university staff—men and women who would fight as far and as hard as students would for freedom of speech on campus— student protest is another matter again.


Students who protest on campus should do so With care and consideration. For they have a special duty to their fellow-students to see that both administration and students respect each other's rights—a respect quickly shattered at Auckland in a way which must not happen here.—
H.B.R.






Salami war



The Salami Trick is an idea said to have been invented by a German diplomat.


Basically, your opponent continually asks for small bits of sausage—which you don't mind giving him or which you can't be bothered to protest at.


Then one bright morning you find that where you used to have a salami sausage, you now have only the skin—and your opponent has the sausage.


The view gained great acceptance amongst the Americans. It's just like making concessions to the Communists," the story went. "We must not make the first small concession."


Right now, we are having the trick worked against the free world in Vietnam.


If anyone had suggested in 1963 that in 1966 there would be 300,000 foreign troops in Vietnam, or that we would be bombing Hanoi, he would have been denounced as an extremist, Goldwaterite. Remember?


They got there by the salami trick. Each new escalation of the war seemed small by itself.


But this time we could be lucky to have our own skin left.—
H.B.R.
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Sixty years of the Plunket medal


By 
A. H. Scotney






Text Of The Toast Speech At The 60Th Anniversary Dinner




A short and lively account of the history of the 
Debating Society.



The first number of Spike, June, 1902, stated: "A Debating Society is a necessary adjunct to every university," and this fact seems to have been realised when our university was opened in 1899. The Students' Society founded almost as soon as lectures commenced, immediately inaugurated a Debating Society. Rules and standing orders were drawn up and a committee was elected at the first meeting held in Wellington Girls' College on June 3, 1899. Routine business was not enough for the founders, however. A debate had been prepared to follow and, the business done, Mr. Fitzherbert stood up to move a subject chosen with astonishing prescience, "That any system of control of the drink traffic is inimical to the highest development of civilisation."


The membership was 45 and at the end of the year the financial position was stated to be "good." There was a credit balance of £3/5/8.


It seems to have remained fairly steady round this figure for several years and this may account for the fact that Lord Plunket. having possibly a more realistic idea of what constituted a good financial position, not only endowed his medal but on his return to England sent back a supply of medals to last for several years.


By 1905, from its own funds, and with a legacy from the Wellington Literary and Debating Societies Union, the Victoria College Debating Society was able to institute the prize named after that Union, and the following year a prize for new speakers was introduced.


Lively and provocative topics were debated from the earliest days; Prohibition, The Rise of the (British) Labour Party. Votes for Women, and. above all, Home Rule for Ireland.


In 1905, ••One of the most successful debates held this year was on the perenially fresh question of Home Rule . . . The attendance was about 120, a record for an ordinary meeting. Though some of the Irish Party came armed with clubs, no breach of the peace was recorded."


Two years later "in the first debate G. V. Bogle and J. M. Hogben moved 'That female franchise should be granted in England'." The arguments of the movers were directed not so much towards showing that there were good reasons why women should vote as that there was no good reason why they should not. They enlisted the sympathy of the audience and neither the persuasiveness of R. Mason nor the blandishments of S. Elchelbaum availed to convince to the contrary. Eichelbaum endeavoured to show that though the female franchise in New Zealand is a success, the inferiority of women of the United Kingdom in political discernment made it quite impracticable there.







Enthusiasm


The enthusiasm, the elan, the wit of our founding fathers, the eagerness to come to grips with contentious matters shines brightly through the records of early days.


Nor were these their only qualities. That they had taste and judgment, too, is shown by the subjects they rejected and decided not to debate. Subjects such as these: "That a hospital called Drone Hall be built for professors who lead a dronish, slothful life," "That women should be carted out of the university and not allowed to return before they are 50 years old." and two subjects with a remarkably contemporary atmosphere (I can even imagine the present committee rejecting them!):


"That the College Council should consider what gentle methods may be of service to win the Government over to them" and


"That no university distinctions should be given to the grossly idle, ignorant and pompous."


The programme for one of these early years concluded with a debate on the subject of cremation, an issue described by the mover as a burning one. We are told that the subject produced a fiery discussion, both sides going into harrowing details. The result was a deat-heat.


The liveliness, enthusiasm and the native ability of the members of the society and their committees carried it splendidly through the first ten years. It is not to be wondered at then if in the years just before World War 1 there was a little falling off and when the war came the society was obliged to discontinue its set programme. But it did not give up debating. Nor was the original spirit falling. We find them in June, 1915, arguing "That the attitude of the Asquith Ministry in the negotiations preceding the Great War was such as to merit the condemnation of the English electorate" and six weeks later "That war is incompatible with Christianity."


Attendances may have been smaller, but the society's intellectual and moral robustness was as large as ever.







Growth


It took a year or two after the war for things to take a decided turn for the better. The wave of interest in politics which travelled round the world touched New Zealand. This and the return of old stalwarts and the growth of a new, able generation of speakers made the opening years of the 1920s the beginning of an era of tremendous development, not only numerically but in morale. In a memorable tussle with the then Governor - General (which I shall refer to again) the society found it necessary to express publicly a fact which had not up to that time been precisely ascertained or tested. It had a conscience.


In the meantime, they deplored the revolutionary tendencies in the New Zealand Party, they said "no" to the public ownership of industry, by one vote they gave Ireland self-government, they declared the Peace Treaties of 
[
unclear: 191] "economically impossible 
[
unclear: an] politically unjustifiable," the condemned censorship 
[
unclear: ove] political literature in 
[
unclear: Ne] Zealand and abroad, 
[
unclear: the] argued "that the Russia Revolution, being the 
[
unclear: oppo]tunity for the true genius Russia, intervention in Russian affairs was unjustifiable, and they viewed with 
[
unclear: gra] apprehension the activities the Navy League in 
[
unclear: sta] schools.







Gov-Gen Dispute


To return to the matter the conscience of the 
[
unclear: socie] and the great dispute of 1922 23-24 centring around 
[
unclear: th] patronage of the society 
[
unclear: b] his Excellency the 
[
unclear: Governor] General, whose identity I 
[
unclear: d] not care to disclose.


In 1922, the secretary of 
[
unclear: th] Debating Society wrote: 
[
unclear: "I] has been a somewhat 
[
unclear: eventf] year. It is at present 
[
unclear: unce] tain whether the secretary 
[
unclear: w] have to proceed to 
[
unclear: Downi] Street, which has, no 
[
unclear: dou] ere this, learnt of the 
[
unclear: acti]ities of the society, and 
[
unclear: gi] assurances that discussion the great problems of the 
[
unclear: da] does not constitute 
[
unclear: disloyalt]


"One of the early 
[
unclear: brickba] bestowed on the society" 
[
unclear: cor] tinues the report, "relates the patronship. At the 
[
unclear: la] annual general meeting 
[
unclear: th] Governor-General was 
[
unclear: r] elected patron, and his 
[
unclear: acce]tance of the position 
[
unclear: w] sought. In reply came a 
[
unclear: r]quest for a list of this year subjects for debate. This 
[
unclear: w] complied with. Finally a 
[
unclear: com]munication was received 
[
unclear: sta] ing that his Excellency 
[
unclear: 'do] not feel he can accept 
[
unclear: th] position as the 
[
unclear: subjec] chosen for debate 
[
unclear: inclu] some with which he does 
[
unclear: n] think he can properly 
[
unclear: assoc] ate himself . . . Until 
[
unclear: su] time as the society decides 
[
unclear: t] omit such subjects from 
[
unclear: f] programme, he must regret fully decline to accept 
[
unclear: th] office of patron."


"With all due deference Excellency," commented secretary, "it is submitted the position taken up by is untenable. To decide question on the basis of 
[
unclear: ther] or not members will 
[
unclear: uss] academic or political 
[
unclear: jects] is surely to lose sight 
[
unclear: he] true nature of a Deng Society. The very 
[
unclear: esce] of a debate is the idea there are two sides to 
[
unclear: cy] question. And to say students should seek entenment only on subjects 
[
unclear: er] than politics, appears aordinary.


Are we to discuss the great burning subjects of the such as 'That the study poetry is of greater intel
[
unclear: ual] value than the study history'?"



[
unclear: his] was the kind of thing, the secretary, which in past had attracted "vast 
[
unclear: lences] of 5 or 6."



[
unclear: e] then went on to impute responsibility for his Exency's action to a group of 
[
unclear: ticians] chiefly the then 
[
unclear: ister] of Education, Mr. 
[
unclear: r], who was having Victoria 
[
unclear: lege] investigated and was 
[
unclear: ilring] renewed oaths of 
[
unclear: ilty] from teachers.







[
unclear: 
Ntempt]



[
unclear: taxing] sarcastic the 
[
unclear: secre]commented, "Thanks to profound intelligence of 
[
unclear: e] of the chosen representes of this young democ
[
unclear: y] society's activities now appreciated from 
[
unclear: th] Cape to Stewart Is
[
unclear: d]." He dismissed the in
[
unclear: ues] of Mr. Parr and col
[
unclear: gues] with contempt.



[
unclear: he] society decided to man-without a patron and went to a golden age of unpreceted vitality and growth. 
[
unclear: tiortly] after the investiga
[
unclear: is] of the Minister of Edu
[
unclear: lon] into its activities the 
[
unclear: lety] debated "That insist
[
unclear: e] on external symbols of 
[
unclear: alty] retards rather than 
[
unclear: ists] true patriotism," and the end of the year it 
[
unclear: intained] its annual fixture 
[
unclear: inst] the Social Democratic 
[
unclear: ty] arguing with Messrs. P. 
[
unclear: ser] and T. Brindle about 
[
unclear: ialism] and intellectual 
[
unclear: edom]. "The society can be 
[
unclear: ed] on," said the Secretary, pursue its policy of en
[
unclear: tening] the community on problems of the day."


The following year before a 
[
unclear: cked]" house, the commitaided by two powerful 
[
unclear: ers] from Harold Miller and 
[
unclear: in] Beaglehole on academic 
[
unclear: edom], withstood the chai 
[
unclear: ge] of a vote of no confi
[
unclear: oe] by 113 votes to 76, and 1925, with the arrival of a Governor-General, it 
[
unclear: cara] motion to reinstate the 
[
unclear: ce] of patron. The new 
[
unclear: vernor]-General sent for a 
[
unclear: y] of the syllabus (which as lively as ever) and 
[
unclear: ing] perused it, accepted pleasure the office of 
[
unclear: ron] of the society.



[
unclear: t] gives me equal pleasure say that the name of the patron was Sir Charles gusson, father of the prepatron of the society.



[
unclear: perhaps] the boast of the 
[
unclear: etary] that Downing Street heard of the activities of Debating Society at Vic university wasn't as 
[
unclear: pty] as some might have 
[
unclear: ought]. In fact, it is certain barely a year later, wning Street heard quite a about it.


Encouraged by the great cess of the early 1920s, the committee eagerly accepan offer from the Oxford on to send a 3-man team New Zealand, and early in Messrs. Malcolm Mac 
[
unclear: ald] (the son of Mr. Ram Macdonald, then Prime Minister of Great Britain), A. H. Hollis and J. D. Woodruff twice debated against Victoria teams. They delighted audiences of nearly 2000 with their wit. They deliciously scandalised even members of our society with their levity and irreverence. In a debate on the British Labour Government, one Victoria debater. Mr. Martin-Smith, said time and a fair trial would be necessary to evaluate the achievements of the Labour Government. In his reply, Mr. Woodruff, a law student, said the formula of time and a fair trial was all right, but if he were the Judge he would give the Government a fair trial first and time afterwards.


These three delightful characters, the first overseas team to visit us. had hardly left the country before the NUS of Great Britain cabled the wish to send an official team. But the financial guarantee of £60 was too much for the nerve of the student association executive, which was about to refuse the offer when the Debating Society committee heard of it and gave a personal guarantee of the £60. And so the Imperial Debating Team (one man each from London, Birmingham, Edinburgh and London Universities) debated in Wellington at Easter. 1926.


After this, exchanges of visits overseas became more common. In 1928 three American charmers arrived from Bates College, Maine. They were followed by four representatives of the University of Oregon, and these American calls were returned in 1930 by the first Victoria team to tour overseas, Messrs. G. R. Powles, W. J. Mountjoy and W. J. Hall. In an impressive tour of the United States, this team debated against 29 universities and proved what most local critics had already thought to be true: that when matched against representatives of notable overseas universities our people were far from being overshadowed. No wonder that this was so. The record of the Victoria College Debating Society in Joynt Scroll contests at that time would have made this fairly clear. By 1932. of 27 contests for the Joynt Scroll, Victoria had won 14.







Depression


The society entered the years of the great depression as an extremely strong club, and emerged from them even stronger. The early 1930s saw record attendances and record numbers of speakers.


They debated Christian Missions, the Arbitration Court, the 10 per cent wage cut, Russia; they deplored American influence in this country. There was a lively debate on trial marriage, but after the noise of the debate had subsided, when the motion was put, it was discovered that a system of trial marriage had only two supporters. And as these were of the same sex, another great reform was nipped in the bud!


These were the years, too, of the riots, of section 59 of the Finance Act (forbidding criticism of the Government) and of the suppression of Spike. Some of this of course flowed over into the meetings of the society and the record of the year's activities reported improper disturbances at meetings caused by the feeling which had arisen in the College between the Loyalists and their troublesome opponents. "We must observe," writes the secretary, "that the attitude adopted by these opponents has ever been decorous and in accordance with the rules governing debates and defining the functions of the chair. The actions of the Loyalists, we regret, have not invariably been distinguished by the same characteristics.







Broadcasts


"The Debating Society has. however, come through an unusually stormy session with undiminished popularity." It was in the early 1930s that an ordinary debate of the society was first broadcast. It was "live"—without editing. There was. of course, a full house, all dressed in the usual haphazard student way. But William Penrose Rollings, one of the finest debaters of that period and of a good many other periods, too, I suspect, had been invited out later to a formal occasion, and when he took the platform his immaculate evening dress and splendidly groomed appeal - ance caused an excited buzz of comment and a giggle or two. But this died down as he stood in front of the microphone to begin his speech. Into the quiet stillness of expectancy dropped the words of Max Riske, clad in a scruffy old sweater: "Oh, for the days of television." Pen Rollings never wavered. He waited until the roar had died down, and with his usual charming smile turned and said, "Mr. Chairman, all I can say is that when the day of television comes, some of us will profit more than others."


In the second half of the 30s, the rumbles of war were growing louder and debates became even more packed and more earnest. Two most successful visitors' debates at this time were those of Mr. J. A. Lee against the Hon. Gordon Coates when well over 100 people had to stand to hear the discussion on confidence in the Labour Government, and the 1939 debate on the same topic between Dr. McMillan and Mr. S. G. Holland. Both the judge. Mr. W. P. Rollings, and the chairman pointed to the large numbers of people who, unable to find even standing room in the old gym. were standing outside on the verandah, leaning through the open windows, and both took the opportunity of stressing the need for a new students' association building.


The war hit the society as hard as any other club at Victoria. The Emergency regulations naturally severely restricted the usual wide range of provocative subjects and the society's finances were sadly affected by the cancellation of broadcast debates, also a war measure.


But the programmes offered were neither innocuous nor timid. They asked whether the teachings of Christ offered genuine hope to humanity, they argued the suitability of the family in its present form, they suggested that New Zealand should hitch its wagon to the star-spangled banner, they wanted to know whether pre-war liberty was a luxury they could no longer afford, they debated their confidence in the Churchill Government, they questioned Irish neutrality, and when the visitors' debate came they wanted to know whether the Chamber of Commerce was more likely to save the world than was the Communist Party.


With the end of the war came the sudden upsurge of enrolments at Victoria and the arrival of rehab ex-servicemen, earnestly searching for philosophical reasons for their wartime experiences.


And again the hot breath of controversy puffed vigorously through the halls of the college and from the platform of the society: the enormous row over WFDY, the Charter Club v. the Socialist Club, the Waterfront Strike and the Emergency Regulations. In all this, said the editor of Spike, the liberal tradition of Victoria continued through the Debating Society.


And today, things are as vigorous as ever, as witness these splendid arrangements for the anniversary celebrations. "A debating society is a necessary adjunct to every society," said our founders. "Unfeigned controversy is the life-blood of debating," said W. P. Rollings. 30 years later. What ample proof of these facts have been given by the society in the 69 years of its existence. Our founders meant that there should be at this university a place where people could be taught to think on their feet, where they could improve the technique of public speaking. But worthy and important as these objectives may be they were not the main objectives of those who founded the society. In almost 70 years of our existence they rarely have been.







Chief Objective


Their chief objective was to provide a place in the university where all faculties, all disciplines, could meet to hammer out the most controversial of issues. This was its essential part in a university education. The 
right of the society to do this has been vigorously defended by its officers and members on many occasions since the ideal was first postulated. Prom each of these battles, some small, some heard all over New Zealand, a piece of a tradition has emerged, a tradition now covering many years. It is one on which we may all look back with pride.
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[introduction]






Text Of The Toast Speech At The 60Th Anniversary Dinner




A short and lively account of the history of the 
Debating Society.



The first number of Spike, June, 1902, stated: "A Debating Society is a necessary adjunct to every university," and this fact seems to have been realised when our university was opened in 1899. The Students' Society founded almost as soon as lectures commenced, immediately inaugurated a Debating Society. Rules and standing orders were drawn up and a committee was elected at the first meeting held in Wellington Girls' College on June 3, 1899. Routine business was not enough for the founders, however. A debate had been prepared to follow and, the business done, Mr. Fitzherbert stood up to move a subject chosen with astonishing prescience, "That any system of control of the drink traffic is inimical to the highest development of civilisation."


The membership was 45 and at the end of the year the financial position was stated to be "good." There was a credit balance of £3/5/8.


It seems to have remained fairly steady round this figure for several years and this may account for the fact that Lord Plunket. having possibly a more realistic idea of what constituted a good financial position, not only endowed his medal but on his return to England sent back a supply of medals to last for several years.


By 1905, from its own funds, and with a legacy from the Wellington Literary and Debating Societies Union, the Victoria College Debating Society was able to institute the prize named after that Union, and the following year a prize for new speakers was introduced.


Lively and provocative topics were debated from the earliest days; Prohibition, The Rise of the (British) Labour Party. Votes for Women, and. above all, Home Rule for Ireland.


In 1905, ••One of the most successful debates held this year was on the perenially fresh question of Home Rule . . . The attendance was about 120, a record for an ordinary meeting. Though some of the Irish Party came armed with clubs, no breach of the peace was recorded."


Two years later "in the first debate G. V. Bogle and J. M. Hogben moved 'That female franchise should be granted in England'." The arguments of the movers were directed not so much towards showing that there were good reasons why women should vote as that there was no good reason why they should not. They enlisted the sympathy of the audience and neither the persuasiveness of R. Mason nor the blandishments of S. Elchelbaum availed to convince to the contrary. Eichelbaum endeavoured to show that though the female franchise in New Zealand is a success, the inferiority of women of the United Kingdom in political discernment made it quite impracticable there.
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Enthusiasm





Enthusiasm


The enthusiasm, the elan, the wit of our founding fathers, the eagerness to come to grips with contentious matters shines brightly through the records of early days.


Nor were these their only qualities. That they had taste and judgment, too, is shown by the subjects they rejected and decided not to debate. Subjects such as these: "That a hospital called Drone Hall be built for professors who lead a dronish, slothful life," "That women should be carted out of the university and not allowed to return before they are 50 years old." and two subjects with a remarkably contemporary atmosphere (I can even imagine the present committee rejecting them!):


"That the College Council should consider what gentle methods may be of service to win the Government over to them" and


"That no university distinctions should be given to the grossly idle, ignorant and pompous."


The programme for one of these early years concluded with a debate on the subject of cremation, an issue described by the mover as a burning one. We are told that the subject produced a fiery discussion, both sides going into harrowing details. The result was a deat-heat.


The liveliness, enthusiasm and the native ability of the members of the society and their committees carried it splendidly through the first ten years. It is not to be wondered at then if in the years just before World War 1 there was a little falling off and when the war came the society was obliged to discontinue its set programme. But it did not give up debating. Nor was the original spirit falling. We find them in June, 1915, arguing "That the attitude of the Asquith Ministry in the negotiations preceding the Great War was such as to merit the condemnation of the English electorate" and six weeks later "That war is incompatible with Christianity."


Attendances may have been smaller, but the society's intellectual and moral robustness was as large as ever.
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Growth





Growth


It took a year or two after the war for things to take a decided turn for the better. The wave of interest in politics which travelled round the world touched New Zealand. This and the return of old stalwarts and the growth of a new, able generation of speakers made the opening years of the 1920s the beginning of an era of tremendous development, not only numerically but in morale. In a memorable tussle with the then Governor - General (which I shall refer to again) the society found it necessary to express publicly a fact which had not up to that time been precisely ascertained or tested. It had a conscience.


In the meantime, they deplored the revolutionary tendencies in the New Zealand Party, they said "no" to the public ownership of industry, by one vote they gave Ireland self-government, they declared the Peace Treaties of 
[
unclear: 191] "economically impossible 
[
unclear: an] politically unjustifiable," the condemned censorship 
[
unclear: ove] political literature in 
[
unclear: Ne] Zealand and abroad, 
[
unclear: the] argued "that the Russia Revolution, being the 
[
unclear: oppo]tunity for the true genius Russia, intervention in Russian affairs was unjustifiable, and they viewed with 
[
unclear: gra] apprehension the activities the Navy League in 
[
unclear: sta] schools.
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Gov-Gen Dispute


To return to the matter the conscience of the 
[
unclear: socie] and the great dispute of 1922 23-24 centring around 
[
unclear: th] patronage of the society 
[
unclear: b] his Excellency the 
[
unclear: Governor] General, whose identity I 
[
unclear: d] not care to disclose.


In 1922, the secretary of 
[
unclear: th] Debating Society wrote: 
[
unclear: "I] has been a somewhat 
[
unclear: eventf] year. It is at present 
[
unclear: unce] tain whether the secretary 
[
unclear: w] have to proceed to 
[
unclear: Downi] Street, which has, no 
[
unclear: dou] ere this, learnt of the 
[
unclear: acti]ities of the society, and 
[
unclear: gi] assurances that discussion the great problems of the 
[
unclear: da] does not constitute 
[
unclear: disloyalt]


"One of the early 
[
unclear: brickba] bestowed on the society" 
[
unclear: cor] tinues the report, "relates the patronship. At the 
[
unclear: la] annual general meeting 
[
unclear: th] Governor-General was 
[
unclear: r] elected patron, and his 
[
unclear: acce]tance of the position 
[
unclear: w] sought. In reply came a 
[
unclear: r]quest for a list of this year subjects for debate. This 
[
unclear: w] complied with. Finally a 
[
unclear: com]munication was received 
[
unclear: sta] ing that his Excellency 
[
unclear: 'do] not feel he can accept 
[
unclear: th] position as the 
[
unclear: subjec] chosen for debate 
[
unclear: inclu] some with which he does 
[
unclear: n] think he can properly 
[
unclear: assoc] ate himself . . . Until 
[
unclear: su] time as the society decides 
[
unclear: t] omit such subjects from 
[
unclear: f] programme, he must regret fully decline to accept 
[
unclear: th] office of patron."


"With all due deference Excellency," commented secretary, "it is submitted the position taken up by is untenable. To decide question on the basis of 
[
unclear: ther] or not members will 
[
unclear: uss] academic or political 
[
unclear: jects] is surely to lose sight 
[
unclear: he] true nature of a Deng Society. The very 
[
unclear: esce] of a debate is the idea there are two sides to 
[
unclear: cy] question. And to say students should seek entenment only on subjects 
[
unclear: er] than politics, appears aordinary.


Are we to discuss the great burning subjects of the such as 'That the study poetry is of greater intel
[
unclear: ual] value than the study history'?"



[
unclear: his] was the kind of thing, the secretary, which in past had attracted "vast 
[
unclear: lences] of 5 or 6."



[
unclear: e] then went on to impute responsibility for his Exency's action to a group of 
[
unclear: ticians] chiefly the then 
[
unclear: ister] of Education, Mr. 
[
unclear: r], who was having Victoria 
[
unclear: lege] investigated and was 
[
unclear: ilring] renewed oaths of 
[
unclear: ilty] from teachers.
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Ntempt





[
unclear: 
Ntempt]



[
unclear: taxing] sarcastic the 
[
unclear: secre]commented, "Thanks to profound intelligence of 
[
unclear: e] of the chosen representes of this young democ
[
unclear: y] society's activities now appreciated from 
[
unclear: th] Cape to Stewart Is
[
unclear: d]." He dismissed the in
[
unclear: ues] of Mr. Parr and col
[
unclear: gues] with contempt.



[
unclear: he] society decided to man-without a patron and went to a golden age of unpreceted vitality and growth. 
[
unclear: tiortly] after the investiga
[
unclear: is] of the Minister of Edu
[
unclear: lon] into its activities the 
[
unclear: lety] debated "That insist
[
unclear: e] on external symbols of 
[
unclear: alty] retards rather than 
[
unclear: ists] true patriotism," and the end of the year it 
[
unclear: intained] its annual fixture 
[
unclear: inst] the Social Democratic 
[
unclear: ty] arguing with Messrs. P. 
[
unclear: ser] and T. Brindle about 
[
unclear: ialism] and intellectual 
[
unclear: edom]. "The society can be 
[
unclear: ed] on," said the Secretary, pursue its policy of en
[
unclear: tening] the community on problems of the day."


The following year before a 
[
unclear: cked]" house, the commitaided by two powerful 
[
unclear: ers] from Harold Miller and 
[
unclear: in] Beaglehole on academic 
[
unclear: edom], withstood the chai 
[
unclear: ge] of a vote of no confi
[
unclear: oe] by 113 votes to 76, and 1925, with the arrival of a Governor-General, it 
[
unclear: cara] motion to reinstate the 
[
unclear: ce] of patron. The new 
[
unclear: vernor]-General sent for a 
[
unclear: y] of the syllabus (which as lively as ever) and 
[
unclear: ing] perused it, accepted pleasure the office of 
[
unclear: ron] of the society.



[
unclear: t] gives me equal pleasure say that the name of the patron was Sir Charles gusson, father of the prepatron of the society.



[
unclear: perhaps] the boast of the 
[
unclear: etary] that Downing Street heard of the activities of Debating Society at Vic university wasn't as 
[
unclear: pty] as some might have 
[
unclear: ought]. In fact, it is certain barely a year later, wning Street heard quite a about it.


Encouraged by the great cess of the early 1920s, the committee eagerly accepan offer from the Oxford on to send a 3-man team New Zealand, and early in Messrs. Malcolm Mac 
[
unclear: ald] (the son of Mr. Ram Macdonald, then Prime Minister of Great Britain), A. H. Hollis and J. D. Woodruff twice debated against Victoria teams. They delighted audiences of nearly 2000 with their wit. They deliciously scandalised even members of our society with their levity and irreverence. In a debate on the British Labour Government, one Victoria debater. Mr. Martin-Smith, said time and a fair trial would be necessary to evaluate the achievements of the Labour Government. In his reply, Mr. Woodruff, a law student, said the formula of time and a fair trial was all right, but if he were the Judge he would give the Government a fair trial first and time afterwards.


These three delightful characters, the first overseas team to visit us. had hardly left the country before the NUS of Great Britain cabled the wish to send an official team. But the financial guarantee of £60 was too much for the nerve of the student association executive, which was about to refuse the offer when the Debating Society committee heard of it and gave a personal guarantee of the £60. And so the Imperial Debating Team (one man each from London, Birmingham, Edinburgh and London Universities) debated in Wellington at Easter. 1926.


After this, exchanges of visits overseas became more common. In 1928 three American charmers arrived from Bates College, Maine. They were followed by four representatives of the University of Oregon, and these American calls were returned in 1930 by the first Victoria team to tour overseas, Messrs. G. R. Powles, W. J. Mountjoy and W. J. Hall. In an impressive tour of the United States, this team debated against 29 universities and proved what most local critics had already thought to be true: that when matched against representatives of notable overseas universities our people were far from being overshadowed. No wonder that this was so. The record of the Victoria College Debating Society in Joynt Scroll contests at that time would have made this fairly clear. By 1932. of 27 contests for the Joynt Scroll, Victoria had won 14.
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Depression





Depression


The society entered the years of the great depression as an extremely strong club, and emerged from them even stronger. The early 1930s saw record attendances and record numbers of speakers.


They debated Christian Missions, the Arbitration Court, the 10 per cent wage cut, Russia; they deplored American influence in this country. There was a lively debate on trial marriage, but after the noise of the debate had subsided, when the motion was put, it was discovered that a system of trial marriage had only two supporters. And as these were of the same sex, another great reform was nipped in the bud!


These were the years, too, of the riots, of section 59 of the Finance Act (forbidding criticism of the Government) and of the suppression of Spike. Some of this of course flowed over into the meetings of the society and the record of the year's activities reported improper disturbances at meetings caused by the feeling which had arisen in the College between the Loyalists and their troublesome opponents. "We must observe," writes the secretary, "that the attitude adopted by these opponents has ever been decorous and in accordance with the rules governing debates and defining the functions of the chair. The actions of the Loyalists, we regret, have not invariably been distinguished by the same characteristics.
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"The Debating Society has. however, come through an unusually stormy session with undiminished popularity." It was in the early 1930s that an ordinary debate of the society was first broadcast. It was "live"—without editing. There was. of course, a full house, all dressed in the usual haphazard student way. But William Penrose Rollings, one of the finest debaters of that period and of a good many other periods, too, I suspect, had been invited out later to a formal occasion, and when he took the platform his immaculate evening dress and splendidly groomed appeal - ance caused an excited buzz of comment and a giggle or two. But this died down as he stood in front of the microphone to begin his speech. Into the quiet stillness of expectancy dropped the words of Max Riske, clad in a scruffy old sweater: "Oh, for the days of television." Pen Rollings never wavered. He waited until the roar had died down, and with his usual charming smile turned and said, "Mr. Chairman, all I can say is that when the day of television comes, some of us will profit more than others."


In the second half of the 30s, the rumbles of war were growing louder and debates became even more packed and more earnest. Two most successful visitors' debates at this time were those of Mr. J. A. Lee against the Hon. Gordon Coates when well over 100 people had to stand to hear the discussion on confidence in the Labour Government, and the 1939 debate on the same topic between Dr. McMillan and Mr. S. G. Holland. Both the judge. Mr. W. P. Rollings, and the chairman pointed to the large numbers of people who, unable to find even standing room in the old gym. were standing outside on the verandah, leaning through the open windows, and both took the opportunity of stressing the need for a new students' association building.


The war hit the society as hard as any other club at Victoria. The Emergency regulations naturally severely restricted the usual wide range of provocative subjects and the society's finances were sadly affected by the cancellation of broadcast debates, also a war measure.


But the programmes offered were neither innocuous nor timid. They asked whether the teachings of Christ offered genuine hope to humanity, they argued the suitability of the family in its present form, they suggested that New Zealand should hitch its wagon to the star-spangled banner, they wanted to know whether pre-war liberty was a luxury they could no longer afford, they debated their confidence in the Churchill Government, they questioned Irish neutrality, and when the visitors' debate came they wanted to know whether the Chamber of Commerce was more likely to save the world than was the Communist Party.


With the end of the war came the sudden upsurge of enrolments at Victoria and the arrival of rehab ex-servicemen, earnestly searching for philosophical reasons for their wartime experiences.


And again the hot breath of controversy puffed vigorously through the halls of the college and from the platform of the society: the enormous row over WFDY, the Charter Club v. the Socialist Club, the Waterfront Strike and the Emergency Regulations. In all this, said the editor of Spike, the liberal tradition of Victoria continued through the Debating Society.


And today, things are as vigorous as ever, as witness these splendid arrangements for the anniversary celebrations. "A debating society is a necessary adjunct to every society," said our founders. "Unfeigned controversy is the life-blood of debating," said W. P. Rollings. 30 years later. What ample proof of these facts have been given by the society in the 69 years of its existence. Our founders meant that there should be at this university a place where people could be taught to think on their feet, where they could improve the technique of public speaking. But worthy and important as these objectives may be they were not the main objectives of those who founded the society. In almost 70 years of our existence they rarely have been.
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Their chief objective was to provide a place in the university where all faculties, all disciplines, could meet to hammer out the most controversial of issues. This was its essential part in a university education. The 
right of the society to do this has been vigorously defended by its officers and members on many occasions since the ideal was first postulated. Prom each of these battles, some small, some heard all over New Zealand, a piece of a tradition has emerged, a tradition now covering many years. It is one on which we may all look back with pride.










Victoria University of Wellington Library




Salient: Victoria University Students' Paper. Vol. 29, No. 10. 1966.

Kissing Must Stop





Kissing Must Stop




[image: A kissing couple being given a reproachful look in the common-room]




Student couples caught courting in a common-room may have to pay a fine. For their more bashful colleagues who see them kissing when they visit a social centre at Lancaster University, Lancashire, are tired of being embarrassed. Two male students are trying to have the kiss banned. Thev want to set up a vigilante committee to enforce the rule— with fines for persistent petters. 
Picture Shows: A kissing couple being given a reproachful look in the common-room. They were so upset they carried on.
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Thurbage "Brilliant"



Sir,—May I congratulate Thurbage on his quite brilliant demolition of what was a deplorable piece of journalism. When such butchery of prose appears in what is claimed a major newspaper it becomes increasingly clear that some sort of academic training is needed in New Zealand Journalism.


However, the article was unsigned and one wonders whether Thurbage is being a little presumptive when he attributes the trash to G. R. David. Though the article left me completely confused, I did not think it was true Davidese.



L. S. Knight.


[
We understand, from an informal source, that the editorial was not in jact written by G. R. David. Your perception would seem to exceed Thurbage's in this respect, Mr. Knight.—Ed.]







Is It A Fantail?



Sir,—Within recent weeks a striking painting has been hung in the library depicting a bird (Sparrow? Fantail?) flying above a church hall with rather hard architectural lines. Since this painting has aroused interest, and in some cases puzzlement, the viewers being unable to understand the intention of the artist, I would like to contribute one fact that is not generally known and may help in the interpretation.


On the door of the edifice is inscribed "The Word of God will be preached in this hall at 3pm, in the Will of the Lord."


It happens that tills is extremely close to the wording on an Exclusive Brethren Hall in Witako Street, Lower Hutt. Further, the style of architecture bears some resemblance to that in the painting. The hard, . rigid lines of the hall in the painting are, I feel, carefully designed to contrast with the smooth flowing lines of the bird and the countryside.





N. E. Whitehead.









Correction



Sir,—I draw to your attention that your report upon the association's AGM inadvertently left out what was perhaps the meeting's most important conclusion.


The decision to emasculate the students' association executive's disciplinary powers because the executive was thought to be both too immature and incompetent to use any powers Justly, must lead to doubts about the general ability of executives.


The decision was not made lightly, nor was it intended to abolish disciplinary powers within the university. Many of the speakers who supported the emasculation, were previous executive members and all emphasised that disciplinary powers still lay with the University Professorial Board and the Union Management Committee where, they argued, the powers would not be misused.



Brian Easton.


[
Thank you, Mr. Easton, for pointing to this omission. But it is questionable whether the motions which sought to cut down executive's disciplinary powers in fact do so —the probable situation is that the old system continues. Certainly, though, the conclusions you draw would seem reasonable.— Ed.]







Christ's Reality



Sir,—It seems to me that one of the lectures of Montefiore, perhaps better named Montefurore, deserves comment. He stated that it did not matter whether or not the Ascension, the Virgin Conception, the Second Coming of Christ and the Resurrection were historical facts or not, the important thing was their meaning for us. It seems to me that this derives from a basic unstated principle that the historical event is less important than its meaning for us today. If we apply this principle to the life of Christ it seems to me that His existence as a historical person is irrelevant, the main thing is the 
meaning of His life for us. However Montefiore stated quite definitely that Christ was unique—a unique expressing of 
God. If he really does hold the principle that the 
meaning is the important thing then we must accuse him of inconsistency. If he does not really hold this we must accuse him of arbitrariness. I suggest that it is important whether or not Christ was a genuine unique historical figure, and hence also important whether or not the other events occurred.





N. E. Whitehead.









Hon. LL.D 
Protest



Sir,—Whatever its merits, last Tuesday's protest demonstrates a very important weakness in our student body. The public holds all students responsible, despite the fact that the protesting group was very small and had no official backing. Considering the importance of the issue, the students' association should have made its position clear to news media when the controversy first began to reduce possible incrimination at a later stage. Failing this, prompter and fuller action as soon as the issue became public may have alleviated our troubles somewhat.


Let the association learn its lesson and prepare in advance on public relations issues as vital as this.



R. G. Hoddinott



M. Silver



G. W. Swift


[
This letter was omitted from the last issue for reasons of space.—Ed.]
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A blood-curdling scream



Darkness descends blindingly



They grope in terror and fear



Moving from these airless pits



Upwards to knowledge and light



But alas!



Ignorance there too has done its work.



In sinister semi-darkness



The menacing shadows huddle over lamps



Half-frozen figures peer through the gloom



Trying to decipher invisible symbols.



No light, no warmth—barbarism spreads its cloak.



Back in the Dark Ages, culture torn down?



No, it's just daily life here in Rankine-Brown.




Helen Ross




Reply To Correspondent




Anon Ammonite: We regret we cannot consider unsigned contributions.
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D.J.H. reviews recent releases



Decca'S Ace Of Clubs label has been a boon to collectors for many years now. its main advantage being the low price of the discs—22/6. Unfortunately, in most cases the recordings (in mono only) are very poor and the potential buyer has been offered a much better selection of records of a higher standard at approximately the same price through the clubs. With Decca's introduction of their Ace of Diamonds series this month the company is right back in the competitive field of low-price discs. The series consists of only stereo recordings, considerably more recent than those on Ace of Clubs, and the records retail at 29/-. They are splendidly packaged with prints of old masters on the covers and most informative sleeve-notes.


Releases this month are:


SDD 103 and 106: Beethoven's Symphonies No. 3, the "Eroica." and No. 6, the "Pastoral." by Ernest Ansermet conducting L'Orchestra de la Suisse Romande.


SDD 124: Liszt Piano Concerto No. 1 and No. 2. by Julius Katchen with the London Svmphony under Argenta.


SDD 116: Mozart Piano Concerto No. 27 (K.595) and Sonata No. 11 (K.331) with Backhaus and the Vienna Philharmonic under Bohm.


SDD 121: Mendelssohn "Italian" Symehony and Schubert Symphony No. 5 by the Israel Philharmonic conducted by Solti.


SDD 112: Tchaikovsky 1812 overture, Capriccio Italien, and Marche Slave with the London Symphony and the band of the Grenadier Guards conducted by Kenneth Alwyn.


All the recordings were first issued between 1958-1959. They are surprisingly Rood—one only has to listen to the clarity in the Tchaikovsky to discover this.


When the series began in England, Decca issued the complete Ansermet Beethoven symphonies and I hope the same will occur here. Both the Eroica and Pastoral receive reasonable readings—rather an intellectual approach, solid and dependable without a host of affected mannerisms. I was disappointed with the pedantic "Marcia funebra" in 3rd. The 6th is more successful overall, the nicely controlled brisk rhythm in the 3rd movement is extremely pleasing. Unfortunately, the Suisse Romande is not in the same class as the Berlin Philharmonic or the Columbia Symphony—there is a certain amount of out of tune wind playing and some of the brass work is noticeably sluggish. However the beautifully clear recording compensates and at this price these two discs are competitive with others on the market.


The Backhaus recording of Mozart is an extremely good version. The soloist's performance is exciting—a very individualistic approach to the score. There is an excellent rapport between soloist and orchestra, the music is never allowed to lag. The tone of the VPO is beautiful. Highly recommended.


Katchen's performance of the Liszt concertos is very successful. He achieves the amount of dynamism necessary to allow the music to sparkle. SDD 121 is interesting because of the brisk reading of Schubert's 5th, written when the composer was nineteen. The Tchaikovsky is splendidly played and recorded—orchestra, brass band, church bells, canons, etc. Enough said!



Two Excellent Discs have been issued by the Record Society recently: "Four Concertl for Trumpet, Woodwinds and Strings" (RZ 6153) and J. S. Bach Cantata No. 21 "Ich Hatte Viel Bekummernis" (RZ 6152).


The concerti recording is interesting—two Locatelli (1693-1764) concerti for violin and strings and two caprices for solo violin: Vivaldi's concerto in G minor for solo violin, two flutes, two oboes, two bassoons and strings; and the Torelli (1658-1709) concerto in D major for trumpet and strings.


Maurice André, soloist in the Torelli, must surely be the best studio trumpet soloist in the world. His recording of the Haydn concerto is the best available, and the recordings he made with the Gabriel Masson trombone quartet are outstanding. The performance on this disc is right up to standard, his tone is very good, especially in the high register. The Vivaldi is typical of the composer at his best.


Locatelli does not have the same appeal as Torelli and Vivaldi: one is left with the impression that technical difficulties have been created primarily for their own sake (this is not really surprising as Locatelli was a virtuoso violinist), however the difficulties do not worry Huguette Fernandez, who tosses them off with gay abandon. Unfortunately, the surface noise on the disc is very prominent.


The cantata is a real treat for Bach lovers. The performance is by Edith Selig, George Jelden, Erik Wenk, the Heinrich Schutz Choir of Heilbronn and the Pforzheim Chamber Orchestra conducted by Fritz Werner. The performance matches the beauty of the music, all soloists sine well—I was very impressed with Edith Selig's rendition of the beautiful aria "Seufzer Tranen." Choir and orchestra are very good. The stereo recording is reasonable. All in all a highly recommended record.




Princess IDA is one of the least recorded of Gilbert and Sullivan operettas. In many ways the music is considerably superior to any of the others (with the exception of 
Yeomen Of The Guard.


A new recording of this (Decca SKLM 4708/9) combines the best features of previous rival sets of Gilbert and Sullivan works, namely, for the first time Sir Malcolm Sargent has recorded with the D'Oyly Carte Opera Company.


The principals all perform creditably. Elizabetn Harwood's performance as Princess Ida is excellent. The chorus unfortunately mar their performance by failing to overcome the considerable problem of clarity in diction in the livelier choruses—a good example is the finale of Act I, "The Fascinated Rattle of a Complicated Battle." Sir Malcolm's direction of the orchestra is as impeccable as his clothes. To top this the stereo recording is extremely good, except for a large amount of pre-echo.






Noted


My record collection has contained a recording of the ballet "Giselle" for five years; it has been played at rather irregular Intervals, usually when I have required music for talking over—the score is pleasant, tuneful but innocuous, and has never stimulated me enough to bother noticing the composer. However, on reading the sleeve-note of a new Decca release, "Le Diable A Quatre" (LXTM 6188) I find that the composer, a certain Adolphe Adam, was responsible for "Giselle" and 11 other ballets. The music has the same characteristics—it is admirably suited to ballet, but the recorded performance tends to be rather meaningless without having seen the ballet. From my reading on this subject, one is not likely to see it performed.


On the credit side, the music is given a "spanking" performance by the London 
[
unclear: Sym] phony under Richard Boynge. Unfortunately I have only heard the mono recording, which is very good.


Recording companies are competing with one another in a seemingly perpetual effort to release Pete Seeger recordings—Folkways CBS, Capitol, and now Encore—"Pete Seeger Broadsides" (ENCM 6001). The majority of the tunes are well-known, for example "Hard Rain's Gonna Fall," "Little Boxes," "Blowin' In The Wind," "Who Killed Norma Jean." and have previously been recorded vocal tone makes this record pleasant. The as on many previous discs; an easy, relaxed vocal tone makes this record pleasant. The mono recording is very good.


On first hearing, Joao Gilberto seems to be a hot favourite for the title of "dullest singer in the world." However, this soft lyrical voice possesses a magnificent sense of rhythm which grows on the listener rapidly Add to this voice a most accomplished guitarist and you have an entertainer par excellence. A new Parlophone disc entitled "The Leader Of A Revolution: Joao Gilberto and the Bossa Nova" (PMCM 1247) is a sure winner which I wholeheartedly recommend On six of the tracks Gilberto is accompanied by an orchestra directed by Antonio Carlos Jobim, the composer of "Desafinado."


The particular appeal of Cher singing "Like A Rolling Stone" is likely to depend on one's views of Dylan singing Dylan. I am one of the "unenlightened" who even prefer the Byrds singing Dylan to Dylan himself, and I enjoy Chér—no doubt ardent "Protest" fans will throw up their hands in horror when they listen to this track on "The Sonny Side Of Chér" (Liberty LBY 3072). Some tracks such as "Bang Bang" "The Girl From Ipanema," "Our Day Will Come," suit Chér's unusual talents. However, some of the others are nothing but a conglomeration of noise. Along with Peter and Gordon's "Hurtin' and Loving" (Decca) this is one of the best regarded pop discs I have heard.
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"
The Object of the competition is to encourage artists to paint faithfully the beauty and the essential character of the New Zealand scene, and thereby develop a livelier public appreciation of the Fine Arts and of the infinitely varied aspects of our land."


These words are inscribed on the Kelliher Art Prize Competition catalogue and could well be the epitaph for contemporary New Zealand painting. You perhaps get bored at hearing and reading about the unfortunate state of New Zealand painting but any such statements surely have some grounding when the country's major art prize is the Kelliher.


Not all are capable, and less desire to understand what today is loosely termed "modern art." This, however, is no excuse for regarding only "beautiful" things as works of art and writing off whatever does not appeal to the viewer in this way. Joyce said that "Art is the human disposition of intelligible matter for an aesthetic end." It is not possible therefore to say a mountain is a work of art no matter how beautiful it may seem to the viewer—the symmetry, the ruggedness. or smoothness may appeal, but the matter is not disposed for an aesthetic end. This is true whether or not you believe Joyce's "definition" to be completely satisfactory. No matter what your artistic theory, it must be agreed that arrangement by an artist is required; products of nature are not works of art. It may also be noted that "aesthetic" although implying beautiful is not restricted to this—it means simply of, or pertaining to sensuous perception.


This is not to say that the exhibits in the Kelliher are not works of art—some are executed technically very well. What I am trying to say is that it is time that New Zealand viewers reassessed their appreciative values. It appears that at present viewers look not for the good work of art but rather for the beautiful scenery which alone they regard as important. The snap answer of the "true blue" is "What else do I look at pictures for? Surely the subject is most important." This is true only as long as the appreciation lies within the work of art as a work of art. I mean here, that, to say, "I like that picture because it reminds me of when I was at Lyttelton Harbour" is to speak of something other than aesthetics. It is referring to something outside and not connected to the painting. If romantic or sentimental reminiscences are needed, the Government Tourist Bureau has numerous full colour photographs which probably have a lot more accurate detail.


All right, Sir Henry got his knighthood, the socialmongers get their evening out and their status symbols in the form of pretty pictures of pretty New Zealand scenery. But why does this have to remain the biggest New Zealand exhibition (£500— first prize; second, £225; third. £150 and eight merits of £25)? Surely this implies that this is 
the exhibition of New Zealand artists —the main stream as it is today—only 80 years behind the other countries. Surely this is not going to "develop a livelier public egotism in their God's own country." Who knows, maybe next there will be large prizes offered to encourage artists to paint faithful portraits of All Blacks. The only two books already published on New Zealand painting are 
Peter McIntyre's New Zealand (a photograph album of the country would probably be cheaper) and New Zealand 
Artists Interpret The New Zealand Scene.


The Kelliher was instigated in 1956 and has been increasing in importance ever since. Several artists have made their names as "master" but it is unfortunate that their greatness will not be known of outside the New Zealand shores. Some of the "masters" are (with their prize moneys won in parentheses): Peter McIntyre (£1175 — probably the greatest), P. Mardon (£575), C. Wheeler (£525—including five merits). Perhaps if these artists felt strongly enough about the New Zealand art image and had attempted new and varied means of expression they would have done more for New Zealand painting (especially Mr. McIntyre).


First prize this year went to P. Mardon, 
Lyttelton Harbour. The painting consists of pale blue water and sky, pale grey-blue yacht, pale to darker grey cliff face with a touch of green grass. Ian C. Scott's 
Storm Shadows Waitakere, had pleasant, interesting colour and brush strokes but the influence of Mr. McIntyre shone through, as it does (far more apparently) in the works of R. Chilvers. The most exciting painting is 
Land-locked Port (J. Lindsey) and it is obvious that there is considerable talent there if used correctly.


Other points to note regarding the exhibftion are first that (this year anyway) exhibitors are on the selection committee; the paintings sold were mainly those who had received prizes (originality in appreciation?); the attendance numbers are the highest for any New Zealand exhibition, including those of overseas artists; some paintings are to be hung in New Zealand House. London. How important the economic considerations of the artists exhibiting are is difficult to evaluate but some indication can be obtained from the price tags. Many are over the hundred guineas mark—such a lot for so little!


There is no reason why everyone should love abstract paintings but there are plenty of reasons why New Zealand should awaken her artistic feelings, change her attitude to painting and develop new, more interesting and exciting, not necessarily "international styles (apology to Mr. Falrburn, Salientmarch 18). It is in a university that this can be stimulated.—
M.J.R.G.
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High praise



Sir,—Much as I have grown to admire your critical page, probably—I can think of no present rival—the most literate in the country, much as I approve of AMB's notice of the refurbished 
Lovely War (more I can hardly say, since I was a member of the original cast) there is one point I must take up with him. He observes that at St. James's Theatre, the slides 

Average Life Of A Machine Gunner Under Attack . . . Four Minutes elicited amiable laughter and he states that this did not happen in November. 1965. at the Paramount. Alas, it did, 27 times in 29 performances; your critic must have attended one of the two exceptions. I particularly remember this, since Tim Eliott and I, awaiting entrances, exchanged glances of stupefaction for the first week, after that of resignation. Thus when, on two nights, there was the stunned silence we had always thought appropriate, we were pretty stunned ourselves.




Bruce Mason.






Bergman defence



Sir,—Can one say that unmoving problems treated in an unexciting way are considerable? Rex Benson did in his criticism of Bergman. I cannot claim to have seen any of the early films e.g. Crisis (1941) or to have read Cowie's criticism, but I did see all the films in the Bergman festival and base my criticism of Rex Benson's article on this.


Firstly his English style is to quote Benson "crapulent". His combination of words makes the possibility of taking the article as valid criticism impossible, yet the article must have been intended as such. What do such phrases as "The sexual high jinks of the underlings, for instance, are quite superfluous and about as tittilating as cold suet pudding," or "The distinguished man becomes a mouthpiece for a choice selection of religious platitudes." or "The whole thing smacks of catch-penny Freud" mean, or add to any criticism? As Benson said 'Comment is superfluous."


In regard to his criticism of Cowie. Cowie is entitled to his opinions, and they need not influence anyone. Whether Bergman's themes are original or not is irrelevant as is whether or not he first made the world aware that the film was an art. These principles do not alter the value of the films. Sarcasm is not criticism especially when in Benson's case it has no meaning.


"The Virgin Spring" we are told is an "Uncompromising film" which settles at an uneasy compromise," "Immediately compelling because of its dramatic potential." yet the human qualities are "negated." The summary comment to these observations is "it is not a memorial film." He states that the film assumes that sins are "expiated" through "sufficiently attractive offerings to God." Such comment is typical of Benson's style of attack which appears to be taking portions of the films out of context and implying anything but what Bergman meant. "Wild Strawberries" is a "better film." In reply to Benson I say Bergman made a film of the comment "You are guilty of guilt." The statement is not redundant: one does not by definition suffer guilt if one is guilty. Benson's point is. to quote again, "certainly tiresome." That Benson found certain portions blatant and was not impressed is not criticism worth printing, if he cannot give good reasons.


On "The Magician." he is reduced to comment that "The narrative does not flow quite smoothly enough." What would be smoothly enough?


Can it be said that Bergman films lack human warmth and are unmoving? Mr. Benson. Bergman has not got me "stupefied," but you do in your writing strike me with "awe." Is not your article, as you put it. "a trifle exaggerated?"—Glenys Forans.







Reply:



In Her Comments on the Bergman review, Miss Forans states that Bergman has not got her stupefied, yet she seems sufficiently agitated by my remarks to misconstrue most of them. If she has another look at the Cowle section Miss Forans will find stated quite explicitly that I did 
not intend this to have any bearing on my own opinions about Bergman. It was indicative of the kind of nonsense that is written about him by his admirers. Mr. Boyes has stated elsewhere, and I agree with him in 
this respect, that every review of a Bergman film should open with the words "Bergman is the most overrated director in the world."


It is difficult to criticise Miss Forans's letter as much of it consists of quotations from the review, mostly without attached comment. However, I cannot really see what is so unfathomable about a phrase like "the sexual hijinks of the underlings are quite superfluous." Perhaps Miss Forans would wish to ascribe some metaphysical significance to these portions of the film. She would have many eager companions in this pursuit. And phrases like "catch-penny Freud" seem to me to be quite clear.


Miss Forans accuses me of "taking portions of the film out of context," failing to notice that she had just taken out of context phrases of the review when implying a contradiction between "uncompromising" and "compromise." According to her peculiar criteria I would doubtless be committing this crime if I should take 
any individual item for discussion. It seemed to me quite clear that in the last sequence of 
The Virgin Spring, the father was more concerned with the killing of the three brothers than the death of his daughter.


In her remarks on 
Wild Strawberries, Miss Forans writes: "The statement is not redundant: one does not by definition suffer guilt if one is guilty." If she examines the review carefully she will find that what I actually wrote was "when one suffers guilt one is, by definition, guilty" which is exactly the opposite. Miss Forans then describes my criticism as not worth printing if reasons are not given for finding portions of the film "blatant." How 
could one Justify an assertion that "X is blatant" when writing about a film? Suffice to say that if Miss Forans finds Bergman's symbolism subtle and imaginative, then she is indeed a true disciple.


Miss Forans then asks, referring to the narrative flow of 
The Magician, "what would be smooth enough?" Well, the excision of the "sexual hijinks of the underlings" would be a good start. She then asks, "Can it be said that Bergman films lack human warmth and are unmoving?" Yes, indeed. If Miss Forans reads the review carefully she will find that I have said it. If she Is asking whether or not this can be said justifiably, then I can only answer that any assertion of this kind is determined by a basic emotional attitude to his films—a response which is capable of some rationalisation but not much analysis. Perhaps Miss Forans would like to propose an entirely objective criteria for film criticism and film aesthetics. This would be a monumental step, and I gather from the tone of her letter that she feels quite capable of it.







Mr. Benson replies to Mr. Boyes (Salient 9):



In Reply, Mr. Benson says: Thanks to Mr. Boyes for his comments on my "extraordinarily one-eyed" review of 
Bande a Part. By "one-eyed" I presume he means that the views expressed did not coincide with his own. I would agree that judgment of a film cannot be divorced from the environment and times in which it was made, but I cannot accept his conclusions. Mr. Boyes comes perilously close to the 
auteur theory of film criticism (beloved of 
Movie, NY Film Bulletin, Film Culture and many of the 
Cahiers du Cinema critics) which holds that a film must be judged not as an independent entity but in the light of the director's past work and his reputation. I reject this approach because it has led to some pretty absurd conclusions, for example the suggestion that, say. 
Hatari is a better film than 
The Manchurian Candidate, merely because Hawks is an "auteur" and Frankenheimer is not. or the exaltation of such "in" directors as Preminger, Walsh. Hitchcock and Hawks, at the expense of Wyler, Stevens, Kazan. Zinnemann and other great American directors.


The fact that Godard "is one of the most, important, most talked - about film-makers in the world" does not impress me in the least, nor do I feel that this should somehow excuse his making such a poor movie as 
Bande a Part. And while a discussion of the "nouvelle vague", the films it has spawned, and the distribution problems they face in New Zealand, would be suitable for a general article, I do not see that, these considerations are relevant to a criticism of 
Bande a Part as a film and a work to which normal criteria of worth can be applied. 
"C" of 
Truth is quite entitled to impart information about the nouvelle vague if he feels like it. but I can hardly see any onus on my part to do so. I simply did not think it was relevant.


What did impress me about 
Bande a Part was that it was singularly unimpressive. I do not criticise the film because it is "self-indulgent", "original" (was it?) and shows cinematic "in-jokes". I criticise it because it is not entertaining self-indulgence or "originality", and the in-jokes are pretty feeble. And speaking of in-jokes. I don't think I like cliquish films. When writing of 
Muriel I hinted at the need for the "picture on two levels". and this need is even more urgent today. What is needed, and what 
Bande a Part is not,modem are films that are acceptable and pleasing to the average moviegoer while at the same time, on another level, give pleasure to another kind of people who feel they have greater subtlety of perception.


Mr. Boyes' final comment strikes at the very heart of the matter. I would maintain that film criticism is rationalisation of a base response. When watching a film one develops an emotional response to it, and then afterwards sets out to explain or rationalise the attitude in terms of style, technique, act - ing. script etc. These considerations in themselves will be judged with the base response as the reference point. This is why two critics may have opposing viewpoints on a film and use exactly the same individual items to back up their respective opinions. Richard Mallett, film critic of 
Punch, has written "I judge empirically always, my first consideration is whether or not I enjoyed the film (or particular parts of it) myself." I really could not think of a better starting point when sitting down to write a piece of film criticism — can Mr. Boyes?
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"The Virgin Spring" we are told is an "Uncompromising film" which settles at an uneasy compromise," "Immediately compelling because of its dramatic potential." yet the human qualities are "negated." The summary comment to these observations is "it is not a memorial film." He states that the film assumes that sins are "expiated" through "sufficiently attractive offerings to God." Such comment is typical of Benson's style of attack which appears to be taking portions of the films out of context and implying anything but what Bergman meant. "Wild Strawberries" is a "better film." In reply to Benson I say Bergman made a film of the comment "You are guilty of guilt." The statement is not redundant: one does not by definition suffer guilt if one is guilty. Benson's point is. to quote again, "certainly tiresome." That Benson found certain portions blatant and was not impressed is not criticism worth printing, if he cannot give good reasons.


On "The Magician." he is reduced to comment that "The narrative does not flow quite smoothly enough." What would be smoothly enough?


Can it be said that Bergman films lack human warmth and are unmoving? Mr. Benson. Bergman has not got me "stupefied," but you do in your writing strike me with "awe." Is not your article, as you put it. "a trifle exaggerated?"—Glenys Forans.










Victoria University of Wellington Library




Salient: Victoria University Students' Paper. Vol. 29, No. 10. 1966.

Reply:





Reply:



In Her Comments on the Bergman review, Miss Forans states that Bergman has not got her stupefied, yet she seems sufficiently agitated by my remarks to misconstrue most of them. If she has another look at the Cowle section Miss Forans will find stated quite explicitly that I did 
not intend this to have any bearing on my own opinions about Bergman. It was indicative of the kind of nonsense that is written about him by his admirers. Mr. Boyes has stated elsewhere, and I agree with him in 
this respect, that every review of a Bergman film should open with the words "Bergman is the most overrated director in the world."


It is difficult to criticise Miss Forans's letter as much of it consists of quotations from the review, mostly without attached comment. However, I cannot really see what is so unfathomable about a phrase like "the sexual hijinks of the underlings are quite superfluous." Perhaps Miss Forans would wish to ascribe some metaphysical significance to these portions of the film. She would have many eager companions in this pursuit. And phrases like "catch-penny Freud" seem to me to be quite clear.


Miss Forans accuses me of "taking portions of the film out of context," failing to notice that she had just taken out of context phrases of the review when implying a contradiction between "uncompromising" and "compromise." According to her peculiar criteria I would doubtless be committing this crime if I should take 
any individual item for discussion. It seemed to me quite clear that in the last sequence of 
The Virgin Spring, the father was more concerned with the killing of the three brothers than the death of his daughter.


In her remarks on 
Wild Strawberries, Miss Forans writes: "The statement is not redundant: one does not by definition suffer guilt if one is guilty." If she examines the review carefully she will find that what I actually wrote was "when one suffers guilt one is, by definition, guilty" which is exactly the opposite. Miss Forans then describes my criticism as not worth printing if reasons are not given for finding portions of the film "blatant." How 
could one Justify an assertion that "X is blatant" when writing about a film? Suffice to say that if Miss Forans finds Bergman's symbolism subtle and imaginative, then she is indeed a true disciple.


Miss Forans then asks, referring to the narrative flow of 
The Magician, "what would be smooth enough?" Well, the excision of the "sexual hijinks of the underlings" would be a good start. She then asks, "Can it be said that Bergman films lack human warmth and are unmoving?" Yes, indeed. If Miss Forans reads the review carefully she will find that I have said it. If she Is asking whether or not this can be said justifiably, then I can only answer that any assertion of this kind is determined by a basic emotional attitude to his films—a response which is capable of some rationalisation but not much analysis. Perhaps Miss Forans would like to propose an entirely objective criteria for film criticism and film aesthetics. This would be a monumental step, and I gather from the tone of her letter that she feels quite capable of it.










Victoria University of Wellington Library




Salient: Victoria University Students' Paper. Vol. 29, No. 10. 1966.

Mr. Benson replies to Mr. Boyes (Salient 9):





Mr. Benson replies to Mr. Boyes (Salient 9):



In Reply, Mr. Benson says: Thanks to Mr. Boyes for his comments on my "extraordinarily one-eyed" review of 
Bande a Part. By "one-eyed" I presume he means that the views expressed did not coincide with his own. I would agree that judgment of a film cannot be divorced from the environment and times in which it was made, but I cannot accept his conclusions. Mr. Boyes comes perilously close to the 
auteur theory of film criticism (beloved of 
Movie, NY Film Bulletin, Film Culture and many of the 
Cahiers du Cinema critics) which holds that a film must be judged not as an independent entity but in the light of the director's past work and his reputation. I reject this approach because it has led to some pretty absurd conclusions, for example the suggestion that, say. 
Hatari is a better film than 
The Manchurian Candidate, merely because Hawks is an "auteur" and Frankenheimer is not. or the exaltation of such "in" directors as Preminger, Walsh. Hitchcock and Hawks, at the expense of Wyler, Stevens, Kazan. Zinnemann and other great American directors.


The fact that Godard "is one of the most, important, most talked - about film-makers in the world" does not impress me in the least, nor do I feel that this should somehow excuse his making such a poor movie as 
Bande a Part. And while a discussion of the "nouvelle vague", the films it has spawned, and the distribution problems they face in New Zealand, would be suitable for a general article, I do not see that, these considerations are relevant to a criticism of 
Bande a Part as a film and a work to which normal criteria of worth can be applied. 
"C" of 
Truth is quite entitled to impart information about the nouvelle vague if he feels like it. but I can hardly see any onus on my part to do so. I simply did not think it was relevant.


What did impress me about 
Bande a Part was that it was singularly unimpressive. I do not criticise the film because it is "self-indulgent", "original" (was it?) and shows cinematic "in-jokes". I criticise it because it is not entertaining self-indulgence or "originality", and the in-jokes are pretty feeble. And speaking of in-jokes. I don't think I like cliquish films. When writing of 
Muriel I hinted at the need for the "picture on two levels". and this need is even more urgent today. What is needed, and what 
Bande a Part is not,modem are films that are acceptable and pleasing to the average moviegoer while at the same time, on another level, give pleasure to another kind of people who feel they have greater subtlety of perception.


Mr. Boyes' final comment strikes at the very heart of the matter. I would maintain that film criticism is rationalisation of a base response. When watching a film one develops an emotional response to it, and then afterwards sets out to explain or rationalise the attitude in terms of style, technique, act - ing. script etc. These considerations in themselves will be judged with the base response as the reference point. This is why two critics may have opposing viewpoints on a film and use exactly the same individual items to back up their respective opinions. Richard Mallett, film critic of 
Punch, has written "I judge empirically always, my first consideration is whether or not I enjoyed the film (or particular parts of it) myself." I really could not think of a better starting point when sitting down to write a piece of film criticism — can Mr. Boyes?




[image: Left To Right: Ross Jolly, Gay Davison and John Smythe from the cast of The Sort Of My Mad Mother which was the most recent production of the V.U. Drama Club. The play which is by Ann Jellicoe, author of The Knack, deals with teenagers in London. The photo shows three of the cast getting in the swing of things. A review appears in this issue of Salient.]


Left To Right: Ross Jolly, Gay Davison and John Smythe from the cast of 
The Sort Of My Mad Mother which was the most recent production of the V.U. Drama Club. The play which is by Ann Jellicoe, author of 
The Knack, deals with teenagers in London. The photo shows three of the cast getting in the swing of things. A review appears in this issue of Salient.












Victoria University of Wellington Library




Salient: Victoria University Students' Paper. Vol. 29, No. 10. 1966.

[advert]






[image: New Zealand Library School Wellington...]










Victoria University of Wellington Library




Salient: Victoria University Students' Paper. Vol. 29, No. 10. 1966.

On the grapevine






On the grapevine






[image: Not A Beatle—but British debater Keith Ovenden (University of Keele), who with Cambridge graduate J. M. J. Burford, will debate against Victoria at 8pm on Monday, August 8, in the Memorial Theatre.]



Not A Beatle—but British debater Keith Ovenden (University of Keele), who with Cambridge graduate J. M. J. Burford, will debate against Victoria at 8pm on Monday, August 8, in the Memorial Theatre.








Daily paper?



The Dominion, which is reputed to be a 
daily newspaper, has a strange time lag in its letters to the editor columns. Last Saturday, 18 days after the student protest at the Holyoake Hon. LL.D., 17 days after an uncharacteristic outburst of emotion in its editorial column, it suddenly got around to publishing some of the replies. Five in all—and four of these got into the sports section by mistake. Curiously, all but one were written by students. Salient's man about town reports that the paper shortly hopes to announce the result of the Boer War—if it could only find the article.






Caf meals



House committee chairman Paul Peretz, commenting on a number of complaints made to him about cafeteria meals, says he has discussed the matter with the caterer, Mr. F. Levenbach. "He has assured me that if anyone has a valid complaint about a particular serving, he will be only too happy to replace it," says Mr. Peretz. "I would consider this a reasonable offer and would ask people not to abuse it." At the same time, a suggestions book for longterm suggestions or complaints of a general nature has been placed in the students' association office.






Penfriend



Japanese Girl Penfriend—Miss Nobuko Kitamura, of 1-chome 3-41 Kyomachi Otsu City Shikagen Japan (age 19) seeks a New Zealand penfriend. She describes her interests as "appreciating the old arts of Japan, taking a walk, speaking English, and reading." Anyone interested can obtain her letter from the editor— together with her photo and some assorted Japanese stamps.






Film show



A Six-Part Film Show has been organised by the Department of English, and two showings have already been held. Next showings are: August 1, "The Loon's Necklace" (a North American folk tale illustrated with native masks) and "From Renoir to Picasso" (Renoir, Seurat and Picasso). August 8, "Sidney Nolan" and "William Dobell" (Modern Australian artists). Showings are at 1pm in the Memorial Theatre.






Concert coming



International Club is again presenting an International Concert in the Memorial Theatre on Friday, July 29, and Saturday, July 30, at 8pm. Items include songs and dances from New Zealand, the Pacific Islands, Europe, Asia, and America. Tickets from the SUB office.






Film society



Victoria now has a new film society. The inaugural meeting, held on July 11, elected Nevil Gibson as president and Peter Boyes as secretary-treasurer. Membership will be by subscription and there will be four screenings this year. The first took place in C3 at 7.30pm on Tuesday, 26.


The other screenings will include "Orpheus" (Jean Cocteau), "Frenzy" (directed by Sjoberg, scripted by Bergman), "Hallelujah The Hills" directed by Adolphas Mekas (a recent American comedy), "Paris Belongs To Us," a recent French film, and "The Passion Of Joan Of Arc," a classic directed by Carl Dreyer.






Varsity beer



Dunedin: A commemorative brew of beer may be produced for the University of Otago's centennial celebrations in 1969.


The Otago Student Association will ask the committee planning the celebrations to investigate this possibility.


Student president Denis Pezaro told a recent executive meeting: "If there are to be special stamps, then why not special bottle tops?"
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Caf meals



House committee chairman Paul Peretz, commenting on a number of complaints made to him about cafeteria meals, says he has discussed the matter with the caterer, Mr. F. Levenbach. "He has assured me that if anyone has a valid complaint about a particular serving, he will be only too happy to replace it," says Mr. Peretz. "I would consider this a reasonable offer and would ask people not to abuse it." At the same time, a suggestions book for longterm suggestions or complaints of a general nature has been placed in the students' association office.
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Penfriend



Japanese Girl Penfriend—Miss Nobuko Kitamura, of 1-chome 3-41 Kyomachi Otsu City Shikagen Japan (age 19) seeks a New Zealand penfriend. She describes her interests as "appreciating the old arts of Japan, taking a walk, speaking English, and reading." Anyone interested can obtain her letter from the editor— together with her photo and some assorted Japanese stamps.
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Film show



A Six-Part Film Show has been organised by the Department of English, and two showings have already been held. Next showings are: August 1, "The Loon's Necklace" (a North American folk tale illustrated with native masks) and "From Renoir to Picasso" (Renoir, Seurat and Picasso). August 8, "Sidney Nolan" and "William Dobell" (Modern Australian artists). Showings are at 1pm in the Memorial Theatre.
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Concert coming



International Club is again presenting an International Concert in the Memorial Theatre on Friday, July 29, and Saturday, July 30, at 8pm. Items include songs and dances from New Zealand, the Pacific Islands, Europe, Asia, and America. Tickets from the SUB office.
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Film society



Victoria now has a new film society. The inaugural meeting, held on July 11, elected Nevil Gibson as president and Peter Boyes as secretary-treasurer. Membership will be by subscription and there will be four screenings this year. The first took place in C3 at 7.30pm on Tuesday, 26.


The other screenings will include "Orpheus" (Jean Cocteau), "Frenzy" (directed by Sjoberg, scripted by Bergman), "Hallelujah The Hills" directed by Adolphas Mekas (a recent American comedy), "Paris Belongs To Us," a recent French film, and "The Passion Of Joan Of Arc," a classic directed by Carl Dreyer.
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Varsity beer



Dunedin: A commemorative brew of beer may be produced for the University of Otago's centennial celebrations in 1969.


The Otago Student Association will ask the committee planning the celebrations to investigate this possibility.


Student president Denis Pezaro told a recent executive meeting: "If there are to be special stamps, then why not special bottle tops?"
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Graduation date may be changed


By Bob Lord



A 
Decision on a suggestion to alter the date of the graduation ceremony at Victoria will probably be made at the next University Council meeting, Professor I. D. Campbell said this week.



Professor Campbell, who is the deputy vice-chancellor, said the alteration of the date of the graduation ceremony from May to the last Friday before the beginning of the first term would be of considerable benefit to graduates.


Many people think there is too long a period between the time the academic course ends and the time the ceremony takes place and the wait until May is not essential, he said.


Mr. A. P. Gatly, who organised this year's graduation ceremony, told me he would prefer not to comment on the possible effects of altering graduation dates. The university registrar, Mr. L. Desborough, also had no comment to make.


Students' association president, John McGrath, told me the alteration would greatly benefit graduates and their interests should be considered before those of other students.


The earlier time of graduation should not upset the tradition of Capping Week festivities too severely, he said.


The official functions connected with graduation, such as the Graduands' Dinner and the Graduates' Ball, would take place at the time of the ceremony, he said. "Procesh" and other functions could be held later in the year, either during a special "University Week" or in connection with the graduation ceremony for students completing honours courses which is planned to be held in May.


Mr. McGrath said "Cappicade" could be printed at the earlier time and this would help Victoria in her troubles over competition from sales of the Massey magazine "Masskerade".
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Folk tv


by Janet McCallum




The Folk Music Club with NZBC TV will stage a concert-cumtelevision special in the Memorial Theatre on Thursday evening, August 4.



The first half, produced by Kevan Moore ("Let's Go " "Town and Around") in conjunction with Victoria's Derek King, will feature country and western artist John Hore, Maria Dallas and folkgroup the Convairs, with the University Singers; and will be filmed for later screening on the national network as "Cameras on Campus."


The second half will feature the Folk club's Arts Festival group—Mitch Park and his "Kelburn Mountain Boys", banjoist Stuart Henderson, Trevor Watkin, Jane Gardiner, Pauline Harter and Linda Sacklin (of "John, Geoff and Linda") plus guest folk-duo "Group One".


Radio and television personality Bas Tubert will be guest compere.


Bookings are now open at the students' association office. A project of this nature is a notable "first" for both the club and the university and should prove a versatile and entertaining evening.
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Cable-Car Appeal By Association



Salient Reporter




Once Again, the students' association is to appeal against an increase in cable-car fares.



Last year, the association (at a cost of £100) won an appeal against a fare increase.



Despite a record profit on cable-car operations last year, the city council is again increasing fares.



Students' association president John McGrath told Salient that the matter is in the hands of the association's lawyers.



Last year, the students' association took a lone stand in the transport court against the fare rise. This year, it is only one of a large group of protesting groups.



The city council does not regard the cable-car as being a separate part of the transport system —which overall makes a multi - thousand pound loss yearly.



But the students' association last year successfully argued that it is a separate service.
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Distinguished cleric visits


by N. E. Whitehead




It is unusual to have a theologian of the calibre of Canon Montefiore visiting Vic. It is even more unusual to have two such within a short time of one another. The second will be here on August 3, 4, 5, and take a student service on the seventh.



This visitor is Professor F. F. Bruce, who is Rylands Professor of Biblical History and Criticism at Manchester University. He was born in Elgin in 1910 and is an MA of both Aberdeen and Cambridge. After further studies in Vienna, he lectured at the University of Leeds where he was awarded an Honorary Doctor of Divinity in 1957. He has been at Manchester since 1960.


He is president of the Victoria Institute, and editor of the "Palestine Exporation Quarterly" and "Evangelical Quarterly," as well as contributing to a large number of other journals. He has written books on early church history (a trilogy) on the transmission of the Bible ("The Books and the Parchments"), on all the various modern translations, commentaries of Acts. Colossians, and Hebrews, and has him-- self published an expanded paraphrase of the Epistles which has received favourable critical notices.


Professor Bruce is generally acknowledged as an expert on textual criticism (that is, how much the text of the Bible has changed from the original documents) and also on the Dead Sea Scrolls. He has given lectures on these and other subjects to groups of students in Europe and America, and mentions that his lectures here will be aimed at the average student rather than the theologian.


The lectures will all be held in the Men's and Women's Common Rooms combined from 1pm to 2pm. Professor Bruce is in New Zealand in response to a joint invitation by the Inter-Varsity Fellowship of Evangelical Unions and the Wellington Assembly Research Fellowship.




[image: Six American Student Leaders: from left, Steve Oxman, Larry Rose, Pete Wales, Victoria vice president Ian McKlnnon, Clinton Duveux and Elsa Holtz]




Six American student leaders visited Victoria last weekend. Five of them are pictured here — from left, Steve Oxman, Larry Rose, Pete Wales, Victoria vicepresident Ian McKlnnon, Clinton Duveux and Elsa Holtz. The sixth student, Al Milano. was not present when this picture was taken at a public address last Monday.



Pete Wales spoke on "The United States New Left" and Clinton Duveux spoke on "Black Power and the Civil Rights movement" to an audience of about 300 students.



The students, from the United States National Students' Association, are on an overseas tour to meet fellow students, especially dissident groups.
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Pettipoint



Topical Idea, that, of the French Club's to show a couple of Alms recently about the French tests. A good idea, too, to have an official from the French Embassy present to answer questions. Mind you this habit, or perhaps ability, to speak only in French was not particularly Successful in stimulating interest in things French amongst those who, like myself, have not learned or used the language for five years or so.


In the end only two of the non-French-speakers in the audience asked questions.—To one he answered rapidly and at length in French, leaving one perplexed girl; to the other "Where have the inhabitants of the neighbouring islands been shifted to and what arrangements have been made for their welfare?" he replied briefly, was translated as "They're still there." Quite a sight, believe me—an official of the French Government, here. I gathered, to explain French policy to New Zealeaders, apparently unable to speak English and acting through a student interpreter. Altogether, a fine victory for French culture and Franco New Zealand relations.


*


One wonders, does one not, whether that well-known reporter attached to one of the national weeklies really believes what he says. One would have to, I suppose, to be able to write it. And yet even the, Prime Minister, who after all is not expected to believe everything he says, usuallly manages to sound plausible to some group or groups in the community. But perhaps the aforesaid reporter sounds plausible, also, to some groups in the community ... a sobering thought. Still, he should go far—usually ill-informed sources state that after he is swept into Parliament by the tumultuous multitudinous mass, he will find a niche as delegate to UN, where it is believed he will do well.


*



The effects of Government spending policy vis-avis the universities is once again painfully apparent. At time of writing the lights between the Student Union and Rankine Brown are once again not in operation. "The cost of the electricity saved is enough to put one more student through an honorary degree," a spokesman for the university administration is not quoted as saying.


We haven't heard for a while about the proposed RSA Youth Club. No doubt they are preparing their press releases.


"Our aim is peace," said the president of the RSAYC, Mr. John Doe (40) today. He was reviewing a march past of members on the 27th anniversary of the start of the Second World War. "We believe that the world can be united in peace if only the world would accept democracy and the American Way of Life." He told reporters that he was disturbed at the low defence budget of New Zealand, and that the youth of the country, through the RSAYC, would make his voice heard.



by Latent
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Calculus By Computer




[image: Students studying calculus at the University of California are solving complex equations through the use of desk-top computer display consoles. The consoles, which are linked to a computer, enable the students to see numerically or graphically each step in the solution of a problem. The computer is linked to consoles in five separate classrooms.]


Students studying calculus at the University of California are solving complex equations through the use of desk-top computer display consoles. The consoles, which are linked to a computer, enable the students to see numerically or graphically each step in the solution of a problem. The computer is linked to consoles in five separate classrooms.
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Robertson's ban


by Rosemary Booth




Five Months Ago, the president of the National Union of South African Students, Ian Robertson, told a friend, Mr. D. Bordman, that "things are looking better for NUSAS than they have for some time."



Mr. Bordman is now with the VUW Department of Social Science, and Ian Robertson is restricted under a five-year banning-order.


Mr. Bordman, who served on the NUSAS executive in 1964. says that Robertson would be regarded as a conservative by New Zealand standards. He supported the United States commitment in Vietnam, for example.


Politically he supports the Progressive Party, a minority group advocating that all races should be treated on terms of equality, with a qualified franchise based on education and economic status.


Mr. Bordman went on to say that Robertson has been noted for his biting criticism of government policy which most affect students. He opposed the Extension of University Education Act closing the "open" universities to non-white students. He has protested against previous banning-orders against students. In January and February of 1965. he was involved in a protest against the Mixed Audiences Proclamation prohibiting all multi - racial gatherings.


Robertson's banning has aroused so much attention,' Mr. Bordman believes, because there have been no previous bannings for specifically student activities— other restrictions have been imposed for outside political agitation. This is not admitted by the South African Government, who never give reasons for such actions.


The conclusion is obvious— it is as president of NUSAS (the organisation responsible for inviting Senator Robert Kennedy to South Africa), that Robertson has been banned. The visit caused the South African Government severe embarrassment.


"Ian is vigorously antiapartheid," Mr. Bordman stated, "but has never been a starry-eyed idealist. He has always been aware that what he and NUSAS are striving for — a democratic South Africa — is the ideal which may not be realised for many decades."


Mr. Bordman is convinced that the Government is going to intensify pressure against NUSAS. with the ultimate aim of destroying the organisation. The banning of Ian Robertson is the beginning, he believes, and there are likely to be further bannings in the future.
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Classified Service Page





Hotels




Midland Hotel



where all the students meet



Light Lunches Served In The Bars


Cool 
Red Band beer always on tap




Phone 70-259 
On The Quay




Barrett's Hotel




At The Bottom Of Plimmer Steps



Handy to the Vanity and Cabie Car


Have Lunch in Our New Pacific Bar



Remember Our . . .



Free Delivery Service,



Balls,



Parties, Etc.


Chilled flagons and 4½ or 9-gallon kegs.




Reginald Collins Ltd.


Wholesale wine and spirit people. Vintners to the Students' Association. Carry stocks of all brands of ale, spirits, table wine (from 5/6), sherry in flagons (16/-) or quart bottles.


Free delivery — Cellars located at



No. 3 
Ballance Street



(Customhouse Quay end)




Hotel St. George




The "Seven Seas Bar" Best In New Zealand



• Nearest to the University.



• Modern comfortable surroundings.



• Cool, bright, fresh beer on lap always



• Food available from our "Food Bar" 11.45 a.m. fo 230 p.m.



Entrees, cold buffet, vegetables, hot pies.







Chemist



For your Prescriptions, Cosmetics and Photographic Requirements...



Stop at 
Mardon Pharmacy



opposite the D.I.C on 
Lambton Quay.







Suit Hire




Ralph Wilkins



Dinner and Lounge Suits For Hire at Reasonable Rates


Cnr. Manners and Farish Streets


Telephone 40-529.



For your convenience . . .




Dinner Suit Hire Service Suit Repair Service



Jacksons - 14 Willis Street


Wellington.


Phone 43-339.







Sports Goods




The Sports Depot


(
Witcombe … Caldwell)




Halfway Along Willis Street


Long standing connection with University sport. Every one of Vic's 24 sports catered for.







Taxis



Black, White


and



Grey Cabs


Prompt Service and Civility




Phone 56-900







Eating Out




Intermezzo Coffee Lounge



14 Majoribanks Street
Open until 5 a.m.



every day of the week




Roy's




For Hamburgers


Next to Fire Station



2a 
Kent Terrace







Hairdressers




James Soteros



47 
Manners Street



Modern 4-Chair Saloon



Continental Haircuts a specialty







Butcher




Important!


Buy all your meat, at



Lambton Meat Supply



254 Lambton Quay







Jewellers




Stonehams





The Jewellers




at





Cable Car Corner




Support The Advertisers-




They Are




Supporting You







Tailors




Top Line Tailors



130 
Cuba Street



For Suits And All Types Of Alterations




Phone 56-373.







Dancing




Jimmy James Studio



For Ballroom And Latinamerican Dancing


10am-10pm



63 Willis St.



Phone 46-618







Opticians



A Business Card




Barry & Sargent Ltd.





Opticians



118 Willis St.



Telephone 45 841
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Landlord says tenants wreckers


By Tony Jaques




One Wellington Landlord won't take students as tenants again. He says after his last experience he's not prepared to have any more.



The Landlord, who owns a property on the Terrace, says he found the property in a filthy and damaged condition when he returned from overseas.


"The house was in a condition I'd expect no decent person to live in." the landlord told Salient. "It was absolutely filthy."


The house, which was extensively redecorated 18 months ago, was tenanted mainly by university students.


"I know that not all students are like this," he says. "But I for one won't be having any more."


He is at present repairing damage caused by his former tenants:



	• Chairs and beds were smashed beyond repair.

	• Holes were punched in walls and partitions.

	• Nude pin-ups were stapled to the walls and posters stapled on to the ceiling.

	• A larger-than-life-sized naked female was drawn on the wallpaper.

	• One wall was extensively damaged by darts.

	• A bed-end was broken off and bracketed to the wall as a shelf.

	• An electric jug and iron were stolen.

	• Substantial telephone bills were left unpaid.



The landlord has a letter from one tenant to one of his former flat-mates. In this, the writer asks the flat-mate to arrange for a desk belonging to the landlord to be forwarded to the writer's new flat (see illustration).


A commission of 15/ - was offered—and presumably paid, as the desk is now missing.


Says the landlord: "He must be a complete fool to put something like that in writing and sign his name to it."




[image: letter]
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Student party



NZSPA Service




Auckland — The student-formed Civic Action Party, aimed to encourage and promote young people as candidates for municipal elections in the Auckland regional districts, is seeking official status as a political party.




The Party will submit a draft constitution to a public meeting held on the Auckland campus shortly.



If the constitution is approved by a majority of the meeting the group, which put forward four independent candidates for the Auckland City Council and Regional Authority elections last year and received a total of 40,000 votes, will become an official political party.



"The aim is to put in a more highly organised challenge to the octagenarian control of Auckland in coming elections," a member of the steering committee of the party. Mr. Noel Anderson, told NZSPA.



"The intention is to put up candidates in the 20-30 age group, though anyone over the age of 17 may be a member of the party," Mr. Anderson said.



The party is based mainly at present on student membership beyond the campus. A financial base will be built up by subscription of 5s a year for University students. Auckland businessmen and others who supported the independent action at the last election have promised further support.
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Parking problem grows worse despite new areas


by Howard Harris




Parking will soon be a considerable problem in and near the university. Even though parking on the campus is now restricted to academic staff and disabled students, there are about twice as many authorised cars as parking spaces.



Outside the campus, every available space for some distance is occupied for most of the day, presumably by student vehicles. This appears to have caused some adverse reactions as shown by a recent letter to the editor from a disgruntled bowler.


The university has a plan which will eventually solve the parking problem, but not for several years yet. The scheme is for a 1000-car parking area in Aro Street, with a shuttle bus service up to the university. This cannot come about until the necessary land is bought for a new road from Kelburn Parade (near Glasgow Street) to Adams Terrace as the present access from Kelburn Parade to Aro Street, via Fairlie Terrace and Devon Street, could not be used by buses.


This development could take some time, as neither the city council nor the university have any power to take the land, but must buy it at the owner's price, and when the owner wishes to sell. Thus if any owner wishes to thwart the university, and refuses to sell, the parking problem could continue indefinitely.


Meanwhile, motorcycles and scooters continue to fall over on the slope of Kelburn Parade, and parking for cars is at such a premium that many students are forced to use the cable car and bus "services," in spite of everincreasing fares.


Staff parking alone is an increasing problem, yet available space is already used to capacity. Highly-paid academic staff can ill afford to spend time searching for parking.


Even when the Aro Street plan is completed, it may prove inadequate, due to the increased use of cars it will create. This can be seen from the fact that about 10 years ago. when parking for students was still available on the campus, many students would travel into town in their fathers' cars, and after dropping father off at work, park the cars at the university.


A recurrence of this, together with the antagonism towards public transport which is inevitable with the current policy of "user pays —and pays," could soon make a thousand spaces inadequate.


Yet even for these we do not have a tentative completion date.
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New Criticism



An Anonymous correspondent, writing under the name of "Critique," gives details of a plan to produce published criticisms of staff teaching methods. He says the proposal—which was put forward in a recent letter to Salientis not new. "About 250 American universities have made some arrangement for a feedback system of student opinion on lecturing techniques and material presented." He says that he plans to distribute such a publication at Victoria—free. But he criticises the earlier correspondent's lampooning and mud-slinging. "The intention is to present constructive criticism," he says.
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Vietnam troop problem



Special Correspondent




If our Government decides to send more troops to Vietnam, have we the troops to send and the equipment for them?



One Proposal for more troops, made recently by the Sunday Times, envisages a self-contained Vietnam unit comprising infantry and artillery, with helicopter transport and support groups, This unit, which would be similar to the present Australian unit, would comprise about 1500 men.


Considering present army strength, about three-quarters of the proposed unit would have to be national service men.


The cost of such a unit would be so great that it is unlikely it could be deployed without putting the New Zealand economy on something near a war footing.


It would need several helicopters, and these would have a short life if the American experience is a guide. These would need to be new equipment as the present New Zealand helicopters are unsuitable for transport work.


At least one large transport aircraft, and more probably two or three, would be needed for supplies.


The additional cost of supplies, ammunition. weapons and wages, would place heavy strain on the New Zealand economy.


But this economy would suffer further from the drain of manpower to supply the unit. For a field force of 1500 the total call-up would prob ably be nearly 3000 and this would be followed by a steady chain in replacements and casualties. New Zealand's existing labour shortage would deteriorate further.


Further, the men who are rent run the risk of a high casualty rate—for their training would be inadequate if they are merely national servicemen.


The army, considering the time and money available, does a very good job of training its conscripts, but few army personnel would consider men to be properly trained troops without at least nine months and. preferably, one year of really intensive training.


Proposals, such as that of the Sunday Times, for an in-creased force without additional training of this nature, would make cannon-fodder of any such New Zealand force.
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ONOWCS, SEE OUR RANGE OF PAPERBACKS. |

New tifes added as. publiched

MAYEAR CHAMBERS — — 54 THE TERRACE
TagHoNE 4591,
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GROTTO

COFFEE LOUNGE

for an informal atmosphere
HAMBURGERS — TOASTED SANDWICHES — T.V.

TAKE AWAY OPEN ZVERY NIGHT
F00DS FROM 6 pu.

238 Cuba Street. Phone 55-391.
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WANTED TO RENT

Flat wanted fo rent

during August vacation.
TELEPHONE 46-785.
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instant money

yours for the ashing!

BNZ, now open in the Hunter Buiding
Gust inside the main door)
10am 10 3pm Monday to Friday

Cheque Accounts, Savings Accounts,
Higihest Interest Rates (up to 4:%),
Safe Deposit for Valuables

O 352 e i o g 4 a0

Bank of New Zealand
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LEAVING UNIVERSITY NOW ?

s vt e vio






etexts/Salient29101966/Salient29101966_002d(h280).jpg





etexts/Salient29101966/Salient29101966_002g(h280).jpg
Men on the move (or who might like to be) always
consult Wareham and Associates before soeking a
change in employment. Reason, Qualified and
Confidential advice from John R, Wareham,
B.Com., ARANZ, AC.IS., of Wareham and
Associates.

Ours is a unique Personnel centre for quite &
number of reasons. Perhaps you'd like fo call and
see us tomorrow. Taday if you prefer.

Al services are free fo you.

WAREHAHM & ASSOCIATES

Consultents Specialising
in Male Personnel
Placements,

94 WILLIS STREET
Telephone 42-182
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APPLICATIONS ARE CALLED FOR

SALIENT EDITOR
Aeting Wansor [r—
CAPPICADE. EDITOR
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“INTRODUCTION TO_ UNIVERSITY”
Cdier

Tems of anpinment may bo_ biied on
sol<ain fo Studets Assocotion Oz or 1o
e 26241 siening

.5, Wooowums,
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Copyright and Conditions of Use


				

					
In Copyright


					
Where a text is in copyright, all text and images are copyright to the original authors and/or publisher. In copyright texts and images are made available for non-commercial use only. All forms of electronic or print re-sale or re-distribution are forbidden without written permission, please contact us.


					
Currently, a text is shown as in copyright when there is no Creative Commons License visible in the sidebar, and a link to this page is presented.


				

				

					
Creative Commons Share-Alike license


					
Where the original text is out of copyright it is our policy to provide the digitised version under a 
New Zealand Creative Commons Attribution Share-Alike License (CC BY-SA).


					
The Creative Commons Attribution Share-alike license allows anyone to re-use material in our texts under the following conditions:


					

		attribution to the source of the material is included by marking the material with the collection name ("The New Zealand Electronic Text Collection") and the link to the material as found on our website;


		the re-use of the material is licensed under the same license, allowing others to further re-use the material. This means that the re-use of the material must be marked with the same Creative Commons license.




					
Use of the Creative Commons Attribution Share-alike license allows us to make material freely available to the community for re-use, and also ensures that:


					

		any errors in the material can be traced back to the Victoria University of Wellington Library as the originator of the digital reproduction;


		such material continues to be freely available to the community after subsequent re-use.




				

				

					
Examples of Reuse under Creative Commons Share-Alike license


					
We encourage the re-use of Creative Commons Share-Alike licensed NZETC material. Examples of re-use include:


					

		Multiple entries in the 
Mix and Mash competitions run by DigitalNZ


		Blog posts, such as this one about the 
Cyclopedia of New Zealand by IwiKiwi


		Books and other publications


		Museum displays




				

				

					
Other Creative Commons Licenses


					
More restrictive Creative Commons licenses may be used in the cases of copyright texts where the copyright holder is amenable to using a Creative Commons license. You will need to refer to the license text (available by clicking on the CC license logo) for the specific restrictions and re-use allowed.


				

				

					
Statement of Liability


					
While we have sought to ensure there are no intellectual property rights in the material that would prevent copying and other re-use, please note that material on this website marked with a Creative Commons license is released on an as-is basis and with no representations or warranties of any kind, to the greatest extent permissible by law. Subject to any liability which may not be excluded or limited by law, the Victoria University Library shall not be liable on any legal basis (including without limitation negligence) and hereby expressly excludes all liability for loss or damage howsoever and whenever caused to you.
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DOWNSTAGE
Theatre Cafe

prasat for o further
e

“The
Hollow
Crown”

o Bt

Opening August 9
“The Pit"
by Normon L Hartweg

Studen Concenion
5/ Wi corre

Phone 55739
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MONDE MARIE

For MUSICANS
for AL
Far music

Folksong Centre
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RELAX AND ENJOY DELICIOUS MEALS
AT
CASABLANCA RESTAURANT
Wellington's Finest Restaurant
143 WILLIS STREET — TELEPHONE 51-311
Open 7 nights a week from 4.30 p.m.

RENOWNED FOR FOOD AND SERVICE
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CHEQUERS BOOK
SHOP LTD.

(€. & L, GREEW)

FULL RANGE UNIVERSITY
STATIONERY
176 CUBA STREET
(Near Vivian Street)
AAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAA
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A very special person?

A very special evening ?
After ... . or before . . . fake her to
THE

Coffee Cantata
A very special Coffee House at

14 MAJORIBANKS STREET
Where the music has been selected with you
both in_ mind.

OPEN EVERY EVENING FROM 7 pum.
vs W s T~ 100
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LIBRARIANSHIP

offers graduates in arfs and science a wide
range of professional careers

NEW ZEALAND LIBRARY
SCHOOL WELLINGTON...

O yar dilams comse, seer Slowancs pid 1o s,

PROSPECTUS FROM UNINRRSTY U
N ZEALAND. UBRARY SCHOD,

0% WATE To THE DIRECTOR,
ATE 845, WELINGTON.
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